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Cairo, Paris of the 


Near East, Boasts| 


Around 100 Niteries and Dance Halls 


+ 





By ARTHUR SETTEL 


Cairo, March 18. 

This city, admittedly the Paris of 
the Near and Middle East, is the 
centre for more than 100 cabarets, 
dance halls, nitéries; etc. Season 
occurs between November and April 
1, when the sun takes a holiday and 
tourists flock in to-see the Pyra- 
mids and write picture postcards. 
City’s exclusive nitery, where even 
Egyptians may not mix with Eng- 
lishmen, is the Continental Savoy, 
part of the hotel of that name. Large 
bar with an imposing barkeep, the 
Arthur Briggs Jazz Band, a program 
with three acts plus the Feogoroff 
Sisters, are its main attractions. 
Continental puts on two shows every 
night, first beginning at 12:30, and 
on Saturday only full dress is per- 
mitted, Charge, net, is about 75c. 
cover, and the same per drink, It 
is patronized regularly by high so- 
ciety and diplomatic corps. 

Piccadilly, not 10 minutes from 
the Sphinx, is a tiny, cozy place 
that gets dull about 2 a.m: and puts 
on about a dozen dance acts. An 
Austrian waiter takes 50c. per drink 
and the entertainers pass a basket 
¥ (Continued on page 68) 


Kid McCoy, with Full 
Pardon for Murder, 
May Make Vaude Tour 


Detroit, March 30. 

Kid McCoy (Norman Selby), mid- 
dleweight champ in the ‘90s and 
plant policeman at the Ford Motor 
Co. here past three years, was signed 
to a 20-week contract last Thursday 
(25), a few hours after he had re? 
ceived a full pardon from San Quen- 
tin prison, te which he was given a 
25-year sentence in 1925 for the 
murder of his sweetheart. 

Contract, with ‘Philadelphia Jack’ 

"Brien, another ex-ring idol, calls 
for personal appearances. 

McCoy, who won 200 prizefights 
before falling before Jim Corbett, 
was paroled to-Harry Bennett, per- 
sonnel chief at Ford, in 1934 after 











Serving about nine years for the 
slaying of Mrs. Theresa Mors, an- 
tique dealer, and wounding two | 


other persons in Los Angeles. 


RICHARD BENNETT 
TURNING GOLD MINER 


Richard Bennett, legit and film ac- 
tor and father of Constance, Joan | 
and Barbara Bennett, arrived in | 
New York last Saturday (27) to ar- 
Tange for the sale of gold he claims 
to have discoy ered in South America. 
Has no acting plans, he says, and in- 
tends returni ng to South America to} 
Tesume charge of the ‘Bennett Mine’ 


43 soon as he can set deal for dis- 
DOsal of the ore. 

snl . . 
i Declares his acting days are ove! 
‘Mat he’s now a business man. 




















Practical 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Names on office doors at the 


Warner Bros.’ studio now are 
written on copy paper and 
pasted on. ¥ 


It cuts down the sign writing 
bills. 


Radio May Be 
N.G. for Pix, But 
Oke for Concert 


Looks like radio ballyhoo holds no 
such problem for concert biz that it 
does for pix. 

Advance: sale for Marian Ander- 
son’s recital at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
Friday (2) night took a sharp jump 
immediately after the colored con- 
tralto’s guestee shot on the General 
Motors Sunday night symph hour 
March 21, Although no newspaper 
ads had appeared, house was clean 
sell-out in less than a week. . Car- 
negie Hall management credited 
much of this to radio. 

Demand to hear Miss Anderson is 
now so heavy that the usual press 
list has been split between this con- 
cert and her next in Carnegie Hall, 
skedded for May 12. Management 
figures full radio program might not 
help the singer at the b.o., but four 
songs she sang on the GM show 
served as a teaser. 














ECSTASY’ GIVES INDIES 
IDEAS ON ‘CHATTERLY’ 


Frieda Lawrence, widow of D. H. 
Lawrence, is being contacted by in- 
dies to sell picture rights of ‘Lady 
Chatterly’s Lover.’ Price offered is 
$10,000. French firm once optioned 
the suppressed item for $20,000 and 





after two renewals dropped the thing 
when they discovered that it would | 
never get a showing in the States. 
Recent success of ‘Ecstacy’ has | 
states-righters believing they can 
give the Haysites a successful run- 


around on ‘Chatterly.’ 


HEADING FOR AVOCATION 
Charlotte, N. C., March 30. 


Harper Joy, Spokane, Wash., 
banker, who has spent his last 10 
vacations traveling with circuses 


over the United S:ates, was in Ashe- 
ville recently en route to New York 
City where he will join the Ringling 


Brothers and Barnum and Bailey 
combined shows for a three-weeks’ 
tour. 

Mr. Joy is vice-president of the 
Spokane National Bank, His hobby | 
is making up as a clown and acting ! 


in the circuses. 





SPONSORING 


But Only Misses Parchesi 
and Dominoes Under Aus- 
pices — Large and Small 
Webs Tieing Racing, 
Fights, Golf, Etc. 





SUMMERTIME SANTA 


Broadcasting is crazy over horses, 
baseball, football, basketball, golf, 
tennis, boxing—in fact, every organ- 
ized sport that’s played. This sum- 
mer will find a new high in sports 
broadcasting of all kind. Baseball 
will, of course, dominate, 
athletic events will get due attention. 

Even small leagues, such as the 
Piedmont in the south, are being 
radio-reported on a_ play-by-play 
basis with sponsorship national in 
most cases. Mutual has just. tied up 
the race tracks around the metro- 
politan New York zone with an eye 
for the coin that lurks in sports. 

From the local stations’ standpoint, 
the sponsored sports sessions, filling 
in the hard-to-sell summer after- 
noons, is a message from a respon- 
sive Santa Claus. Absurdity, as hap- 
pens in some cases, of all the sta- 
tions in a single community broad- 

(Continued o on page 51) 


CHURCH PLUGS 
VICE EXPOSE 


San Francisco, March 30. 
Current vice cleanup and graft in- 
vestigation which are providing 
plenty of hot front-page topy for 


series of quarter-hour’ broadcasts 
over KYA, with the Glide Memorial 
Methodist Church footing the bill. 

Rev. Julian C. McPheeters is the 
speaker on the programs, aired daily 
except 
p.m.; -PST, 
| April 22. 


and scheduled through 








‘Shuffle-Music’ 


Philadelphia, March 30. 
‘Shuffle-music,’ swing stuff in- 
novation, so socko when introed 
by Jan Savitt at Princeton 
prom, that KYW music 
is having New 





director 


York instrument 


house build him two horns 
which make stuff easier to play. 
The new brasses, combining 


trombone and trumpet. actually 
are trombones with valve 
Savitt shuffle effect by 
using eight half-beats to mea 
ure instead of Goodman's foul 
full beats. Eight alternate be- 
tween brass and reed sections 
giving a roll to the swing 


gets 











EVERYTHING 


Baseball, of Course, Tops— | 


the local dailies is the subject of a/| 


Saturday and Sunday at 5:45 | 


| 


but other |. 
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IWash’s Lt.-Gov. Meyers, Ex-Maestro, 
Says Film Nifty Hurt Him Politically 





Hollywood Miracle 


Hollywood, March 30, 

One agent was so impressive- 
ly stunned by ‘Lost Horizon’ 
that he went home and said to 
his wife, 

‘Don’t talk to me for an hour, 
and if any producer calls up 
don’t let him talk to me either.’ 


English Peers 
Press Agenting 














The Coronation 





Columbia last week began taking 
series of short-wave programs from 
British Broadcasting Co., which in 
many circles are construed as classy 
tourist-trapping baits. First short- 
waver sent out over CBS last Friday 
(26), with Lawrence Tanner, keeper 
of the archives and vestments at 
Westminster Abbey, explaining the 
items of interest to be seen during 


the Cores tion in a manner but lit- 
tle dist¥a ipGyed from style affected 
by rubber ~ek-tour guides in the 


U. S. Understanding is that all the 
coming talks will be in similar vein, 
with the drive still on along Yankee 
shores to 
the crowning. 


+ 


| 





lure Americans over for | 


Some fancy labels and titles line sd | 


up by B. B. C, to shoot over 
carrying, among ’em, Hector Bolitho, 
(Continued on page 65) 








RULE PITT COACH OUT 
OF BROADCAST GRAVY 


Pittsburgh, March 30. 
First known instance of big-time 
college prohibiting its football 


coach from picking up some loose 


| change via broadcasting during grid 


season came up last week when Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh expressly told 
Dr. John B. (Jock) Sutherland to lay 
off during the future, 

Ban followed squabble between 
Sutherland and Pitt's long-time ath- 
letic director, Don Harrison, 
resulted in resignation of 
Placed in full charge 


latter. 
of Pitt’s foot- 


ball destinies, pigskin mentor was 
told, however, that no radio ac 
tivities on part of its grid head 


would be countenanced., 

direct from unive 

cellor Bowman. 
The same 


That came 
rsity head, 


taboo also includes 
and all newspaper articles. 
Sutherland has had several com- 
mercial programs during football 
season, including flock of guest shot 
mn other networkers, and 
penned couple of stories 
football for of the 


any 
In past, 


has also 
a week an 


one sytidicates 


for CBS | 





| running— 


which | 


Chan- 


oe 





Seattle, March 30. 

Vic Meyers, this state’s lieutenant- 
governor, who is now taking his 
politics seriously, wants $10,000 a 
word from 20th Centry-Fox for a gag 
in ‘Thanks a Million.’ The dapper 
ex-jazzband leader-politician says his 
good name and reputation have been 
injured to that extent. He has a 
lawyer looking after his damage suit, 
George Vanderveer of Seattle. 

Fred Allen made the wisecrack in 
the film that Vic doesn’t like: ‘Up in 
Washington they elected a jazz band 
leader lieutenant-governor and if the 
people “will vote for a jazz band 
leader they'll vote for anybody,’ 

In his complaint Meyers, through 
his attorney, claims, ‘From this it 
was understood by the hearers who 
elected me that I was wholly unfit 
for the office and that they might 
just as well have voted for anyone 
regardless of qualifications.’ 

Meyers, as. lieut-gov., must be a 
presiding officer, and he says this 
remark places him before the public 
of his state as subject to ridicule. 
Co-defendants are the Cascade and 
Evergreen Theatres Cos., and local 
showmen who displayed the picture, 
‘Thanks a Million,’ 





‘Tovarich’ Simultaneous 
Click in Paris, Berlin, 
London, L. A. and N. Y. 


Paris, March 30. 
Theatre Marigny, swanky house in 
the select Champs-Elysees district, 





|}ubandons pictures after a year’s 
trial, to return to legit. 
Opener is Jacques  Deval’s 


‘Tovarich,’ which has already had 
a long run here to crowded houses. 
Andre Lefaur, Elvire Popesco and 
Marcel Simon top the cast, which 
includes Armand Lurville, Jean 
Toulout and Betty Daussmond. 
Reopening of ‘Tovarich’ 
makes five of the world’s largest 
cities where the play is fresently 
London, New York, Los 
and Berlin. 


STRIPPERS RESENTFUL 
OF CANDID CAMERAS 


here 


Angeles, 


Broadway burlesque theatres are 
beefing about the candid camera ad- 


dicts who croych in front rows and 
boxes, snapping shots of the strippers 
when the girls reach the zenith of 


their peeling. Most of the managers, 
when spotting the amateur photog 


, 


put ‘em out of the houses 
The reasoning of the theatres ia 
that it is doing ‘em no good to have 
prints going around of their strippers 
| peeled down to le tnan e tials 

| because, in time, a wave of pub! 

opinion may sweep up and over ‘em, 
In the event of such reactior ie 
of the strippers would serve no pure 
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Mutuality Move to Arrive 


STRIBS TO THRESH OUT 
PIX-RADIO PROBLEM; MPTOA MOVE 





at a Plan for Regulation 


of Broadcasting—Many Angles to Film Players’ 


Radioe Contracts 


+ 


Ed Kuykendall, president of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, has sent word from Wash- 
ington to his New York headquar- 
ters that upon his arrival here on | 
Friday (2) he intends immediately to 
carry out his part of the resolution 
unanimously passed at the MPTOA 
convention in Miami two weeks ago 
which called for a get-together of 
exhibitors and distributors, and work 
out some regulation of national 
broadcasting of film talent and ma- 
terial which exhibitors of the or- 
ganization assert is a boxoffice detri- 
mnt, 


As adopted at the Miami meeting, | 





the resolution, which was entitled 
‘F_miliarity Breeds Contempt,’ em- | 
p>wered the exhibitors’ committee | 
to demand immediate prohibition of | 
redio broadcasting by picture stars. 
It is tne general belief along Broad- 
way in the home offices of the film 
companies that the best the exhibi- 
tors group can hope to get js some 
universal code of practices which 
will be drafted here and sent to the 
studios for study and confirmation. 


Copy of the Miami proclemation 
that film producers and distributors 
should shut down on Hollywood air- 
ings of dialog and musical numbers, 
in advance of national release dates 
of pictures, has been mailed by the 
MPTOA to the sales managers of all 
the major companies. Pending some 
unified action, discussions have been 
limited between individual distribu- 
tors and their studios. Until Kuy- 


(Continued on page 31) 


Franco-German Ufa 
Film ‘Amphytrion’ 
Picketed; Jerked 


First Broadway battle versus cam- 
ouflaged German films ends today 
(Wednesday), with jerking of ‘Am- 
phytrion’ (Ufa) from the Belmont, 
N. Y., after one full week. Picture 
is in French dialog and was billed 
as a French film. 


When film was first booked into 
the 55th St. Playhouse, N. Y., several 
months ago, Joint Boycott Council 
of the American Anti-Nazi Commit- 
tee contacted the operator of that 
theatre and cancellation followed. 
S. S. Krellberg, operator of the Bel- 
mont, then booked it. Contacted, he 
refused to change his mind, claim- 
ing that the film’s German origin 
made no difference from a business 
standpoint. Threats from the Coun- 
cil of picketing the house were met 
by cross-threats on the part of 
Krellberg that, if the opening were 
disturbed, he would turn his house 
into a first-run German film theatre 
and play nothing but German pic- 
tures. Opening night of the film 
(March 23) found a picket line in 
front of the theatre. There were 
also about 15 policemen on hand and 
for a few minutes it looked like 
trouble, but police were efficient in 
keeping everyone moving, no one 
being permitted to stay in the lobby. 
Picketing continued the next day, 
and throughout the film’s run, biz 
being cut considerably. 

On Monday Krellberg told the 
Council he would jerk the picture 
on Wednesday, if they called off the 
pickets. Pickets stayed. Picture is 
coming cff, anyway. 


M®X. KID BAND SIGNED 
BY RKO FOR ‘NEW FACES’ 


Seven Laurias, Mexican kid band, 
barred from professional appear- 
ances in New York, except on the 
air and in pix, are going to Holly- 
wood to appear in RKO’s ‘New 
Faces’ film. Juves, smallest being 
about two feet in height, have only 
played benefits around N. Y. 


Coast trip will be made by motor, 
all in one car including tbe parents, 
an interpretor and chauffeur. Father 
owns a string of 12 grocery stores in 
Mexico. 

















Radio ‘Names’ Film Shorts 


Lew White, radio organist, and 
Hazzard E. Reeves are allied in a 
series of “Your Song Parade’ shorts. 
Irving Kaufman (‘Lazy Dan’) has 
made the first. Phil Cook and Sis- 
ters of the Skillet are slated for 
others. 

People principally from radio will 
be utilized. 


Television Is 


Far Away, Says 
F.C.C. Member 


Washington, March 30. 

Considerable delay before the 
Federal Communications Commission 
authorizes establishment of tele- 
vision broadcasting on a _ regular 
foundation was indicated last week 
by Vice-Chairman Irvin Stewart. In 
a speech at Duke University, he took 
the slant that television provides a 
series of problems which must be 
solved before service is permitted on 
a national or commercial basis. 

While he made no flat-footed pre- 
dictions, Stewart hinted the commish 
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KEN MURRAY and OSWALD 


Inaugurating a new series of 
programs tonight for Campbhell’s 
Tomato Juice, and every Wednes- 
day hereafter at 8:30 P.M. Via 


CBS direct from Hollywood, 
Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


MRS. WM. FOX 
ADJUDGED IN 
CT CONTEMPT 











is following a policy which will re- 
quire standardization on some single 
method before granting anything ex- 
cept experimental licenses. Further, 
he suggested few grants will be forth- 
coming until the width of frequen- 
cies for picture transmission has 
been sliced materially. 

Time when television can be put 
on a commercial footing depends pri- 
marily upon the standardization mat- 
ter, Stewart said. Noting that re- 
searchers still are toying with dif- 
ferent theories, he stated ‘we cannot 
know that the system of today will 
not be junked by the developments 
of tomorrow. To put television on 
a commercial basis too soon may 
mean a standardization which might 
retard development. To standard- 
ize at all may mean to deliver tele- 
vision into the hands of a monopoly 
controlling the patents essential to 
meet the specified standards.’ Stew- 
art did not like the idea of author- 
izing commercial exploitation of 
more than one system, pointing to 
the hardships which might be im- 
posed on the public. 


Theatre-Station Deal On 
Ballyhoo of Stars That 
Hit Both Air, Screen 


Columbus, March 30. 

WBNS made another tie-up with 
local theatres last week when a deal 
was made with the five first-run 
houses here to show trailer boosting 
CBS programs using film players as 
permanent or guest stars. In return, 
station gives spot announcement to 
theatre every time picture mention- 
ing the same stars releases locally. 

Station recently completed a tie- 
up with eight neighborhood houses 
in conjunction with the Buck Jones 

















each Buck Jones picture, and station 
gives theatre plug at end of radio 
program every day the house plays 
a Jones’ film. 


Now Metro’s Ice-Minded 


Metro is scouring the East for suit- 
able ice skaters to be used in fancy 
ice carnival sequence of forthcoming 
productions. 

In addition to giving the once over 
to specialists at the Madison Square 
| ice show, skaters were sought at a 
| recent show in Toronto. 


MISS ROUSSEAU’S TEST 
Virginia Rousseau, who was origi- 
nally Virginia Frank, is being tested 
by 20th-Fox in New York through 
the William Morris office. 
She was in ‘Stage Door.’ 

















serial show on CBS. Theatres run | 
trailer boosting radio show with 





Atlantic City, March 30. 

Mrs. William Fox, wife of the 
former film tycoon, was adjudged in 
contempt of court Monday (29) by 
| Federal Judge John Boyd Avis for 
\failure to appear as witness in her 
husband’s bankruptcy proceedings 
last Aug. 26 and 27. Mrs. Fox ap- 
peared before Federal Referee Rob- 
ert E. Steedle, the first day and re- 
fused to return, pleading illness. Her 


husband’s’ attorney submitted a 
physician’s certificate of illness to 
justify her continued absence. At 
the request of Steedle, Judge Avis 
sent a doctor to examine Mrs. Fox 
at her beachfront home here and 
he reported her to be ‘mentally and 
physically able to appear’ in court. 
Steedle then asked Judge Avis to 
cite her for contempt. 

The court, in citing Mrs. Fox, said 
‘Unless she purges herself of such 
contempt by appearing to submit 
herself to testimony, I shall be com- 
pelled to impose sentence commen- 
surate with the offense.’ A hearing 
for imposition of the sentence shall 
be made in order following citation 
for contempt. 

The Capital Co., a creditor of Fox 
and plaintiff in the bankruptcy ac- 
tion, had contended that Fox turned 
over between $7,000,000 and $8,000,- 
000 of his own assets to Mrs. Fox, 
which caused Referee Steedle to 
summon her for questioning. 


JEANNETTE M’DONALD 
DEFIES METRO BAN 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Metro didn’t exactly take it lying 
down when Jeanette MacDonald let 
it be known that she would take the 
guest spot on Hollywood Hotel Fri- 
day night (April 2). Studio bosses 
were quite miffed in view of the 
plant’s ban on its contractees doing 
air work but there was little they 
could do about itin view ofthe sing- 
er’s contract which carries a radio 
clause. 

They tried to dissuade her from 
taking the spot but she stood pat. 
MG weakened slightly when it per- 
mitted her to sing numbers from 
‘Maytime’ and others of the studio’s 
releases. Some time ago la Parsons 
got a cold turndown from Miss Mac- 
Donald on the free guest thing but 
the breach since has been healed 
over with the Hearst columnist toss- 











ing plenty the actress’ way. 
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On the Radio Bandwagon 


Paramount On Parade 

Full review of the initial broadcast of the Paramount studio program 
appears in the radio section of this week’s Variety. It puts a big question 
mark on another aspect of Hollywood-going-radio. Heretofore, individual 
pictures. have been involved on the question of how much or how little 
of the plot should be revealed via radio. Or the radio thing has been a 
factor in player popularity, pro and con, on the basis of how large a dose 
of a star the public will digest without a reaction. In the ‘Paramount on 
Parade’ set-up the prestige of a studio—a producing company—is involved, 
Not just one pieture, or one star, but the reputation of an entertainment 
organization is subject to radio influence. 

‘Paramount on Parade’ title is good and, if the show, in time, improves 
sufficiently, it may even become a noteworthy tag for a possible filmusica] 
series. It was used before by Par as a film title in 1930. The radio bally, 
if the weekly Sunday morning sessions sustain it, might again revive it 
importantly. But it'll have to get much better. 

Paramount announces that its program is dedicated to the exhibitors, 
It chose 12 noon EST on Sundays as a broadcast time that will not con- 
flict overmuch, if any, with theatre attendance. Program is designed to 
ballyhoo current or about-to-be-released productions. No plot tip-off. 

An inside line about double features was delivered by Lynne Overman 
who says suchandsuch a picture was on the bill with the nicest set of 
dishes. , 





‘Call It a Day’ 

‘Call It a Day’ dramatization on the Campbell’s broadcast from Holly- 
wood last Friday night (26) may advance the ultimate solution of the 
radio exploitation problem. 

For the first time in some weeks the briefie story outline didn’t include 
virtually the entire plot of the pic. For that reason the program may 
offer the way out of the controversial wilderness. There had been com- 
ment before that instead of hypoing listener interest in the film, such 
broadcasts tended to discourage picture attendance by offering too much. 

Whether Warner Bros. or the F. Wallis Armstrong agency scripters 
were influenced by recent comment along that line, or whether the ‘Call 
It a Day’ story particularly lends itself to the teaser style of radio drama- 
tization, can’t be answered here. Whatever the explanation, however, the 
broadcast: obviously provided the mood and background of the yarn with- 
out tipping off the ending. 

On the surface, at least, it would appear that the come-on style of end- 
ing, in which the characters were left dangling in the air, inviting curi- 
osity. anent their ultimate fate, was probably deliberate. Consequently, 
when the film is released, some evidence may be forthcoming as to the 








value at the boxoffice of giving away radio samples. 

Particularly the previous two weeks, in ‘Love Is News’ and ‘Top of the 
Town’ (latter offered seven tunes from the pic), radio capsules included 
for nothing virtually everything the producers planned to sell later in 


the theatres. 
broadcast. 


In every case the same actors appeared in both film and 
The whole thing raised the ultra-pertinent question of whether 


such radio plugging helps or hurts at the boxoffice. 
Probably ‘Call It a Day’ won’t solve the problem, but it may bring the 


answer much nearer, 
closely. 


And as before, film execs will watch the results 





Pix Fears AP Reprisals When and 
If Paul Patterson's Elected Prez 





SWING FEVER 


Kids’ New Highs in Heokey and 
Condy While Goodman Swinged It 








Two new types of highs were 
established during the three weeks’ 
engagement of the Benny Goodman 
band at the Paramount, N. Y. 

A new record was struck in candy 
sales in the theatre for any one day, 


Another new high was reported 
by schools which hit a record in kids 


playing hookey while Goodman was 
at the Par. 


Radio Broadside 
No Aid to ‘News 
For RKO m NY. 





A radio network broadcast evi- 
dently meant little to ‘Love Is News’ 
(20th) on its subsequent run in the 
metropolitan New York area. RKO 
played the picture six days, dou- 
bled up with ‘Penrod and Sam’ 
(WB). Reported that biz on the week 
was but fair. 

Picture opened in the RKO houses 
last Friday (25) and closes to- 
day (Wednesday). A checkup indi- 
cates, on an average, that business 
was off Friday, Saturday and Sun- 
day, but climbed back to an average 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Also to be considered is that the 
film’s opening day was Good Friday 
and that the broadcast hit the air 
a full week in advance of RKO’s 
day-and-date screening. Picture was 
in its second week at the Roxy at 
the time of the broadcast, where 
it had a sucvessful fortnight, doing 
around $78,000 on the two weeks. 

‘Love Is News’ is considered the 
first non-musical to get network ex- 
ploitation since Hollywood started 
experimenting seriously with the air 
for b.o. reaction. Since then, ‘Call 
It A Day’ (WB), another straight 
comedy, has also been etherized, and 
also on the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ pro- 
gram. Latter broadcast took place 
last Friday (25). 








Because of the bitterness existing 
between Baltimore theatre operators 
and Paul Patterson, publisher of the 
Baltimore Sun, fears are felt that if 
Patterson is elected president of the 
Associated Press, as reported, film 
copy will run up against difficulties 
on the A.P. The A.P. wires annually 
carry a lot of picture gossip and 
news, but if Patterson goes in at the 
next election this year, there is no 
telling how picture companies gen- 
erally will be affected. 

Up to now, the battle in Baltimore 
is between Patterson and local thea- 
tres, latter having banded together 
to so seriously reduce advertising 
space that it will mean an estimated 
loss of $100,000 on the year for the 
Sun. The fight against the Sun has 
been led locally by the Loew houses 
and situation has reached the point 
where it is reported the Sun is 
thinking of catching pictures for re- 
views weeks after they have had 
their first runs there. 

The opposition Hearst sheets, 
News-Post and Sunday American, 
however, are playing along with the 
theatres, 





Turning Back Oakleys 
Baltimore, March 30. 

Possibly the only municipal daily 
newspapers in the country with a 
policy of refusing theatre passes 
save those used by crix in reviewing 
shows are the morning, evening and 
Sunday Sunpapers in Baltimore. 

Edict on passes came recently as 
an outcropping of a tussle sheets are 
having with film houses over ad-rate 
uppage, put into effect Jan. 1. Film- 
eries cut their space to one-inch ads 
in evening paper, and 25-line layouts 
in Sunday issue, and have since main- 
tained united front in effort to make 
papers revert to old rates. 

In last few weeks, a side-issue has 
popped up ’tween the Loew theatres 
and the Sunpapers, with a battle of 
almost personal sort being waged by 
Bill Saxton, city manager for Loew 5; 
and the business offices of the papers. 
Sheets abruptly ceased review!ns 
films appearing at Loew sites and 
houses were requested to pul! their 
ads, but did not. At same time. the 
new policy was put into effect of re- 
turning to theatres all ducats other 
than those used by crix for review~ 
ing purposes. 

Though there is no battle ‘twee : 
the town’s two legit, one concer 


(Continued on page 31) 
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FILMS’ INFLATI 





Two or Three New Units May See 


UA’s 1937-8 Schedule Up to 35 Pix: Ip 





+ 
Additional pictures from the pro- 
ducers it now has under its banner, 


plus the likelihood of two or three 


more units next year, will give 
United Artists a probable 35 pictures 
for the year. A total of 27 out of a 
promised 30 will be delivered this 
season, this figure in itself setting a 
new high for the company. 

New producing units for the 1937- 
38 season will be headed by Carl 
Laemmle, Jr., and the Harry M. 
Goetz-Max Gordon combination, un- 
der negotiations that are expected to 
reach conclusion. George J. 





Schaefer, g.m. of UA, just returned | 


Gov’t No Care 


London, March 21. 
Government heads are getting 
a grilling in the House of Com- 
mons on trade matters, a large 


part of ‘Question Time’ each 
day being given up to en- 


quiries concerning motion pic- 
tures, 

Many of them are in direct 
relation to Gaumont-British, 
but in all cases it is made em- 
phatically clear the Govt. has 
little or no interest in the latest 
G-B deal. 








fron the Coast after discussing gen- 


eral matters, including plans for 
next year. Jim Mulvey, Sam Goid- 
wyn’s eastern chief, and Monroe 


Greenthal, ad-publicity head, were 
also out there. 

A third unit for UA, now in the 
embryo stage, may be formed by two 
big directors who are trying to get 
a production organization together. 
Understood the two directors already 
have their ‘inancing set. 

Deflection of two pictures from the 
30 expecied this season include de- 
ficit of one from Sam Goldwyn due 
to producer’s illness slowing him up | 
and the Merle Oberon extra from 
Alexander Korda which is seriously 
delayed for six months or more due 
to injuries suffered by Miss Oberon 
in an auto accident in London. Korda 
thus will deliver six, Goldwyn five. 


U EXECS STATE 
CO. WILL PROD. 
NO REMAKES 


Hollywood, March 30. 

J. Cheever Cowdin and Samuel 
Machnoviitch, recently elected 
treasurer of Universal, are returning 
east over the weekend after looking 
at product and routine studio con- 
ferences. Cowdin said there will be 
no remakes this year, as Universal is 


in a phase of new development and 
interested 











in new story properties 
only. 
Original budgets won't be dis- 


turbed unless pictures warrant up- 
ping. 

Jimmy Grainger is due in next 
week to arrange for the U sales con- 
vention here in May. 


U's $403,966 Net Loss 


Universal Pictures Co., Inc., and 
Subsidiary companies reported a net 
loss of $403,966 for the first quarter, 
endindg Jan. 30, 1937. Loss was 
after all charges and both federal 
and foreign income taxes but in- 
cluding only foreign subsid earnings 
for 13 weeks ended Nov. 28 or Dec. 
26 in 1936. 

Report of first quarter financial | 


gg was made on the same day 
as 





week that the organization 
meeting of new board of directors 
was held. Old officers were re- 


elected with the exception of Charles 
- Paine, who was made assistant to 
the president, and Samuel Machno- 
Vitch, who was elected treasurer. 
Paine formerly was comptroller, of- 
fice which apparently will be in- 
Cluded in duties of treasurer, 


Officers named for the coming 
year included R. H. Cochrane, presi- 
dent; J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman 
= the board; Charles R. Rogers, 
V.-p. in charge of production; and 
Willard §. McKay and J. P. Nor- 
manly, vice-presidents. In addition, 
McKay is secretary, with Edward 
Muhl and Helen E. Hughes, assistant 
Secs. 

Cowdin and Machnovitch planed 
for the Coast after the meeting to 
Check on production details, with 
teturn expected before the end of 





this week, 


G-B STATUS QUO; 
PIX HANDLED 
BY WOOLF 


London, March 30. 
Nothing new on the Gaumont- 
British front this week, except that 


C. M. Woolf has started doing busi- | 


ness with and on the G-B pictures. 
Local trade papers during the week 
carried ads notifying exhibs to make 
checks payable to Woolf henceforth. 

An application to injunct G-B 
from paying its announced dividend 
on preference shares has been post- 
poned until April 6. Gaumont as- 
sured the court that, in the mean- 


time, it would undertake not to pay, | 
If court de- | 


pending the decision. 
cides that there is no right to pay, it 
will mean a probable realignment of 
the G-B board, since common share- 
holders will then get the right to 
vote. 


Kent, Hutchinson, Talley 
Sailing for 20th-Fox 
April Confab in Paris 


Sid Kent, 20th-Fox prez, and Wal- 
ter Hutchinson, company’s foreign 
chief, sail for London and the con- 
tinent April 7. Will go over matters 
in London prior to hiking to Paris 
to attend the company’s European 
convention there April 24. 

Truman Talley, head of the com- 
pany’s newsreel, sails from New York 
one week later, April 14, to attend 
the same convention, and there is a 
possibility that Kent may be on this 
trip—if he is rushed too much to 
make the earlier boat, Hutchinson 
going ahead alone in that case, Lat- 
ter sailing will be with a hefty crowd 
of show and picture people, includ- 
ing Robert Riskin, Gioria Swanson, 
Irvin Marks. 


WANGER PROTESTS 


Shuberts Using ‘Vogues’ as Musical 
Title—A Confliction 

Walter Wanger Productions, Inc. 
has formally notified the Shuberts 
anent the priority to the claim of the 
‘Vogues’ title as a musical series, 
whether stage or screen. 

Wanger has ‘Vogues’ currently in 
preparation and the Shuberts within 
the past fortnight also announced a 
new fall series of stage musicals un- 
der the same tag. Film producer ob- 
jects on the ground he contemplates 
making it an annual Hollywood 
series. 

In view of the Shuberts-William 
Phillips-United Artists accord, it’s 
expected the titular tiff will be ad- 
justed. 


Metro’s L. A. Convensh 


Metro’s annual sales convention is 
carded for Los Angeles commencing 
May 2. 

Will last probably 10 days. Am- 
bassador hotel will be headquarters. 











AE 9 RENTALS 
PED COSTS.ETC. 


Distribs Balk at Long-Term 
Picture Deals with Exhibs, 
Especially at Flat Rates, 





ON STANCE 








for That Reason—Talking | 
Possible Limited Inflation | 


OMENS EVEN NOW 


Selling season for 1937-38 product 
promises to see more wrangling than 
usual over details and bigger effort 
than customary on the part of ex- 


hibitors to secure long-term product 


contracts. Urge to obtain agree- 


| ments for two and three years 


Is 


| predicated on the threat of inflation 


While distributors have 
to 
lounger than a year to responsible ex- 


not been 


adverse granting contracts for 


| hibs, they have been extremely cau- 
tious about the number of flat rental 
features included. Obvious reason is 
that both producers and distribs are 


familiar with the large advance 
in cost of raw materials in the 
|last two months, and they realize 


that this must mean upped produc- 

tion costs in the next 12 months. 
Obvious reason that exhibitors are 

seeking more long-term product 


agreements than usual is that they 
want some degree of protection | 
from threatened upping of rental 


pictures in forthcoming seasons. On 
the other hand, distributors are not 
permitting themselves to get loaded 
up with extended pacts when exhibs 


'demand the currently prevailing | 
number of flat rentals in such two 


and three-year contracts. 
It’s apparent the percentage deals 


distributors as the flat rental trans- 
actions, when and if inflation hap- 





|force exhibs to tilt admissions, or 
| business picks up because of general 
| conditions, distributors naturally 
| get a bigger take when playing on 
| percentage. Result is that fewer flat 
|rental pictures will be found in a 
|majority of the long-term product 
pacts signed for the coming season. 
While this may be one disadvantage, 
{the exhibitor in many instances fig- 
ures he is protecting himself for fu- 
ture years against an increase in 
percentage figures. 

That inflation will materially hike 
production costs is no idle threat, but 
a reality even now, with mounting 
costs. No question but that this will 
|result in distributors asking higher 
|rentals all along the line and fewer 
; flat coin films in next two or three 
seasons. 


4 


Cummins, et al., Lifted Footage, 
Fed. Ct. Rules, But Dist. Ct. Judge 
Absolves Em in Copyright Suit 





Vox Pop on Page 71 


With this issue Variety is re- 
viving its Forum department. It 
will be permanently spotted on 
the inside back 
issue that it runs. 

Reader commentary on trade 
topics will find space under the 
Forum, should the subjects war- 
rant 


page every 


discussion or correspon- 


dence. 











of some sort in the next year or so. | 


wouldn't exert as much hardship on | 


pens. If the inflationary move should | 





20THS 330,000,000 


COLLECTIONS 
TO DATE 


Twentieth Centry-Fox film rental 


| receipts on pictures of the 1936-37 
| program passed $30,000,000 in col- 
| lections with the week ending last 
| Saturday (27). At the same time, 
| sales of the group exceeded 10,000 | 
| individual theatre contracts in the 
| U.S. 

| The latter figure is reported to be 
|a record number of houses which 
| any distributor has tied in with a 


single season's output. 


Hollywood, March 30. 


20th Century-Fox is the first ma- | 


| jor studio to wash up its season's 
| product and start in on the 
lineup. 

Darryl Zanuck 
pics on Saturday 
of this year's 


cleaned up 
(27), the wind-up 
52-picture program. 


‘A. J. BALABAN BACK 
IN CHI AND SHOW BIZ 


Chicago, March 30. 

A. J. Balaban, back in Chicago 
after an absence of several months, 
intends to give up his Switzerland 
home and get back into show 
business. 

Though nothing yet settled, Bal- 
aban plans to join with Sam Meyers, 
his brother-in-law, in the acquisition 
of some theatres and the organiza- 





tion of an independent circuit in 
Chicago, Illinois, and possibly St. 
Louis. 


Meyers has been negotiating for a 
number of houses and possible the- 
atre sites in this territory, His 
takeover of the Melrose is rated as 
the first ster in the new Meyers- 
Balaban circuit. 








! 


Increase in the night admission 
price of from 55c to a maximum of 
99c if the present good stage and 


screen shows are given should bring | 


the N. Y. Roxy theatre profits up to 


| $300,000 for 1937 and as high as 
$500,000 for 1938, according to 
Howard S. Cullman, trustee of the 


theatre. 
witness 
(Tuesday ) 


Cullman was the principal 
Monday and_ yesterday 
at the 


hearing being conducted by Special | 


| Master Addison S. Pratt. 


After describing the contracts 
which the theatre has with the 
|} several motion picture’ producing 


| firms, Cullman expressed high hopes 
for the financial success of the the- 


atre. He would not testify regard- 
ing the plan itself, because of the 
{fact that he as trustee represents 


both bond and stockholders. 


reorganization | 


The trustee said he believed an 
increase in admission prices was ‘in 
good order,’ pointing out that com- 


petitive houses charged higher 
| prices and that the apparent general 
prosperity would warrant the 
crease. 


000 weekly, or about $300,000 a year 


in rentals. 
Concerning offers made by mo- 
| tion picture companies other than 


20th Century-Fox, which under the 
plan will take it over, Cullman re- 
vealed that both Warners and Metro 


| submitted bids, but neither was able | 


to deliver the franchise 
It expected the hearings w 
continue for several more weeks. 
Culiman himself, it was disclosed, 
(Continued on page 70) 


Is 


1937-38 | 


1 " 


Sam Cummins and his Century 
Productions, Inc., narrowly 
through a win verdict in N. Y. 
eral Court last week 
jungle film variously entitled ‘Jango,’ 
‘Ubangi’ and other names, but lost 
out in another suit regarding the 
same film in Supreme Court. In the 
first suit Judge Murray Hulbert said 


that ‘with great reluctance this court 


squeezed 
Fed- 


as regards a 


makes its disposition of this case on 
a technicality for the defendants.’ In 
the second case, Judge Vincent Lie- 
bell found that Cummings and his 


group had thefted 1,000 to 1,500 feet 
of film and granted a permanent in- 
junction, 


Named as the defendants in both 
jactions were Century, Cummins, 
Empire Labs, Richard Fiedler and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| findings, 


Bob-Ed Theatres Corp. In the first 
suit, however, the plaintiff was Dav- 
enport Quigley Expedition, Ine., 
while in the latter, the complainant 
was Frederick Beck Patterson, v.p. 
of the National Cash Register Co, 


First action was on a copyright 
issue and created something of a 


stir in legal channels, Judge Hulbert 
going into a lengthy dissertation on 
the items involved. According to his 
the sale of all right, title 


|and interest in a motion picture does 


|not include copyright, unless copy- 
right is distinctly stated in the orig- 
| inal sale. Thus, he found that—from 
|a strictly legal standpoint—copy- 
rights are distinct from the material 
| in a sale of copyrighted works or 
| transfer of copyright. Furthermore, 


he found, there must be proof of the 


three | 


(Continued on page 30) 


Zimbalist Upped 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Sam Zimbalist, aide to Hunt 
Stromberg at Metro, has been upped 
to producer. ‘You'll Be Married By 
Noon’ is his first assignment. 
Bob Sterling, sound expert, moves 
into Zimbalist’s old spot. 
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Cullman Testifies Roxy Will Hit 3006 
Net in 37 If Scale Is Upped; 5006, °38 


He pointed out that the the- | 
| atre runs only premier pictures and | 
} that at present these cost about $6.- | 
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That One Year Limit on Contracts 
Bill Has Cal. Agents Plenty Jittery 


Los Angeles, March 30. 

Hollywood agents are greatly an- 
noyed at the amendment to Assem- 
blyman Cecil King’s assembly bill 
965 in the Committee on Labor and 
Capital, which will include a sec- 
tion that limits agents’ contracts 
with clients to one year. The agents 
are greatly concerned over this last 
minute amendment to the bill and 
are going to Sacramento to try and 
ward off the passage of this measure 
and also of bill 1226 introduced by 
Assemblymen James D. Garibaldi 
and Tom Maloney regulating agency 
operation and prohibiting the divi- 
sion of commissions with outside 
parties. 

The added section to bill 965 pro- 
vides that no contract between an 
employment agency and an appli- 
cant for employment shall continue 
in force and effect for more than 
one year from the date of the mak- 
ing thereof. And that any provision 
in such a contract providing for its 
continuance for more than one year 
from the date of signing is void. 
Also that after one year from the 
date of the making of such contract, 
no further fees, compensation or 
commission shall accrue to the 
agency. 

This amendment and added section 
to the original of 965, which pro- 
vided that it would be unlawful to 
withold any part of a person’s earn- 
ings while loaned from one employer 
to another, either at flat salary or a 
bonus, hits at both agent and pro- 
ducer. 

Shifting All Around 

The dynamite in the amendment 

would hit both ways as producers 


. have been making long-term con- 


tracts with players on an option 
basis and it is figured that if this bill 
goes through that the entire business 
methods of employment in the pic- 
ture business will have to be re- 
vamped, with agency incomes great- 
ly affected through the loaning of 
people who have steady employment 
trying to find a dodge to keep from 
paving the agents their 10%. 

The bigger agencies would be 
bedly hit by this measure as most 
of their clients are contract people 
to studios for long terms, getting big 
money. Being assured of steady em- 
ployment, these clients would be 

(Continued on page 70) 


WBS 4 WEEKS: 
PROD. HIATUS 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Production lull hits Warners dur- 
ing the next month, with the studio 
ordering four-week layoff periods 
for around 30 writers, players and 
directors. Vacations without pay in 
all covenants. 

tudio is far enough ahead on pro- 
duction to permit respite for con- 
tractees. 


WB EXECS END STUDIO 
CALL, TREK BACK EAST 


Following a two-week conference 
with Jack L. Warner, Hal B. Wallis 
and Bryan Foy on forthcoming pro- 
ductions, Gradwell Sears, general 
Sales manager, and his assistant Carl 
.Leserman, S. Charles Einfeld, direc- 
tor of advertising and publicity, and 
Norman H. Moray, sales head of 
Vitaphone shorts, have returned east. 

Sears is swinging eastward through 
the southern states but the others 
planed directly to New York. 


Van Ronkel Asks $13,000 
From U on Shorts Deal 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Sam Van Ronkel, formerly in 
charge of shorts production at Uni- 
versal, has filed suit for $13,000 
against the company, which he 
claims is due him under terms of a 
contract which assured him $1,000 
for each short subject produced by 
studio, whether he was identified 
with it or not. 

Van Ronkel complaint states that 
ag-ccment was terminated last 
August, at which time he had com- 
pleted several shorts for company. 























Songsmith’s WB Suit 


Sanford Green, composer now in 
Hollywood, filed suit in N. Y. Su- 
preme Court Monday (29) for breach 
of promise against Vitaphone Corp. 
Green seeks to collect $5,250 which 
he claims is due him on a-contract 
entered into last November under 
which he was to supply Vitaphone 
(Warner Bros. shorts) with lyrics 
and music for a minimum period 
of 44 weeks at $150 a week: 


He claims Vitaphone cancelled the 
contract Jan. 15, with 35 weeks still 
to go. 


BENNETTS 656 
SUIT VS. G-B ON 
FILM DEAL 


Los Angeles, March 30. 

Charging breach of contract, Con- 
stance Bennett, currently appearing 
in ‘Topper’ at Hal Roach studio, has 
filed suit for $65,000 against Gau- 
mont-British Pictures Corp., Ltd. 
Miss Bennett (in the complaint it’s 
Constance Bennett de la Falaise) de- 
clares she contracted with the pro- 
ducers to make two pix but that she 
had never been notified to complete 
the second. 


Actress also asked for an account- 
ing of receipts on the first, ‘Every- 
thing is Thunder,’ which she claims 
was never given her. She was to 
have received 10% of the gross 
receipts in the U. S. 


52ND STREET GREETER 
GETS FAM TUMBLE 


Jack White, vet nite club m.c. and 
comedian, now heading his own 
Club 18 (West 52d street, N. Y.) gets 
his first Hollywood film break in the 
Walter Wanger-United Artists forth- 
coming filmusical, ‘52d Street,’ which 
Hal Horne is supervising. 


Leland Hayward and Mark Hanna 
of the latter’s agency have signed 
White for films in general. The m.c., 
however, is making a separate 5% 
commish arrangement with Monte 
Proser because the latter first bally- 
hooed him for the ‘52d Street’ 
filmusical, bui the Hayward agency 
meantime stepped in and signed him 
up exclusively. 




















Lipscomb Weds, Rushes 


To Hollywood for ‘Geste’ 
London, March 30. 


William Lipscomb will marry 
Florence Taub, authoress, here April 
5 after a brief courtship, couple sail- 
ing for the U. S. on April 7. 


Lipscomb had planned to produce 
‘Ninety Sail,’ a legit play at the Saint 
James, in mid-April, with Edmund 
Gwenn practically set for the lead, 
but show has suddenly beer called 
off because Par called Lipscomb 
back. Pic company wants him on 
the Coast pronto for a new produc- 
tion of ‘Beau Geste.’ 


Acad OK’s Scrib Pact 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Academy writers’ branch has 
okayed amendments in Screen Play- 
wrights basic agreement for writers. 
Ratification is contingent on two- 
thirds vote of Academy writer-mem- 
bership. 











The Hartmans Go 20th 


The Hartmans, comedy dance 
team, have been signed to a term 
picture contract by 25th Century- 
Fox. 


Team is currently in ‘Red, Hot and 
Blue’ and doubled into the Persian 
Room of the Hotel Plaza, N. Y., until 
tonight. They leave for coast im- 
mediately upon closing of ‘Red Hot.’ 





Jack Bertell agented. 





Lubitsch’s 25 Years 





Hollywood, March 30. 
Ernst Lubitsch celebrated his 
25th anniversary in the pic biz 
March 26, 
Marlene Dietrich ordered up 
a cake on the ‘Angel’ set at 
Paramount, 











_to join 


METRO STILL IN 
A HUDDLE ON 
FOREIGN PIX 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Metro’s fereign production huddle 
is continuing through the week with 
no definite policy for picture mak- 
ing in London determined. Tenta- 
tive plan has Robert Taylor going 
abroad to make ‘A Yankee at Ox- 
ford’ under Jack Conway’s direction, 
and Luise Rainer to appear in ‘Rage 
in Heaven’ with Sidney Franklin as 
director. 

Attending confabs are Michael Bal- 
con, Ben Thau, Robert Ritchie, Ben 
Goetz and Louis B. Mayer, Ritchie 
and Goetz haul east within 10 days 
for return to London. _Balcon stays 
for another three weeks to iron out 
further story and production details. 


> DISNEY SHORTS TO 
BECOME ONE FEATURE 


‘Three Little Pigs,’ which will be a 
part of the Walt Disney cartoon fea- 
ture he is now getting together of 
Academy winning shorts for the past 
five years, has grossed a total of 
$250,000 to date and is expected to 
reach $300,000. Some dates for 
‘Pigs’ returned more than some fea- 
tures, due to bookings on percentage: 

Sales plans in connection with the 
Disney feature, made up of ‘Pigs’ 
and four other cartoons, plus con- 
necting matter, are pointing the pic- 
ture as the other half of double bills 
in the belief that it will sell well 
that way. 

Shorts going into the feature, win- 
ners of Academy awards from 1932, 
are ‘Flowers and Trees,’ ‘Pigs,’ ‘Tor- 
toise and Hare,’ ‘Three Orphaned 
Kittens’ and ‘Country Cousin.’ Com- 
pilation will run 4,400 feet and be 
entirely in Technicolor, with a 
special musical score _ prepared. 
United Artists will distribute. 


More Atlantans Go Pix 


Atlanta, March 30. 

This burg is sending two more out 
its Hollywood contingent, 
which now boasts Dixie Dunbar and 
Jane Withers. Latest to head west 
are Charlotte Bishman, 6, who has 
been given contract by WB, and 
Catherine Dittig, 13, signed with 
Educational. 

Both kids are dancers and singers 
and will leave in April with their 
mothers and ‘Speedy’ Steed, their 
accompanist, for the Coast. 

Another Atlanta juvenile is al- 
ready in Hollywood. She’s Kathryn 
Nimmo Howard, 3, there since 
January. 


Garnett Tees ‘Stand In’ 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Tay Garnett will start - directing 
‘Stand In’ for Walter Wanger April 
14. Leslie Howard is only one cast. 
Gene Towne and Graham Baker 
are scripting the Clarence Budington 
Kelland Satevepost yarn. 


























‘Ice’ Troupe on Location 


Hollywood, March 30. 

With Tyrone Power set opposite 
Sonja Henie in ‘Thin Ice,’ troupe 
headed by Sidney Lanfield, direc- 
tor, is at Ranier National Park in 
Washington grabbing outdoors shots. 

Raymond Griffith is associate pro- 
ducer. Boris Ingster and Milton 
Sperling scripted. 





Gail Patrick’s Proviso 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Carrying a proviso that she must 
receive topflight roles, a new con- 
tract has been handed Gail Patrick 
at Paramount. 








Initialer will be the lead opposite 
Jack Benny in ‘Artists and Models.’ 


———> 


Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





White Ties and Figure Eights 

It can be said of the audience at the Ice Skating Carnival at Madison 
Square Garden that they did not laugh when she got up to take a pratt. 
fall. A more tactful, Chesterfieldian, play-the-game audience there never 
was, and not from lack of opportunity to be otherwise. 

It seems prattfalls are indigenous to ice skating, to the very best ice 
skating. One just does not notice, that’s all. Not even the little kiddies 
in the topmost galleries notice. One is too rapt, watching for things to 
applaud, for spots to show one’s awareness of the difficult feats that do 
not look so difficult. The things that look difficult are merely spectacular: 
indeed, a trifle vulgar. These are values that only the experts understand. 
and the whole audience, at the Ice Carnival, are experts. Utterly sport- 
ing experts, like the audiences at the tennis matches used to be, before 
they took up booing. 

Carriage trade lousy with toppers, greetings wafted hither and yon, 


sub-debs in bunny, debs in little capes of the real thing, dowagers with * 


tiaras, colonels with arthritis, beautiful undergrads, agents looking for 
Sonja Henies, muggs blanching at the four-bit program tap, all pushing 
in a chattering mass during intermission into the foyers, swarming to the 
hot dog stands, eating hot dogs daintily, drinking beer, gay, gay, gay. 
Maddened by the change in the atmosphere, the pop venders muttered 
‘thank you,’ served Coca Cola when asked for Coca Cola. It might have 
been the bar at the Met, save that nobody looked harried with the thought 
of going back. 

Figure skating, it turns out, is guided by conventions, like a cotillion: 
the most rigorous of these: the ladies’ costumes must be dowdy, simply 
must, if only ever so slightly. Skirts must be either a little too long or 
too short, trimmings just a little too much; there must be maribou, hats 
should be worn plunk square on top of the head or slanting violently. 
The last cry, for ladies’ ice skating costumes, is remember, kindly, the 
soubret. 

Thus when Miss Melitta Brunner of Austria, looking like a glorious 
classie goddess, dared to appear for her “Torch Danse Heroique’ in a coat 
-of gilt paint, gilt helmet, plastron and essential aprons, that’s all, there 
was a spell during which the audience had to readjust itself before it 
could unbend to the sweeping grace of Miss Brunner’s movements. Even 
so, it liked Miss Brunner’s ‘Danse Slav’ still better—since for this she wore 
a regulation Russian confection, and the musical accompaniment, more 
clearly punctuated, ihspired her to interpretation in pure dance so beauti- 
fully executed everyone forgot she was on skates. Miss Brunner, besides, 
follows the music from start to finish. She fits her routines to the number 
—a practice that, in general, figure skating routines disregard. They end, 
it seems, whenever they get the notion, leaving the music suspended and 
homeless in an uncompleted chord, counting on a roll of the drums to tie 
the whole thing up—but that doesn’t quite do it. Miss Brunner, further- 
more, ends her numbers in the center of the rink, taking her bows skating 
off always facing the audience, never turning her back before she reaches 
the very door. So, too, Karl Schaeffer, who looks like Hamlet on ice. The 
others either don’t make it, or don’t know about this primary trick of 
showmanship. 

There was showmanship galore in the production, in the dramatic light- 
ing, for it was Leon Leonidoff who saw to that. Even comedy—the 
‘Krantzer Danse’ of Miss Peggy Fahy and Richard Toucey, done with the 
nice good humor of a number by Adele and Fred Astaire. For their finish, 
they fell, slowly, flat on their faces, like vaude comics leaning forward 
from elongated shoes, but they meant to. And even a ballet, choreog- 
raphy by Miss Florence Rogge, with circles within circles, a living sleigh, 
radium paint dresses for lights-out, and individual artistic temperament 
giving it a warm, homey, Music Hall touch. 





Doris Nolan’s ‘Society’ Gal 

‘Top of the Town’ is so big, you might say monstrous, it is only natural 
that Doris Nolan should be pictures’ greatest affront to ‘society’ girls, 
much greater even than Madeleine Carroll’s tribute to them in ‘On the 
Avenue.’ 

So Miss Nolan’s long bob swings out in a tremendous mass of final 
frizzing, her eyebrows sweep around her eyes in giant ares, whole dynas- 
ties of red fox give their lives that they may swoop round the hem of her 
beige cloth coat, swirl round the top of her turban, clamber across her 
pros 2 and the measure (in the script) of her dopiness, is similarly 
grand. 

Epic, too, is the exoticness of Gertrude Niesen’s make-up and Miss 
Niesen isn’t kidding. Eyes so heavy with shadow and false lashes she 
can scarcely lift their lids and so must peer out through narrowed slits, 
lips painted in such voluptuous curves they take on a permanent sneer, 
straight bangs and a long bob insisting on the length of her face from 
brow to chin, the whole thing a mask so obviously applied, one worries for 
its cracking when she sings. But it doesn’t crack, for Miss Niesen is a 
torch singer of such sophistication she doesn’t wiggle her face to express 
stuff, but only her body. There is no doubt about her being a torch singer, 
though, for you hear her singing ‘Where Are You,’ from way far off in 
the distance, and the camera takes you past miles and miles of candle-lit 
tables (peopled with motionless, enraptured extras) in a little candle-lit 
Greenwich Village cafe, before it brings you to Miss Niesen herself. After 


‘| all these goings-on, it is a little shattering to hear Miss Niesen read lines, 


for she talks like a nice New York home girl in a nice, flat, gentle little 
voice—rather like Janet Gaynor, in fact. 

Then there is Ella Logan who, it seems, feels ‘Top of the Town’ is her 
big chance at last and so she must give it all she’s got, every precious 
thing, every blessed moment. Nota shot, not even in the far background, 
but what she’s pushing her hat around; her close-ups are sheer frenzies 
of personality. But Miss Logan, despite her zeal, is good enough and 
likable enough to deserve someone’s coming along soon who wil]. whisper 
to her about restraint. 





Coquetish Simone 

For quite a long time, in ‘Seventh Heaven,’ Simone Simon doesn't open 
her mouth, which is all to the good. Silent, photographed in various still 
attitudes of dejection, she might be anything, even the poor little waif 
that they say. Her lowered eyelids can be despair; her shyness, hope- 
lessness. 

But eventually she must speak, and the moment she does, it all turns 
out to have been coquetry. Practical, experienced coquetry, as sure and 
successful and instinctive as the technique of Jean Harlow. Miss Simon, 
once she speaks, is a cutie with a plan of attack. She uses the very young 
feline approach, creeping in step by step, snuggling closer as resistance 
wavers, and establishes herself firmly long before her opponent catches 
on that there’s even been a combat. She works so softly, all the time 
steadily fortifying her position, that when he finds out what's happened 
to him, it’s too late, and besides, he thinks he wouldn’t have had it any 
other way. It doesn’t matter whether Miss Simon is ‘Diane’ or not; shes 
good. She knows how to do what she does expertly, it’s a pity the script 
wouldn’t let her chuck ‘Chico’ when the rich French officer wanted her 
to come over to his house, This would have been only logical, the in- 
evitable next step. 

Miss Simon has a beautifully swirled-out long bob, carefully tended and 
proportioned by no less than an Antoine, it seems. Gale Sondergaard 
bares her teeth when she beats Miss Simon, but steady people in the 
audience still don’t wince with her blows.. 





tennister, under contract will be 
made this week when Darryl F. 
Zanuck returns from a Del Monte 
vacash. 


Racqueter’s Test 





Hollywood, March 30. 








Decision as to whether 20th-Fox 
will place Helen Wills Moody, the 


Studio will make voice and dra- 





matic tests this week. 
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George Archinbaud 
Dorothy Arzner 
Lloyd Bacon 
Monty Banks 
Reginald Barker 
William Beaudine 
Harry Beaumont 
Spencer Bennett 
John Blystone 
Frank Borzage 
Charles Brabin 
R. N. Bradbury 
Herbert Brenon 
Howard Bretherton 
Monte Brice 
Clarence Brown 
Melville Brown 
Ted Browning 
Clyde Bruckman 
David Butler 
Christy Cabanne 
Frank Capra 
Edwin Carewe 
Ralph Cedar 
*Charles Chaplin 
Elmer Clifton 
Edward Cline 
Jack Conway 
Lloyd Corrigan 
*James Cruze 
*Irving Cummings 
Michael Curtiz 
Roy Del Ruth 
*Cecil B. DeMille 
*William C. DeMille 
Allan Dwan 
Reeves Eason 
Maurice Elvey 
Ray Enright 
*George Fitzmaurice 
Victor Fleming 
James Flood 
Robert Florey 
John Ford 
Eugene Forde 


Directors 


(244) 





(136) 


Wallace Fox 
Chester Franklin 
Sidney Franklin 
Harry Fraser 

Tay Garnett 

Louis Gasnier 
*Edmund Goulding 
Alfred E. Green 
Edward H. Griffith 
Nick Grinde 
Victor H. Halperin 
Howard Hawks 
Hobart Henley 
Albert Herman 
Howard Higgin 
Robert F. Hill 
Lambert Hillyer 
James P. Hogan 
James W. Horne 
William K. Howard 
Ralph Ince 

Erle C. Kenton 
Henry King 

Louis King 
Alexander Korda 
Gregory LaCava 
Edward Laemmle 
Sidney Lanfield 

D. Ross Lederman 
Rowland V. Lee 
Robert Z. Leonard 
Mervyn LeRoy 
*Frank Lloyd 

Del Lord 

*Ernst Lubitsch 
Edward Ludwig 
Henry McRae 
Noel Mason 
Archie L. Mayo 
John P. McCarthy 
William H. McGann 
James McKay 
George Melford 
*Lothar Mendes 
Lewis Milestone 
Vin Moore 


(37) 


*Indicates prior identification with the stage. 


Directors of silent films active in sound production. 


Marshall Neilan 
Roy William Neill 
Fred Newmeyer 
William Nigh 
Frank O’Connor 

Al Raboch 

Albert Ray 
*Charles F. Reisner 
*John Robertson 
Albert Rogell 

Phil Rosen 

Richard Rosson 
*Wesley Ruggles 
Malcolm St. Clair 
Alfred Santell 
*Victor Schertzinger 
Ernest Schoedsack 
Aubrey Scotto 
Edward Sedgwick 
Lewis Seiler 
William A. Seiter 
Forrest Sheldon 
Paul Sloane 
Edward Sloman 
*John M. Stahl 
*Paul L. Stein 

Ben Stoloff 

Frank Strayer 
*Edward Sutherland 
Norman Taurog 
Ray Taylor 

Sam Taylor 

James Tinling 
Frank Tuttle 

*W. S. Van Dyke 
King Vidor 
*Robert C. Vignola 
*Josef Von Sternberg 
Richard Wallace 
Raoul Walsh 

Lois Weber 
William A. Wellman 
Alfred L. Werker 
Sam Wood 
William Wyler 


Directors who were formerly assistant directors, art direc- 
tors, cameramen, film cutters, or in mechanical departments: 


+> 





SILENT FILM MEN 
HOLD THEIR PLACE 


Of 244 Directors, Only 57 
Came to Films from the 
Theatre; 21 Since Intro 
of Sound; 23 Producers, 
of 123, from Stage—Pro- 
ducer - Director Aces of 
Crop on Authority 


| ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS 


By JOHN C. FLINN 
Hollywood, March 30. 

Where does the associate producer 
stop and the director begin? 

This proposition may be of no spe- 
cial concern outside of Hollywood, 
but delving into the subject unfolds 
a few sidelights pertinent to current 
studio operation. One revelation is 
that, for the most part, the executive 
and creative personnel is the same 
which brought the silent picture to 
its utmost development. 

It wasn’t so long ago that you 
could watch a picture unfold, with- 
out seeing the credits, and immedi- 
ately name the director of the film. 
This was particularly true of the 
silent days. It is doubtful if that 
holds good now except in rare in- 
stances. It emphasizes the point that 
modern screen production is the re- 
sult of team play rather than indi- 
vidual ball carrying. The open field 
runner today is apt to stumble over 
his own interference. The transition 
in production methods is distinct. 
Even greater than most people inter- 
ested in picture making may realize. 


No Longer King 


surveys on the lot. He is still im- 
portant, of course, but his is hardly 
now the final word. Into the situa- 
tion has come the associate producer. 





The director is not king of all he ' 





STAGE DOES NOT DOMINATE 





Producers 


(123) 


“Indicates prior identification with 


scenario and business departments: 


(30) 
Dario Faralla 
*Bryan Foy 
Max Golden 
Edmund Grainger 
Edward Gross 
A. W. Hackel 
Henry Henigson 
Bernard H. Hyman 
Paul Jones 
Carl Laemmle, Jr. 


George M. Arthur 
Pandro S. Berman 
Irving Briskin 
Sidney Brod 
Emanuel Cohen 
Ralph Cohn 

John Considine 
Jack Cummings 
Frank Davis 
Harry L. Decker 


distribution or exhibition: 

(21) 
Phil Goldstone 
Ben Judell 
M. H. Hoffman 
Sam Katz 


William Berke 
Lou Edelman 
Milton Feld 
Bud Barsky 


Maurice Conn Burt Kelly 
Maury Cohn Sol Lesser 
Ken Goldsmith Nat Levine 


Producers and associate producers 
screen writers: 

(24) 
Nunnally Johnson 
f&dward Kaufman 

. *William LeBaron 
W. D. Lighton 
Robert Lord 
Jos. L. Mankiewicz 
Gene Markey 
Sam Marx 


Earl Baldwin 
Colbert Clark 
Edward F. Cline 
Jack Cunningham 
Michael Fessier 
*Leonard Fields 
*Benjamin F. Glazer 
Lucien Hubbard 





(25) 
E. M. Asher Al E. LeVoy 
Arthur F. Beck E. J. Mannix 


Sam Bischoff 

Sam Briskin 
Trem Carr 

Harry Cohn 

Larry D’Armour 
William T. Gackey 
*Jesse L. Lasky 


Louis B. Mayer 
Zion Meyers 
Harry Rapf 

Hal Roach 
Edward Sedgwick 
David O. Selznick 


the stage. 


Producers and associate producers from studio technical, 


David Lewis 
Paul Malvern 
Lou Ostrow 

Ben Pivar 
Joseph Pasternak 
L. A. Sarecky 
Armand Schaefer 
Herman Schlom 
Sam Zimbalist 
Victor Zobel 


Producers and associate producers formerly connected with 


Lee Marcus 

Ned Marin 

Cliff Reid 
Charles R. Rogers 
Richard Rowland 
Mel A. Shauer 
Harry Sherman 


who were formerly 


Robert Presnell 
Maurice Revnes 
Rogart Rogers 
*Morrie Ryskind 
E. Lloyd Sheldon 
Ray Taylor 
*Harlan Thompson 
Darryl Zanuck 


Producers and associate producers from silent pictures: 


Winfield R. Sheehan 
William Sistrom 
Edward Small 

John Stone 

*Walter Wanger 
Sol Wurtzel 

Jack Warner 
Adolph Zukor 


¥*Producers and associate producers formerly identified with 
the stage (legit, vaudeville, or burlesque) imported to Holly- 
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wood since introduction of sound: 

(13) 
*John Emerson 
*Lewis E. Gensler 
*Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
*Dan Keefe 


Thomas Atkins 
Scott E. Beal 
William Berke 
Herbert Biberman 
Edward L. Cahn 
C.C, Coleman, Jr. 
Arthur C. Collins 
Lewis R. Foster 
Karl Freund 
Cedric Gibbons 
Alexander Hall 
Henry Hathaway 


W. C. Menzies 
Jean Negulesco 
George Nicholls, Jr. 
Gilbert Pratt 
Theodore Reed 
Armond Schaefer 
Lesley Selander 
David Selman 
William Shea 
Lynn Shores 
Nate Watt 

Mack V. Wright 


Stuart Heisler 

H. Bruce Humberstone 
Arthur Jacobson 
Edward Killy 
Lew Landers 
Walter Lang 
Mitchell Leisen 
Otho Lovering 

S. Roy Luby 
Burt Lynwood 
Duncan Mansfield 
Edward L. Marin 
Gus Meins 


Take the cutting of a film. Formerly 
no one dared suggest that anyone cut 
the picture but the director. Who 
cuts it today? Well, different studios 
are following different schemes. At 
some the director makes the first 
cut, after whith the a.p. follows up 
with his slice. Over at 20th Century 
it is known that Zanuck, as head of 
production, personally scissors at 
least all the important films. At 
some studios the a.p. goes on the 
sets; at others the a.p.’s do not. 


*Rufus LeMaire 
*Al Lewis 
*Robert North 
*Max Winslow 


*George Batchelor 
*Harry Joe Brown 
*Earl Carroll 
*Edward Chodorov 
*B. G. DeSylva 
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Producers and associate producers formerly publicity men: 


(6) 
Hunt Stromberg 
Robert F. Sisk 


Hal Horne 
Harold Hurley 


Joseph H. Steele 
Hal Wallis 


2 
* 

rl 

; 

: 
wa 
4 
3 








SEPT Meee ok eek a 





Karl Brown 
Rowland Brown 
William J. Cowen 
Ford Beebe 


William Carruth 
William Clemens 
Lewis Collins 


*Busby Berkeley 
*David Burton 
*John Cromwell 
*George Cukor 
*Chester Erskin 
*Thornton Freeland 
*Marion Gering 


*Leo Bulgakov 
William Dieterle 
Eugene Frenke 
William Keighley 


Lew Ayres 

*Edward Buzzell 
*Norman Foster 
*James Gleason 


John H. Auer 
Fred Guiol 


ie 








(22) 
John Farrow 
*Leonard Fields 
Harry Fraser 
*Ben Hecht 
Charles F. Lamont 
*Max Marcin 
*Charles MacArthur 
Leo McCarey 





(21) 
*Ben Holmes 
*Arthur Lubin 
*Hamilton MacFadden 
*Russell Mack 
*Frank McDonald 
*Rouben Mamoulian 
*Philip Moeller 





Directors from European studios: 


(11) 
Henry Koster 
Harry Lachman 
*Fritz Lang 
Kurt Neumann 





(11) 
*Russel Hopton 
*Bert Lytell 
*Elliott Nugent 
*Gregory Ratoff 





(6) 


Norman McLeod 
Ralph Staub 


Directors who were formerly screen writers: 


Ray McCarey 
*Robert Riskin 
*Murray Roth 
*J. Walter Ruben 


Mark Sandrich 
*Sidney Salkow 
Tim Whelan 


*Directors formerly identified with the stage imported to 
Hollywood since the introduction of sound: 


*Ralph Murphy 
*Irving Pichel 
*H. C. Potter 
*Max Reinhardt 
*Edgar Selwyn 
*Stuart Walker 
*George White 


Charles Vidor 
James Whale 
Harold Young 


Directors who were formerly screen actors and now direc- 
ing sound pictures: 


*Joseph Santley 
Glenn Tryon 
*Crane Wilbur 


Directors who have graduated from directing shorts: 


George Stevens 
F. Herrick Herrick 


Many directors today practically 
parallel the stage director. Meaning 
that story, cast, etc. have been 
scheduled for him, and, due to the 
manner in which final Scripts are 
now prepared, he can practically 
follow a road map if so inclined. 
Hence the director, like the stage 
director, is maimly concerned with 
providing the ‘business’ to accom- 
pany the dialog and setting the 
tempo at which the scenes are to be 
played. 

This is not true of all directors, 
but it marks a change in method for 
many of them. It also brings out 
that the current producer-directors, 
of which there are few (about 10), 
come closest to still being captains 
of their box office souls, as were the 
silent film princes of royal blood. 

For those who long for the past, 
personnel statistics on the modern 
production setup should prove a 
source of comfort, and something of 
a surprise for those who take it for 
granted that picture production has 
been taken over by the stage. The 
figures reveal that of the 244 direc- 
tors on Hollywood's active list today, 
136 directed silent films (of whom 20 
were formerly of the theatre), and 
but 21 have come from the stage 
since the induction of sound. In addi- 
tion are eight former stage drama- 
tists, nine legitimate actors and two 
directors from the European theatre. 
In the case of producers and asso- 











| ciate producers, 
| that of an active total of 123, 


the figures reveal 
some 
| 25 were producing when films were | 


| silent (of whom two were formerly | 


of the theatre) and 21 have been 
imported from the stage since sound. 
‘In the latter group are former 


dr amatists. 


Another significant point in favor director: 


Producers and associate prod 
paper fields: 


*George Haight 


Henry Franke (Warners) 





(3) 
Merritt Hulburd 
Associate producers from abroad (Germany) : 


(1) 


ucers from magazine and news- 


*Kenneth MacGowan 











of the ‘old timers’ is that of the 10 
pictures nominated by the Academy 
as candidates for its '36 prize, seven 
were directed by men who began 
their film careers prior to sound. 


Heretofore rules of the Academy 
merit awards did not encompass rec- 
ognition for associate producers. Be- 
ginning next year, however, the 
Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award, 
in the form of an annual plaque to 
be permanently retained by the re- 
cipient, will be awarded to the pro- 
ducer who excels in consistency of 
productions made under his personal 
supervision, 

With the exception of ‘Mr. Deeds, 
which Frank Capra produced and 
directed at Columbia, all the pictures 
which qualified for the Academy 
award this year carried the name of | 
a producer on its credit title card. 

It is not necessarily a fact that the 
importance of the director has been 
lessened since the advent of sound. 


It can-be said, and truthfully, that | 


the director now assumes duties 
which demand more intense applica- 
tion to actual shooting than in for- 
mer years. Heretofore everything 
from costumes to casting was tossed 


| in his lap. Today the associate pro- 


| 


_ducer is responsible for these pre- | 


' liminary details. 
With the exception of the producer- 
s, of whom Cecil B. DeMille 


would be an example, it can be said 
that modern production is very much 
a matter of the director and the as- 
sociate producer. Perhaps it can be 
summed up in a general way by 
saying that the director plus the a.p. 
equals a good picture; the director 
versus the a.p. means a bad one. 
The accompanying statistical boxes 
to this story comprise an attempt to 
show the origin of the current list 
of directors and associate producers 
on the Coast. Minor differences may 
be noted, such as Mervyn LeRoy be- 
ing listed as a director. LeRoy has 
recently become a producer-director, 
but his first picture, as such, has just 





been released. Al Jolson has also 
| become an a.p., but has not yet re- 
| leased a film. The producer-directors 
| are mostly listed as directors. Other- 
| wise it is believed that the listings 
give an accurate eeuERY-HEeMown. 


Metro Wants Tully 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Metro wants Jim Tully on the 
script of ‘The Foundry.’ 
Tully is trying to win Metro into 





doing his ‘Bruiser’ as part of the 
deal, but studio can’t see anybody to 

; cast in it. Chief interest in the Tully 
piece, which was Irving Thalberg’s, 
passed out with his death. 
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Rockefellers’ Williamsburg, Va., 
Locale of New R. C. Musical Play 





Vv. 


The Rockefellers, already deep in 
various forms of show business with 
their Radio City activities, may go 
into legit producing in the fall. 
Heretofore they only partially 
financed ‘The Great Waltz’ (Max 
Gordon) and ‘White Horse Inn | 
(Warner Bros. - Charrell - Stebbins). 
Tentative plans call for production 
by the Music Hall staff of an oper- 





'tainment are appearing 


1-REELER AS TEST FILM 


Par Uses Flock of Neophytes in Its 
‘Swing Fever’ Short 








Hollywood, March 30. 
Newcomers to the screen and film 
novices from other fields of enter- 
in ‘Swing 


Fever,’ one-reeler which Herbert 


etta by Arthur Schwartz and Lau- | Moulton is producing at Paramount. 
rence Stallings in the Center theatre It’s more of a test than anything else. 


to succeed ‘White Horse Inn,’ cur- 
rent tenant, which is slated to close 
Saturday night (3), although may 
li..ger, dependant on current week’s 
biz. 

Contracts has not been inked, but 
Schwartz and Stallings have sub- 
mitted a skeleton script, with por- 
tions of the dialog and several mu- 
sical numbers complete. Rockefeller 





officials and the Music Hall staff 
have tentatively approved it. Both 
Schwartz and Stallings are now in 


Cast includes’ Billie Daniels, 
Cocoanut Grove dancer; Lucille 
Lamar and Dorothy, both LeRoy 
Prinz terpsters; Bill Roberts, dancer- 
singer; Gwyllan Ford, little theatre 
embryo; June Kilgore, ether singer; 
Tom Skinner, of the Pasadena Com- 
munity Playhouse; Stanley Brown, 
recent U.C.L.A. grad, and Margaret 
Campbell, moppet torcher. Oliver 
Hinsdell, talent scout, Al Siegel, 
voice teacher, and LeRoy Prinz, 


| dance director, are coaching the 


Eurone, supposedly working at least | neophytes. 


part time on the show. 
cision is expected until their return 
ab»ut mid-April. 

Still untitled, the Schwartz-Stall- 
ings show would be a musical on the 
scale of ‘Inn’ and ‘Waltz,’ with a cast 
of more than 100 and a lavish pro- 
duction. tory deals with a show 
troupe which comes to America in 
Colonial times, and allows plenty of 
opportunity for elaborate costuming 
and sets. And while it’s termed en- 
tirely a coincidence, the story’s lo- 
cale is Williamsburg, Va., which the 
Rockefelers recently restored to its 
ori*inal Colonial state. 

Plans haven’t yet reached point 
where any players are being con- 
sidered for the show. Also denied 
that any particular stage designer is 
contemplated. but understood Albert 
Johnson has been approached. 

If and when the Rockefellers pro- 
duce the musical, Leon Leonidoff 
and his staff which puts on the stage 
shows at the Music Hall, would con- 
stitute the production nucleus. Radio 
City execs disclaim any idea of ever 
going into straight dramatic produc- 
tion or even putting on large oper- 
ettas as a general policy, but admit 
they may do other musicals for the 
Center if this one is successful. 

If the Radio City staff doesn’t 
stage the Schwartz-Stallings musica! 
for the Center’s next show, one of 
several other available scripts might 
be produced. 

The Schwartz-Stallings musical 
contemplated by the Rockefellers is 
not to be confused with Schwartz’ 
forthcoming show, ‘Between the 
Devil,’ musical which the Shuberts 
plan to produce in the fall. English 
comedian, Jack Buchanan, will head 
the cast of that one. 


Ucher Lands Yarn With 
Par; Fanchon to Produce 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Next production assignment at 
Paramount for Fanchon (Simon) will 
be ‘Summer Romance,’ skeded for 
ea-ly summer release. 

Opus will be scripted from an idea 
submitted by Lilly Anderson, usher 
in a Chicago theatre, and will fea- 
ture Shirley Ross, Lynne Overman, 
Johnny Downs, Yacht Club Boys, 
Mary Carlisle, Terry Walker and 
Olympe Bradna. 











Park on Rogers Site 


Sacramento, March 30. 

Bill permitting the state to lease 
1,500-foot Pacific ocean frontage on 
the Will Rogers estate to add to the 
park system has been introduced in 
the legislature. 

Measure carries a $100,000 ap- 
propriation. 


‘NERVE’ LEADS SPOTTED 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Barton MacLane and Josephine 
Hutchinson have been inked for 
leads in Warners ‘It Takes Nerve,’ 
yarn by Don Ryan and George 
Gamet on the seeing dogs which 
serve the blind. 

Frank McDonald will direct for 
Bryan Foy, with production slated 
for April 15. 





Young Holt On Loan 
Hollywood, March 30. 
Tim Holt, son of Jack Holt, under 
contract to Walter Wanger, has been 
loaned to Samuel Goldwyn for ‘Stella 





No final de- | 








Reinhardt Draws 
Dosty’s ‘Gambler’ 
At WB; Davis Tops 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Bette Davis will be starred in ‘The 
Gambler,’ which will be Max Rein- 
hardt’s next directing job at War- 
ners. Production is slated for sum- 
mertime. 

Milton Krims is adapting from 
Feodor Dostoievsky’s original. 


‘JOY OF LIVING,’ DUNNE 
STARRER, FOR SANDRICH 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Next directorial assignment for 
Mark Sandrich at RKO will be ‘The 
Joy of Livivg,’ Irene Dunne starrer. 
Production starts June 1, with Felix 
Young associate producer. 

Jerome Kern, Dorothy Fields and 
Herbert Fields are writing music, 
lyrics and screenplay. 


Phyllis Brooks et Al. 
Sued for 10% Commish 


Los Angeles, March 30. 

Four agency suits to collect com- 
missions on acting contracts were 
filed last week. 

Stephens-Kemper seeks $38,000 
from Phyllis Brooks, alleging breach 
of contract and wrongful discharge. 
Agency alleges that under a contract 
signed in August, 1936, it placed her 
in the Broadway production of 
‘Stage Door’ and as a result received 
several studio calls but the actress 
rejected them. Later she discharged 
the agency and more recently signed 
a contract at 20th-Fox. Stephens- 
Kemper also filed a suit against 
Charles Tannen for $450 alleged owed 
for work outfit obtained for him at 
20th-Fox. 

Hoffman-Schlager, Inc., filed action 
for $1,700 against Richard Thorpe, 
director, alleging that amount is due 
on his Metro contract. Outfit also 
seeks $500 from Betty Roberts on 
work obtained at Universal. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ralph Bettinson. 
Rubey Cowan. 
Lester Hammil. 

Mrs. Hal Horne. 
Lou Irwin. r 
George S. Kaufman. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Marr. 
Tyrone Power. 
Stanley Ridges. 

Ritz Bros. 

Georgia Wolfe. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Victor H. Clarke. 
S. Charles Einfeld. 
Percy Elkeles. 

W. H. Fawcett. 
Teddy Hart. 

Carl Lesserman. 
Edmund Lowe. 
Frank Mason. 

Sid Rogell. 


























Dallss,’ going into production this | 


woek. 
Joe Bigelow is concocting comedy 
dialog for the film. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


George J. Schaefer. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Cal Swanson. 

Linton Wells. 
Herschel Williams. 


Rivkin Booneing Col. 
Hollywood, March 30. 

Joseph Rivkin, who recently re- 
signed as casting director for Hal 
Roach, joins Columbia as head of its 
talent department April 5. 

Rivkin will endeavor to locate and 
develop new talent, with his duties 


in no way conflicting with those of 
Bob Mayo, casting chief. 


Goldwyn Pays Off 
‘Hurricane’ Natives 
With Chewing Gum 


Hollywood, March 30. 
With P. K. Wrigley, now on the 











| Coast, supplying <everal cases of gum 


to be used as supplemental pay fof 
natives working in ‘Hurricane,’ on 
Samoa Island, negotiations are under 
way between Samuel Goldwyn, pro- 
ducer of the pic, and the manu- 
facturer, to hookup in a nation-wide 
exploitation campaign for the film. 
Wrigley’s gum is en route to the 
South Seas with Goldwyn’s first 
location crew. 

Deal is likely to include national 
24-sheet coverage by Wrigley, in 
addition to Goldwyn’s own two- 
month 24-sheeting on ‘Hurricane.’ 

United States Navy, in control of 
American Samoa, will not permit the 
picture companies to pay the natives 
directly, lest it disturb the economic 
conditions on the island. Goldwyn 
company will. use corned beef, 
tinned salmon, striped stick candy 
and tobacco, in addition to the gum. 

Arthur Hillyer, of Wrigley’s Chi- 
cago office, is on the Coast handling 
negotiations. 





SILL FIELDS NOW WELL 


ENOUGH TO MAKE A PIC 


Hollywood, March 30. 

William C. Fields drew his first 
assignment from Paramount in over 
a year when set for ‘Big Broadcast.’ 
Comedian expects to leave the Pasa- 
dena sanitarium in a few weeks. 

Fields was so elated over his con- 
dition and weight pickup he sent for 
photogs to be mugged and let friends 
know how well he looks. 


James P. Hogan Boosted 
To Top Par Meg List 


Hollywood, March 30. 
James P. Hogan, Paramount di- 
rector, has been promoted to the 
major feature division. He’ll handle 
‘The Last Train from Madrid.’ 
Hogan directed five low cost pix on 
the lot during the last year. 


Welch, Sans Agent, 


Draws New Par Pact 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Eddie Welch, one of the few Holly- 
wood names working without an 
agent, was handed a new two-year 
pact at Paramount. Welch, former 
New York comedy scripter, goes into 
his fourth year on the Par payroll. 
During last year he worked on 14 
scripts. At present he’s collabing on 
script of “Tightwad,’ which will fea- 
ture Edward Everett Horton. 


ARRIVALS 


Charles (Buddy) Rogers, Eric 
Maschwitz, William Hewitt, Kate 
Aschaffenburg, Valera Molinar, Jack 
Davies, H. Mollison, Nelson Double- 
day, Matthew Hohner. 


SAILINGS 


April 14 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Downey, Irvin 
Marks, Robert Riskin, Truman Tal- 
ley, Gloria Swanson (Normandie). 




















April 7 (London to New York) 
Chilton and Thomas (Normandie). 

April 7 (New York to London) 
Doc Sims, Bill O’Brien (Ile de 
France). 

April 7 (New York to London) 


Walter Hutchinson, Sid Kent, Mor- 
ris Goodman (Queen Mary). 

April 3 (Los Angeles to Shanghai) 
Sol Wurtzel (President Hoover). 

April 1 (New York to Paris) Doc 
Sims. Bill O’Brien (Ile de France). 

March 31 (New York to London) 
Mary Lewis (Aquitania). 

March 28 (New York to London) 
Ludwig Hoffman, Gertrud Ruenger, 
Dagmar and Siegfreds Nordstrom 
(Hansa). 

March 27 (New York to London) 
Joseph E. Bernhard, Paul Lukas, 
Jacqueline Salomons, A. W. Tarbell. 
Thomas Driberg George Komaroff 





(Paris). 





Hollywood Vs, New York 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





How does New York compare to 
Hollywood for the actor? Nobody 
asked. me but what’s a mugg going 
to do when he has to knock out a 
column? 

Let us first compare the actor’s 
Main Streets. New York still has 
its Broadway; a Broadway splattered 
with orange juice, hamburger stands, 
auction rooms, pin games, double 
features, burlesque shows and quick 
lunchrooms. But still it’s Broadway. 
It holds a certain fascination for the 
old timer who remembers Hammer- 
stein’s, the Metropole, Churchill’s, 
the old Palace, the Knickerbocker 
and the Claridge. And to the newie 
in the show business it has tradition. 
He knows that history, show busi- 
ness history, was made right on this 
street; the most widely advertised 
street in the world, Broadway, the 
heart (and the kidneys) of the show 
business. 

The newcomer can walk up and 
down the street and meet many of 
the biggies in all the branches of 
the show business. Everybody sort 
of uses the street to go to other 
places. There are many new faces, 
but new faces have a habit of show- 
ing up on Broadway. Cohan, Harris, 
Collier were once new faces on 


Broadway. Broadway is a rehearsal | 


hall for wrinkles. 

Hollywood has its Hollywood 
boulevard and Vine street—a sad 
sort of a street with actors using 
it as a spot to just look around to 
see who isn’t there. Of course it’s 


a young street, yet...maybe in years | 


to come the Shirley Temples and 
the Freddie Bartholomews will have 
fond memories of it. 
Nite Life 
There isn’t hardly any night life 
in Hollywood, but that is easily un- 
derstood. When one is working in 
the pictures one must be on the job 
early in the morning. One must look 
good, and fresh; that camera can't 
be fooled. You can’t grease up baggy 
eyes and make ‘em look wide awake 
from the fourth row in pictures like 


you can on the stage. And for that | 


very reason one sees very little 
public drunkeness in Hollyweod. 
When they do go off on a toot, they 
wait until the picture is over and 
then they take a week-end bender 
up in Frisco, away from the picture 
‘scouts.’ 

There are more cabarets on one 
side of 52d street in New York than 
in all Hollywood and Los Angeles 
together. Hollywood is more of a 
luncheon town. The Brown Derbys, 
Vendome, Levy’s, The Masquers and 
the commissaries of the major studios 
are jammed. New York also, has a 
great luncheon crowd—the Astor, 
Algonquin, the Waldorf,: Biltmore, 
Plaza, 21, the Lambs, are just packed 
with afternoon show talk and food. 

Gambling is concentrated in Holly- 
wood. It’s in spots where almost 
everybody can get in and waltz Lady 
Luck around until her feet or your 
dough gives out. In New York one 
has to be known (known to have 
money) to be able to get into those 
places that change your coin for 
chips and then take the chips. They 
gamble for high stakes out in Holly- 
wood, but those New York guys 
aren’t exactly pikers either. 

Amusements in Hollywood are 
few. Sometimes a Broadway Show 
with the original cast dares come 
as far as Los Angeles for a few 
weeks. 

They have fights twice a week, 
the Trocadero and Louis Prima’s 
Famous Door on Sunday nights, the 
Biltmore and Ambassador’ (Los 
Angeles) for dancing, Santa Anita 
during the racing season, and foot- 
ball and night girl-baseball games. 





Alice Faye’s Waker-Up 
Wins Her a New 20th Pact 


Hollywood, March 30. 
After Darryl Zanuck saw Alice 
Faye’s performance in ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ in the rough-cut stage, 


supplant it with a new one carrying 


uppage incoin. Superseded deal hed 
more than three years to go. 

Miss Faye goes into ‘Last Year’s 
Kisses,” which Norman Tauvrog will] 
direct. Mack Gordon 
Revel are doing the tunes. 





‘LEGION’ LEADS SET 
Hollywood, March 20. 


Anne Nagel and Dick Foran get | 


the leads in Warners ‘The Devil's 
Saddle Legion,’ which Bobby Con- 
nolly will direct. 

Willard Parker and Granville Owen 
are in supporting roles. 


he | 
agreed to tear up her contract and | 


and Harry | 


When you figure that New York has 
over 30 legitimate theatres. hundreds 
of picture houses, hockey, racin 
basketball, major league baseball. ,, 
well, let’s skip it. 
Sunshine 

Climate? Well that’s just a matter 
of taste. During the rainy season in 
Hollywood it isn’t so nice although 
even then they do get many days 
of sunshine. But during the summer 
the weather is grand, plenty of sun. 
shine—that is if you like sunshine 
all the time, and very few people 
don’t. The days are warm and the 
nights cool which insures a good 
night’s rest. You can depend on the 
weather for golfing..When one gets 
a little older, say in the spreading 


penetrating creaking bones. But a 
steady diet of sunshine sort of slows 
one up...you just don’t have the pep 
you have in New York—but why 
have pep? Sure New York has snow, 
cold nasty days, but if you have 
long underwear and a heavy coat 
what’s the difference? 

As for jobs, the studios use thou- 
sands of actors a week; there are 
also a dozen radio programs that 
use extra talent; they have a few 
stage shows (presentations) and a 
few nitery jobs. In Hollywood the 
picture studios are the greatest em- 
ployers of actors. New York still 

(Continued on page 69) 
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LOU LUSTY BLOWING 
| RKO IN COIN TIFF 


| Hollywood, March 30. 
| Lou Lusty, executive assistant to 
|S. J. Briskin at RKO and who acted 
as a producer on the lot, is quitting 
shortly. He joined RKO when his 
boss moved over from Columbia 
four years ago. 

Reported that no upping of coin is 
reason for his bow-out. 

















Par Signs Calgary Bros.; 
Niela Gocdelle Next? 


Calgary Bros., European comedy 
pair currently with Eddy Duchin on 
the Paramount stage, N. Y., have 
signed for two pix for Paramount. 
Due on the Coast April 26 and will 
go into ‘Double or Nothing,’ with 
Bing Crosby, followed by ‘Artists 
and Models.” Deal carries usual 
options. Set by Jules Stein, of Music 
Corp. of America. 

It'll be the Calgarys’ first Ameri- 
can pix. Have appeared in British, 
French and Italian films. 

Par is also interested in Niela 
Goodele, Adolph Zukor himself Mon- 
day (29) having looked her over. 
Calgarys go to Hollywood on cone 
clusion of the Par, N. Y., date, in a 
week or two. 

Scheduled for three weeks at the 
New York de luxer, Calgarys, after 
18 days (April 10), leave for a book- 
ing at the Cocoanut Grove, Holly- 
wood, before reporting at the studio. 





Koster Back West 


Henry Koster, director of ‘100 Men 
and a Girl,’ who has been in Phila- 
delphia to aid in recording location 
scenes for picture, came into New 
York for a few days this week to 
give Carnegie Hall the once-over. 
Scenes of this hall are to be used 
in film. 

Koster, who is directing Deanna 
Durbin in song numbers in Phila- 
delphia recordings, which Leopold 
Stokowski is batoning, expects to 
leave for the Coast at the end of this 
week. 








IRV BRECHER SCRIPTING 

Signing of Irving S. 5Srecher to as- 
“st on scripting of RKO'’s ‘New 
‘aces’ pic, with Milton Berle, makes 
‘im the fifth person of Berle’s radio 
-yntingent to land with the film. 
, ~-recher was signatured this week on 
he Coast, where he prepares comics 
-adio material. . 

Others on program and set in the 
yicture are Berle’s stooge Tommy 
‘ecil Mack, Bert Gordon and Jolly 
Tillette (Eileen Barton), kid singer. 





TO H’WOOD ON SPEC 
Melbourne, March 7 
Frank O'Brian, revue c median for 


| rank Neil, intends tripping ‘ 
| Hollywood for a try in the pic 
_ tame. ; 
| O'Brian, after a second run arounc 


| this territory, figures that he is about 
due, 
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general, a good humored ribbing 
from some of the speakers, a glimpse 

- of a burlesque film which satirized 
his career, a life-size oil painting of 
himself and a ringside seat at one 
of the longest entertainment pro- 
grams in this history of testimonial 
dinners. There was a coast-to-coast 
hook-up over Mutual during half an 
hour of the entertainment. 


Beyond a few short sentences of 
appreciation, Zukor had no chance 
to tell the gathering what he -really 
thought about the picture industry 
after 25 years as one of its chief ex- 

- ecutives. Everyone stayed very late 
in the hope that he would return to 
the loud speaker. But the stage en- 
tertainment kept going for nearly 
three hours. 


Brief Speeches 


The informal character of the 


_ dinner was marked by some brief 
. speeches by William A. Brady, Will 
- H. Hays and Stanton Griffis. 


As a business associate of Zukor 
even before he started his picture 
_ career, Brady told interestingly of 
his first meeting with Zukor in 1905. 
A short time later they were 
partners in a 14th street motion pic- 
ture store show which exhibited 
scenics. 
‘When the public tired of seeing 
Switzerland, Australia and Niagara 


’ Falls,’ said Brady, ‘we were washed 
. up. I went back uptown to Broad- 


way, but Zukor wanted to fight it 
out on 14th street. The next I heard 
from him he was paying dividends.’ 

Gaetano Vechiotti, Italian consul 
general in N. Y., placed around 


_ Zukor’s neck the decoration of 


. Knight Commander of the Order of 
the Crown of Italy, and then em- 
braced him in true continental cus- 
tom as he presented the award. 

Among the guests on the dais 
were W. G. Van Schmus, Daniel 
Frohman, Dave Bernstein, Lee Shu- 
bert, William Brandt, Jack Cohn, 
Leo Spitz, George J. Schaefer, Paul 
Moss and Milton C. Weisman, toast- 
master, 

The ‘Star Spangled Banner’ was 
sung by Suzanne Fisher, of the 
Metropolitan Opera Co, Eli Dantzig 
conducted during the entertainment 
program. 


STUART ERWIN REVIEWS 
‘RAT’; MAY DO IT IN PIC 


Stuart Erwin’s new contract with 
Grand National calls for two star- 
ring pix, ‘Small Town Boy’ (former- 
ly called ‘$1,000 Bill’) and ‘Face the 
Facts,’ skedded to be completed by 
mid-June. Has an option for an 
additional pair, but without time 
Clause. 

His Metro pact is washed up, ef- 
fective ,April 7. He has two Metro 
films waiting release, ‘Slim,’ with 
Pat O’Brien and Henry Fonda, and 
Dance, Charlie, Dance,” with Glenda 
Farrell and Allen Jenkins. 

During his stay in New York Er- 
Win saw ‘Brother Rat,’ George Ab- 
bott’s legit comedy. He has been 
mentioned as possibility for the Ed- 
die Albert role and would like to 
do it.when and if Warners film the 
Play. (Abbott producec. it with WB 
backing), Actor, accompanied by his 
wife (June Collyer) and two chil- 
dren, came east to visit Mrs. Erwin’s 
parent and for radio appearances. 




















UA'S ‘GONE WITH 
WIND’ RELEASE 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Although he is said to have re- 
ceived releasing propositions from 
several companies, indications are 
that David O. Selznick will release 
his forthcoming production, ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ through United 
Artists after all, together with 
balance of his pictures made for the 
next season. 

Selznick conferred here with Dr. 
A. H. Giannini, prexy, and Douglas 
Fairbanks, member-owner of UA, on 
the release proposition, and was in- 
formed they would meet any out- 
side bids for the distribution. Also, 
that UA will extend itself on ad- 
vance exploitation. 

A $2,000,000 production cost is 
figured by Selznick for ‘Wind.’ 
Clark Gable looked set for the Rhett 
Butler characterization, but with the 
UA -distrib decision, Selznick may 
have to find a new male lead. He is 
still confident that Norma Shearer 
may play Scarlett O’Hara. Such a 
team would be highest priced pair 
of players ever used in a film, so far 
as cost to the producer is concerned. 

Selznick hopes to get his film into 
production late in July or early 
August, figuring on a release date 
prior to the Christmas holidays. 


LESSER RUSHING THREE 
PIX TO STARTING LINE 


Hollywood, March 30. 

With Harry Chandlee placed in 
charge of scripts for Principal Pic- 
tures, Sol Lesser outfit expects to 
have three pictures in production by 
April 15. Trio will be next Bobby 
Breen starrer, ‘Make a Wish’; a Paul 
Kelly-Zane Grey outdoor feature, 
untitled, and a Richard Arlen-Harold 
Bell Wright film. 

Principal will follow first trio with 
two others later, one more outdoor 
feature and the outfit’s first Tarzan 
story. 


182 Simultaneous Dates 
On ‘History’; 113 on ‘Top’ 


Believed to be a new high in 
simultaneous dates for any one pic- 
ture are the 182 Easter week engage- 
ments for ‘History is Made at Night.’ 

The Walter Wanger picture 
blankets the country on these dates, 
having forced United Artists to get 
together a total of 182 prints in ad- 
vance to cover the bookings. 

‘Top of the Town’ hung up a new 
high record for number of bookings 
in top towns, without screening of 
the release, according to compilation 
made yesterday (Tues.) by Univer- 
sal. Feature, which premiered at the 
Roxy currently, has 113 first-run 
bookings. Eighty of these engage- 
ments will play day-and-date on key 
runs beginning on April 14, 15 and 
16. 























through foreign-made pictures is 
giving some of the arty cinema par- 
lors a two-way edge. First, the hot 
love scenes, now edited out of all 
Hollywood productions as a peace 
gesture to the militant church cen- 
sors of the U. S. A., are getting the 
small theatres’ word-of-mouth publi- 
city. Second, the pink propaganda 
themes from Europe find favor with 
certain reviewers on newspapers and 
result, it is charged, in rave notices 
not artistically justified. 


Either way, the regulation exhibs 
saddled with sterilized native prod- 
uct and not getting those swell 
quotes for their marquees are taking 
a greenish reaction to purple pash 
and pink politics. 

Pash angle applies chiefly to the 
German and French films, and also 


Some of the closeups are of type 
Theda Bara-Clara Bow vintage in 
their erotic ‘poses and posturings 
which, since they’re shown in the 
artie and the linguistic nabe houses, 
have no Hays office restrictions. And 
of course, there’s no Joebreening 
at the production source. 


All of this, the major theatres, 
showing Hollywood films, decry as 
giving the indie theatre operators 
something of an advantage. 


Labor angle arises from the for- 
eign films, which are sometimes 
pinko in trend. That's not restricted 
to the Russian pictures entirely, al- 
though naturally the Soviet prod- 
uct consistently propagandizes. 


Stance on labor films is that thea- 
tre men feel press guild stuff of late 
has made some newspapermen in- 
tensely partisan to anti-boss themes. 


Exhibs opine that the inclination 
to give ‘proletarian’ stuff a better 
than usual break wouldn’t annoy 
anybody except that it contrasts 
with the stringent manner in which 
some of the reviewers treat the 
average Hollywood production. It’s 
oft been commented upon that a 
$1,000,000 film entry from Hollywood 
gets less consideration than a 
$100,000 foreign-tonguer, just because 
the boys and girls either (1) lean 
backwards too far, in order to give 
the import a better break; or, as 
some suspect, (2) because perhaps 
they don’t quite understand the pic- 
tures or their themes; or (3), they 
elect to read erudite meanings into 
‘em. 

Plaint of the Broadway theatre 
observers is that this is being re- 
flected from New York outwards. 
Arties are perforce limited and usu- 
ally New York is the fulcrum for 
national press opinion on many of 
these films. New York reviewers also 
influence the hinterlanders in some 
respects, as regards the Hollywood 
product. 

Back of it all, from a bald dollars- 
and-sense equation, is also the fact 
these arties and linguistic nabe 
houses don’t advertise anything at 
all like the major theatres and dis- 
tributors. And yet they get the press 
breaks. All of which inspires that 
emerald overtone among the circuit 
men. 

Difficulty which the eastern pro- 
duction code office of the Hays or- 
ganization encounters in attempting 
to make cuts in finished foreign fea- 
tures was typified last week when 
‘Scotland Yard Commands’ was un- 
reeled at the Strand, Brooklyn. Hays 





code administration division viewed 








quite a few of the British-mades. 














Pars Beau Geste 


Remake; Rushing 


Out ‘Gettysburg 





Hollywood, March 30. 


Lucien Hubbard draws the remake 
on ‘Beau Geste’ as a Paramount pro- 
ducer. Leads taken by George Raft, 
Fred MacMurray and Ray Milland. 
Will be made in Technicolor, 

Par is rushing ‘Gettysburg’ to beat 
‘Gone With the Wind’ to release. 
Yarn, to be produced by Al Lewin 
and directed by Henry Hathaway, 
has southern background and, in 
many ways, is similar to the Mitchell 
tome. Clifford Odets is on the 
screenplay. 

Warners is farther along in the 
southern picture cycle, with Mervyn 
LeRoy already in work on ‘The Deep 
South.’ 





picture about six months ago under 
the title, ‘Lonely Road,’ and requested 
eliminations that trimmed 340 feet of 
**n from the feature. 

Re-check made after picture was 
released and after the code seal was 
issued showed that all recommended 
cuts had been made. Yet an at- 
tempted double-killing, by means of 
a machine gun used indoors, and a 
strangulation episode, generally 
lifted when so vividly projected in 
American-made subjects, had to be 
partially left in or two of vital se- 
quences of the film story would have 
been obliterated. It was too late 
then to ask for English producer to 
shoot the scenes over again within 
the letter of the Haysian code, which 
bans such visual crime in Hollywood 
made pix. 

It is the inclusion of such material 
that has produced squawks from 
U. S. producers in recent months 
since they consider it unfair to be 
forced to compete against such pic- 
tures while they are living up to the 
full code. 

Present trip of Joseph I. Breen, 
Coast production code chief, to 
Europe is to inform British pro- 
ducers what will not go on the 
American screen in hopes that 
foreign picture makers will frame 
their films at the source within the 
regulations. If such a plan can be 
established in England similar to the 
one employed in Hollywood, U. S. 
producers feel that the foreign-made 
pictures will more closely conform 
with American product and necessi- 
tate fewer last-minute deletions on 
this side. 





Hotcha French Dialog 
Philadelphia, March 30. 

‘Lucrezia Borgia,’ French pic, is in 
its seventh socko week. Manager 
Jerry Harrison expects it to be good 
for three more. Film, starring Ed- 
wige Feuillere, hasn‘t yet played any 
other American cities. It is skedded 
to hit New York in about two weeks. 

Pic ran Paris about six months, but 
was banned in England, Germany 
and Italy. Has French dialog and 
English subtitles. Frenchy boys who 
can hook into the lingo say it is 
plenty hot, but printed titles com- 
paratively tame. 





cretionary powers, has been in- 
formally ratified by the House com- 
miittee and granted legislative right 
of way by Democratic leaders. Meas- 
ure probably will be reported dur- 
ing the present week. 

Application of the Lea bill, de- 
signed to broaden scope of F.T.C. 
control over unfair competition, is 
problematical as far as films are 
concerned, but analysis of the lan- 
guage indicates the measure spon- 
sored by the House committee 
chairman could be used to stamp out 
film industry practices which have 
been condemned by independent ex- 
hibitors, educators and reformers. 

The gist of the Lea bill is a pro- 
vision under which the F.T.C. can 
issue a complaint against any indi- 
vidual using ‘any unfair method of 
competition or unfair or deceptive 
act or practice in commerce.’ Com- 
mish could act either on complaint 
or upon its own initiative if con- 
vinced that a proceeding would te 
‘to the interest of the public.’ 


Block Booking, Etc, 


As some lawmakers interpret this, 
the Commish, for the sake of public 
interest, probably would have ample 
power to ban block booking, forcing 
shorts, dating, and excessive clear- 
ance. These practices could be 
termed ‘unfair’ to customers, while 
at present the only reason the Com- 
mish can act against them is a feel- 
ing that such methods constitute un- 
fair competition or tend to establish 
a monopoly. 

The Lea bill wiil not appease foes 
of film majors, it quickly became 
evident after the measure had been 
revealed. Representative Samuel 
Pettengill, of Indiana, father of anti- 
block legislation, announced he 
would welcome any proposition 
which gives the F.T.C. broader 
powers, but will not abandon drive 
for laws specifically banning group 
leasing. 

‘It is possible the Commission 
might be able to act against the film 
industry in the public interest,’ Pet- 
tengill commented; ‘but I think we 
ought to be more specific in this 
matter. I would not be content 
with such a means of handling the 
film problem, although I never 
would oppose any bill which could 
be helpful. I still think we should 
have a measure which directly out- 
laws block booking, and I will try 
to get hearings on my bill before 
the session ends if the committee is 
unwilling to report it on the basis 
of evidence we collected last year.’ 


HAYS MEET NOW SET 
FOR THIS FRIDAY (2) 


Absence from New York of several 
important major company officials 
on Monday (29) forced postpone- 
ment of the annual meeting of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 
tors association. Officials of Hays 
office went through the routine of 
calling the meeting together and 
then adjourning until Friday (2) be- 
cause of lack of suitable quorum. 

Will Hays, president of the asso- 
ciation, always reads the annual re- 
port showing activity of _MPPDA 
and accomplishments. Other im- 
portant matters sometimes are taken 
up. Hence the desire to have a siz- 
able quorum at yearly confab. 
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Chem, Rain, Lent Dent L. A. Trade: 


‘Heaven’ Only Fair 


Hepburn $16,300; Roadshows Okay 


$19,000 in 2 Spots, 





Los Angeles, March 30. 

Circus, rainy weather, as well as 
the windup of Lent, damaged the 
local box offices, though not to the 
extent anticipated. 

Outstanding is the trade at the 
Carthay Circle, with ‘Good Earth,’ 
and the Four Star, with ‘Lost Ho- 
rizon. Both houses had big pickup 
in mat biz and nights were sellouts. 
‘Seventh Heaven, at Chinese and 
State, did not get off to the smash 
start expected, being handicapped by 
heavy rains opening day and just 
fair $19,000 in sight for the two 
houses. Pic, which had been figured 


| 





in advance for two weeks, will 
liner only one. 

‘Quality Street’ got off to pretty 
gocd start at the RKO and Pantages, 
exciting more interest than the pre- 
vi-us Hepburn pic, and should draw 
int> the two houses a combined 
$16.300. Warner houses, Downtown 
and Hollywood, doing neat trade for 
the stanza with ‘Ready, Willing and 
Ab'o’ and ‘Midnight Court. 

United Artists and Wilshire, hav- 
in: ‘Maytime,’ find themselves again 
in the big coin-getting division and 
should garner between them around 
$14:200 on the week. Willshire will 
hit around the $8,500 mark. 


Estimates for This Weck 


Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
85-".10-1.65) — ‘The Good Earth’ 
GG) (Sth week). Still very strong 
ar’ chead of last week. Last week, 
ei- th, very, very good $11,000. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028: 30-40- 
55) — ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). 
Weather put kink into this one. 


Mais good. Will hit around the $8,000 
mark, fair. Last week, ‘Maytime’ 
(MG), second and final week, bigger 
then big, $13,100. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65) ‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) and 
‘Midnight Court (WB), dual. Top 
brecket pic is nice draw for house. 
Fisures around $6,300. Last week, 
‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘Her 
Husband’s Secretary’ (FN) dual, 
lite below expectations, $6,100. 

Pour Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1..5)—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (3rd 
we2k). Creating quite a local furore 
h°'ding up to smart play of carriage 
trode. Last week, second, corking at 
$** 100. 

“IsHywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65'—‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) and 
‘Midnight Court’ (WB), dual. This 
one bringing bit more trade than 
previous attraction and will come 
home with fair $6,500. Last week, 
‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘Hus- 
bend’s Secretary’ (FN), dual, fair 
$5 “00. 
Grpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40; ‘Night Waitress’ (RKO) and 
“Cicrence’ (Par), dual, and vaude- 
ville. Bowes Hm erg unit helping 
$0-so screen bill to hit ver oO 
$9 000. dil ars 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Quality Street’ (RKC) and ‘We 
Have Our Moments’ (U), dual. 
Churning much better than previous 
Hcoburn opus and helped by one of 
those boosted preview nights with 
’Top of the Town.’ Trade will be 
around $8,500, which is tabbed as 
profit. Last week, ‘When Love is 
Young’ (U) and ‘Park Avenue 
L» cer’ (RKO), dual. For this blend 
$6.500 was plenty oke, but it took 
previews to round out this coin. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)— ‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d 
week) and stage show. Best hold- 
over attraction house has had during 
37 and for final eight days will chalk 
up $15.000, which is big. Last week, 
first stanza, terrific $23,700. 

RKO (2.950; 30-40-55) — ‘Quality 
S.reet’ (RKO) and ‘We Have Our 
Moments’ (U) dual. Hepburn-Tone 
combo proves interesting here and 
final count will reach $7,800. Last 
werk, ‘Love is Young’ (U) and ‘Park 
Avenue Logger’ (RKO), came little 
be'ow expectations in getting just 
fa'> $6,100. 

tate (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—Seventh Heaven’ (20th). Trade 
mvch lighter than calculated. 
Simone Simon name no draught here 
so mild $11,000 is the answer. Last 
week, ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week), 
be‘ter than expected at smash $15,- 
400 


United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30- °9-55)—“‘Maytime’ (MG). Reviv- 
in* trade in house which will get 
ne profit at $6,400. Last week, 
*Fo-ily Affair’ (MG) and ‘Time Out 
for Romance’ (20th-Fox), dual, as 
disma! as the weather, poor $1,600. 

Wilshire ‘Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—Maytime’ (MG). Surefire coin 
winner here. House will get around 
$8,500. which is big. Last week, 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Time Out 
for Romarz?’ (20th), dual, not so 
forte but hit profit with $3,700. 





‘Heaven’ in Denver Good | 


$9,500; ‘St’ OK $7,500 


| 
Denver, March 30. _ | 

‘Lost Horizon’ is expected to beat | 
the ‘Ziegfeld’ roadshow biz. ‘Seventh | 
Heaven’ broke record for three days 
before Easter and Easter business is | 
heavy. Film goes to the Aladdin for 
a second week. 

‘Swing High, Swing Low’ brought 
back for second week, is set to do 
within $500 of first week’s business. 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ completes list of 
b.o. pix. 





Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—Love Is News’ (20th). Following 
a week at the Denver, pic doing nice | 
$3,500 here. Last week, ‘Green| 
Light’ (FN), nice $3,300. 
Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 55-83- | 
1.10-1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), | 
roadshow. Last week, ‘You're in| 
Love’ (Col), ran up neat $3,500. Film | 
had played a week each at the Den- | 
ver and Aladdin. | 

| 
| 














Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d week). 
Still plenty okay at $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par) and 
shee show, fair $5,500. 


Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and 
stage band. Combo okay for good 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Love Is News’ 
(20th), plenty good $10,500 to war- 
rant taking the film to the Aladdin 
for second weck. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35- 
40)—‘Quality Street? (RKO) and 
‘Park Avenue Logger’ (RKO), dual. 
Big biz for this pair. Hepburn 
drawing most of the $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Family Affair’ (MG) and 
‘Espionage’ (MG), fair $4,500. 
Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Glamour’ (Col) and ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col). So-so, $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) and 
‘Fair Warning’ (20th), fair $3,500. 


Rubbernecks Up 
Wash. Biz; ‘King, 
Garber Big 22!46 


Washington, March 30. 


After brutal Good Friday open- 
ings, most local houses shook off the 
Lenten doldrums. Influx of Easter- 
week tourists and weekend’s severe 
cold, which kept ’em from doing too 
much wandering around gaping at 
Japanese cherry trees, et al, helping 
plenty. 

Capitol, which holds an indoor 
circus, is getting the youngsters at 
the mats but nights are pretty sad. 
Earle, furnishing sophisticated op- 
position with ‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ and Jan Garber on stage, is 
leading the town. Keith’s is in the 
money for the first time this year 
with ‘Quality Street,’ upped con- 
siderably by fact that Katharine 
Hepburn was at National in ‘Jane 
Eyre’ last weck. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) and _ indoor 
circus. Getting kids in afternoon, 
but weak at night. May see light 
$18,500. Last week ‘Espionage’ (MG) 
slipped to sad $17,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d _ run). 
Third downtown week heading for 
good $5,000. Last week ‘Holy Ter- 
ror’ (20th), fair, $4,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60- 
70)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) 
and Jan Garber band. Getting the 
crowds and looks like swell $22.500. 
Last week ‘Head Over Heels’ (GB), 
poor, $13,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO). Helped by 
Hepburn being in town for legit ap- 
pearance. Will give house nice $10,- 
500, best this year. Lgst week ‘Fire 
Over England’ (UA) held nine days 
and built to fair $10,000. 

Met (WB) (1.853; 25-40)—‘No Man 
of Her Own’ (Par), revival. Gable- 
Lombard revival should .see fair 
$5,000. Last week ‘You’re in Love’ 
(Col) (2d run), in second week on 
main stem, pulled okay $7,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG). MacDonald-Eddy 
getting big $20,000. Last week ‘Av- 
enue’ (20th) (2d wk.) oke $9,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
—Ambassador Bill’ (20th) and 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (20th) (re- 
vivals). Oke $2,600. Last week 
‘Front Page’ (Peerless) (revival), 























light $2,000. 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of April 2 


Astor—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(9th wk). 

Capitel—‘Maytime’ (MG) (3d 
wk). 

Criterion — ‘Silent Barrier’ 
(GB) (2d wk). 

Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 


(5th wk). 
Music Hall—‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 


Paramount — ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) 


(3d wk). 

Rivoli—‘History Is Made at 
Night’ (UA) (2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Top of the Town’ (U) 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘King and Chorus 
Girl (WB) (2d wk). 





Week of April 9 

Astor—‘Good Earth’ 
(10th wk). 
Capitol—‘Maytime’ (MG) (4th 
wk). 

Criterion — ‘Silent Barrier’ 
(GB) (3d wk). 

Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ 
(6th wk). 

Music Hall—‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO) (8). 

Paramount — ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low’ (Par) (7). 

Rialto—‘Elephant Boy’ (GB). 

Rivoli—‘History Is Made at 
Night’ (UA) (3d wk). 

Roxy — ‘Soldier and Lady’ 
(RKO). 

Strand — ‘Marked Woman’ 
(WB). 


(MG) 


(Col) 











ALL L'VILLE PIX 
OKAY; ‘WAIKIKY 
BIG $9,000 


Louisville, March 30. 

Grand Easter weather, with just 
enough snap in the air to make film 
houses more inviting than out-of- 
doors. Usual church attendance and 
style parade only helped to swell 
attendance at pic palaces. 

Product plenty potent this week, 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ at the Rialto giv- 
ing every indication of reaching 
smash proportions at $9,000. Loew’s 
State also bringing ’em in with ‘His- 
tory Is Made at Night’ and ‘Elephant 
Boy.’ Take here should hit fine $7,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.— Loew’s) 
(1,500; 15-25-40) —Swing High’ (Par) 
and ‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par), 
dual. Oke $2,500. Last week, ‘Avenue’ 
(20th) and ‘Off to the Races’ (20th) 
(2d week), dual, got plenty good 
$3,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par) and ‘Gold Dig- 
gers’ (WB), dual, splitting with 
‘Louis Pasteur’ (WB) and ‘Jungle 
Princess’ (Par), dual. Easter play 
unusually heavy and if pace holds up 
should snare okay $2,400. Last week, 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Plainsman’ 
(Par), dual, held on for full seven- 
day stanza to take satisfactory $2,300. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘History Made Night’ (UA) and 
‘Elephant Boy’ (UA), dual. Fine ex- 
ploitation, coupled with ideal weath- 
er, and brace of pics with strong 
b. 0. appeal; all spell grand $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Esponiage’ (MG) and 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col), dual, 
$5,300, moderate. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ 
(WB). 
ups should send this one in a win- 
ner. Heavy trade over week-end, if 
pace holds, would indicate fine $4,200. 
Last week, ‘Ready, Willing’ (WB), 
slightly better than expectations at 
good $3,800. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—-‘Here 
Comes Navy’ (WB) and ‘Early to 
Bed’ (Par), dual, splitting with ‘Spe- 
cial Agent’ (WB) and ‘Live for Love’ 
(WB), dual. Good $1,200. Last week, 
‘Love Before Breakfast’ (U) and 
‘Country Beyond’ (20th), dual, split- 
ting with ‘Henry VIII’ (UA) and ‘His 
Night Out’ (U), dual, street repairs 
dented b. o.; $900, fair. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and 
March of Time. Crosby-Burns-Raye 
combo sure-fire smash for sweet 
$9,000, topping the town. Last week, 
‘Love News’ (20th) and ‘She's Dan- 
gerous’ (U), dual, copped gravy with 
big $7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave) (1,500; 15-25- 
40)—‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and ‘Time 
Out for Romance’ (20th), dual. Com- 
petish little too hefty for this pair 
of pics. Will be satisfied with aver- 
age $3.500. Last week, ‘Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Breezing Home’ 








(U), dual, did fair $3,700, 





Some nice exploitation tie- 


‘WAIKIKY’ RADIO PLUG 
HELPS IN K. C., $13,000 


Kansas City, March 30. 
Biz is getting best spread in a 
couple of months and accounting for 
de-moth-balling of exhibs’ grins. 
Best bet is ‘Waikiki Wedding’ at 
Mainstreet. ‘Seventh Heaven’ is 
putting rhythm in the Tower’s 
turnstile 
Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and ‘Mid- 
night Court’? (WB). Dual bill is 
brightest in town, moving along at 
good $13,000 clip. Crosby's recent 
heavy plugging of ‘Wedding’ on his 
air show undoubtedly helping plenty. 
Last week ‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO) 
plus Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians, 
chalked up $22,000, or $2,000 better 
than record made by Ted Lewis. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000: 25-40)— 
‘History at Night’ (UA) and ‘Ele- 
phant Boy’ (UA). Looks fair at 
$10,000. Last week ‘Fire Over Eng- 
land’ (UA) and ‘Let’s Get Married’ 
(Col), $7,000, poor. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Your Birthday’ (RKO) and ‘Drum- 
mond Escapes’ (Par). Fair $6,000. 





Last week ‘Sing High’ (Par) and 
‘Outcast’ (Par) (2d run), $5,200, 
weak. 


Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Sev- 


enth Heaven’ (20th) and vaude. Pic 
drew mixed press. Good $11,000 
looked for. Last week ‘Our Mo- 


ments’ (U) and vaude, $6,500, under 
average. 


Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
‘Head Over Heels’ (GB). Getting 
average $4,000. Last week ‘Green 
Light’ (WB) (2d run) didn’t hold up, 
$3,200, low. 


‘Waikiki Breaks 
Omaha Record at 
Sock $12,000, H.0. 


Omaha, March 30, 


Easter week sees attractive films 
on theatre row again. Omaha is in 
the lead, with ‘Waikiki Wedding’ as 
the big half of its dual bill. Orpheum 
next, with ‘King and Chorus Girl’ 
drawing. Possibility of a holdover at 
the Omaha. Brandeis is holding its 
own with a strange pair, ‘Quality 
Street’ and ‘When’s Your Birthday.’ 

Rain most of last week cut into 
receipts, along with intensified Len- 
ten activity and colder weather. 








Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 25- 
35-40 )—‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
‘When’s Your Birthday’ (RKO). An 
odd pair for dualling. Hard to tell 
which has the drawing edge, but 
headed for a total of around $4,800. 
Last week was another dual, ‘Crimi- 
nal Lawyer’ (RKO) and ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ (FN). N. s. g. at $3,900. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and ‘Doc- 
tor’s Diary’ (WB) double. Started 
with a bang and will break the house 
record at over $12,000. Holding. Last 
week ‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Out- 
cast’ (Par) twin-billed. Best of the 
week; rolled along to $8,000. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Espionage’ (MG), dualled. Turnout 
very satisfactory; easy $8,000. Last 
week ‘Nancy Steele’ (20th-Fox) and 
‘Off to Races’ (20th-Fox), about 
$6,800, fair enough. 





Crosby Leads Post-Lent 
Upswing in Lincoln, $3,800 


Lincoln, March 30. 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ is pushing to 
the forefront in the post-Easter re- 
covery session. Vaude end of the 
Orph is being helped by presence 
of the Three Stooges (not the origi- 
nals), who are circussed in the ads. 


Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200: 10-15)— 
‘Brand of Outlaws’ (Sup), plus ‘Plot 
Thickens’ (RKO), split with ‘Murder 
Goes to College’ (Par), plus ‘Poppy’ 
(Par). Fair $1,000 sighted. Last 





week, ‘Daniel Boone’ (20th), plus 
‘I'd Give My Life’ (Par), split with 


Frisco Way Up; ‘Waikiki $22,000, 
‘Quality’ $18,000, Chorus’ $15,000 





—— 
_ 


San Francisco, March 30. 
Biz has improved considerably 
over last week, when most of the 
houses were showing weakies, re. 
issues or h.o’s, Nearly every man- 
ager is out to grab some big coin 
now, on extra fine fare which should 
start the Spring off with a bang. 
Bing Crosby is dragging them in 
at the Fox in ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
Pic looks like the tops for Crosby 
in this town. Extra bally given 
Ferdinand Gravet by Warners, which 
has the town plastered on the 
Frenchman, awakened keen interest 
in ‘King and Chorus Girl’ and is 
giving the Warfield one of its best 
weeks in some time, 


Estimates for This Weck 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 30-35-40) 
—No Man of Her Own’ (Par) and 
‘Red Light’ (Indie). Extra strong in- 
terest in Gable-Lombard picture re- 
sponsible for moving ‘No Man’ over 
to the Embassy after a week at the 
United Artists. Expects fairish $2,200, 
Last week, ‘Mcdern Motherhood’ 
(Indie). Good $3,500. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40)—Wai- 
kiki Wedding’ (Par) and ‘Her Hus- 
band’s Secretary’ (WB). No squawks 
at the way the cash register is sing- 
ing this week; combo should do a 
great $22,000. Last week (2nd), 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and “lime Out 
for Romance’ (20th), disappointing 
at $9,800. 

Geary (Lurie) (1,200; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50 Lost Horizon’ (Col)(4th wk.). 


Amazing the way trade is holding 
up. Last week (3rd) saw a swell 
$8,500. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Quality Street’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Katharine Hepburn comes 
into her own again here: although 
will easily reach $18,000, picture 
won't hold another week because of 
booking of Fred Waring’s’ band 
Weenesday (31). Last week, ‘Park 
Avenue Logger’ (RKO) and vaude, 
okay $15,000. 

Orpheum (F’M) (2,440; 30-35-40 )— 
‘Promise to Pay’ (Col) and ‘We 
Have Our Moments’ (U). Fine fare 


for the muggs; probably around 
$8,500. Rave notices a help. Last 
week, ‘Women of Glamour (Co!) 
and ‘Parole Racket’ (Col). Fair 


$7.500. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-35- 


40)—‘Maytime’ (MfGM) (3rd wk.)., 
MacDonald-Eddy-Barrymore  oper- 
etta doing big biz. Heading for 


heavy $14,000. Last week (2nd), 
plenty hefty at $17,000, considering 
the heavy rains and Lent. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 
$1.50)—*Good Earth’ (5th wk.). Ex- 
ceptionally strong. Biz hasn't 
dropped to speak of, since pic 
opened, five weeks ago. Last week 
(4th), plenty sweet at $8,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 25- 
40)—‘History Is Made at Night’ 
(UA). Decided pickup in biz: both 
Charles Boyer and Jean Arthur 
popular here; picture clicking to ex- 
tent of $10,000. Last week, ‘No Man 
of Her Own’ (Par) brought in on 
spec and did nice $6,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-40)— 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Midnight Court’ (WB). Plenty of 
interest in Warners’ new heart- 
throb, Ferdinand Gravet; heavy cam- 
paign sold the femmes; if biz holds 
up, should total a v.g. $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Head Over Heels’ (GB) and 
‘Espionage’ (MGM). Fair at $11,000. 


50- 





Maurice Conn in N. Y. 
On His 36 Indie Films 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Maurice Conn, indie producer, is 
in New York on three-week trip to 
contact franchise holders on the 
1937-38 product. 

Conn anticipates production of 36 
pix, and while east expects to line 
up story material for six specials he 
will make on the program. He has 
trio of films, ‘Whistling Bullets,’ 
‘Anything for a Thrill’ and ‘The 
Fighting Texan,’ in production now. 





‘Nation Aflame’ (Treas), plus ‘Stolen 
Harmonoy’ (Par), so-so $800. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Made at Night’ (UA). Going okay 
and likely to see good $2,800. Last 


week, ‘When’s Your Birthday’ 
(RKO), fair $2,300. 
Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 


25)—‘Time Out for Romance’ (20th). 
plus ‘Penthouse Follies’ unit head- 
lining new Ted Healy stooges, Gar- 
ner, Wolfe and Hakins, split with 
‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Racing 
Lady’ (RKO), dual. Good going at 
$2,700. Last week, ‘Girl Overboard 
(U), with stage show, split with 
‘Damaged Lives’ (Indie) plus ‘Man 
of the People’ (MG), fine $3.000. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). House 
aiming at $3,800, good. Last week, 
‘Love Is News’ (20th), hung on well 
and got $3,600. 

Varsity (Westland) (1.100: 
20-25)—‘Parole Racket’ (Col), plus 
‘You're in Army Now’ (GB). Fair 
$1,100. Last week, ‘Head Over Hee! 
in Love’ (GB), plus ‘Counterfe! 


10-15- 


Lady’ (Col), n.s.g. $900. 
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Chi Shakes Lenten Blues, Biz Perks: 
‘Maytime’ Big $21,000, Hepburn Fair 
$17,000, Crosby, 226, Plenty Tuneful 








Chicago, March 30. 

“Theatres threw in their strongest 
screen magnets over the weekend, 
readying for a boxoffice spree after 
the slackened Lenten pace. Good 
Friday was weak throughout the 
loop, as was expected, but on Satur- 
day biz quickened strongly, due es- 

cially to a couple of pictures 
which made their entry on that day. 
These were ‘Waikiki Wedding’ at the 
Roosevelt and ‘Maytime’ at the 
United Artists. Strong advance 
comments on both, and they got 
away fast from the barrier. | 

Trade is watching with interest 
what will happen to ‘Private Prop- 
erty’ at the Chicago. Picture itself 
was rapped in the press, but there 
are also the tags of Robert Taylor 
and Jean Harlow, two names which 
have always been b.o. in this town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65 —Good Earth’ (MG) (6th wk.). 
Nearing the end of its stay. Down 
to around $8,000 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Private Property’ (MG) and stage 
show. Taylor-Harlow combination 
got this one away nicely, despite bad 
notices. Looks for $35,000, good. 
Last week ‘Swing High’ (Par) man- 
aged neat $29,500. 

Erlanger (1,400; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (3d _ wk.). 
Held up well despite Holy Week and 
took good $10,500 last week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-55-65- 
75)—‘You're in Love’ (Col). Moved 
in here after session at the Chicago 
and figures on $6,500, fair enough 
here. Last week ‘Cheyney’ (MG) 
did $5,300 for so-so holdover. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-45- 
55)—‘Holy Terror’ (20th) and ‘Par- 
adise on Parade’ unit on stage. Good 
combo helping matters. currently 
and register will click off satisfying 
$18,000. Last week was off badly 
at $13,000 for ‘Night Court’ (WB) 


and vaude. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Edgar Kennedy headlining 
on stage and counting for some of 
the biz. Headed for $17,000, fair 
take, but not what had been ex- 
pected for this line-up. Last week 
was a real winner, however, due 
to the NTG unit on the stage; got 
$18,100; picture was ‘Have Our Mo- 
ments’ (U). 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Waikiki’ (Par). Opened Sat- 
urday (27) and looks for real money- 
making ride. Maybe $22,000, power- 
ful, on initial session, Last week 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th), poor $10,000. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Woman of Glamour’ (Col) and 
vaude. Perking somewhat currently 
to $14,000, neat. Last week ‘Mira- 
cles’ (UA) wilted under the holiday 
strain to $11,100, poor. 

United Artists (_B&K-MG) (1,700; 
35 - 55-65-75) — ‘Maytime’ (MG). 
Headed into big coin and will turn 
in terrific $21,000. Last week ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ (MG) was sad, $7,400 for 
the finale of a fortnight. : 


CROSBY STRONG 
$35,000, DETROIT 


Detroit, March 30. 

Off to a slow start on Good Fri- 
day, the box offices started zooming 
Over the week-end, and local cin- 
emas look for the best biz since Lent 
and sit-downs started. 

Two vaudfilmers are in a scramble 
Or top coin honors. ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding,’ accorded a big buildup on spe- 
cial hookup of all local radio sta- 
tions, is a good bet at the Michigan, 
as is ‘Seventh Heaven,’ plus the Dun- 
can Sisters, at the Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Trouble in Morocco’ (Col) and 
‘Time Out for Romance’ (20th), dual. 
Good at $7,000. Oke $5,300 last ses- 
Sion for ‘Crack Up’ (20th) and 
Counterfeit Lady’ (Col). 
~Dewntown (Krim) (2,500; 40-65)— 
‘Ecstasy’ (Eureka) (3d week). Hold- 
ing fairly at $5,000, following two big 
S€ssions at $12,000 and $8,500. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 

venth Heaven’ (20th), with Dun- 
fan Sisters topping the vaude. Back 
into swing with a nice $24,000. Fair 
$17,000 last stanza on ‘Glamour’ (Col) 
and Roger Pryor band. 

30 adison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
uw )\—‘History Is Made at Night’ 
i A). _About $6,500, weak. Pretty 
_ $4,500, but oke in view of sea- 
= last week for ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 

G) (3d week). Film moved here 
after two sessions at the UA. 

Michiean (United Detroit) (4.000: 

~40-65 )\—Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). 

ad of coin spent on buildup, fea- 








tured by city-wide radio hookup. 
~ will nay dividends at $35,000. 
root $15.500 for *‘Quality Street’ | 


- O) and vaude last stanza. 
tate (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 


- A 





v 


40)-—‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘When’s 
Your Birthday?’ (RKO), dual. For- 
mer film brought back here after a 
nice session two weeks ago at the 
Michigan; good $11,000. Around 
normal $7,000 last stanza for ‘Out- 


cast’ (Par) and ‘Racing Lady’ 
(RKO). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Maytime’ (MG), 


Off to a slow start, but perking for 
fine $15,000. ‘Family Affair’ (MG), 
Fair $11,000 last week. 


PITT. RECUPING; 
HEAVEN, 86, 
WILL H. 0. 


Pittsburgh, March 30. 


Terrible Good Friday and bad Sat- 
urday made way on Sunday to cork- 
ing grosses all along the line and it 
now looks like there'll be enough 
cause for rejoicing everywhere. Biz 
generally good, but no particular 
outstanders because first rate attrac- 
tions are pretty evenly divided and 
keeping takes on fairly level keel. 

Stanley’s pushing forward with ‘A 
Family Affair’ and show with Roger 
Pryor and Jackie Heller. ‘King and 
Chorus Girl’. at Penn cracked 
through on Sunday (28) with $3,300 
alone to brighten prospects consider- 
ably. Alvin, with ‘Seventh Heaven,’ 
isn’t exactly setting town on fire, 
but showing strength enough to 
warrant second week. Holy Week 
was no fair test for road-show en- 
gagement of ‘Lost Horizon’ at Nixon, 
although it bettered first week of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ last September 
and took off on second and last 
stanza in swell fashion. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th), Simon- 
Stewart version being compared un- 
favorably with Gaynor-Farrell si- 
lent, but there’s still a lot of magic 
left in that title and it’s being con- 
verted into dough. Looks like $8,000 
or better, and that more than likely 
means h.o. Last week, ‘Woman 
Alone’ (GB) and ‘Breezing Home’ 
(U) pretty poor $4,400. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Wings of Morning’ (20th) (2d 
week). All-color English import do- 
ing all right for itself. House 
chanced a second week after strong 
Holy Week showing in lieu of ‘Love 
Is News’ (20th), preferring to save 
this one, and move looks smart. 
Should hold pretty close to $5,700 on 
second stanza, approximating what 
flicker did in first week. 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 50-$1.50) 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Second and 
last week got off yesterday (29) to 
biggest mat of engagement so far 
and looks like the post-holiday rush 
will give road-shower impetus it 
needs. Holy week start wasn’t en- 
tirely in its favor, but $6,500 isn’t to 
be sneezed at. ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
opens Sunday (4) for two weeks, 
with option of third. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB). 
Got away to slow start like rest of 
town, but building steadily with rave 
notices and first-rate word-of-mouth. 
Should get at least $12,000, fair 
enough. Last week, ‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO) fell off after good getaway 


to $9,500, fair. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Family Affair’? (MG) and Roger 
Pryor and Jackie Heller. Only slow 
Friday and Saturday preventing this 
layout from bettering $17,500, fair. 
Last week, ‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) 
and Stepin Fetchit got around $20,- 


000, fine. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Husband’s Secretary’ (WB) and 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO). No mar- 
quee, but house apparently doesn’t 
need that any longer since it’s 
struck a pretty consistent average of 
late. Looks like about $5,000, all 
right, and around $800 better than 
last week’s ‘Once a Doctor’ (FN) and 
‘Clarence’ (Par). 


Shorts Sked Lengthened 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Leon Schlesinger increased his 
1938 sked for Merrie Melodie musi- 
cal cartoons in color from 18 to 20 
after confabs with Norman Moray, 
general sales manager for Vitaphone 
shorts. 

This brings his production slate of 
cartoons for the season up to 36. 

















All Port. B. 0.’s Good; 
‘Maytime’ Smash $8,000 


Portland, Ore., March 30. 
‘Maytime’ at Parker’s UA is off to 
a terrific start. Night biz is capac- 


ity, and pic will stay at least three 
weeks. 


All grosses are up at the close of 
the Lenten season. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-40) 





—‘Personal Property’ (MG) and 
Breezing Home’ (U). Answering to 
exploitation for good $7,000. Last 


week ‘Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Un- 
der Cover of Night’ (MG), average 
fare for average $5,000. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,400). Jane Cowl’s legit roadshow 
in this week at $2.75 top. Last week 
(30-40), ‘Devil’s Playground’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par) 
okay $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40)—‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) 
and ‘Wings of Morning’ (20th). Go- 
ing for good $6,000. Last week ‘Your 
Birthday’ (RKO) and ‘Woman of 
Glamour’ (Col), hit fair $5,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-40 )—‘You’re in Love’ (Col) 
and ‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par). Held ex- 
tra four days for good $4,000. First 
week mopped up great $9,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 30- 
40)—‘Maytime’ (MG). Launched to 
capacity biz and in line to close first 
week with terrific $8,000, probably 
holding for three or four more 
weeks. Last week ‘As You Like 
It’ (20th) failed to find many Shake- 
speare lovers and closed with poor 
$3,500. 


‘Waikiki, 186, 
Maytime, 126, 
Sing in Buffalo 


Buffalo, March 30. 
After rather slim pre-Easter fare, 
the current offerings seem to be just 
what the local fans want. ‘Waikiki 





Wedding,’ at the Buffalo, is headed | 


for a fine gross, with ‘Maytime,’ at 
the Lakes, following closely. 
of competition in town, too, from 
‘Lost Horizon,’ roadshowing at the 
Erlanger, and the Shrine Indoor 
Circus at Auditorium. 


Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). This one 
indicates swell $18,000. Last week, 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) got fair $12.000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Penrod’ (WB) and ‘Racing Lady’ 
(RKO). Looks like average $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Crack-up’ (20th) and 
‘Clarence’ (Par), poor $6,700. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,600; 30-50) 
—Maytime’ (MG). Packing them in 
for indicated $12,000. Last week, 
‘Men Not Gods’ (UA) and ‘Transat- 
lanfic’ (UA), $6,400, poor. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO). 
around $8,000, good. Last week, 
‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) and ‘Fair 
Warning’ (20th), better than ex- 
pected at $7,300, average. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col) and ‘Wo- 
man in Distress’ (Col). Another 
average bill at $7,500. Last week, 
‘Everything Is Thunder’ (GB) and 
‘Come Closer, Folks’ (Col), $6,300, 
poor. 


25-40 )— 
Should do 


Plenty | 


Bway s Easter B.O.s Very Bright; 
Waikiki’ Big $59,500; ‘Top Town’ 
High $55,000, ‘Heaven’ $95,000 


nae naneee mmr 





Lent went out like a lamb and 
Easter came in like a lion so far as 
ib. o.’s were concerned. All of the 
eight first runs, the three two-a-day 
attractions on hand and both of 
Broadway’s major second runs, State 
and Palace, are all riding the lion to 
slaughter. Except for two of the $2 
pictures and ‘Maytime’ at the Cap- 
itol, plus ‘Sea Devils’ at the Rialto, 
all theatres brought in new film fare 
for the Easter crowds. Thus, seven 
fresh entries beckoned from as many 
marquees. 

A cold Easter (28), followed by 
warmer weather Monday (29) and 
Tuesday (30), which brought out the 
crowds, combined to favor theatres. 
Additionally, kids are out of school 
all this week, which is a boon for 





the b. o.’s, especially where the 
shows are most desirable for the 
| moppets. 


‘Top of the Town,’ quartering at 
| the Roxy; ‘Seventh Heaven,’ over at 
| the capacious Music Hall, and the 
| combination of ‘Waikiki Wedding,’ 
| on screen, and Eddy Duchin’s or- 
| chestra in person, at the Paramount, 
| are the town’s biggest grossers, fol- 
| lowed by numerous closely bunched 
| seconds. “Top of Town’ is pushing 
strong for $55,000 or better, while 
‘Seventh Heaven’ looks like $95,000. 
Both hold over, as does ‘Waikiki’ and 
Duchin, a screen and stage show 
plate into which the public tossed 
$59,500 the first week ending last 
night (Tues.). This tops the first 
week of Benny Goodman and ‘Maid 
of Salem,’ which was $57,000 and is 
within $100 of the all-time high un- 
der the policy set by ‘Plainsman’ and 
Ray Noble, $59,600. 

Among new pictures for Easter is 
| ‘Silent Barriers.’ which premiered at 
the Criterion Thursday night (25) 
and on its first four days is off strong 
at $10,000 for that period. Al Selig, 
of Gaumont-British, which took over 
the house for the run, provided a 
lobby and house front that is attract- 
ing much attention along the street. 
With opening of ‘Barriers,’ Broad- 
way now has three $2 roadshows 
| within spitting distance of each 
other, other two being ‘Good Earth,’ 
in its ninth week at the Astor, and 

‘Lost Horizon,’ currently in fifth 
week at the Globe. ‘Earth’ got $15,300 
last week (8th), that still being in 
Lent, while ‘Horizon’ hammered out 
$17.000 on its fourth week, both good. 

‘King and the Chorus Girl’ and 
‘History Is Made at Night’ are each 
pushing to good first weeks in spite 
of the terrific competition against 
them, this including the — stout 
draught of a holdover, ‘Maytime’ at 
the Cap. The Mervyn LeRoy musi- 
cal at the Strand may nudge up to 
$30,000, the same figure that will 
likely be struck at the Rivoli by 
‘History Is Made at Night.’ These 
hold, also. ‘ 

‘Maytime’ at the Cap is so potent 
a b.o. factor in its second week, 
around $45,000, that it will stay a 
third, while ‘Sea Devils’ finished its 
second lap at the Rialto so well 
($9,000) Monday night (29) that it, 
too, is staying a third week. This 
gives Broadway a pretty solid pic- 
ture of holdovers. 

State is handing ’em ‘You Only 
Live Once’ and Helen Morgan in 
person this week, and it looks like 
the ticket machine will register up 
to $24,000 or better, okay. RKO’s 
double feature emporium, the Pal- 











Ready, Willing, Plus Hutton Ork, 





Big 


$75,000 in Cleve; Maytime’ $24,500 


Cleveland, March 30. 

Sunny weekend brought out the 
Easter paraders, with sell-out mat- 
_— offsetting poor Good Friday 

iz. 

Palace is in front with grand $25.,- 
000 for ‘Ready. Willing and Able’ 
and Ina Ray Hutton band on stage 
State is stepping on its heels, with 
$24.500 for ‘Maytime.’ 

Stiff competish offered pic houses 
by booking of D’Oyly Carte opera 
troupe by Hanna, which is catching 
heavy school trade. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,2u0: 
20-30-35)—‘When You’re in Love’ 
(Col). House having trouble «etting 
first-runs, but swell $3,200 indicated 
for this second-runner. Last week. 
‘Woman in Distress’ (Col) and ‘Head 
Over Heels’ (GB), split with ‘Longest 
Night’ (MG) and ‘Par Express’ (Rep). 
caught fair $2,700. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 25-40)—‘Your 
Birthday’ (RKO). Okay for the Joe 
E. Brown fans, $6,500. Last week. 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (RKO), got sur- 
prise $7,500 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—As You Like It’ (20th) and ‘Can 
This Be Dixie’ (20th). Looks like 





$3,500, fair. Last week, ‘Park Ave. 
Logger’ (RKO) and ‘Let’s Make Mil- 
lian’ (Par), pulled $2,300, okay, in 
four days. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-40)— 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB). Sid 
Dannenberg’s ballyhoo for Fernand 
Gravet, new French star, worked up 
plenty of interest and $19,500 will be 
best gross for house this spring. 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO) last week 
Just limped along; $12,500, poor. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-70)— 
‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) plus Ina Ray 
Hutton’s band on stage. Sweet com- 
bination, girls’ band being the draw 
$25,000 will be big. ‘Women of 
Glamour’ (Col), with ‘World’s Fairest 


on Parade’ unit last week, took 
usual Holy Week slide to $16,000, 
fair. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-55)— 


‘Maytime’ (MG). A honey, backed 
by high-pressure exploitation by Milt 
Harris and Charlie Deardorff: sure 
$24,500, big. Last week, ‘Family Af- 
fair’ (MG) got $14,500, poor. 
Stillman (Loew's) (1,872: 25-35)— 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par). No assist- 
ance from reviewers, yet building up 





to nice $8,000. Last week, ‘Swing 
High’ (Par) (2d week), $6,500, smart. 








ace, is also up considerably, prob- 
ably $11,000 with ‘Love Is News’ (2d 
run) and ‘Penrod and Sam’ (lst 
run). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )>— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (9th week). 
Washed up Lent last week (8th) 
with $15,300 and beginning this week 
should spurt a bit. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). Holy 
Week couldn’t stop this one on its 
debut, $55,000 last week (1st) and on 
holdover current very strong, $45,- 
000, or bit above. Remains third 
stanza. 

Criterion (1,662; 55-75-$1.10-$1.50- 
$2.20)—‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) (st 
week). Opened good ahead of 
Easter, had strong week-end and on 
first four days clocks to $10,000. 
House at capacity all shows is $25,- 
000. Smart house front and lobby 
put in by GB, including big art dis- 
play over theatre. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Horizon’ (Col) (5th week) Hold- 
ing its own well against two $2 road- 
shows, last week (4th) having been 
$17,000. 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)-—‘Love Is 
News’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (WB) (lst run), dual. 


Combination clicking nicely, $11,000. 
Last week’s duet, ‘Great O'Malley’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Her Husband's 


Secretary’ (WB) (1st run), $8,500, 
not good. 
Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 


—Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), and, in 
person, Eddy Duchin band, with spe- 
cialties. Off to a smash start in mid- 
dle of Holy Week and on first seven 
days up last night (Tues.), $59,500, 


very close to maximum house can 
do. This figure is within $100 of 
high under present policy set by 


‘Plainsman’-Ray Noble band. Three 
weeks is set for show. Last week, 
third for Benny Goodman band and 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par), $35,500. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(20th) and stage show. Received 
heavy Easter play and $95,000 first 
week is heavy take. Goes second. 
Last week, ‘When’s Your Birthday?’ 
(RKO), was horrible, $51,500. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55 )—‘Sea Devils’ 
(RKO) (3d week). Got $9,000, very 
good, on second week ending Mon- 
day night (29) and goes all or por- 
tion of third. First seven days, $13,- 
000. 

Rivok (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )»— 
‘History Made at Night’ (UA), 
Notices mixed, but doing well, per- 
haps $30,000 first week. Holds over 
second, and no doubt a third week. 
Final (3d) week for ‘Nancy Steele’ 
(20th) hurt by Lent, under $8,000, 
poor. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—‘Top of 
Town’ (U) and stage show, From 
the opening gun, shot its way to big 
business, and on first seven days 
through Easter a smashoroo at $55,- 
000. Unless prior bookings jam, it 
should be a three-weeker at least. 
Last week's ‘Breezing Home’ (U) 
couldn’t even raise a gallop, but 
house avoided getting kicked be- 
tween the eyes for loss at $26,000, 
just squeezing through. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘King and 
Chorus Girl’ (WB). Against tough 
competition and lack of smash 
notices, doing a good turn of busi- 
ness, probably $30,000 or close. 
Holds. Last week, second for ‘Ready, 
Willing and Able’ (WB), under 
$8,000, poor. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘You Only 
Live Once’ (UA) (2d run) and 
vaude headed by Helen Morgan. 
Grinding toward $24,000, oke. Last 
week ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d run) 
and Dave Apollon unit on stage, 


$26,500. 


Burns Draws in Birm., 
*Waikiki’ Nice $7,300 


Birmingham, March 30. 

Bob Burns is bringing them in at 
the Alabama this week, while Ritz 
has its first holdover in weeks with 
‘Banjo on My Knee.’ All summed 
up, should be pretty good week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2.800: 
30-35-40 )—‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). 
Nice $7,300. Last week, ‘Mrs. Chey- 
ney’ (MG), $6,000, fair. ¢ 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Glamour’ (Col). Somewhere in nabe 
of $2,600, fair. Last week. ‘Devil's 
Playground’ (Col), $2,400. fair. 

Ritz (Wilby-Kincey) (1,600: 25) — 
‘Banjo’ (20th) (2d week). Will get 
around $3,000, okay. Last week same 
pic got good $3,700. 

Strand (Wilbyv-Kincey) (800: 25)— 
‘Borderland’ (Par). <A western al- 
ways gets a certain amount of busi- 
ness, but not much: $1,600. fair. Last 
week, ‘Mummy's Boys’ (RKO), $2.090, 
moderate. 

Pantages (Wilby-Kincey) 
30-35)—‘Longest Night’ 
‘Folies de Nuit’ unit. Latter getting 
heavy billing and good three days 
in prospect: $3.700. House open three 
days only. 
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th Heaven’ Okay 186 Despite 
Philly Crix; King Good for $17,500 








Philadelphia, March 30. 

After the customary ‘blues’ period, 
film biz in the downtown houses is 
on the upbeat with a new and prom- 
ising batch of, films in all but one of 
the regular major houses. Boyd has 
‘Maytime’ holding over, and figures 
to beat its first week’s biz. 

‘King and Chorus Girl’ is at the 


Stanley and the reviewers gave 
plenty of attention to Fernand 
Gravet. ‘Seventh Heaven,’ although 


panned by several of the crix, is a 
sure thing for biz at the Fox, and 
may hold for a second week. ‘His- 
tory Is Made at Night’ looks to be 
a logical builder at the Aldine with 
good notices to give it a boost. 
‘Good Earth’ is advertising ‘last 
weeks.’ It’s now in its sixth at the 
Locus and looks good for eight. ‘Lost 
Horizon’ is in its fourth at the Chest- 
nut and is skedded to go out after 
one more, there being a legit show 
set for the house on April 12. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘History 
Made Night’ (UA). Opened Satur- 
day (27) to good notices. Figures 
gaining on word-of-mouth; good 
$13,000 likely with all biz due to soar 
this week. Last week ‘Fire Over 
England’ (UA), got expected $6,000 
in second week, not bad for condi- 


tions. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50) — ‘Mrs. 
Cheyney’ (MG) (2nd run). Dandy 
$3,200 seen. Last week, ‘Dangerous 
Number’ (MG), dismal $890 in four 
days. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55) — ‘Maytime’ 


(MG) (2d week). Should equal first 
and might even beat it: big $25,000 
anyway after first week’s $26,500. 

‘Chestnut (1,350; 55-86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (4th week). 
Roadshow film last week dropped to 
scant $12,000. 

Earle (2,000: 25-40-55 )—‘Husband’s 
Secretary’ (WB) and vaude. Mit- 
chell and Durant headlining. Okay 
$15,500 seen. Last week ‘Doctor’s 
Diary’ (Par) and Major Bowes unit 
on stage, only $11.000, poor. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Seventh 
Heaven’ (20th) and stage show. No- 
tices for pic were mixed, but looks 
sure for real biz: $18.000 or better 
likely. Last week ‘Family Affair’ 
(MG) and stage show. Xavier Cugat 
ork helped to so-so $12,500. 

Karlton (1,000: 25-35-40)—‘Once a 
Doctor’ (WB). Fair $2,500 indicated. 
Last week ‘When You're in Love’ 
(Col) (2nd run), okay $2,700. 

Locust (1,300: 55-86-$1.14-$1.71)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (6th week). This 
roadshow feature should rebound 
after last week’s $13.000. 

Stanlev (3.700: 40-55) — ‘Chorus 
Girl’ (WB). Notices nice and should 
build. but hold-over doubtful. May 
get $17,500, big. Last week ‘Swing 
High’ (Par) (2nd week), satisfactory 


$12.000. 
Stanton (1.700; 30-40-50) — ‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKO). More marquee 


names than house generally has: $7,- 
500 indicated. Last week ‘Outcast’ 
(Par), under $5,000, poor. 


MacDonald-Eddy Torrid 
In Seattle, Smash $13,500 


Seattle, March 30. 

Stellar attractions mark passing of 
Lenten season and, with lumber 
strike apparently settled, biz all over 
town is on the upbeat. 

San Carlo opera at the Paramount is 
getting a play, but not really hurt- 
ing the film spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27-37-42)—‘Swing High’ (Par) 
and ‘Treve’ (U) (3d wk), dual. Looks 
to land $3,500, good. Last week, 
same film, $4,100, big. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32) —‘Thin Man’ (MG) and 
*‘Woman Wise’ (20th), dual. Headed 
for great $5,300. Last week ‘Plains- 
man’ (Par) and ‘Dixie’ (20th), dual, 
$4,600, good. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850: 11-16-21) 
—'Trail Dust’ (Par) and ‘High Hat’ 
(Ind), split with ‘Living Dangerous- 








ly’ (20th) and ‘Old Corral’ (Rep), 
dual. Expect $2,600, good. Last 
week, ‘Bold Cabellero’ (Ren) and 


‘Strangers on Honeymoon’ (GB), held 
full week, $2,200. fair. 

Fifth Ave. (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.400; 27-37-42)—‘Maytime’ (MG). 
Rousing campaien is bringing $13,- 
500. really terrific. Last week. ‘Love 
Is News’ (20th) and ‘Man of People’ 
(I"G), dual. $8300. good. 

Liberty (J-vHJ) (1,900: 27-37-42)— 
*Hictory Made Night’ (UA) and ‘Let’s 
Get Married’ (Col). dual. Exonloita- 
tion helpin« to big $8.000. Last week. 
Mavil’s Plaveround’ (Col) and 
‘Women of Glamour’ (Col), dual, 
$° °90. so-so. 

Murie Box (Hambrick-Evergreen) 
(909; 27-37-42 )\—‘Love Is News’ (20th) 
and ‘Man of People’ (MG), dual. 
Moved from Fifth Ave.. and gettine 
good $5000. Last week. ‘Nr. Bull’ 
(20th). reissue, got sad $1,100, lowest 


(2.700: 27-37-42)—‘Personal Proper- 
ty’ (MG) and ‘Breezing Home’ (U). 
With plenty of to-do over Taylor 
and Harlow, biz here will reach 


$7,500. Last week (27-37), ‘Park 
Ave. Logger’ (RKO) and ‘She's 
Dangerous’ (U), dual, with vaude, 
i 6,600. 

oe (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27-37) 
—Two Wise Maids’ (Rep) and 
vaude. Indicate $4,700, good. Last 
week, ‘About to Die’ (RKO) and 


vaude, $3,800, so-so. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106-27-37-42) —San Carlo Opera 
this week at $1.65 top. Last week, 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and ‘Don’t Tell 
the Wife’ (RKO), dual, held nine 
days for big $6,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850: 21-32)— 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Secretary’ 
(Col), dual. Anticipated $3,500. ex- 
cellent. Last week, ‘Great Guy 
(GN) and. ‘Rainbow On _ River’ 
(RKO), $2,800, good. 


‘NEWS, MEROFF 
SOCK $15,000 IN 
MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 30. 

With the end of Lent, biz has taken 
a sharp upturn. Week-end trade was 
brisk all over the loop. Looks like 
the box-offices have a new lease on 
life. Improvement in attractions is 
an important factor, of course. 
Combination of ‘Love Is News’ and 
Benny Meroff’s band gives the Or- 
pheum the town’s ace trade-puller. 
Easily will outdistance the Minnesota 
where, however, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
is showing surprising box-office 
strength, considering tne high scale 
and absence of stage entertainment. 
Dual bill houses, the State and 
Aster, are also sharing in the re- 
turned prosperity and will chalk up 
their best takings since the inaugu- 
ration of twin features. Unseason- 
ably cold weather apparently is a 
b. o. help. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—Charge of Light Brigade’ (WB) 
(2d run), split with ‘She’s Danger- 
ous’ (U) and ‘Off to the Races’ 
(20th), dual first runs. Heading for 
big $1,400. Last week, ‘Come and 
Get It’ (UA) (2d run) split with 
‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Clarence’ 
(Par), dual first runs. Fair at $900. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-55)—‘Swing High, Swing Low’ 
(Par) (2d week). Moved here from 
the Minnesota and zooming towards 
big $6,000. Last week, ‘Mrs. Chey- 
ney’ (MG) (2d week). Good at $5,000. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55 )—"Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). 
Big advertising campaign and cast 
names are bringing in lots of custom- 
ers. Big $11,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Swing High, Swing Low’ (Par). Also 
big at $10,000. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890: 
35-40-55 )—Love Is News’ (20th) and 
Benny Meroff’s band. Both picture 
and stage attraction are draws. Sky- 
rocketing to immense $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Nancy Steele’ (20th). Light 
at $4,500. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25-40) 
—When’s Your Birthday?’ (RKO) 
and ‘Cover of Night’ (MG). Duals 
better than predecessors and condi- 
tions also improved. Better than 
usual $3,500 in rrospect. Last week, 
‘Woman Wise’ (20th) and ‘Jungle 
Princess’ (Par), duals. Light $2,500. 

Time (Berger) (250; 15-25) ‘Wom- 
an Alone’ (GB). Sylvia Sidney 
fetching customers; en route to good 
$1,200. Last week, ‘Winterset’ (RKO) 
(2d week of 2d run). Okeh at $800. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,300; 25-35)— 
‘On the Avenue’ (20th). Big $4,500 
for first uptown showing. Last week, 
‘Lloyds’ (20th). Good $4,000. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Gay Desperado’ (UA). Musicals 
are built to order for this intimate 
house. Looks like big $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Carnival in Flanders’ (French) 
(2d week). Light at $1,000. 


B’KLYN PERKS 


‘Ready, Willing’ Lively $15,000; 
‘Romeo,’ $15,600, Good 














Brooklyn, March 30. 
Good biz reported among all down- 
town de luxers, despite religious 
holidays in City of Churches. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — ‘Nancy 
Steele’ (20th) and ‘Step Lively 
Jeeves’ (20th). Dualers came in yes- 
terday (Monday); $12,000 expected. 
okay. Last week, ‘Your Birthday’ 
(RKO) and ‘Wings of Morning’ 
(20th), $9,000, poor, 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Ready, Will- 
ing’ (WB) and ‘Murder Goes to Col- 





mark in years. 


Orpheum’ ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 


lege’ (Par). Anticipate lively $15,000. 


and ‘Outcast’ (Par) (2d week), 
$12,000, satisfactory. 

Metropolitan (2,400; 25-35-55)— 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Shakes- 
peare doing solo on screen, with re- 
action nice; okay $15,600 expected. 
Last week, ‘Men Not Gods’ (UA) and 
‘Man Who Could Work Miracles’ 
(UA), fair $13,500, 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Maid 
of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Her Husband’s 
Secretary’ (WB) (2d week). Will get 
nice $12,000. Last week, Good Friday, 
et al, held them down to poor $9,000. 
Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col) and ‘Scotland Yard 
Commands’ (GN). Will get $10,000, 
nice. Last week, ‘Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ (WB) and ‘Penrod and Sam’ 
(WB) (2d week), $8,000, good. 


‘MAYTIME’ TOPS 
BALTO AT $18,500 


Baltimore, March 30. 

Easter week, holiday prices, a nice 
line-up of pictures and brisk, clear 
weather are getting some money for 
local exhibs, and very welcome, too, 
after an n. g. Holy Week session. 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) opened a two-a- 
day run at the Maryland Sunday 
night to near capacity and is re- 
porting a strong advance sale. 

Best business is being garnered by 
‘Maytime’ (MG) at Loew’s Century, 
ringing up a hey hey $18,500, which 
is a pleasing change from the recent 
avalanche of red ink. Hippodrome, 
with a combo bill of ‘Quality Street’ 
and five vaude acts, has ’em coming 
at a merry nace, to a likely profitable 
$12,700. ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) at 
the New is disapnointing with a so-so 
$6,400. Steady pace for ‘King and 
Chorus Girl’ (WB) atthe Stanley, 
with biz building. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s) (3,000; 15-25-35- 
40-55) —‘Maytime’ (MG). Leading 
town with a*very merry $18,500, and 
very handy, too, for this house, 
which has been in a slump. Last 
week, ‘Thin Man’ (MG), revival, n. g. 
at $5,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO). Gettine some added pub- 
licity for Katharine Hepburn with 
day-and-date booking of her in leg: 
at Ford’s. Good vaude show added, 
meaning profit at $12,700. Last 
week, ‘When’s Your Birth .y’ ‘R  °' 
and Folies D’Amour unit, pleasant 
$11,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500: 15- 
25-30-35-40-55)—In the Army Now’ 
(GB). No marquee value and a bare 
$5,700. Last week, five days of ‘Cut- 
cast’ (Par), just fair at $4,100. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-3b- 
40-55) —‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). Dis- 
appointing biz. Not more than $6,- 
400, which is profit for house, but 
had expected more. Last week. sive 
days of ‘Holy Terror’ (20th), halting 
$3,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,400; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB). 
Building fairly well to $9,700. Last 
week, revival of ‘No Man of Her 
Own’ (Par). Surprised everybody 
with robust $6,600, plenty good. 


‘MAYTIME’ 126’$ 
TOPS MONTREAL 


Montreal, March 30. 

‘Wings of the Morning’ seems to 
be the stand-out pic in town, since 
currently it is in its ninth week, with 
no trace of lessened gross. 

Palace will top the town currently 
on ‘Maytime.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) 1,600; 50)— 
‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) (9th 
week). Looks like a fixture here on 
an estimated $5,000 gross for the 
current week and $4,000 last weck. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘May- 
time’ (MG). Weekend turnaway biz 
points to fine $12,000 on this single- 
feature show currently. Last week 
$6,500 for ‘Ready, Willing and Able’ 
(WB) and ‘Her Husband’s Secre- 
tary’ (WB). 

Capitol (CT) (2,700: 50) — ‘Swing 
High, Swing Low’ (Par) and ‘Her 
Husband Lies’ (Par). Strong opening 
biz may mean $8,500, good. Last 
week ‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and ‘Step 
Lively, Jeeves’ (Brit). Good $5,000. 

Loew’s (M. T. C.) (3,200: 50)—‘Es- 
pionage’ (MG) and ‘Two Wise Maids’ 
(WB), plus Dave Apollon’s unit. 
Very good $12,000. Last week ‘Black 
Legion’ (WB) and ‘Find the Witness’ 
(Col), with unit. Good $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,360; 50)—‘History 
Is Made at Night’ (UA) and ‘Don't 
Tell the Wife’ (RKO). Very good 
$7,000 exvected. Last week ‘Men 
Are Not Gods’ (Brit) and ‘Time Out 
for Romance’ (26th). Only $4.500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Grand Amour de Beetho- 
ven’ (2d week). Fine $2,500, after 
very good $2,000 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) 
34)—‘Chanson d'une Nuit’ and ‘Le 
Coupable’” Big biz on week-end 
should near $6,000 gross, very ood. 
Last week also very good $4,500 for 
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Last week, ‘You're in Love’ (Col) 


‘Rose Esseuillee’ and ‘Cloitre.’ 


Hub Gives Maytime’ Teri $37,000 
In Two Houses, ‘Waikiki’ Big $25,000 





‘Maytime’ Big $12,500, 
King’ Fair 436, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, March 30. 

‘Maytime’ is amassing a socko gross 
in its opening week at Loew’s and 
its pace looks big enough for the 
picture to h. o. 

Business at the downtown theatres 
is generally good with the advent of 
Easter. More than 10,000 out-of-town 
visitors for the state basketball finals 
over the week-end brought extra 
money to the first-run spots. 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25-40) 
—King and Chorus Girl’ (WB). 
Satisfactory, but considerably under 
expected take at $4,400. Last week, 
‘Holy Terror’ (20th), garnered mild 
$3,600 in eight days. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘History Made at Night’ (UA) and 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO). Former 
picture received all the attention in 
campaign and responsible for okay 
$5,500. Last week, second of ‘Swing 
High, Swing Low’ (Par), good $5,100. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG). Given excellent 
campaign here and gross is climbing 
to very big $12,500. Last week, ‘Fire 
Over England’ (UA) and ‘Let’s Get 
Married’. (Col), $3,300, weak. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Have Our Moments (U) and vaude. 
Take is okay at $8,800. Last week, 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and vaude, 
headlining Jimmy Scribner, radio en- 
tertainer, big $11,000. 


‘MAYTIME’ BEST 
IN ST. LOUIS 
AT $21,000 


St. Louis, March 30. 

With Lent a thing of the past, 
“‘Maytime’ at Loew’s was ushered in 
on snow squalls Friday (26). With 
house opening its doors at 9:30 a. m. 
daily, the Eddy-MacDonald opus 
should collect $21,000 to lead the 
town by a comfortable margin and 
probably h. o. ‘Seventh Heaven’ and 
‘Girl Overboard,’ dual at the mid- 
town Fox, is heading for second 
place with $17,000, 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- 
55)—‘Quality Street?’ (RKO) and 
‘Head Over Heels’ (GB). Dual is set 
for $12,500, about average. Too much 
competish to do better. Last week 
‘Ready, Willing and Able’ (WB) and 
‘Once a Doctor’ (WB). Wound up 
with $11,000, satisfactory for Holy 











Week. 
Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55)— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and ‘Girl 


Overboard’ (U). Nice opening points 
to swell $17,000. Last week ‘Nancy 
Steele is Missing’ (20th) and ‘Smart 
Blonde’ (WB). Ended with $13,600, 
good considering season. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3.162; 25-35-55)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG). Early opening justi- 
fied by the line on the first day and 
great getaway indicates sock $21,000 
weey. Last week ‘Sinner Take All’ 
(MG) and ‘Fire Over England’ (UA). 
Trifle better than expected at $8,300, 


n. g. 

Missouri (F&M) (3.514; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Park 
Avenue Logger’ (RKO). Will sur- 
prise if this one does better than 
$10,000. Last week ‘Swing . High’ 
(Par) and ‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ 
(RKO). Fine $12,000 after good biz 
at the Fox down the street. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Love is News’ (20th) (2d run) and 
stage show. Johnny Perkins perking 
up this house and $9.500 should be 
easy. Best in several weeks. Last 
week ‘On. the Avenue’ (20th) (2d 
run) and stage show. Garnered $8,- 
300. good biz during Holy Week. 


‘MAYTIME’ 176 
AND 11.0., PROV. 


Providence, March 30. 
Everything is hotsy-totsy again. 
Business is okay after one of the 
worst Holy Weck sessions in a long 
time. Good entertainment in town 
as a whole, and one spot, Loew’s 
State, is going so strong that a sec- 
ond week is assured for ‘Maytime.’ 
‘Seventh Heaven,’ at the Majestic, 
looks like the next best thing. Other 
— report better than average 
iz. 








Estimates for This Week 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘We Have 
Our Moments’ (U) and vaude. Looks 
like a nifty week; pace indicates 





(Continued on page 30) 


od 








Boston, March 30. 

‘Waikiki Wedding,’ plus a stage 
show, looks important at the Met, ag 
does ‘Maytime,’ single, at the Or. 
pheum and State. 

‘Good Earth’ evening biz held 
nicely during Holy Week, third week 
of roadshow at the Colonial. 

Film house managers were uneasy 
for a couple of days last week when 
rumors of a department store strike 
were rampant. But nothing hape 
pened. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) and vaude, 
Okay $20,000. Cab Calloway on 
stage and ‘Wise Woman’ (20th), very 
good $24,500 last week. 

Colonial (Loew) (1,643; 55-83. 
$1.10-$1.65 )}—‘Good Earth’ (MG) (3rd 
week). Held steady pace of $9,500, 
One more frame for roadshow. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40. 
50)—Swing High’ (Par) (2nd run) 
and ‘Penrod and Sam’ (WB) (ist 


run), dual. Okay at $6,000 gait; $4,- 
000 last week for ‘Doctor’s Diary’ 
(20th) and ‘Head Over Heels’ (GB), 
double. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55) —‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
‘When’s Your Birthday’ (RKO), dual. 
Fair $15,500 promised. Very good 
holdover week for ‘Love Is News’ 
(20th) and ‘Wings of Morning’ 
(20th) at $16,800 last week. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and 
stage show. Opened glumly, but 
picked up smartly over week-end, 
heading to dandy $25,000. Very sad 
$17,500 last week for ‘Nancy Steele’ 
(20th) and Benny Davis unit. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Maytime’ (MG). Swinging into 
a beautiful $20,006, with h.o. almost 
certain. Dismal $8,000 last week for 
second frame of ‘Cheyney’ (MG) 
and ‘Dangerous Number’ (MG), dual, 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Swing High’ (Par) (2nd run) 
and ‘Penrod’ (WB) (list run), dual, 
All right at $8,000. N.s.h. $6,000 last 
week on ‘Doctor’s Diary’ (20th) and 
‘Head Over Heels’ (GB), double. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG). Looks hot here at 
$17,500. ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and 
‘Dangerous Number’ (MG), dual, fiz- 
zled last week on holdover to $6,500, 


EASTER LAYS 
EGG IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, March 30. 

Easter week is laying eggs instea 
of sprouting blooms in ticket cages 
of main stem cinemas. By and large 
the take currently is the same as for 
Holy Week. Only house close to par 
is Keith’s, chalking up $5,500 on 
‘Ready, Willing and Able.’ 

‘Maytime’ is holding over at the 
Albee and registering $11,500 after 
its socko $21,000 in first week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘May- 
time’ (MG) (2d week). Mild $11,500, 
following smashing $21,000 in first 
week for theatre’s tallest take since 
New Year’s week. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—~ 
‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par). Tame at $4,< 
500. Last week ‘Meade’s Woman’ 

(1,900; 15-25)— 


(Par), $3,000, sad. 

Family (RKO) 
‘Round-up Time in Texas’ (Rep) and 
‘Dick Tracy’ (WB), split. Good $2,- 
500. Last week ‘Parole Racket’ (Col) 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), re- 
vival, split, best for some time at 


Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40— 
‘Smart Girls’ (U). Returned for fifth 
downtown week. Okay $2.500. Last 
week ‘Cloistered’ (Ind) (2d run), 
jerked after sixth day with sorry 
$1 400. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 30-40)— 
‘Ready, Willing’ (WB). Okay $5.500. 
Last week ‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO), 
fair $4 200. 








Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42)— 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th). Fair $4,500. 
Last week ‘Women of Glamour’ 
(Col), $3,500. tame. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Love Is News’ (20th). Fair $13.000. 


Last week ‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB), 
$7.500. poor. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200: 40-60)— 
‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) and ‘World's 


Fairest on Parade’ unit. A no-dicer 
at $10.000. Last week same figure 
for ‘Wanted to Marry’ (RKO) and 
Count Bernivici unit. 








Futter Pacts Robeson 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Paul Robeson has signed a con- 
tract with Walter Futter. 
Initialer probably will be ‘Henri I 
of Haiti,’ based on the history of a 
character by that name. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Newly organized Association of Film Audiences is to be permitted to 
struggle along without the aid of major picture companies, just as had 
been anticipated several weeks ago. With the so-called aims and purposes 
of Audiences outlined, principal film producers are more decided than 
ever to have as little as possible to do with the new organization. Avowed 
purpose of the org is to oppose anti-labor, all war and fascistic produc- 


tions and to favor anti-war films. 


The organization of Film Audiences has submitted a request to the 
Hays organization in which it asks the same preview facilities afforded 


the National Board of Review and other preview bodies. 


In a letter sent 


by Edward Kern, chairman of the organization, the limitations of the new 


society and its aims are outlined. 


These as set forth to the Haysians were simply that the association is 


anti-fascist, anti-war and pro-labor. 


Because there was no indication that 


the pictures would be appraised as to entertainment value but rather that 
the reviewing body would determine if the films conformed to the organi- 
zation’s particular philosophy, it seems extremely dubious the Hays office 
will make available previewing picture facilities. 


Criticism of ‘special award’ edition of ‘March of Time’s’ latest issue by | 


the Organization of Film Audiences was so abusive that ‘M. of T.’ officials 


will refuse to cooperate with that organization in future. 


While the pre- 


view committee was seemingly satisfied with the other two items in this 
release, the denunciation of the ‘Harlem Black Magic’ topic was so ‘bitter 


that it has aroused ‘March of Time’ officials. 


withdrawn to Audiences. 


Preview facilities have been 


The Harlem voodoo topic was described in the Audiences report as be- 
ing ‘vicious and criminally lopsided’ ard attributed it to ignorance on the 
part of the reel producers. Also said that the film is vicious in its possible 
effects and ridiculous in its anthropology. 





Educational Pictures will be unable to peddle any of its proposed new 
stock in Massachusetts, even if the issue is allowed to go on the market 
by the Federal Securities & Exchange Commission. 

Company was one of many banned in Bay State some time back for 
failure to comply with certain publicity regulations of the state corpora- 


tion commissioner. 


Federal consent to registration does not override ad- 


verse action by any state officials. authorities said in Washington Monday 
(29), since the S. E. C. only considers whether all pertinent information 


is made public. 


Since Educational revealed its skeleton in Massachusetts, 


unlikely the U. S. outfit will hold up the registration plea. 





Although he last week demonstrated to Philadelphia newspaper men 
the nine-channel recording pickup he’il use for Universal’s ‘100 Men and 
a Girl,’ Leopold Stokowski absolutely tabued studio publicity about the 
new apparatus and barred Universal publicity department from experi- 


ments and recording sessions. 


Claimed no information should be released 


about it in any form. Universal publicity staff didn’t know Stoki in- 


tended admitting Philly reporters intv the tests. 
RCA press department in Camden, N. J. 


That was arranged by 
Recording equipment, unlike 


anything previously tried, was developed by RCA from suggestions by 


Stoki. 





Jam-up of Gaumont-British first runs in the Los Angeles area has been 
precipitated by booking of Columbia’s ‘Lost Horizon’ into the Fox-West 
Coast’s Four Star theatre, L. A., for what will probably be an extended 
two-a-day run. GB has seven features on the shelf in L. A. awaiting first 
run, which ordinarily would have gone into the Four Star, and another 


release is on the way to the Coast. 
for the GB initial runs. 


F-WC has no other theatres available 
In consequence, subsequent run situation for that 


product is particularly jammed, with nothing in sight to indicate situation 


being eased up. 





In attempt to reduce by 10-15% the volume of heat penetrating into the 
main auditorium during the summer months, roof of the new Yuma the- 


atre, just completed in Yuma, Ariz.., 
in west to be treated with an application of aluminum paint. 


for Principal Theatres, will be first 
Success of 


numerous oil companies in using the substance for their oil tanks through- 
out Southern California prompted Mike Rosenberg of Principal to try it 


out for his house. 





N. Y. Daily Mirror, Hearst tabloid, is making a bid for department store 


and theatre advertising by upping 


its amusement section one-third. 


Mirror’s business promotional staff frankly advocates that picture theatres, 
niteries, cafes, etc., do more to bring people downtown than anything 
else, and as a stimulus to merchants. the daily is attacking the situation 


by building up the amusement pages. 





Newspaper bunch is avoiding a downtown banker who has connections 


For a brief time this exec was strong with the scribes, but after 


winning the aid of the newshawks the money man caused a couple of the 
boys to trip, wittingly or otherwise, on items, and the boys now have their 


fingers crossed. 





Theatre patrons in Los Angeles and environs are burning plenty over 


having to pay an additional wicket freight on preview nights. 


It’s okay 


with them when the picture is tops, but when it’s just mine run it’s not 
80 good. Consequently, major studios are wondering about the true pre- 
view reception accorded under these conditions. 





Although Bert Longworth has worked at Warners studio as a portrait 
photog for several years, he was unable to memorize 10 words when 
Picked by Mervyn LeRoy for part of newspaper cameraman in ‘The Deep 


South.” Part was finally cut to three words which Longworth was able 
to get through okay. 





Popularity of the magazine Esquire has resulted in about 20 film the- 
atres in the U. S. A. adopting that name. Latest is at Eighth avenue and 
43rd street, Manhattan. In some cases, as in Chicago, where B&K has 
an Esquire theatre and also a Coronet, it’s by direct permission of the 
Publishers. In other cases the lawyers have looked into the matter. 





State-right interest is veering towards the new Monogram. With Re- 
Public seemingly committed to a plan for establishing a company-con- 
trolled exchange system of its own, indie trade observers feel that some 
of Republic’s state-right franchisers may snuggle up to Monogram (W. Ray 
Johnston), , 





Coast picture stars are smarting considerably at rigid social lines drawn 
by the elite winter set of socialite ultras in Sun Valley Lodge, the Idaho- 
Union Pacific resort, which the pic crowd has been helping to put on the 


map since its opening. 





Eddie Alperson’s contract, as president of Grand National, is for five 
years and scales from $1,000 weekly the first year up to $2,250 the fifth 
year. Additionally, under his agreement, he gets 15,000 shares of the new 
$1 stock of the company the first year, running his earnings to $67,000. 





Registration permit for batch of outstanding securities was sought by 
Pathe last week from U. S. Securities & Exchange Commission. Applica- 
tion covers 585,095 shares of $1 common previously issued and 40,125 


Shares still in the company strong box. 
ee 





Softie! 


: Atlanta, March 30. 
euniver H. Bradbury, Jr., caught a 
: * Georgia Tech studes de- 

Uding his Georgia theatre front of 

West stills, grappled with them, 


why 





had ’em chased and arrested by 
radio gendarmes, appeared in court 
against them after they'd spent the 
night in jail, listened with satisfac- 
tion when the judge fined them $3, 
and then paid their fines when he 
learned they were broke. 





Incorporations 





NEW YORK 
Albany. 
Garden Enterprises Corp., New York: 
theatres, amusement enterprises of all 
kinds; capital stock, 300 shares, no par 


value. Incorporators: D, Fogel, IT. 5 
Berson, L. Zuckenberg, all of 500 Fifth 


avenue, New York City. 

United Stage Association, Inc., New 
York; amusement and entertainment en- 
terprises; capital stock, 1,000 shares, $10 
par value. Incorporators: Peter James 
McAndrews, 167-24 145th avenue, Ja- 
maica, South Long Island, N. Y.; Georye 
Maurice King, 888 Riverside drive, New 
York City; Herbert Joseph Higwins, 1840 
52nd street, Brooklyn, 

Casino Amusement Corp., New York: 


theatres, amusement enterprises of ill 
kinds; capital stock, 300 shares, no pat 
value Incorporators D> Fogel, I I 
Berson, L. Guckenberg, all of 500 Fifth 
avenue, New York City. 

Combo Amusement Corp., Manhattan: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 50 


Shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 


William Zuckerman, 175 West 81st street, 
New York City; Max Goldstein, 236 West 
|} 42nd street, New York City; Joseph 
Goldstein, 359 East 34th street, Brooklyn 


York; 


200 


Quigley-Schachtel, Ine., New 
theatrical business; capital 
shares, $100 par value. Incorporators 
William Knabe. 60 East 42nd street, New 
York City; John G. Quigley Hotel 
Chatham, New York City; Irving L 
Schachtel, 60 East 42nd street, New 
York City. 

Suffern Theatre Operating Corp., New 
York; theatres, places of amusement; 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value 
Incorporators: A. Kessler, A. Nadelman, 
B. Goldenberg, all of 1501 Broadway, 
New York City. 

No, No, Nanette, Inec., Manhattan: the 
atres and places of amusement capit 
stock, 9 shares, no par valv 
porators: Elsie Frazee, Rivet 
Westport, Conn.,; Harry Frazee c/o 
Hutton, 118 East 88th street, New 
City; Margaret Frazee Za: 
Louise Prinee, 4835 Morel’a street, 
Hollywood, Calif. 

Advance Productions, Inc., 
theatrical business; capital tock 
shares, no par value, Incorporators 
Joseph Wohl, David Wohl, Jack J. Elkin, 
all of 217 Broadway, New York City. 

Black Forest Village Amusements 
Corp., Manhattan; theatrical and restau- 
rant business; capital stock, 10 snares, 
$100 par value. Incorporators: Dorothy 
Fredman, Evelyn Siegel, Nellie Oshrin, 
all of 141 West 73rd New York 
City. 

Trans-Lux Yorkville Corp., Manhattan; 
motion picture business; capital stock, 
500 shares, $100 par value Incorpora- 
tors: Frances DeCaro, Benedict Santo- 
spirito, Jules Suppin, all of 580 Fifth 
avenue, New York City 

Deluxe 8S. C., Ine., Bronx; 
atres and amusement parks, etc.; 
stock, 100 shares, no par value 
corporators: Edward W. Whitwell, 
East 177th street, New York City; Wil- 
liam J. Harkin, 1822 Narragansett ave- 
nue, New York City; Harold C. Jacoby, 
1925 Harrison avenue, New York City. 

Henrietta Amusement Co., Inc., Man- 
hattan; theatrical business; capital stock, 
200 shares, $100 par value. Incor- 
porators: Leonard R. Speis, 2117 72nd 
street, Brooklyn; Laura Hart and Elias 
M. Felig, both of 1457 Broadway, New 
York City. 

Sportsmen's Tournaments, 
York; conduct and promote’ sporting 
events; capital stock, 100 shares, no par 
value. Incorporators: Jack Polansky 
and Julius Becker, both of 7 West 8lst 
street, New York City; Leon L. Epstein, 
1775 Broadway, New York City. 

Highland Theatre Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; capital stock, 6 
shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
Harry Gasoff, Mortimer 8S. Schofield, 
Minna TT. Weitz, all of 10 43rd 
street, New York City. 

East Coast Radio Features, Ltd., Man- 


stock, 


iD 
incor 


do, ¢ 
North 


Manhattan: 
200 


street, 


operate the 
capital 

In- 
1100 


Inc., New 


East 


hattan; general radio and motion pic- 
ture business; capital stock, 100 shares, 
no par value. Incorporators: Hugh C, 
Ernst, 50 East 78th street, New York 
City; Arthur Markham, 26 Bruton 
street, London, W. IL. England; Irving 
G. Idler, 44 Wall street, New York City. 


Vaporite Company, Ine., Manhattan; 


manufacture and production of motion 
picture films; capital stock, 200 shares, 
no par value. Incorporators: Harold R, 
Fleck, 130 West 46th street, New York 
City; Joseph Kern, Fifth avenue and 
59th street, New York City: Carrie 
Moyse, 17 Summit driveway, Manhasset, 
I.. I. Subscribers: Eugene J. Raphael, 


Pollack, Murray M. Cowen, 
all of 29 Broadway, New York City. 
Klarentz Amusements, Ine., Kings: 
operate theatres, amusement parks, etc,; 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 
Incorporators: Lrna Klarnet, 1784 Coney 
Island avenue, Brooklyn; Thomas An- 
nunziato, 48 Lake place, Brooklyn; Harry 
Glick, 2860 West 17th place, Brooklyn, 


William M. 





CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
Certified amended copy changing name 


of Columbia Artists Bureau, Ine., city 
and state of New York, to Columbia 
Artists, Ine, 


California States Publishing Co.; news- 
paper publishing; capital, 75 shares, par 


$10; permitted to issue all. Directors: 
Alex F. Dunn, Leo J. Muir, Elvon Orme. 
Certificate of dissolution of Frank 


Stempel Agency, L. A 


Wurtzel’s New  Aesag 3 
On Eve of China Trip 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Sol Wurtzel, before sailing for 
China April 3, will have completed 
all but one of his current season's 
program at 20th-Fox. Wurtzel will 
have 26 features in the cans by time 
he sails, leaving only ‘Armored Taxi,’ 
set to go into production April 26, 
to complete. 

Already in production by Wurtzel 
for the 1937-38 season is ‘One Mile 
From Heaven.’ Producer will be away 
three months. 


NEW U STOCK DUE SOON 


Trading in the new common stock 
of Universal Corp. is expected to 
start in the next week or 10 days. 
The listing committee of the N. Y. 
Curb Exchange already has passed 
on the appilcation for listing on that 
board, and application on Form 16 
was made to the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission more than two 
weeks ago. 

Approval by the SEC is necessary 
before trading in this new issue can 
be started. 











lane, | 
o| velopments, any catastrophe of this 
York | 
Mrs, | 


Reports on Interstate, Robb-Rowley ‘ 
And Jefferson Amus. Talking Pool 





. 


REELS OFF ‘AP’ IDEA 


Texas School Disaster Again Creates 
Feverish Competish 








Newsreel plan for cooperative cov- 
erage on major news events again 
took a terrific walloping on the New 
London, Texas, school disaster that 
snuffed out 450 lives. Reel officials 
protected themselves on an elaborate 
scale, just in case originally desig- 
nated cameramen slipped up. Many 
of the newsreels employed the crews 
furnished by a large industrial film 
organization at Dallas. Despite as- 
surance by this firm that they would 
handle the job, most of the reels 
dispatched cameramen from New 
York, while others also sent a lens 
grinder from Hollywood. 

The school catastrophe again illus- 
trated the point that, while news- 
reels may get together, with the pos- 
sible exception of Paramount, in 
handling routine national news de- 


size sends them scurrying to get in- 


| dividual coverage. 


Indicative of this attitude is the 
fact that all reels, excepting Para- 
mount, covered Roosevelt’s visit to 
Warm Springs on the ‘Associated 
Press of newsreels’ lines. Universal 
is doing the job for all but Par. 

Selection of James Lyons, U news- 
reeler, as president of the White 
House Cameramen’s_ association, 
made Universal as logical designa- 
tion for presidential coverage; the 
bead of this association generally 
serves as go-between or liaison man 
between the reels and the chief 
executive. 


TECHNICOLOR'S 
36 PROFIT, 
$880,650 


Technicolor, Inc., and its subsid, 
Technicolor Motion Picture Corp., 
showed a profit of $880,650, before 
depreciation, amortization and fed- 
eral taxes, for the year ended Dec. 
31, 1936, as against $151,215 for cor- 


responding period in previous year. 
The net profit for 1936, after depre- 
ciation, amortization, federal income 
tax and surtax on_ undistributed 
profits totaled $482,113 as compared 
with a loss of about $4,000 in the 
previous year. Profit amounted to 
65c per share in past year. 

Companies increased working 
capital to $1,584,896 as compared 
with $485,038 a year ago. Report 
shows that the company had no out- 
standing bank loans. Cash balance 
was $1,702,609 on Dec. 31, which is 
approximately 3.8 times current lia- 
bilities and compares with $541,770 
on comparable date in 1935. 

Report to stockholders notes that 








—_——______ 


A combination, in whole or part, 
of the interests of three large south- 
western chains, the Karl Hoblitzelle- 
R. J. O'Donnell Interstate circuit, 
Robb & Rowley and the Jefferson 
Amusement chain, has been dis- 
cussed in a preliminary way, accord- 
ing to information, but to date no 
very definite plan has been evolved. 

The Interstate chain, the most 
powerful of the three groups in the 
Texas territory, numbers around 100 
theatres, while the R. & R. chain, 
which also penetrates Oklahoma and 
Arkansas, has close to 100. Jefferson 
Amus. Co., headed by J. C. Clements 
and Sol Gordon, embraces 56 houses, 
mostly in Texas. Any combination 
or pooling arrangement for buying 
or other purposes between two of 
these chains or all three would be of 
major importance. The towns of the 
three chains are not in conflict with 
each other. 

The Hoblitzelle-O’Donnell string is 
a 50-50 partnership with Par, while 
Jeff Amusement is another partner- 
ship with this major. Robb & Rowley 


| are in partnership with Par only in 


four houses in Little Rock, Ark. 


PAR LIKES THE 
POWWOW IDEA 





With theatre partners and opera- 
tors expressing themselves as im- 
pressed with the contacts made and 
the values realized from the recent 
three-day Paramount convention in 
Miami, it is planned to held similar 
get-togethers once a year, probably 
at this time of the year. 

Reaction of those attending the 
Miami conclave was that the meeting 
proved very constructive and that it 
afforded an opportunity to discuss 
first hand the many problems affect- 
ing not only Par but the industry as 
well, 

Y. Frank Freeman, theatre chief, 
who presided, returned to New York 
yesterday (Tues.) after making a 
stopover at Atlanta. Stanton L. 
Griffis, Adolph Zukor and Austin C, 
Keough returned Monday (29), 


20TH CAN’T ADD SHORTS 
FOR ANOTHER 2 YEARS | 


Although it may have considered 
entering the shorts production field, 
20th Century-Fox cannot do so for 
at least another year and eight 
months. The contract which E. W. 
Hammons holds with 20th for dis- 
tribution of the Educational product 
has that far to go and provides that 
20th cannot release other shorts ex- 
cepting the Magic Carpet series 
turned out by Fox Movietone and, 
of course, the Movietone newsreel. 

On the expiration of the Ham- 
mons’ contract, it may be renewed. 
There is no current reason to believe 
that it won't, according to informa- 
tion, but also it may then be agreed 
that 20th might add shorts of its 








a dividend of 50c per share was paid 
last December and that it cost the 
company $12,270 in surtax to hold 
around $100,000 of undistributed 
profits in the company treasury. Also 
revealed that Technicolor paid $24,- 
634 in bonus money to employees. 
The statement points out that At- 
las Corp. and associates and Pioneer 
Pictures purchased and exercised 
options on stock which brought 
$995,000 into the company treasury. 
The London factory of the com- 


own make to the releasing schedule. 





Consolidated Hopes for 
Court’s OK by April 20 


Hope that the decision of the Del- 
aware court on the proposed reor- 
ganization plan would be available 
about April 20 was expressed last 
week by officials at the annual stock- 
holders’ meeting of Consolidated 
Film Industries, Inc. This suit, 





pany’s subsidiary, Technicolor, Ltd., 
was finished and ready to start man- 
ufacturing operations last January, 
stockholders were told. This plant 
normally would manufacture prints 
for distribution in the British Em- 
pire of productions photographed in 
Hollywood and prints of productions 
photographed in England. But, the 
statement points out, the factory ac- 
tually is starting operations on the 
former because the British film in- 
dustry is passing through a major 
crisis. 





Wright Heads L. A. Legalists 
Hollywood, March 30. 
Loyd Wright, secretary of United 
Artists Distributing Corp. and coun- 
sel for many film stars and direc- 
tors, has been elected president of 
the Los Angeles Bar Association. 





brought by a stockholder who was 
dissatisfied with the plan, has halted 
efforts of executives to place in 
operation. Originally the decision 
had been expected on March 19. 

Herbert J. Yates, Sr., was quoted 
in Wall Street as saying that earn- 
ings in the first two months this year 
had been hit by prevalence of flu 
among Hollywood stars. 

New directors, named for terms of 
three years each by stockholders 
were Yates, R. I. Poucher, W. W. 
Vincent, A. D. Farwell and W. P. 
Stevens. First three are veteran of- 
ficials with the organization. 

Because of the delay in court de- 
cision which has held up operation 
of the reorg plan, directors last week 
passed up declaration of dividend on 
the preferred stock. Obviously this 
class of stock will pay a different 
amount under the new plan. 
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Starring 


FERNAND GRAVET 
JOAN BLONDELL 


EDW. EVERETT HORTON... Alan Mowbray 
Mary Nash «+ Jane Wyman + Kenny Baker 
Luis Alberni - STORY BY GROUCHO MARX 
and Norman Krasna + Songs by, Heymann and 
Koehler :+-A MERVYN LEROY PRODUCTION 
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with 
HUMPHREY BOGART - LOLA LANE OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND 
ISABEL JEWELL - EDUARDO CIANNELLI IAN HUNTER - ANITA LOUISE 
JANE BRYAN - ROSALIND MARQUIS ALICE BRADY - ROLAND YOUNG 
MAYO METHOT - Allen Jenkins + John Litel FRIEDA INESCORT - Peggy Wood 
Ben Welden - Henry O’Neill - Directed by Walter Woolf King - Bonita Granville 
LLOYD BACON - Songs by Harry Warren Beryl Mercer - Directed by ARCHIE 


and Al Dubin.- A First National Picture MAYO « A Cosmopolitan Production 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 








Twe Leading Japanese Film Cos. 


In Bitter Battle 


May Mean Break for Americans 


+ + 


Tokyo, March 15. 

Looks like Toho and Shochiku 
rival producers and exhibs here, 
have up the idea of calling 
each other names and making faces 
over the back fence and have de- 
cided to make it a battle royal, with 
hands taking part Showdown 


given 


alu 


has been in the offing for some time, 
but neither side seemed willing to 
make a lead until last week, when 
Shochiku. Shinko (Shochiku ¢ 1bsid), 
Nikkatsu and Daito jointly informed 
Toho that. unless Toho forthwith 
ceases raiding of opposish actors, 
directors and writers. something 


drastic would be done about it. 
Evidently the document was 

mailed to the wrong address or 

Ichizo Kobayashi. Toho prez, couldn't 


read it. for he failed to reply by 
Saturday (13), which was the last 
day given for an answer. 

This threw the matter right back 


into the laps of the ultimaters, who 
immediately promulgated a declara- 
tion of war. This, among other 
things, .served notice that commenc- 
ing April 1 any house showing 
P.C.L. or J.O. (Toho) pix cannot 
have the product of Shochiku, 
Shinko. Nikkatsu or Daito. Between 
"em the four claim that this affects 
some 1.400 (‘including their own) 
spots out of a total of about 1,600 
cinemas in the whole country. 


Kobavyashi’s Plans 

Reported that Kobayashi will now 
speed up his attempt to get control 
of Nikkatsu, whicn would give hirn 
booking control of around 600 spots. 
Also rumored that Kobayashi is 
busily buying up _ independently 
owned houses which are at present 
using Shochiku product. In either 
case, nobody in Toho will confirm or 
deny any talk about plans. It’s a 
known fact that Kobayashi has 
dickered on and off for the Nik- 
katsu chain, but the price wasn’t 
to his liking. Not giving up the idea 
of acquiring it, he apparently is try- 
ing to make Nikkatsu talk turkey by 
weakening it in the production end 
via hiring away of its pop actors 
and directors. In this move he has 
been entirely successful. In his raids 
he hasn't stopped at Nikkatsu, but 
has done the same with Shochiku 
and Shinko, thus making it difficult 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 
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‘Camille’ Big in London 


London, March 21. 
Public response to ‘Camille’ (MG) 
has been so strong that Metro has 
decided to hold the Garbo picture at 
the Empire at least six weeks, 
against the theatre’s normal policy of 
1-2 weeks per film. In its first 11 
| days the film played to 156,000 ad- 





for Dominance: 











| Missions, 
All-time record for the Empire | 
was the first ‘Broadway Melody,’ | 


‘THEODORA’ TOPS SYDNEY 


Good Biz Also for ‘Pennies’— Show 
Boat’ In 10th Month 


which ran nine weeks to 700,000 ad- | 
missions and a quoted gross of $450,- | 
000. ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ was/ 
next best with six weeks, but ‘Ca- 
mille’ is expected to top the take of 


Sydney, March 9. | that one. | 

‘Theodora’ (Col) got the top money fe - _ | 

of the week and should spell solid ° ‘ 

b.o. for the rest of its run. ‘Garden Jap-French Diplomatic 
of Allah’ (UA) is out, floppo, with 
‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) replacing. 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) swings | 


Mixup Over Hayakawa 
new "Monk 0) ia: weal, wiaong| Picture Made in Paris 


along in its 10th month and okay. | 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) is fairly good Tokyo. March 135. 
on its second week, and is likely to| Juyx Film Co. of Paris has fallen 
go three. “‘This’'ll Make You Whistle’ 


| from the good graces of the Japs and 
(AD) comes in this week on a run is likely to be barred from doing biz 
try, and ‘Rembrandt’ (UA) goes into | in Japan. Trouble comes from a film 
a second stanza. Metro's ‘Gorgeous it is making in Paris called ‘Yoshi- 
Hussy’ also comes in for a run try. wara’ from DeKobra’s story of the 





Weekly change — are ot bene heme. and ih which Sesue 
stron z, with North of Nome 01), | Hayakawa has the lead. 
‘Night Waitress’ (RKO), and ‘Gen- | 


Foreign Office here dispatched to 
the Japanese Embassy at Paris a 
' protest of the Japanese Home Office 
respecting the pic but didn’t explain 


eral Died’ (Par) on repeat, topping. | 





Melbourne, March 9. 








‘ 








Duvivier’s Next 
Paris, March 21, 





for Nikkatsu to even borrow talent. 

With the majority of local b.o. 
NMames now under his wing, Koba- 
yashi will eventually make it tough 
for his competitors to supply suitable 
pix for their houses and thus force 
some kind of settlement which will 
give him satisfactory outlets for his 
product. Weaning away talent at 
such a fast pace from his opposish 
hands them a hard nut to crack, be- 
cause Japanese fans are notoriously 
loyal to their favorites. 

If the fight goes to a finish, Ameri- 
can pictures should come in for some 
juicy and unlooked-for biz. If houses 
under contract for Toho product are 
boycotted by the other group, they’ll 
have to buy foreign pix to make 
up their programs. Likewise, houses 
using Shochiku product, being pre- 
vented from using Toho pix, there- 
fore will be forced to look elsewhere 
for at least a part of their needs. 
Because the majority of houses in- 
volved have always used native 
product exclusively, it will put a 
lot of biz on the American books 
which has never been there before. 


American Position 
One fiy in the ointment is the en- 
forced alignment of the American 
distribs whereby certain ones are 
appointed to supply product to Sho- 
chiku outlets exclusively ane certain 
others are forced to knuckle under 


to Toho. Whether both sides will 
attempt to keep this alignment in 
supplying their respective  con- 
tractees in the sticks, is some- 


thing that will develop as the scrap 
becomes more clearly defined. 

ose credited with being in the 
know here, feel that the Toho- 
Shochiku feud has gotten beyond 
their control and outside interests 
will have to step in. In the past, 
the government has settled such 
scraps, in line with its policy of ra- 
tionalizing all industry. Such a thing 
is not an impossibility in this case, 
because the government 2ias felt all 


along that the pix industry is a prob- | 
should be made to | 


lem child and 
behave. Government also won't take 


too kindly to any situash which gives | 


added strength to or helps the dis- 
tribs of foreign product. 





Julien Duvivier’s next film will be 
‘Un Carnet de Bal’ (‘A Ticket to the | 
Ball’). 

Cast will include Harry Baur, 
Pierre Blanchar, Fernandel, Victor 


City is packed with visitors for the | what the objection was. Embassy 
pected to swing high. Nice lineup is | could do about it as the pic is almost 
in, including ‘Valiant’ (Par), ‘China | finished and, besides, the French do 
ness’ (local), “Sweet Aloes’ (WB)./ however, induce the producers to 
‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col), ‘Dishonor Bright’ | change the title to ‘Sacrifice.’ 
‘Libelled Lady’ (MG). is that Domei (Japanese controlled 
|mews agency) dished out a cabled 
BOY SCOUT FILM SET |to the effect that he accepted the 
part after having examined the 
| guarantee from the studio that no 
| anti-Jap scenes would appear. 
Lyceum, famous Strand home of | 
meller and panto, has gone talker, a 
been taken to show a_recentiy IN ACE TOKYO HOUSES 
completed picture, ‘Gang Show.’ Sea- 
charity. Tokyo, March 15. 
|a series of Boy Scout programs | downtown house, has for several | 
played successfully at the Scala, | months had a policy of stage shows | 
been well trained and shows the | 
first precision stuff done by natives 
Shows clicked so well that now 
Shochiku has decided to follow suit. 
an American trained dancing master. | 
while Shochiku is going to depend 


Cricket Test and night biz is ex- | replied that there was nothing it 
Clipper’ (WB), ‘Orphan of Wilder- | not consider it anti-Jap. They did, 
(AD), ‘Road to Glory’ (Fox) and; Curious part of the whole business 
| story supposedly quoting Hayakawa 
AT LYCEUM, LONDON. script and after having received a 
Lenten March 21. | 
SHOWS PLUS 
short lease of “the theatre having STAGE H L PIX 
son will open April 13 with a gala 
‘Gang Show’ is a picture version of | Toho’s Nippon Gekijo, biggest 
with foreign and Jap films. Line’ has 
in this part of the world. 
Only difference is that Toho hired | 
on a native teacher. 


| 





Francen, Louis Jouvet, Raimu, 
Francoise Rosay and Pierre-Richard 
Wilm. LOWE LONDON-BOUND 


Several writers, including Bernard 
Zimmer, Jean Sarment, Yves Mirande 
and Pierre Wolff have worked on the 
screen stiry and dialog. Exteriors 
will be shot in the Italian lake dis- 
trict. 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Edmund Lowe trained out for New 
York yesterday (29) en route to 
England. 
He'll appear in ‘The Squealer’ for 
Alexander Korda. 


Free Use of Cinemas for Coronation 
Parties Worries Exhibs in Britain 


} 














London, March 21, 
The Coronation has given the 
motion picture business a lot of 


points to worry about, but the new- 
est question, put up by local ex- 
hibitors, is how far they are bound 
to hand over their theatres for free 
shows. 

City and town authorities in all 
parts of the country are asking co- 
operation from cinemas in their local | 
junketings, with free entertainment. 

In most instances the authorities 
ask that the use of theatres be 
donated free for special presentation 
of Coronation newsreels and so on. 
Exhibitors are not so hot on the idea, 


hands of the affair, leaving local | 
theatres to find their own solution. | 
In one respect such official attitude 
is inevitable, for relations between 
municipal authorities and theatres | 
vary widely from place to place, so 
that a general agreement is difficult. | 
Some municipalities, notably in the | 
London area, are offering special | 
Coronation Week cuts in power 
rates, and where these operate thea- 
tres feel largely obligated to recipro- 
cate. In others—Portsmouth is a 
foremost example—trade and civic | 
authorities are so closely linked that 
| the matter solves itself. In that city 
(and others) the current Lord Mayor 
or other official is a theater proprie- 
figuring on bringing good business | tor, forming a complete liaison which 
into the theatres, especially in the | makes it comparatively simple for 
sticks, and argue that local authori- | both sides. 
ties should pay for any celebrations| A few authorities have made a 
they plan. * | straight offer to pay a set fee per 
Pointed out that municipal bodies head for special shows, but in other 
are laying out big amounts for localities the officials have scrapped 
Coronation purposes, for decorations, | plans for free entertainments because 
parades and the like. and where | ° the insistence of exhibs that such 
entertainments are scheduled they a fee must be forthcoming. 
ieauil eles Gost tha tal Most difficult angle is that exhibs 
s = _ have no precedent to guide them. | 
No Set Policy Last British Coronation was that of | 
| Chief headache of the situation is | George V, way back in 1911, and at | 
| the entire lack of national policy,|that time motion picture business 
| exhibs’ association having washed its | was not yet organized. 











_ protesting, stating they don’t see why 


Imperial, Tokyo, Shows 


| plant is to be enlarged. 





Best English 


Pix Are Made in U.S, 


Says Aussie Censor; Only 8 Nixes 





S. AFRICAN BIZ GOOD 


Plenty Variety of Pix In Cities— 
Durban 100% Yank Product 








Capetown, March 1. 

Picture business here is pretty 
good, with a healthy variety of 
product. ‘His Lordship’ (G-B) is at 
the Alhambra, ‘Garden of Allah’ 
(UA) is at the Plaza, ‘All In’ (G-B) 
is at the New Grand, ‘Last of Mo- 
hicans’ (UA), Royal; ‘Little Minis- 


| ter’ (RKO), Elstree, and ‘Happened 


One Night’ (Col), Adelphi. 

British have two out of six pix 
‘in Johannesburg currently. ‘Labur- 
num Grove’ (ATP), Plaza; ‘Song of 
Freedom’ (Lion), Colosseum; ‘Born 
to Dance’ (MG), Metro; ‘Rose-Marie’ 
(MGM), Bijou; ‘Hell-ship Morgan’ 
(Col), Standard; ‘Captain Blood’ 
(WB), Hippodrome. 

In Durban, it’s 100% 
currently. ‘Give Us This 
(Par) is at the Playhouse; 
Horn’ (MG), Prince’s; ‘Dancing Pi- 
rate’ (RKO), Criterion; ‘Bonnie 
Scotland’ (MG), King’s; ‘Coronado’ 
(Par), Cameo; ‘Shipmates_ For- 
ever’ (WB), Alhambra. 


SCALA FILM TO PREEM 
AT NAME OPERA HOUSE 


Rome, Marfch 19. 
‘Regina della Scala’ (‘Queen of the 


American 
Night’ 
‘Trader 








Scala’), film which traces the history | 
of the famous Milan opera house | 


through its various periods, will 
probably get its world premiere in 
the Scala itself. All interiors of the 
film were taken at the Scala with 
the cooperation of Scala orchestra, 
ballet, singers and technicians. Film 


depicts Scala discoveries, triumphs, 


first nights, 
therefore 


and audiences. It is 
considered appropriate 


that its first night should take place | 


in the famous opera too. 

Paramount is handling the distri- 
bution of the film in Italy, and has 
taken an option on world distri- 
bution. 





State Stops Unemployed 
Actor Aid in France 


Paris, March 21, 

Because of the number of frauds, 
the Staite has temporarily suspended 
the support it contributes to the 
funds from which unemployed art- 
ists in the Paris region are paid. 

Until this step was taken the City 
of Paris, the Department of the Seine 
and the National government col- 
laborated to furnish money for the 
fund. 

Legitimate unemployed artists are 





they should be held responsible for 
the mistakes of employees, over 
which they have no control. 





Nice Profit on the Year 


Tokyo, March 15. 

Imperial Theatre, Ltd., owners of 
the Imperial Theatre here, showed a 
profit of approximately $10,800 for 
the last half of -1936, according to 
announcement made at the stock- 
holders’ meeting. Dividend of $9,700 
was declared, which represents 1% 
annually on outstanding stock. Hideo 
Shibusawa was elected chairman of 
the board. 

Imperial Theatre, which has been 
operated under lease for the past 
eight years hy the Shochiku chain, 
was at one time the home of most 
legit productions staged in the capi- 
tal. When it came under the control 
of Shochiku it was converted into 
a first-run pix location and has been 
considered the key house of the city, 
having the pick of all foreign 
product. | 





Zeiss Ups Divvy to 6% 


4 


> —_————___. 


Sydney, March 12. 

Creswell O’Reilly, Commonwealth 
Film Censor, says that he was im- 
mensely pleased with the improve- 
ment in the general standard of films 
imported during the past year. States 
that 1936 saw a very much 
percentage in censorship, and that 
this was apparently due to the fact 
that distributors are co-operating jn 
an endeavor to keep production up 
to a high standard. 


low er 


Prior to departure for England last 
week, the censor presented to the 
government his report covering the 


year just concluded. This discloses 
that 348 feature pix were imported 
from America, 103 from England. 
and only two from the Continent. Of 
the 453 features imported, 340 passed 
in toto; 95 suffered cuts: 18 were re- 
jected, but on appeal this total was 
reduced to eight. America supplied 
five of the rejects, and three c: 
from England. 

Actual rejection figures are U.S.A, 
1.4%, England 2.9%. 

Big kick in the report to Anieri- 
cans is a statement by O'Reilly that 
‘the best British films are made in 
America.’ 

Mention was aiso made that the 
standard of film advertising has im- 


me 


proved considerably, both on bill- 
boards and in newspapers. 
| Concluding the report, O'Reilly 


stated, ‘Lower percentage of censor- 
ship action in 1936 reduced clashes 
of opinion. However, there has been 
evident a better understanding be- 
tween all parties, and the co-opera- 
tion of distributors in many in- 
stances has been much appreciated, 
| Especially was this the case when 
certain films dealt with a recent im- 
| portant event from what we mutu- 
|ally regarded as an_ undesirable 
angle.’ ‘ 

This is believed to be in refcrence 
to the recent abdication of King Ed- 
| ward. 
| O'Reilly, after the Coronation, will 
| visit America. 





+ 





2 German-ltalian Pix 


Rome, March 19. 
Bavaria Films of Germany has 
sent a company to Italy to take ex- 
teriors of scenes for ‘His Majesty's 
Singer,” German film, which will star 
Italy’s number one tenor, Beniamino 
Gigli. Gigli has been playing in a 
number of pix in Germany, where 
he now seems to be more popular 
and more successful than on the Ital- 
ian screen. Exteriors for ‘His Maj- 
esty’s Singer’ are to be taken on the 
Italian Riviera. ; 
At the same time Tobis is continu- 
ing work on the Emil Jannings pic, 
which is being filmed in Pompeii. 








Marlowe Troupe at 
Pan-Pacific Expo 


Tokyo, March 9. 

Bunny Marlowe Troupe, managed 
by Augusta Hustrei, has arrived in 
Japan for an engagement at the 
Pan-Pacific Peace Expo, Nagoya, 
which opens March 25. H. D. ‘Bob’ 
Mathews and his trick lion are 
among those present. Booking by K. 
Wadamori. 

Another group is due to 
March 19 for the same spot. 


arrive 








London Revue to Tokyo 


Tokyo, March 15. 
London Revue, which includes the 
Waraby Acrobats and the Piccadilly 
Girls, is due to arrive in Japan for 
an extended engagement in April. 
Dates and houses haven't been set, 
according to Suisei Matsui, who will 
m.c. the show while in Japan. 





. . , . e DJ 
Binnie’s ‘Gaiety Girl 
Hollywood, March 30. 
Binnie Barnes has been signed by 
Alexander Korda for title role in 
‘The Gaiety Girl.’ 





Berlin, March 19. 

German camera companies have | 
been doing such big biz in all! 
branches that, at a recent get-to- | 
gether of the Board of Directors of | 
Zeiss in Dresden, it was decided to | 
propose a boost of the dividends 
from 5% to 6%. Besides that the 


There is a constant demand, not 
only for the more expensive cameras 
and lenses, but for all kinds of film 
apparatus, including home = and 
school machines, it is declared. 





Filmusical will be made in Lon- 
don, with production to start shertly. 





E. J. Hewitt in Tokyo 


Tokyo, March 6 
E. J. Hewitt of British Acoustics 
Co., London, has arrived in Japan 
on business. While here he \ 
0.0. the studios with the idea ¢! 


selling them new sound equipmec!'' 

Attention will also be give! 
possible patent infringements ! 
home-made machines. 


fad? 
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Hays’ Peace Pact with Italian 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 1 = 
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Govt May Be Nullifed by New 


Law Increa 


Rome, March 19, 


Representatives of American film 
producers here are frankly worried 
about a new move on the part of 
Italian producers to cut down Amer- 
ican competition. When Will Hays 
left here several months ago after 
a hurry call, an agreement had been 
reached to allow the Americans to 
send 250 films a year to Italy. This 
meant practically unlimited importa- 
tion, since American producers had 
never come near the 250 figure be- 
fore. Now, with the approach of 
the inaguration of Italy’s Cinema 
City, and the consequent increased 
ambition of Italian producers to turn 
out bigger and better films, Italians 
are regretting the generous terms 
they granted Hays. 

Italian producers therefore got to- 
gether, and requested Director Gen- 
eral of Italian Films Luigi Freddi 
either to cut down the American im- 
port allowances to 150 films or to 
do away with the dubbing of Ameri- 
can films. Latter move, it was hoped, 
would have the effect of practically 
banishing American films from small 
Italian towns, where not enough peo- 
ple are able to understand English 
to warrant their being shown. Freddi 
objected to elimination of dubbing, 
because it was introduced and made 
compulsory for all foreign films in 
Italy after a bitter fight with foreign 
producers. Then, too, it means work 
for a large number of Italians em- 
ployed in the dubbing studios here. 

Instead it has now been suggested 
to raise the charge for dubbing 
from $1,580 to $3,950 per picture. 
That would automatically cut down 
the number of pix Americans would 
send into Italy as, obviously they 
could afford to send only the very 
best to bear the additional cost. 

Not only would this arrangement 
affect the number of pix Americans 
could import, as fixed by the Hays 
agreement, but it would also affect 
the financial part of the agreement, 
as each American producer would 
be forced to spend on the average 
of $63,000 more in Italy to meet the 
extra dubbing charge. 

If the new dubbing tax goes 
through then, and American pro- 
ducers’ representatives here fear it 
will, the advantages gained by Hays’ 
long negotiations with Italian au- 
thorities will have been practically 
wiped out. 


T. E. LAWRENCE’S AIDE 
IN ARABIA FOR FILM 


Jerusalem, March 13. 


Col. Frank Sterling, T. E. Law- 
rence’s Chief of Staff, is now in 
Jerusalem, for London Film Prods. 
Ltd. (Korda), to adapt ‘Revolt in the 
Desert.” On one-hour’s notice he was 
told to sail for Cairo, whence he has 
toured the battlefields with which he 
is familiar. 

Sterling is waiting for a director, 
actors and sound units. Big scene 
will be the battle of the Abu Lisan, 
where hordes of shreiking cameleers, 
cavalrymen and others annihilated 
the Turks. This wiil be recon- 
structed on the spot. 

Zaltan Korda, Alexander’s brother, 
will direct. Interiors will be shot in 


London. Filming will be done here 
in May. 











Even Mexico Knows 


About ‘Unconstitutional’ 


Mexico City, March 30. 
Local organized cabaret and nitery 
Owners have obtained an injunction 
against the demand of the munici- 
Pal government that they pay wages 
of $2.25 a night for inspectors who 


+ view their establishments. 


Court held that the demand is un- 
Constitutional. 





A. J. Freeman’s New Post 


Alton J. Freeman, until two years 
480 manager of the Scollay Square 
theatre, Boston, is now in charge of 
Communications for the Lago Oil 

orp. of Venezuela. 

New job is to manage all signal 
‘ommunications in the 200 miles of 
oil lands controlled by Lago in the 


A. republic, He headquarters in 
aracaibo, 


Tax on Dubbing 





Nippon Nip-Ups 





When a Jap actor makes the 
grade at Hollywood the natives 
here go ga-ga, considering it an- 
other proof of Japan’s impor- 
tance in the world. They have 
never ceased to point with pride 
to the achievements of Sessue 
Hayakawa and hoping that 
someone would pop up to con- 
tinue to uphold the banner of 
dear old Nippon on the Ameri- 
can lots. 

With the aid of Doug Fair- 
banks it seems that the folks at 
home are going to get their 
wish. Much prominence is be- 
ing given in local newspapers to 
the selection of Denmei Suzuki 
for a part in Marco Polc. 














JAPS AIMING 
FOR WORLD 
PIC MART 


Tokyo, March 15. 

Although details haven’t been 
worked out, Scochiku has definitely 
made up its mind to produce Jap- 
anese subjects for the foreign mar- 
ket. Hopes to establish relations 
with studios in America, England, 
France and Germany, with the idea 
of borrowing talent and directors 
when needed. 

Ministry of Home Affairs is giving 
encouragement to all Jap producers 
in their plans to export product. 
Feeling is that Jap scenery, plus 
historical themes peculiar to the 
country, will make acceptable film 
fare abroad. 


CAIRO MODERNIZING 
AMUSEMENT STATUTES 


Cairo, March 11. 

New law on public establishments 
regulating closing and opening, ad- 
mission of kids, etc. is now being 
drafted by the Ministry of the In- 
terior here. 

Present statutes on public estab- 
lishments are 33 years old, though 
modifications were made by the 
English authorities in 1913, 1926 and 
1935. 

New bill provides for prohibition 
of smoking in show-places. Between 
Oct. 15 and April 14, opening hours 
are fixed at six and closing hours at 
midnight. Villages will have their 
own laws. 

Now women are to be allowed in 
public establishments, and no alcohol 
may be sold to persons under 18. 
Police are empowered to close any 
place any time they think it’s getting 
too naughty. 














° ? 
Reisman’s Anzac 0.0. 
Sydney, March 30. 

Phil Reisman, head of RKO export, 
is here looking things over and hav- 
ing a number of quiet confabs with 
Stuart Doyle, head of Greater Union. 

It was reported a week or so ago 
that Reisman’s company might be 
associated in some way with Doyle 
when he splits away from G-T and 
goes back on his own. Doyle and 
Reisman both said it was just a prod- 
uct deal. In either case, now that 
the split seems to be off, on orders 
from the bankers, there is some 
doubt of what happens. 

Ralph Doyle, Stuart's brother, is 
head of RKO locally, which may or 
may not have something to do with 
it all, 





Rep’s Foreign Scout 


Morris Goodman, in ¢gharge of Re- 


public’s foreign department, sails | 
next Wednesday (7) to check on 
sales and visit European agencies 


through which Repub distributes. 
He will be gone about two and a 
half months. London is his first stop. 


| 
| in April. | 


Decision on ‘Dr. Knock’ 


N. Y. Ban Due This W’k 


Censorial nix against French pic- 
ture ‘Dr. Knock’ was argued before 
State Educational Commissioner 
Graves in Albany, N. Y., Monday 
(29) by A. T. Kaplan, attorney for 
Jean Lenauer, distributor. Kaplan is 








also operator of arty Cinema de 


and when it gets by. 
Decision will be 
later this week. 


handed down 





HOUSES IN . 
LONDON | 


London, March 21. 


Paris, N. ¥., where film is booked if | 


FLOOD OF ’REEL: 





Questionnaire 


Paris, March 21. 

In an attempt to find out the 
likes and dislikes of the audi- 
ences at the Comedie-Francaise, 
director Edouard Bourdet has 
decided to ask each spectator at 
every performance to fill out a 
questionnaire. 

Dealing with all phases of di- 
recting the theatre, paper asks 
customers for a choice in drama 
and to name the three plays 
that have been seen at the 
Comedie and are best liked. 
Other things that Bourdet wants 
to know about are the preferred 





London’s first Trans-Lux theatre is | 


to be built in Shaftesbury Avenue, | 


theatre lane running down to Picca- 
dilly Circus. Norman J. Hulbert, 
chief of Capital and Provincial News | 
Theatres, has had his plans okayed 
by the authorities, and will build on 
a site adjacent to G.-B.’s Movietone 
News Theatre, pioneer newsreel 
house in England. 

Hulbert already has _ two-Trans- 
Lux houses building on this side, at 
Southampton and Coventry, the first 
scheduled to open in early weeks. 

Scheme for Hulbert’s West End 
spot revives a heated question of 
whether London’s uptown area is 
over-saturated with such theatres. 
Including the new house, Shaftes- 
bury Avenue will have four, all in a 
distance of 150 yards, plus a fifth 
around the corner in Charing Cross 
Road; Leicester Square has two, with 
a third building; the Strand has 
three; Monseigneur, in Piccadilly, 
and Studio Two, at Oxford Circus, 
complete the tally. A 14th, at Lans- 
downe House in Mayfair, found the 
pace too hot after a few months, and 
switched to reissues of click features. 

Questionable value of new ven- 
tures in the narrow West End boun- 
daries is emphasized by reports from 
recently opened news theatres of dis- 
astrous business, rumor stating that 
one of these lavish bijou houses is 
not taking in sufficient at the b.o. to 
pay for its lighting. 

Amusing side-line on the existing 
saturation is that there are now as 
many newsreel spots in town as 
there are normal motion picture the- 
atres. If additional miniature kine- 
mas at Victoria (two), Waterloo Sia- 
tion, and Tottenham Court Road, are 
thrown into the balance, the scales 
weigh definitely in favor of them. . 





HICKS’ RUNAROUND 


Folding 





Up Spanish Market—All 
Over the Map 





Paris, March 30. 


John W. Hicks, Jr., head of Para- 
mount’s foreign department, has de- 
cided to close up Spain for the time 
being. M. J. Messeri, Par’s Spanish 
rep for the past few years, head- 
quartering in Lisbon for the mo- 
ment, is out, but will not be re- 
placed until things quiet down in the 
war-ridden sector. 

Meantime Hicks is rushing through 
Europe. Arrived here last week, he 
cleared up the Spanish thing, looked 
over some local situations and 
hopped to Budapest. He leaves 
there tonight (Tuesday) and will 
spend tomorrow in Bucharest, his 
first visit to that capital. He will 
probably go to Italy from there, then 
to Berlin and over to England last, 
before returning to the U. S. 


NEW TOKYO STUDIO 
Tokyo, March 9. 
Tokyo Talking Picture Corp. is 
constructing a modern. studio in 
Setagaya. 
Expected to be completed early | 
Shinko Cinema Production Corp., 
a Shochiku subsid., is laying out | 
considerable coin on studio improve- | 
ments. 
New Tokyo Ist Run | 
Tokyo, March 15. 
New 700-seater called the Meiii 
kan, next to the Shinjuku Shochiku- | 
kan, is due to open in the Shinjuku 
district in May. 
No policy set but expected to be 








first-run Jap pix. 


curtain time and the number of 
intermissions desired. 

Last question proffered is a 
toughie. It asks why the cus- 
tomer has come to the theatre, 
putting in as a possible reason 
that it might be only because 
he owns a season ticket. 


ALL MAXWELL 
COS. MERGED 
INTO ONE 


London, March 21. 

John Maxwell will consolidate the 
various companies in the Associated 
British Picture Corp. group by the 
simple device of scrapping the titles 
of subsidiary units and ranking them 
as departments of the main organiza- 
tion. 

British International (production 
unit), Wardour Films (distributidn) 
and B.LP. Export are among the 
concerns which will lose their sepa- 
rate identities, with the Associated 
British theatre circuit already virtu- 
ally so affected. 


Similar absorption of Pathe Pic- 
tures (secondary distributor) and 
Pathe Equipments is not anticipated 
for the time being. 

Decision is understood as being 
purely for convenience, with no 
deep-lying motive. 


‘LOST HORIZON’ INTO 
THE TIVOLI, LONDON 


London, March 30. 

Joe Friedman, head of Columbia 
here, frantically searching for a 
West End theatre to house ‘Lost 
Horizon’ on a two-a-day basis, has 
finally made a deal with Gaumont- 
British for the Tivoli. Opens April 
19. 

Theatre will change policy for the 
showing. It has operated on a con- 
tinuous basis for a number of years, 
although it was once a two-a-day 
house for M-G. 


Understood the arrangements call 
for a 50% cut, instead of the usual 
33%, with an exploitation clause 
ealling for not less than $15,000 
expenditure. 


‘SAN FRANCISCO’ BIG, 
BUT BERLIN BIZ $0-SO 


Berlin, March 15. 


Film biz here is only average. 
Big first-run houses are complaining 
































| about the lack of sure-fire pix, which 


necessitates their filling in the gaps 
with third-rate stuff. It seems im- 
possible to supply the demand for 
class films needed by Berlin’s nine 
first-run houses. 

Tobis houses, Tauentzien and Al- 
hambra, are in the money with 
‘Truxa,’ which is not only the biggest 
success among German pix for the 


| month, but probably for the season. 


‘The Quintuplets’ 
rium, in spite of 


(20th) at the At- 
big publicity, 


| failed to make the grade. 


‘San Francisco’ (MG) has proved 
a gold-mine for the Capitol, where 
it now is in its third month. 





| author. 


Financiers Clamp Down on Plans ' 
To Split Up G-T, Aussie Monopoly; 
Munro to U. S. for 20th Confabs 





Sydney, March 30. 

Sudden heavy pressure from finan- 
cial sources in New York, London, 
and locally, seems to have stopped 
the proposed split-up of General 
Theatres. Combine, which consists 
of Hoyts and Greater Union, was all 
set to blow up at the end of this 
year, with the two firms to reassume 
their individual identities as of Jan, 
1, 1938. 

Bankers don’t seem to like the 
idea. Combine came about six years 
ago in order to save the two com- 
panies, then floundering. Now that 
they have straightened out and are 
doing well, they both prefer to go 
their own way. Stuart F. Doyle, 
head of Union, is especially anxious 
to go on his own and recently re- 
turned here from a trip to London 
and New York, where he set up the 
base of a financial reorganization 
which would leave him free. This 
reorg he has since consolidated 1lo- 
cally, half of the coin involved to 
come from local bankrolls. 

Understanding is that the new 
pressure brought in by bankers is 
largely due to 20th Century-Fox 
sources in New York. They are 
pressing, it is understood, for a 20- 
vear term continuance of the mo- 
nopoly, irrespective of the desires 
of the individuals involved here, and 
seem to have carried the _ point, 
Twentieth is important because it 
holds a heavy investment in Hoyts. 

With the new _ switch, Charles 
Munro, g.m. of Hoyts, sails for 
America this week to talk things 
over with Sid Kent and Walter 
Hutchinson, Both of them had pre- 
viously been expected down here 
this winter (meaning summer from 
a U. S. standpoint) and may come 
back with Munro. 

Just where this will leave Doyle 
is hard to figure. His troubles in 
the past couple of years have come 
mostly from the fact that he can’t 
see eye to ey? with Munro on a lot 
of things. Under the setup, he re- 
mains head o7 his own chain, and 
Munro heads up Hoyts, with both 
sharing the managing director title 
on the merged company, General 
Theatres. But both, naturally, pay 
more attention to their own interests 
and both have separate outside in- 
terests. Thus Doyle, for instance, 
owns, on his own, a film producing 
company, Cinesound, and Munro 
hasn't given Cinesound all the 
breaks he might, Doyle feels. And 
vice versa on Munro’s holdings. 

From the standpoint of American 
majors it would be better to have 
two companies to deal with. On the 
combine basis, naturally, prices for 
rental have been knocked down. 
Twentieth and Metro are the only 
ones who are not immediately af- 
fected, former because of its Hoyts 
holdings and latter because of its 
independent status and theatre hold- 
ings locally. 


FINANCING OF FRENCH 
NATIONAL PIC STARTS 


Paris, March 21. 


Big push to get the necessary 
money and get work started on the 
film for which the French Govern- 
ment is acting as godfather has been 
launched. 

At a meeting held this week the 
left parties, the French Federation 
of Labor and the artistic world sent 
their representatives to explain what 
it was all about to about 1,000 listen- 
ers and at the same time launch the 
sale of the 1.500,000 10c shares which 
will be used to finance the venture. 

Jean Renoir, who will direct the 
film, explained what it will and will 
not be. Insisting on the importance 
of the venture, he said: 

‘It is necessary to prove in making 
this film that the working classes are 
the natural inheritors of production 
organizations now in insolvency.’ 

Leo Lagrange, undersecretary of 
state, asked that the organizations 
of the Front Populaire give the as- 
surance that the film shall be the 
work of the people of France. Other 
speakers who expounded its merits 
and needs for success included Mar- 
ceau Pivert. Pierre Renoir, Germaine 
Dulac, Jean Paul Dreyfus, who 
heads the committee of coordination 
for the film, and Henri 








Jeanson, 
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Yes, gentlemen, it’s Walter Winchell, 
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AR RAEN 


| himself, giving you the lowdown on : 
| | 20th’s latest great musical, “WAKE | 
| UP AND LIVE,” with a flock of top 
| names. Hold the wire till next week! 
4 
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WAIKIKI WEDDING 


(MUSICAL) 

release of Arthur Hornblow 
Features Bing Crosby, Bob 
Shirley Ross. Direct- 
ed by Frank Tuttle. Screen play by Frank 
Butler, Von Hartman, Walter DeLeon, 
Francis Martin, from story by Butler and 
Hartman; songs by Leo Robin and Ralph 


Paramount 
roduct jon, 
Burns, Martha Raye, 


Rainger, and Harry Owens; editor, Paul 
Weatherwax; camera, Karl Struss. At 
Paramount, N. Y., week March 24, ‘37. 


Running time, 88 mins, 

Tony MArvin. ..cccececccecveceebing Crosby 
Shad Buggle.... .Bob Burns 
Myrtle French. .+seeeeeeeeees» Martha Raye 
Georgia Smith. ..cccccccsececs- Snirley Ross 


J. P. Todhunter..++eseeess- George Barbier 
Victor Pe haope ee sescccecees. Leif Erikson 
Everett Hodhunter.+sseeeees,.Grady Sutton 
Uncle Herman....-. sececes Granville Bates 
Kim0...-sereeee soceseeseesAnthony Quinn 
Kiaka...eee++s ceseeeeccceess.Maurice Lieu 
Koalani...seeeeees seccccces cmuitchell Lewis 
Mahini.....-++++5 eecess nacquel Echeverria 
Buki....ccesceseseees seeeesseses. Lotus Liu 
Priest...seeerercereees eeeePrince Lei Lami 





picture, pure and sim- 
ple, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ should have 
no difficulty getting by anywhere. 
It’s saccharine celluloid, sugar coat- 
ed by Bing Crosby’s and Shirley 
Ross’ crooning in a surefire palmetto 
setting. The prime possible b. o. de- 
terrent with this pic is that it comes 
so soon after the release of Crosby's 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ for Columbia, 
but this damper should’ not be 
drastic. 

' While none of the songs here will 
hit the top performance brackets, 
they fit the picture’s theme and the 


A romantic 


voices of Crosby, Shirley Ross and | 





| 
| 


| priest. 
|comedy in 


} 


Martha Raye. They should get at least | 


a minor play on the air, 
the Hawaiian strain and all present- 
ed in Hollywood's best romantic style. 
With the exception of a couple of 
mass native hula dances and one 
striking thigh-grinding sequence ‘by 
a mixed team on gigantic tom-toms, 
film holds no important dance pro- 
duction. Singing, therefore, is the 
mainsty, strictly between Crosby 
and Miss Ross, singly and in duet, 
with Miss Raye socking only one of 
the five tunes, ‘Okolehao.’ 

Story is along the old mistaken 
identity lines, and would not have 


stood up without that Hawaiian 
color. It could have been trimmed 
considerably. Comedy isn’t strong, 


but here again something is saved, 
this time through Miss Raye’s mug- 
ging plus some elementary hokum 
and Bob Burns’ aptitude for adding 
humor to weak gags strictly on his 
delivery. Leif Erickson, in pursuit 
of Miss Ross. also is in for comedy, 
but only slightly. 

This is Miss Ross’ most important 
screen break to date, and she makes 
an excellent love interest. She looks 
well and sings okay, solo and with 
Crosby. Latter also makes the best 
of his songs, a couple of them 
spotted in night sailboat scenes that 
are very well photographed and 
directed. 

Tunes all rate about par in com- 
mercial value. Besides ‘Okolehao,’ 
which is something of a comedy tune 
in native strain, ‘In a Little Hula 
Heaven,’ ‘Blue Hawaii,’ ‘Sweet Is 
the Word for You’ and ‘Sweet Lei- 
Jani,’ latter a lullaby, listen pleas- 
antly if uneventfully. 

' As for the rest of the cast, only 
George Barbier, delivering as well 
as usual in a pompous businessman 
role, and Grady, Sutton, as his son, 
have anything important to ao. 

cho, 


SEVENTH HEAVEN 


20th Century-Fox 





release of Raymond 
Griffith production. Stars Simone Simon, 
James Stewart; features Jean Hersholt, 
Gregory Ratoff, Gale Sondergaard, J. Ed- 
ward Bromberg, John Qualen, Victor Kil- 
lan, Directed by Henry King. From stage 
Play of same title by Austin Strong; film 
adaptation, Melville Baker; camera, Mer- 
rith Gerstad, At Radio City Music Hall, 
N. Y.. week March 25, '37. Running time, 
100 mins. 


Diane, 







ta DENEES « 44.0056 +eeeseees- Simone Simon 
ee Renae seeeessdames Stewart 
Father Chevillon......ceseees-Jean Hersholt 
NN i 5h655 §485 46s eoevceees- Gregory .Ratoft 
Nana. SPE Serr err e ..Gale Sondergaard 
Aristide....., seeeesess JS. Edward Bromberg 
Sewer Ee ee seosees--JOhn Qualen 
BI Sine 0nnsba con» ‘ae «Victor. Kilian 
Dyrand........ Dias 6 secceeees- Sig Rumann 

WUBAC . cece eis cces eveceses++ethomas Beck 
| a pe sseeceeesMady Christians 
Mateot... 1 Or ae sceedeséosecmOno Lioyd 
Mme, Frisson....._. sess. Rafaela Ottiano 


oreeant Gendarme......Georges Renavent 

Pane: Elward Keane, John Hamilton, 

oreasi, 

Young Soldiers: 
Officer 

Nurse 


Will Stanton, Irving Bacon 
....- Leonid Snegoff 
Tt eer ore Adrienne D’ Ambriceurt 





taenderness of this Austin Strong 
able has been retained in a fine film 
Production, but it is James Stewart's 


Performance which will likely ac- 
count for 


All are in| 


the film’s pulling power. | 


‘Seventh Heaven’ is a romance that | 
Can stand another telling. The play’s | 


qoiritual, as well as emotional, pabu- 
um has been kept in the foreground, 


with the result that the older ele- | 


ment will join in making it a bracer 
for the box office. Picture is a re- 
oa. dating back to ’27 as a film and 
1922 as a Broadway legit entry. 
Whether it will do as much for 
Simone Simon is a moot point. Hers 
iS a mixed, and at times disturbing, 
Performance. Frequent impression 
is that she’s uncertain of the char- 
acter. She is a pretty Diane, and not 
so much the beaten, bewildered, 
fringing slavey. The girl’s early 
Plight in this case fails to arouse but 





Major credit for this is due Stewart's 
firm grasp of his role and to Henry 
King’s direction. A sequence that 
can’t help but ply the heartstrings 
is the one in which Diane, told she 
is about to become Chico’s bride, 
timidly asks him to make love to 
her. It is invariably Stewart who 
gives the emotional cue and Mlle. 
Simon who follows. 

Even though the action slows up 
badly in the final two reels, produc- 
tion’s pace as a whole is in keeping. 
Litfle of war is woven into the nar- 
rative, nor are the Armistice cele- 
bration scenes too obtrusive. Note- 
worthy throughout is the mounting 
given the film. 

Marked about the supporting cast 
is a conglomeration of dialects, but 
this doesn’t get in the way of a fine 
performance. From Jean Hersholt 
comes a wealth of understanding and 
patience. His is the part of the slum 
Gregory Ratoff gets 
the portrait of the 
driver, while John Qualen, as the 
contented sewer rat, eases in a num- 
ber of good humored moments on 
his own. J. Edward Bromberg carves 
out an arresting figure as the hard- 
bitten astronomer, a neighbor and 
friend of the lowly but philosophic- 
ally-inclined Chico. Gale Sonder- 
gaard, as Diane’s dominant sister, 
registers a full amount of cruelty. 

Photography of Merrith Gerstad 
and scoring of Al Silvers all helps. 

Odec. 


King and Chorus Girl 


(WITH SONGS) 


Warner Bros, release of Mervyn LeRoy 
protuction. Stars Fernand Gravet Feat- 
‘ures Joan Blondell, E. E. Horton Directed | 
by. Mervyn LeRoy. Original sereenplay, | 
Norman Krasna and Groucho Marx; songs, 
Werner R. Heymann and ‘Ted Koehler; 
camera, Tony Gaudio; editor, Thomas 
Richards; dances, Bobby Connolly: musical 
director, Leo F. Forbstein At Strand, 
N. Y., week March 26, "37. Running time, 
5 mins, 

DUCE. ca cascndcnrss viovsdeds Fernand Gravet | 
PEUNETAN S 6 60'6.0-6.64 050 6 054 02) N40 Joan Blondell 
Count Humbert......4...006-- KE. E. Horton 
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PEO La és 6-404) 4662084665080 Jane Wyman 
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Folies Bergere Entertainers..Shaw and Lee 
NEES 65S S 66 0 0406 4456-009 00668 Kenny Baker 
Gaston. cccccccscsescossscceces Luis Alberni 
MPBCOD. 64 600 00s sso ced bcos actins Ken Welden | 
Professor Kornish.....cccccceses Lionel Pape 
POOUMAN .cocccessccccccceees Leonard Mudie 
Conclerme. ccccssscccessscesed Adrian Roseley | 
Chauffeur, ccccsscseces KF. Schumann-Heiok | 
Eric... ccaccecesscssecessesess Torben Meyer 
CHAMBER: ao 60064460060 0005005 ete GTRVOR 
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Manager....eess rrrrerereery Armand Kaliz 
Bolero Dancer....... Seecevee Velma Wayne 


Fernand Gravet, Mervyn LeRoy’s 
new. Franco-Belgian import, makes 
an auspicious American debut in pic- 
tures. A worthwhile new face for 
the U. S. market and, plus the Holly- 
wood production fortification, a 
cinch for favor, particularly when 
cast in such elastic backgrounds as 
‘The King and the Chorus Girl.’ Film 


is a romantic comedy, silly but fun- 


swell for 
It de- 


ny, inconsequential but 
Gravet and Joan Blondell. 
serves and will get money. 

This marks LeRoy’s debut as a 
producer-director (retaining his WB 
release channel), and the combina- 
tion’ assumes significance for the 
trade beeause LeRoy knows what 
it’s all about. He has given his ini- 
tial entry under his own banner an 
arresting investizure. That, coupled 
with a fortuitous news circumstance, 
spells important box office for all 
concerned: The circumstance is the 
obvious linking of the film’s title 
with this century’s No. 1 romance. 
For, despite all Haysian edicts, it’s 
inevitable that the parallelism be- 
tween the w.k. abdication and this 
musical comedy plot must present 
itself. 
sons, it may not be politic to em- 
phasize this in the ballyhoo. it’s just 
sométhing beyond control. Not over- 
looking the fact that there’s also a 
certain physical resemblance as re- 
gards Gravet. 

Towards the end the story goes to 
pieces, and yet that, too, is in its 
favor. Becoming broad farce, yarn 
drops all pretense to reality and fin- 
ishes with one of the best tags any 
film has ever had. This Niagara Falls 
finish is good enough to warrant the- 
atres asking newspaper critics not to 
tip it off in their reviews, to protect 
it as much as possible. 





Gravet is wholly engaging as the 
bored ex-monarch. and Joan Blon- 
dell is capital as the American cho- 
rine in the ‘Folies Bergere.’ Entire 
background is Paris. Strong sup- 
port further enhances. Edward Ev- 
erett Horton is at his droll best as 
the king’s buffer. Mary Nash is a 
sympathetic royal co-conspirator to 
prod the ex-ruler out of his chronic 
ennui. Alan Mowbray as the pseu- 
do-Brooklyn M. D.: Jane Wyman, a 





much | 
taxi | 


While, for obvious trade rea- | 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). Ro- 


mantic Bing Crosby-Shirley 
Ross musical in an Hawaiian 
setting; shouldn’t have any 


trouble getting by. 

‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th Cen- 
tury). Remake and effective 
version of the Austin Strong 


play. James Stewart's firm 
performance the strong point. 


Should do all right. 

‘The King And the Chorus 
Girl? (WB). Farce comedy with 
songs. Introduces Fernand Gra- 
vet plus Joan Blondell and E. E. 
Horton. Sure word-of-mouth, 
and a shoo-in for dough. 

‘History Is Made At Night’ 
(UA). A weird and unbelievable 
melodrama. Charles Boyer and 
Jean Arthur names its strength. 

‘Silent Barriers’ (GB). Build- 
ing of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
road. Fine scenically; weak on 
story. Stars Richard Arlen. 
Totals as fair western. 

‘Top of the Town’ (U). 
but mediocre musical 
names, Weight of 
and production may 
fair money. Needs 
ing. 

‘Scotland Yard Commands’ 
(GN). Unimportant synthetic 
meller from English studios, 
with Clive Brook; lower dual 
brackets. 

‘Murder Goes te College’ 
(Par). Frothy sleuth program- 
mer, with Lynne Overman and 
Roscoe Karns. Strong doublet 
entry. 

‘Week End Millionaire’ (GB). 
One of the poorer British-made 
films. Comedy romance with 
little b.o. appeal for the U. S. 


Big, 
minus 
numbers 
count for 


circus bill- 


‘Park Avenue Logger’ (RKO). 

Not enough rough stuff for 

|| George O’Brien. Tepid outdoor 
romance; for duals. 

‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th). Ac- 

tionful and = suspenseful ‘B’ 


meller which can single it in 
secondary houses where com- 
petition isn’t too tough. 





strong enough to stand alone in 
quite able to hold its own. 

Major portion of the cast has been 
recruited from legit. Acting all 
through is of a high standard. Sur- 
prise is the femme lead, Shirley Ann 
| Richards. Taken from the amateur 
stage, girl turns in an excellent per- 
formance. It’s just as well that 
| Australia is 18 days’ sail from Hol- 
lywood, otherwise the talent scouts 
| would be on her neck, 
| Story tells of an Australian ranch- 
}er who inherits an English title. 
| Against his will he takes his family 





|to England, only to meet with a 
very cold reception from the Eng- 


lish nobility, or, as the rancher calls 
it, ‘snobility.’ Daughter falls in love 
| with an author, really the next-of- 
kin to the title copped by the ranch- 
|er. Major laughs come in the scenes 
| between the rancher and an Eng- 
lish lord. Every time the ranche1 
| tries anything he is told, ‘It Isn't 
Done.’ Nice scene shows a meeting 
lof the two by accident at the Ceno- 
| taph to place a wreath in memory 
|; Of a son killed in action, and they 
| become friends. ‘ 

Technical work is expert, and the 
sets by Eric Thompson excellent. 


Rick. 
. . 
History Is Made at Night 
United Artists release of Waller Wanger 
production Star Charl Rover and) Jean 
Arthur Feature Leo C rillo. Colin C1} 
Directed by Frank Borzage From original 
story by Gene Towne and Graham Bake 
At Rivoli, N. Y¥., week March 27, '37. Run 
} ning time, 97 mins, 
Paul Dumond.., cocccccses  harles Bover 
Big Tg | a a eccosses dean Arthur 
| Cesare se cecsestocccsesccces LOO Currillo 
| Bruce Vail.cece ° rTT tT Colin Clive 
cg) Sr eer rr Ivan Lebedeff 
| Norton e @eseseds eeeeer George Meekey 
| Detective Witness eee Lucian Prival 
Inspector Millard oes Georges Renavent 
| Maestro wREerey Teer se seve. GeOrgze Davies 
weeerre rer: © »-Adele St. Mauer 


| Ilotel Maid 
| 


| It’s hard to believe this one for a 
| minute. Despite an elaborate produc- 
| tion, excellent photography and those 
| two names topping the cast, ‘History 


| Is Made at Night’ looks in for a rough | 


passage. A mildly entertaining pic- 
| ture with good names. Latter will 
get it out, plus any ward of month 
| on the ship collision scenes. 

_ Predicated on the revenge of a 
| Jealous husband, who persists in per- 
secuting his divorced wife, the com- 
bined efforts of a couple of first rate 











Wayne featured in the bolero terp) 
and then reprised in 6/8 tempo. 


| includes a pert can-can sequence as 
part of the ‘FB’ revue. 


} 


| Gravet maintains the farcical pro- | 


| ceedings throughout with rare good 

humor, while Miss Blondell, 
| American Cinderella vis-a-vis. sup- 
plies a basic boy (king)-meets-girl 
| premise dear to the hearts of femme 
| film fans. Which indicates a strong 
| matinee draw. 


| As a matter of fact, picture may | 


| prove as important to Miss Blondell 
as Gravet, for she has never looked 
better, and her performance here in- 
cludes a restraint and softness pre- 
viously lacking. Her sense of com- 


edy and tempo has never been 
doubted. . .. 
Feature has. some slow spots, but 


minor, while there are some excel- 
lent gags, including one line from 
Horton which the boys have slipped 
past the censors through sheer 
speed. Also, there has been no chis- 
eling on production, The main in- 
teriors are striking. And if anyone 
is interested, that’s Connie Bennett's 
car in which Gravet rolls around. 
A tasty crate, Mae West also having 
used it in her last flick. One more 
picture for the car should see Connie 
off the nut. Abel. 





eee 


IT ISN’T DONE 


(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
Sydney, March 10. 





new face and possibility. as a French | 
| chorister: Kenny Baker in a tenoring 
| chore, and Luis Alberni in his stand- 


ard dialectic explosiveness. more 
than make thin’s interesting 
throughout. Then there are Shaw 


land Lee as S&L doing Joemillers in 


. ‘Folies Bergeres’ another 
bright incidental. ; ; 
A cinch song hit in ‘For You 


seauence, 


The 


l onlv other tune is cantioned ‘On the 


| smithing 
; mann 


.2 meager amount of pity. What | 
sakes it still tougher for Mlle. | 
mon (who is following Helen 


enken (stage) and Janet Gaynor in 

© role) are the squeaks she emits 
a part of her more emotional 
quences. 

There are several scenes brilliantly 
Mixed for poignancy and humor. 


Se. 


| stage backvroundin?’. 


| vodels it. 


Paix.” both bv the 
team of Werner R. Hey- 
and Ted Koehler ‘For You’ 
is given a ride by the production 
auspices. including an effective mir- 
ror flirtation sequence which Bobby 
Connolly has borrowed from. his 
Tune is basic- 
Raker first 
interesting 
thereafter 


Rue de la tone- 


waltz. as Kenny 
but is ceiven 
embellishment 


allv a 


orchestral 


| a natural. 


British Empire Films release of Cine- 
sound production, Stars Cecil Kellaway; 
features Shirley Ann Richards, Frank Itar- 
vey, John Longden, Harvey Adams. Di 
rected by Ken G,. Hall. Screen play, Frank 
Harvey; from story by Cecil Kellaway; 
camera, George Heath. At Embassy, Syvd- 
ney, March 5, ‘37. Running time, 90 mins, 
Hubert Blaydon...... ....-Ceeil Kellaway 
Patricia Blaydon  Shirle Ann Richards 
Lord Denvee ..... Frank Harvey 
Peter Ashton John Longden 
SEE pcccccecckecgupeetans Harvey Adatis 
Ronald Dudley ......66... Carmpbell Copetin 
Veronica Blaydon . eeee - S¥lvia Kellaway 
Mrs. bBlavdon ...... Nellie Ferguson 
Harry Blaydon ...cccecccee lDyotelae Channel 
aan rere rer rrr rss ‘ rank Dunn 
Mr. Potter TrLreererrerTe Leslie Vietor 
Lord Addersley ..... Harold Meade 
Mrs. Dudley ...... Rita Pauneefort 
Mra. ASHton cecccces Hildra Dorrington 
Lady Denvee. , a Robbie Hunt 
PerrORl cvccetssse see lion Whelan 


In the press sheet Stuart F. Doyle 


announces that this pic has been 
made for the world market. This 
time Doyle may be right. Pic car- 
ries no marquee names for abroad 


but, despite this, the entertainment 
value is solid. And the names are 
okay for Australia and New Zealand 

Film breaks away from the ‘horse 


opera’ group and portrays a simple 
yet in parts, highly touching story. 
It is a comedy not the slapstick 
type of earlier efforts, but gentile 
fun. Ken Hall’s direction very 
smooth and the picture moves along 
at a nice tempo. 

Over here ‘Done’ should experi- 
ence no difficulty in clicking up a 


good b.o. take. For England it is also 
and American audiences 


as a bolero interlude (with Velma ! would find pleasure in it, tov, if the 


Other than that, Connolly’s staging | 


as his | 


| Stars, Charles Boyer and Jean Ar- 
| thur, and one of the top flight direc- 
| tors, Frank Borzage, are incapable 
| of lifting a synthetic idea into an 
intgyesting melodramas. Plot situa- 
tions are generally unlikely and un- 
convincing. There is a definite drag 
~ aie especially in the second 
| half. 

_ Such merit as the picture possesses 
| is found in a series of well executed 
episodes aboard a trans-Atlantic liner 
steaming at full speed into a field of 
icebergs. The illusion of the collision 
| is excellently accomplished. As an 
incident apart from the rest of the 


| 


memorable scene. Because it 
of the story itself it prompts very 
little emotional response. 

Gene Towne and Graham Baker 
have put together this original with- 
out the care and analysis that have 
gone into some of their previous 
stories. 

It starts with steamship owner 
Colin Clive venting his spite against 
his wife (Miss Arthur), who has 
lately won a nisi decree, by framing 
her in a Paris hotel. The family 
chauffeur is planted in the bedroom. 
A moment before the husband and 
his lawyer break open the door. 


entered the apartment from a bal- 
cony and saves Miss Arthur from the 
attack. One well directed punch and 
the chauffeur is knocked senseless 
Then, to give the impression that 
robbery was his motive for entering 
the rooms, Bover takes some jewels 
and kidnaps Miss Arthur. The hus- 
band, suspicious of the relationship 
between his wife and the robber, 
picks up a poker and kills the 
chauffeur. Thus Boyer stands doubly 
accused of robbery and murder. Al- 
though he is the headwaiter in a 
; fashionable Paris restaurant, and 
| something of a man about the boule- 
| vards, Boyer never suspects he is 
| being sought by the police. ° 
| Meanwhile, the wife has fallen in 
| love with her kidnapper. Alarmed 
| for his safety, she departs for New 
| York with her husband whom she 
soon leaves to earn her own living 
Boyer and his pal. Leo Carrillo, fol- 
low on the next boat. In due course 
Bover and Miss Arthur meet again 
When he learns from her that an 
innocent man has been arrested for 
the robbery and murder. he decides 
to return to Paris immediately. It ji 
when they are passengers aboard the 





new liner owned by Clive that the 
latter. still intent on revenge. order 
the shin’s captain by telephone to 


disregard the warning signals of ice- 
bergs and speed his vessel to a rec- 
ord crossing. Enveloped in fog. the 
hip strikes. A mad rush for the life- 
boats, but the bulkheads hold the 
liner afloat. All are saved. Not so 
the husband, however. Believing that 
the ship has sunk, he writes his con- 
fession of the murder and is a sui- 
cide 

There are some amusing snots in 


, the picture supplied by Leo Carrillo | 
who introduces French kitchen dis- | what she 


cipline in an American restaurant 


Flin. 


market is opened to it. Film is not | 


America, but on a dual it would be | 


| Boyer, a stranger to the others, has | 





erent 


THE KING’S PEOPLE 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 13. 


Warner release of a British epie by John 
Drinkwater, Enacted by Viscountess Astor, 





M.l’., Rt. Hon, Sir Austen Chamberlsin, 
Cieorge Bernard Shaw, John Drinkwuater, 
Violet Loraine, Mary Clare, Daisy Kene- 
nedy, Freda Bruce Lockhart Joyce Red- 
man, Penny Drinkwater, Frank Forsythe, 
W. Gwyn Jeffreys, Dorothy Stoneham. Di- 
rected by John S. Stumar. Camera, Irving 
Hiller. At Phoenix, London, March 12, °37, 
Running time, 64 mins, 





Distributing organizations here are 
hastening to show special Coronation 
pictures. This one is a resume of 
the last five reigns, with a con- 
siderable portion of it necessarily 
made up of old newsreels. It looks, 
however, more like a buildup for 
John Drinkwater, in whose home 
most of the current shots were taken, 
|!Drinkwater died in London sub- 
sequent to this review being mailed 


t M S3 

Starts off with an announcement 
by Drinkwater, retaining his broad 
Stetson upon his head, in which he 


tells the purpose of the presentation. 
Former coronations are shown, the 
Delhi Durbar (imperial crowning in 
India), the birth and growth of the 
sulffragette movement in England, the 


late Czar, the Kaiser, the assassina- 
tion at Sarajevo, war scenes with 
Pershing, Foch, Poincare, Lloyd 


George and President Wilson. 

Big star is G. Bernard Shaw who, 
in a duolog with Drinkwater, pre- 
fers the phrase ‘Commonwealth of 
Nations,’ not ‘the British Empire.’ 
Bewhiskered Irishman, reminiscing, 
| tells Drinkwater he can remember 
when Parliament did nothing but 


talk about Ireland for 40 years, add- 
ing that Ireland has gained its free- 
dom but lost its publicity thereby. 
G.B.S. wrote this scene himself. 

‘Why don’t you go back to 
land?’, asks Drinkwater, and Shaw 
| replies, ‘Man alive, they don’t care 
anything about me in Ireland. They 
are not even allowed to read my 
books.’ 

He goes 


Ire- 


on to say that, when 
women got their votes, only one 
woman was élected to Parliament 
;} out of a possible 614. When asked 
| by Drinkwater how this happened, 
| he counters with ‘They couldn't keep 
Lady Astor out.’ 

Lady Astor, in conversation with 
Drinkwater later, says that suf- 
fragettes were practical Socialists 
and that women arranged orderly 
progress for legislation. 

Newsreel cut-ins include pictures 
of Ramsay MacDonald, Stanley Bald- 
win, Sir Austen and Neville Cham- 
berlain, Lord Snowden, J. H. Thomas, 
| Mussolini, Hitler, Stalin, De Valera, 
|} Chandi and Kipling. Then comes the 
| Silver Jubilee of the late George V, 
| his funeral and photographs of Ed- 
ward VIII, including his abdication 
announcement. It finishes with cure 
rent pictures of the present king. 

Throughout the history of the last 
| five reigns, starting with Queen Vic- 
| toria, no.mention is made of Disraeli, 
| Asked by Variety why this was 


picture, it is an outstanding and | omitted, the reply came that there 
has | 35 
nothing much to do with the climax | Statesman, 


no photographic record y 
TOP OF THE TOWN 


(MUSICAL) 


Universal release of Tou Brock 


produce 


ion, Features Doris Nolan, George Mure 
phy, Tlugh Herbert, Gregory Ratoff, Mischa 
Auer, Henry Armetta, Gertrude Niesen, 
Mila Logan, Three Sailors, Directed by 
Ralph Murphy, Original story by Lou 
Brock; screen play, Brown Holmes and 
|} (Charles Grayson; songs, Jimmy McHugh 
jand Harold Adamson; camera, Joe Valene 
tine, At Roxy, N. Y., week March 26, ‘37, 


Running time, 
Ted Lane... 


S86 mins, 


George Murphy 


FIUDErt.. cccovccesdceeseseces Hugh Herbert 
|. Je BONG, ccctoceccccecers Gregory HKatoflf 
Dorine veryere, Ella Logan 
) Gilda Norman. ..cceessees Gertrude Niesen 
|} The Three Sailors 

Miestro Bacclagalluppl.....Henry Armetta 
Hamlet steeerecsstoccesess Mischa Auer 
Mana Borden: scscecctesece Doris Nolan 
Henry Borden TYE ET Samuel S, Hinds 
William Borden. seeess Claude Gillingwater 
i} Kadwin Borden...ccceces: Richard Carle 
{Augustus Borden, ..cccsesees Ernest Cossart 
PRcgrer. . cee Cceececcesecoeces -.Ray Mayer 
Hewmdan....csccccccccccesce. SU¥ee Compton 
Pegey Ryan.cccccccesessessess Pegey Ryan 


— 


A series of blackouts, bits, songs, 
little or no story, and a wild swing 
| finish that’s more noise than any- 
thing else, wraps ‘Top of the Town’ 
up in a bundle of mediocrity. This 
is a corny picture, but, paradoxic- 
ally, its corniness is exactly what 
may save it for light money. One 
asset is that it runs under 90 min- 
utes, 

| Picture is, in a way, an attempt to 
answer those who want new faces. 
So there isn’t a punch name in the 
cast and the lineup actually com- 
prises one of the greatest conglom- 
erations of just fair talent any filmu- 


sical has offered. Nobody is really 
bad, but also obvious that nobody 
is very good, either. Personnel is 


tudded with some radio and vaude 


people and as a whole the film re- 
calls those old Shubert revues—a big 
production and little else. It may 


also remind many in the trade of an 
over-emphasized vaude unit 

Film is reported as among. the 
most costly musicals to come out of 
Hollywood in the past three vears, 
A big. cumbersome production whose 


material often handicaps its peo- 
ple, indifferent songs, and so light- 
weight a story that the feature lack 


destination, It neither goes nor gets 

anvwhere 

| Commercially the most imvortant 

| inclusion is Doris Nolan. Not on 
does here but on the 

| promise she holds for futu non 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Heaven” tops “Lloyds of London”, runs 
neck-and-neck with “On the Avenue,’ as 
Simone Simon and James Stewart over- 
whelm blase New York audiences with 
unforgettable emotional power! : 


etna oS a a ‘ ™ 





SIMONE SIMON 


an 


JAMES STEWART 


mm 


‘SEVENTH | 
HEAVEN 


GREGORY RATOFEF 


GALE SONDERGAARD + J. EDWARD 
BROMBERG +» JOHN QUALEN * VICTOR 
KILIAN » THOMAS BECK + SIG RUMANN 
MADY CHRISTIANS 


Directed by Henry King 


Associate Producer Raymond Griffith. 


Screen play by Melville Baker. Adapted from the stage 
play “Seventh Heaven” produced and directed by John 
Golden. Written by Austin Strong. 


Darryl F. Zanuack in Charge of Production 
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OF YOUR FUTURE 
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TOWN achievement. Yet this film is just | assages hone i 
7 , = passages and _ phoney romance, 
: TOP OF T another western, and in general Beethoven Concerto Neither is it clean-cut aetective yarn il Fu Mattia Pascal 
(Continued from page 17) ; ph pam bef fall into the classifi- (RUSSIAN MADE) nor society drama, (‘He Was Mattia Pascal’) 
musical pictures. Miss Nolan is a yy of melodramatic action films (OPERETTA) Chiet difficulty is that after the (ITALIAN-MADE) 
beautiful girl who can wear clothes ys popular where the more ow : director, scripters or producers in- Rome, March 16. 
and seems capable. This, of course, rag did audiences can stamp | ,,A™mkino release pt gigoskino production | troduced an idea, they failed to fol- | Colosseum Film release of ALA Film pros 
j secret to Universal, as the stu- eir feet and cheer its chases. lsky. Screen play by B. R. Pkhor: musi. |low through. Or when an effort was | duction. Directed by Pierre Chenal, Story, 
is no ; Without the benefit of tly | , . : Luigi Pirandello: adapted by Chenal. st 
dio has long since dedicated itself to eee t of an expertly {eal score, I. Dunayevsky; photography, | made to do this, it was left to wal- aac mge “> "Gnaute” teak tivalie 
\2 building up the young woman. It ate mage A Script, ‘Silent Barriers’ | x Gorelik and [.. Funshstein. At Cameo, | low in a sea of superfluous detail. ee ee ee eee 
ay well be that Miss Nolan will | Sanitie the points wherein its oppor- tin a ae aa March 25, "37, Running |" prot formula is that oldie about} Mattia Paseat -ceeeeesPlorre Blanchad 
mye the genuine harvest to be| ‘Unites reside for box-office pull |e: Uf min gun smuggling. It eventually de-| Roemitis, bis wife Nella Maria Bonora 
prove . : |and artistic acclaim. The buildi Professor Mulevich........ Viadimir Gardin | ® . 5 5: ne ‘ The Widow Pescatore....Irnua Grammatica 
‘ reaped from this picture. lof the railroad from AR ain o~ | EE EP RIONG prs anteeeek hee 4. Larikoy | Velops that political enemies are] Aunt Soolasticn Pina Gatlin 
<4 ¥ is i i : . . CAUCUGT 6 4' 8454000506 <6 sb 006 bs A. Melnikoy ¥ Ss ac > Ss om p , Sieno ’ralavort 
: eee ee eee | Veleouvet is Vitel chapter in | fecee 0° Re, eee ee eee ara ee Te can cn hicks Srnlnree 
attention ar ° Pe th ee | Canadian history. Although a civil- | Viadik............. cc ccc e eee: Vv. Vasilies | an i. in howe that A sate gS sang. | Olea Solbelli ....... Silvia Caporalf 
f wealthy fariily aes ' ‘> e Ne ~|ian undertaking its accomplish. | Orchestra Conductor. .... ssa. K. Eliasberg | Mace omg nt oe a | Count Papiano Enrico Glori 
beam Room, 100 yeh pede ew | ment, after a bitter struggle redounds so | ae at , oth wt be ar e. ~ =e | Saiea : ia pa 
York. Just back from Russia, the | to the credit of the entire Dominion. | yy Russian, with English Titles) |deenirable EMERDCe Pie tween OSB) She Sorte Saane “eee 
girl wants to stage therein a sym- | Its success was not alone material: | This : ) 2 a Ae ‘the 9 ’ . despicable lot, one of them employs ee . eee Flange. ge 
| bolic ballet as a floor show. Gaining | actually, these steel rails exemplified PP yd 7 — 4 rom x Le ninerat a machine gun ina drawing room to 
control of the room she gets her a national spirit which refused de- | 5! a sis cheer u proof at a | film | silence a former pal. That episode ite. Datla) 
wish, relegating George Murphy, his | feat and welded an empire. product emigrating from the Soviet | and a strangling scene are uncalled | This film was the last one Luigi 
hot band and troupe to witnesses. Upon these stirring facts, obvi- | TPUYP!I¢ Is not necessarily propa-| for and poor taste. Prandello worked on. Pierre Chenal 
The ballet puts the class audience to | ously excellent film material, Milton | £4nda stuff nor heavy-laden with | Clive Brook wrestles manfully with | giq the adaptation of the Pirandello 
sleep, Murphy suddenly turns his| Rosmer, the director, devotes little | #USSias sorrows. “Beethoven Con- | trite lines and absurd situations. But | .o) nee for the screen. but. Piran« 
crew loose, and the opening night is | time and less skill. He is more in- certo’ is a Say-spirited little story | even his best friends won't cheer dello himself came to the studio 
saved via what is really the opera vs. | trigued by picturizing the grandeur capitally produced and acted with | him for this effort. Nobody in the often durine the shooting ef the 
iazz idea, or Form 42. This supplies | of the snow topped Canadian Rock- | Considerable zest by an exceptional | supporting cast probably will be rec- fil : i it vn m e ie, amndbaien ted 
the hectic finale, to the tune of ‘Jam- | ies. Some of this scenic footage is | cast. It must take its place at once | ognized by American’ audiences, oy Menon ptr + mc pt rie one a ine 
. ao ss ; .| Superlative but it serves only, by | among the better importations. though some indicate stage experi- | ' y see ae ss 
poree,’ which runs too many minutes | * nina Dene ¥Y,. OY > eided departuce from the story as 
and sounds like New Year's Eve in| contrast, to accentuate the defi- Story has to do with a pair of | ence. Victoria Hopper makes a pleas- “os had originally written it. - 
Times Square. The melody of the | Clenciés of the fictional characters violin-playing youngsters who take | @™t enough eyeing Prove the dance hall Film is full of fine characters, all 
number is not there, and only sil- | ms the —) of the plot. |reluctant time off from_ their| itl tor whom Clive Brook, as a| .on acted. Story. a adapted for pix 
: . go 2 tory theme is that weak men be- | Chanavey nth yy, | secre t service agent, develops a yen | VCl acted. Story, as adapte ; 
-_ P . ing for > al- ; : Chapavev wal yames vit , | SECret se ice azent, aevelops a yen z on me ; ere : . . 
at te, ensk fiten OF ae Ree oo |come strong and brave in closing | pe poo to study ese Se Bs: |afler a society dame turns him down. | —y: . yore it ~ te f he spuds a 
: E icture. Staging of th . | reels. This theory, long a favorite Malevicl Yank: ; the ectra’s | she indicates some possibilities if | 2Y CONGMIONS OF Als lite, Ais NAasetng 
in the picture. taging of the num : a Sa ae, ae. Malevich. anka is the maestro’s mother-in-law his unimaginative 
gg ~~ 4 theatrical 1; ; among writers of westerns, is con- | poy and Vladik the s f a rail. |g:ven a break. { in-law, S é ati 
ber even goes beyon reatrical i- | clusively proved. Where Rosmer|..., < ee So Seen ee. Oe: PR ith the usual Enplish | Wife, Romilda, and his poverty, that 
; Dies hit eye : : ; : wav eng v2 Both bovs are am. Lven without e usua english | 
cense when the white tie audience | f,)). , ; s effor -a | Way enginecr. oth boys are prac- . | he decides to go away and make 
| falls down is in his effort to make | ;; |, | production mannerisms that are apt | . ae 2 ry 
unanimously starts to prance and : ap baer as . : e . | ticing to enter a musical contest in | ! pe oan es -¥ ay ‘ »w start. His ther’s death gives 
, oe ss A taper : |; an impressive film from an_ unin- M . r i it is Vi: ‘ ..|to bore U. S. fans. this shapes up as a new start, is motnel aqaeivtn gives 
winds up doing chorus formations. spired script. The responsibilities aeaggeche ts it is adik who shows | al disempelatenant from | him an added impetus to go away. 
bumps, shim-sham, truckin’, and |} are largely his own for he is vo iy aes promise. During play ateriind Wear, | On the train he picks up a strange 
what not. credited as collaborating on both | X4?Xa hurts his hand and the pro- | character who persuades him to try 
\ This climax explains much of the| screen play and dialog. | fessor blames Viadik for the acci- | the tables at Monte Carlo. Mattia 
investiture for it takes oy eben pe a! That which is good in the film dent, banishing him from his studio. AMPHYTRION ‘wins & fortune there. and Geel 
lavish set reminiscent of the night! cannot be too highly praised. It is Yanka, feeling sorry for his little | }to go home to make a new start. 
club sequence for the Paul White- | evident that the undertaking was | pal, steals his father’s music, cadenza | (GEP MAN MADE) | But when he gets home, he finds 
man feature (‘King of Jazz ), made earnestly entered upon by the pro-|on a Beethoven concerto to be| ‘J . mee +4 ro a | that- through a mistake—his people 
eight or nine years ago by this same | duction staff. Locomotives and | played at the contest, and gives it to | (WITH SONGS) believe him not only to have dis- 
studio. It’s a big triple-deck set with | coaches of 50 years ago have been | Viadik, who throws it off a bridge on | Globe Pictures release of UFA production. | appeared, but actually to have died. 
the camera on a crane and shooting | faithfully reproduced. Photograph- | top of a passing train. In order to | “A thd — > sen ae F hey EA eres In fact. he arrives just in time to 
everything, including confusion. It} ically, few pictures of the past sea- | find the missing music a search is | eee nen nd Albert Valen. | Witness, from behind a tombstone, 
will probably impress away from the | son have _ possessed such visual | made by the Pioneers, led by Yanka, tin: dialog. Serge Veber: music, Francia | his own funeral. It is then that he 
major centers. : | beauty and composition of natural | for a locomotive with a _ B-Flat | Doelle; lyrics, Serge Veber. At Belmont, | decides to really disapper. 
The six songs, of which only | scenery. erate gg gr | Whistle. Before the lost cadenza is ~ TR ges: March 23, ‘Si. Ruaning time, He goes to Rome and establishes 
‘Where Are You?’ and ‘Funny Feel- | Glen ie ams, vedit rig anc’ | found, however, Vladik, at home, has |.) nitewon ana — Henri Garat | Dimself as Adriano Meis. He moves 
ing’ seem to have a true chance, are | Sepp Allgeir—are credited. Tl8- | composed a work of his own to take | 2."! 4 Méneur ‘ond Hernargd | into a small boarding house, and the 
; inal musical score, by Hubert Bath, | ; Sosias and Mercury......+4 Armond i 
handled by Gertrude Niesen and Ella in athe vary good. y *| its place. | MAOMGRO ods vurdacgesess ots Jeanne Boitel | second part of the story is taken 
an. Nothin articular] dis- s sc : . : | ; 1 Ae es a4 | MPPinmis oc. cicccccceess Odette Florelle | up with the people he ets anc 
ric PE Aha ne mitt with both An attraction of this type seldom When the professor hears what | Soeoe. kt... bce Mareuetiie | Relea na ; a e P _ ‘ me ind 
| » ° . e requires marquee names Action | Viadik has done, he relents and both | 1 adventures ve 1as in Ms new 
very nasal in their upper register. Stace , | boys soon go to Mosc the | See surroundings. Luisa, beautiful daugh- 
Miss * ei : cs b films based on history, when well | °9YS soon go to oscow on 1e | - . , ‘ < 
iss Niesen, especially, is etter produced, frequently succeed with | svecial train for contestants to com- | (In French with English Titles) ter of the proprietor, and he fall 
age! at wee poe oa A 'the public without strong starring | pete for the music prize. It is Yanka| The Germans have turned out a|in love, but they are spied upon 
nerd aber 8 a < ye Hy ved pull. In this instance the cast is | who is selected to play the concerto | fair French musical here, but with -. lar cua” Maa turn by the 
erly ade ppt ei th - oe . me | up to standard. Richard Arlen well | in a vast hall with a symphony or- | limited b.o. Returns are restricted be es * arene ger ee Luisa's 
ad at 4 x ta a npn he IN| carries the hero’s role, and support | chestra and he wins the contest.| not only by the usual foreign lan- | fiance. Various guests of the house 
Scene. o those closeups was not very players are earnest and capable ex- | Both he and Vladik are acclaimed | guage limitations, but by the fact take sides in the contest, Olga Sol- 
kind. She also handles dialog well | cept when called upon to portray | when it is announced that the latter | that the story is not one likely to | belli is a friend of Luisa’s and tries 
— though =, et mgt some unconvincingly written se-| composed the special cadenza used. | appeal to average audiences. It is =. help her, but with pass ey 
on Sele, wees PeOUey Cue | quence. sic > -aftily |a light, frothy affair, likely to be ere 1s one very good scene at the 
to the habit of being immobile be-| Lilli Palmer and Antoinette Cel- | conven alk toe td adding t0 it considered above the heads of a lot | Pension in which Olga arranges a 
fore a radio mike. lier provide the feminine interest, | p , adding to its seance, which Mattia, who is afraid 





| attractiveness. Train noises set to | Of customers. 


Miss Logan is singer wit | a j rj : : : t ‘eveal the ‘uth about himself, 
Scotch igi Ragrdhaay trom the aaa ere a ioe te | music during the journey to Moscow | Story stems from Greek mythol- oman seeaien te ’ vinally. the 
night clubs. The arrangement for | te soaveational heroine daughter | 27€_ interestingly introduced and | ogy. While Amphytrion is at war, | cinister schemes of the Count force 
one of her numbers must inevitably. } of the boss of the construction gang. | there are some tuneful choral num- | according to this story, Jupiter goes 





Mattia to give up and go away. 





‘ and unfortunately, draw audience| J. Farrell MacDonald, in _ side | gs Bare children searching for | down to earth ae eee aa aes It is here that the happy ending 
comparison with Martha Raye. Other- | whiskers, and Frank McGlynn, Sr., | the B-Flat engine whistle. Casting | phytrion’s wife, Alcmene. aaa | parts from the original. Mattia re- 

4 wise she sings a nice song and screens | looking very distinguished as the | iS excellent throughout, the boys | years ago Henri Girardot, — high! turns to his old home in the middle 
well enough to command future film | Prime Minister, contributed ef- | playing the friendly rival fiddlers | playwright, turned this into a highly | of the night, finds that his wife has 

attention. From vaudeville come the | fectively. Barry Mackay gets all | being outstanding young actors. The amusing satiric play, Amphytrion married again and has a child by 

Three Sailors and Ray Mayer. There | there is from a role of a regenerated | veteran, Vladimir Cardin, is at his | 38,” which Alfred Lunt and Lynn|}-. second husband, a petty state 

is too much of the former, although | remittance man. , ; expansive best as the professor and | Fontanne now have in rehearsal 4S functionary. Mattia capitalizes on 

effective, and what Mayer, a comedy | Most of those who see it will be | words of praise should go to the| their next stage production. This | their fear of the consequences of 

pianist, can do is still a secret as | convinced that it might have been | unprogrammed young girl who is a| film does not credit the play, but! nis -eturn and forces Pomino, the 

concerns the film customers. an excellent picture. Flin, | leader in the Pioneer games. There | has a lot of similarities. Obviously | new husband, to make out some 

Gregory Ratoff, as an agent. dis- cineamieinsasasaiaiatisat is something of the quality of Berg- | rewritten from the original mythol- identity papers for him with the 


apdears early from the running while 
Mischa Auer and Henry Armetta are 
just briefly viewed. Hugh Herbert 
is prominent, and to him can be 
traced most of the laughs. How- 
ever, timing of some of the laughs 
was very bad. 

George Murphy is a former ball- 
room dancer, Murphy and Johnston, 
turned juvenile who now indicates 
that he might be developed into a 
light comedian. Dialog holds no de- 
tours for him; he possesses a neat 
appearance and can hoof. The other 
hard shoe specialist is Peggy Ryan. 
who announces herself as aved 10 
and that she'll imitate Eleanor 
Powell. She registers. 

Cutting and recording is uneven 
to the point that theatre booths will 
have to be constantly on their toes. 
while synchronization on Miss 
Niesen’s singing doesn’t match in a 
couple of spots. Camera work and 
lighting shows the production to full 
advantage, but not the players, par- 
ticularly the Misses Noland and 
Niesen. Too many closeups for the 
latter, too. 


Top of the Town’ had a radio pre- 





view on the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ pro- | 


gram. It affords an opportunity to 
find out what a network broadcast 
can do for a poor picture. 


SILENT BARRIERS 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Gaumont-British production and release 





Stars Richard Arlen, Features Lilli 
Palmer, Antoinette Cellier, Barry Mac- 
ka ve Directed by Milton Rosmer. Adapted 
from novel by Alan Sullivan. Screen 
Play, Mi hael Barringer and Milton Ros- 
Re dialog, Ralph Spence and Milton 
Rosmer, At Criterion, N. Y., March 25, 
“4, Tor twice-daily run, 50c-$1.50. tun- 
ning time 82 mins, 

eng cu Neate. wk on wid Richard Arlen 
MEN Ss ksvcsesesensesensssvandes Lilli Palmer 
Mars eee ee LES Antoinette Cellier 
a, TEES dee farry Mackay 
Moody. O60 6 KEDROCO He TE Kone ees Roy Emerton 
Major Rogers..,.. | J}, Farrell MacDonald 
EASE iota dass Tes nanenh, ten Wellon 
BAS crt tetera Jock Mackay 
a Ernest Sefton 


With the best intentions this latest 
importation seeks a_ select spot 
among the outdoor films like ‘Cov- 
ered Wagon,’ ‘The Iron Horse’ and 
even the more recent ‘Rhodes,’ 
which visualized the opening of the 
African Transvaal to English enter- 
Prise. But ‘Silent Barriers’ falls 
Short on performance. 
cthe story of the building of the 

anadian Pacific Railroad is a saga 
of engineering skill, grit, and sturdy 


Dunaparti Randevu 


(‘Romance at the Danube’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 


Danubia release of Gal Erno production 


for Phoebus Films. Directed by Istvan 
Szekely, Story, Erzsebet Kuhn and Sandor 
Fodor: screen play, Karoli Noti; music, 
Mire Hajdu, At Modern theatre, N. Y., 
week March 25, ’37, Running time, 83 mins. 
POPRRE 0c kc kccecevccescegeose ....Zita Perczel 
Istvan Bodo ...ccccsccseseses Imre Raday 
TAMASBY cecccccccccccvcccess Julius Csortos 
Swalay ceccccccccscvece PPeTTT. Julius Kabos 
ee rrr Lily Berky 
BReMR nc ccccccccccccvcceesoessecs Licl Balla 
Mra. Blazsek .......e0.e0...5erena Sziklay 
Dr. Demeter .eccccccccccved Julius Tapolesy 


(In Hungarian, No English Titles) 
If produced here in English, ‘Ro- 
mance’ could be regarded as little 
more than an extremely lightweight 
portrayal of the tricks resorted to 


by a pair of young lovebirds to es- | 


cape father’s dislike for the suitor, 
However, for Hungarians it retains a 
freshness that such a trite story will 
never again know here. It seems to 
impress Magyar auditors as a com- 
edy with several particularly high 


spots of humor. Slavic and Tartar | 


lansuage films are about the most 
difficult to understand and follow 
and, but for the few pantomimic se- 


quences, it holds only mystery for | 


the unacquainted. 

Story is well acted by Julius 
Kabos. ace Hungarian comic, Lici 
Balla. comedienne, as his mentally 
deficient daughter, and the roman- 
cers, Zita Perezel and Imr2 Raday. 
Despite long-winded buildups to 
comedy complications, things move 
along apace to the inevitable happy 


horizon. Direction and photography | 


easily par average east-European e¢x- 
ports. 


Parental disapproval of her love 


'for a writer forces girl] to surrept'- 


tious meetings with her love. Dad- 
dy’s private dick hunts them out !n- 
cessantly. With photographic proof 
of goings on, he persuades father 


to ship her away to an aunt's house | 


in the country, where dad's choice 
of a son-in-law is to seek her out. 
Loved one arrives before the forced 
romance and sends him on his way. 


| Complications in latter half of film 





enable Kabos to steal the show. 
Young writer wins out over t 
medical student and his best-selling 
novel finally sells the old man on 
the idea that maybe he isn’t so bad. 

Title song, as sung in a cabaret scene, 
is a catchy tune and probably helps 
in its way. Hurl, 


| No credit 


the | 


ner in her unaffected acting. Sound 
and camera work are both well- 
handled and the film is supplied 
with admirable English titles. Call 
it a superior Russian picture from 
start to finish. Rowl, 


Local Amkino distribs state that 
several of the N. Y, film critics have 
inquired as to the identity of this 
girl, but since the supporting cast of 
youngsters are non-professional, 
their identity is perforce anonymous 
under USSR law. The youngsters 
| are members of the Pioneers, a sort 
| of Russ boy and girl scout organiza- 

tion. Their naive, natural acting is 
| outstanding in this film, especially 
| the young girl mentioned in the re- 





| piew, making her screen debut. The | 


| little boy bualer in the straw hat is 
| another unnamed member of 
| cast who has commanded press at- 
tention in New York. 





| 
Scotland Yard Commands 


National 


Stars 


Dean 
features 
James Flood, 

At 


release of Basil 
Clive Brook; 
Directed hy 
Nevil 


Grand 
production. 
Victoria 
Ik 


Hopper, 
hy 


‘rom novel Shute Strand 


Brooklyn. week March 15, ‘37, doube bill. 
|} Running time, 61 mins, 
Commander Stevenson,......... Clive Brook 


S (Bt seer rw Victoria Hopper 
Anmne.. Cescceveces mere Bwinvurne 
The Professer cceocvscece malcom Keen 

| Major Norm oe ..Cecil Ramage 

| POT os 2 558i Shen 6400s dbase Charles Farrell 

S SUMRINGOMs «wig ci cieeriers Lawrene Hannay 
Bill Gordon. .......0005 Frederick VPeisley 
Mrs. Rogers Kihel Coleridge 
Fedden ee ...Warburton Gamble 
See SOROS 6 cc cccvcvin Dennis Wyndham 


‘Scotland Yard Commands’ is an 
unimportant contribution from Eng- 
land's studios which will struggle to 
land on a double-bill setup in this 
country. It is neither flattering to 
| Clive Brook’s recognized ability as 
a screen actor nor to James Flood’s 
| directorial zeal. The small effort to 
show the operations of the famed 
| English Scotland Yard is far from 
| gripping; nor does it give the yard 
'a break. 
is given for adaptation 
or screenplay. Perhaps it is just as 
well because the Nevil Shute nove! 
must have possessed more possibili- 


ties than unreeled in this vehicle. As | 
| the 


picture stands, after obviously 
plenty of shearing done in the U. S., 
it is neither fish nor fowl. Vehicle 
fails to stand up as straight melo- 
drama because of involved wordy 


the | 


ogy, as was the French play and a 
number of others previous to it. 


In the French play Jupiter starts 
the war between the Thebans and 
Boetians because he has taken a 
fancy to Alcmene and figures this 
one way of getting Amphytrion out 
of the way. In the film the war is 
already on and Alemene prays to 
Jupiter for her husband's side. That's 
when he notices her and rushes off 
to earth, taking Mercury along as 
guide. He has a tough time con- 
vincing her, finally assumes the 
earthly physiognomy of her husband. 
But he drinks too much, prior to 
going into the bedroom, falls asleep 
and misses his purpose. His wife, 
Juno, comes down to earth and rush- 
es him back to heaven before 1e can 
accomplish his dark deeds. 

That is a film purification of the 
original Greek yarn, according to 
which Alcmene gives birth to Hercu- 
les by the god, leading to all sorts 
of dire consequences. This way, of 
course, it may be ckay for the censor 


boards, since the wickedness and 
sin is only hinted at and foiled. 
rather than accomplished, Also. it 
makes for considerable farce fun. 





| 
| 
| 


But it does away with the keen and 
sheer satire. 

In production, Guenther Stapen- 
horst also goes a bit awry by over- 
doing the spectacle scenes, It be- 
comes pretty heavy at moments and 
the big mass scenes impress as su- 
perficial pomp. It would have been 
better if less pompous and ostenta- 


; tious. 


| 
| 





An excellent cast of French 
formers helps a lot. Henri Garat, in 


the dual role of Amphytrion and 
Jupiter, is A-1. 

Armand Bernard, as both Sosias 
and Mercury, is a close second. He | 


is a droll comedian with hitherto 
unsuspected depths. Odette Florelle 
is perfectly cast as Myrismis, while 
Marguerite Moreno gets a lot out 
of the Juno bit. Jeanne Boitel, as 
Alemene, the one weak link in 
the cast. 


Is 


From the camera and sound stand- 
points picture okay. Music and 
songs by Francois Doelle and Serge 
Veber are rather nebulous, except 
for one number, ‘Night and Day,’ 
which is not the Cole Porter tune. 

Titles are in rhyme and over- 
abundant. There are at least twice 
too many of them. They detract 
seriously from the action, Kanuf. 


is 





per- | 





proper state seals. Fortified with this 
newly acquired identity and the 
knowledge that he now really is 
somebody, Mattia returns to Rome 
and takes Luisa away from the 
Count. 

Whether or not the film follows 
the spirit of the Pirandello romance 
will not interest the American pub- 
lic as much as the Italian. What will 
interest Americans is that here is 
an Italian film with good entertain- 
ment value. Pierre Blanchard does 
an excellent acting job, and Isa 
Miranda doesn’t have to act very 
much, but is beautiful. (Paramount 
has her under contract.) Silvia Cap- 
orali does an impressive characteri- 
zation of Olga, the medium, and En- 
rico Glori makes a smooth and nasty 
villain, 

Photography of the exteriors 
very good, but that of 
seems, at times, fuzzy. 


is 
interiors 
Heln. 


Murder Secs to Colleg 


Paramount production and release beg 


tures Roscoe Karns, Lynne Overman, 
Astrod Allwyn, Marcha Hlunt, Larry 
Crabbe, Directed — by Charles Riesner, 
Screen play hey trian) = Marlow, Robert 
Wyler, Mddie Welch, fased on novel by 
Kurt Steele Kiliter, Edward Dewtrvk: 
camera, Henry Sharp At Fox, Broo*tvn, 
week March 26, '37, double bil Running 
time, 77 mins, 

em FORKING: ccsosecsias .. Roscoe Karna 
Nora Harry... YT ore rvrrrr Marsha Hunt 
et eee Lvone Overman 
Greta Barry es Astrid Allwyn 
Paul Broderict ..Uarvey Stephens 
Strike Belno pa Larry Crabbe 
Tom Barry, wrer rr eere Karl Foxe 
Howard Sayforth, Anthony Nace 
Joe Torelli Jolin Indrisane 
Dean Olney , ; Barlow Borland 
President MesShean ‘ i Purnell Pratt 
Inspector Simpson........5.. Charles Wilson 
Detective.... Inmes Hilaine 
Detective..... Robert Perry 
W£ eer ..+-.dames HB, Carson 
Ses siueausss ‘ Kiward limerkon 
EPO «6:0 db wb reese Nick Luhats 


Though weighted down by an ab- 
surd title and not heavyweight on 
drafty names, this whodunit will be 
welcome material on many pro- 
Zramers and also when main fea- 
ture needs bolstering. It's moulded 
along smart, comedy lines smacking 
of the ‘Thin Man’ school of sleuth 
drama. Here a reporter on vacation 
and a clever private investigator vo 
urm-in-arm through a series of wild 
escapades in attempting to solve a 
campus killing. 

Producers have assigned 
Karns and Lynne Overman 

(Continued on page 30) 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, March 30. 
Production activity failed to increase in the number of pictures before 
the cameras over the preceding week, despite the fact that 12 pix sterted. 


Total number of pictures before the lenses remains at 41. 
Survey shows 83 pictures are being edited; 86 in preparation. 





Columbia 


Three in work, 7 editing, 5 preparing. In work: ‘SHOOTING SHOW- 
DOWN,’ reported Variety, March 24, Started last week: 

‘BLAZING GLORY,’ produced by Larry Darmour, directed by Phil 
Rosen, original by Robert Cosgriff, screenplay by Cosgriff and Paul Frank- 
lin. Cast: Jack Holt, Grace Bradley, Ruth Donnelly, Raymond Hatton, 
Willard Robertson, Charles Wilson, Philip Ahn. 

Story depicts Miss Bradley, heiress, owning a logging camp. Jack Holt 
is the camp boss. She fires Holt. Scabs are called in, with numerous fights 
resulting. Timber fire causes Miss Bradley to recall him to save her 

yperty. 

PN GHOST RANGER,’ produced by Larry Darmour, directed by Spencer 
Bennett, original by Joe Levering and J. A. Duffy; screenplay, Nate Gatzert. 
Cast: Bob Allen, Louise Small, Mary MacLaren, Buddy Cox. 

Story concerns fight between cow and sheep herders. Bob AHen, a 
ranger, works his way into the confidence of the sheepmen and breaks up 
the warfare. . 

Readied to start: ‘WHITE HEAT,’ ‘ONCE A HERO,’ ‘WITH KIND RE- 
GARDS,’ and ‘THANKS FOR NOTHING.’ 


Grand National 


Four in work, 2 editing, 12 preparing. In work: ‘HITTIN’ THE TRAIL,’ 
‘THE GIRL SAID NO,’ reported Variety, March 24. Started last week: 

‘SING, COWBOY, SING,’ produced by Edward Finney, directed by R. N. 
Bradbury; original, Lindsley Parsons; screenplay, Robert Emmett. Cast: 
Tex Ritter, Louise Stanley, Al St. John, Karl Hackett, Charles King, Rob- 
ert McKenzie, Budd Buster, Heber Snow, Chick Hannon. 

Story shows Louise Stanley as owner of a western wagon train. Karl 
Hackett, the heavy, attempts to disrupt the service so she will lose the 
property, but Ritter comes in to save the day. 

‘BOOTS OF DESTINY,’ produced by M. H. Hoffman, Jr., directed by 
Arthur Rosson, original and screenplay. Philip Graham White. Cast: Ken 
Maynard, Claudia Dell. Vince Barnett. Walter Patterson, Martin Garaloga, 
George Morrell, Fred Cordova, Sid D’Albrook, Ed Cassidy, Octavo Giraud. 

Story depicts Mexican family robbed of its rancho during the Mexican 
war. For 100 years outfit is imbued with idea to rob in an effort to re- 
capture the land with its buried treasure. Claudia Dell, contemporary 
owner, is betrayed to the Mexicans by Martin Garaloga, her foreman, and 
Ed Cassidy. Ken Maynard and Vince Barnett, roaming cowpokes, enter 
the picture and save the terra firma. 

Readied to start: ‘GOVERNMENT AGENT,’ ‘THE SHADOW,’ ‘SMALL 
TOWN BOY,’ ‘SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT,’ ‘MARKED MONEY,’ 
‘SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY,’ ‘DYNAMITE,’ ‘WALLABY JIM,’ ‘FACE 
THE FACTS,’ and ‘STACKED CHIPS.’ 


Metro 


- 

Six in work, 9 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ 
reported Variety, Sept. 16; ‘NIGHT MUST FALL,’ reported Feb. 17; 
‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937,’ reported March 3; ‘MADAME WAL- 
EWSKA,’ reported March 10; ‘THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS,’ re- 
ported March 24. Started last week: 

‘TOPPER,’ produced and directed by Norman McLeod for Hal Roach. 
script by Jack Jevene and Eric Hatch from novel bv Thorne Smith. Cast: 
Constance Bennett, Cary Grant, Roland Young, Billie Burke, Alan Mow- 
bray, Hedda Hopper. 

Story is escapade of Roland Young, millionaire, tired of it all. Miss Ben- 
nett and Grant supposedly die in a wild auto ride. Fancifully, through 
their souls, they rid Roland Young of his imprisoned ideas. They disrimt 
his life. He buys their auto and goes with them through innumerable 
jams, only to return to his loving wife in the end. 

Readied to start: ‘FIREFLY,’ ‘ONCE THERE WAS A LADY,’ ‘SARA- 
TOGA,’ ‘THIRTEENTH CHAIR,’ and ‘ROADSHOW.’ 


Paramount 


Six in work, 9 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘HIGH. WIDE AND 
HANDSOME,’ reported Variety, Jan. 13: 1 MET HIM IN PARIS,’ revorted 
Feb, 3; ‘MOUNTAIN MUSIC,’ reported March 17; ‘NIGHT OF MYSTERY,’ 
revorted March 24. Started last week: a ; 

‘ANGEL,’ produced and directed by Ernst Lubitsch, no writing credits. 
Cast: Marlene Dietrich, Herbert Marshall, Melvyn Douglas, Ernest Cossart, 
Edward Everett Horton,-Herbert Mundin. : 

Story concerns Marlene Dietrich. wife of Herbert Marshall. English gov- 
ernmental official, fed up with married life. She goes to Paris alone to 
forget. She meets Melvyn Douglas who describes her as ‘Angel.’ She re- 
turns to London and in time Douglas is invited to their home. However, 
when Douglas called her by the rendezvous name of ‘Angel’ she tells hus- 
band of the escapade. ‘ . f 

‘HOTEL HAYWIRE,”’ general office production, George Archinbaud, di- 

















(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 

Balance 
Pix tobe Steries 

Number Pix now placed in 

Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... eesdnes 50 21 2 7 20 5 
Larry Darmour.......  & 3 1 ; 4 “a 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 44 16 4 2 22 12 
RRR pagtie pare aa 48% 2" 5 9 4 10 
| Sarre 4 2 1 ; 1 Ss 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 27 6 6 8 7 
B. P. Schulberg....... 8 2 oe da 6 1 
Emanuel Cohen....... 8 3 as 1 4 1 
Harry Sherman....... 6 2 oe 1 3 1 
Frank Lloyd. ......... 1 1 da i s a. 
RKO RADIO............ 39 11 3 11 14 7 
David Loew...... oaeen 2 1 1 is i 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 2 “a ' 4 1 
4 See 3 1 - 2 1 
RR 56 14 1 13 2% 7 
A. AW. Hackel.......... 16 3 ca 13 1 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 49 5 7 2 9 

Ol LCSSOP.... . 2. 0050s: 6 2 4 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 1 ‘ 4 3 
Walt r Wanger........ 7 3 1 ‘ 3 1 
Sa ree 5 2 1 P 2 1 
ee 1 a ‘ . : , 

0 er eee 2 7 . 

Korda London ........ 6 ot - s al P 
UNIVERSAL ...... items “ae 15 2 11 16 8 
Buck Jones...........- 8 1 os ‘ 7 1 
WARNERS ......... mex & 50 7 14 ll over 8 
DT hiccemesponhes 556 253 41 82 170 86 

11 over 


| 


| Ter. 








rector, no writing credits. 
Carlisle, Colette Lyons, Benny Baker, John Patterson, Spring Byington. | 

Story is comedy centered on jealous wife of home-loving husband. She | 
consults a numerologist, Carrillo, who advises her to hire a detective to 
watch her spouse's antics. 
development. 

Readied to start: ‘MIDNIGHT MADONNA,’ ‘LAST TRAIN FROM 
MADRID,’ ‘ADVENTURE WITH MUSIC,’ ‘EASY LIVING,’ ‘ARTISTS AND 
MODELS,’ ‘EXCLUSIVE,’ ‘THE ASCENDING DRAGON,’ ‘THIS WAY, 
PLEASE,’ ‘TIGHTWAD,’ ‘FORLORN RIVER,’ and ‘DOUBLE OR NOTH- 


RKO-Radio 


Four in work, 11 editing, 10 preparing. 
NEW YORK,’ reported Variety, Dec. 23; 
March 24. Started last week: 

‘THERE GOES MY GIRL,’ William Sistrom, producer; Ben Holmes, 
director; original, George Beck; screenplay, Harry Segal. Cast: Ann Soth- 
ern, Gene Raymond, Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Gordon Jones, Frank | 
M. Thomas, Alec Craig, Maxine Jennings. ; 

Story is newspaper yarn concerning couple of young scriveners wanting 
to get married. Their tyrannical boss prevents them from doing so 
through innumerable pranks. Eventually things are straightened to permit 





In work: ‘THE TOAST OF | 
‘MISSUS AMERICA,’ reported | 


Studio Miseinedls 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Bond, Granville Bates, 





Ward 


|Charles Arnt, Billy Burrud, Arthur 


Loft, ‘Once a Hero,’ Col. 
Sheila Bromley, Frank McDonald 


| directs, untitled picture, Col. 





the wedding. 

‘TOMORROW’S HEADLINES,’ Cliff Reid, 
director; original, Thomas Ahearn; screenplay, 
Hartmann. Cast: Lee Tracy, Diana Gibson, Donald Meek, Tom Kennedy, 
Philip Huston, Paul Guilfoyle ; 

Story depicts Tracy and Diana Gibson as two reporters, with Tracy cart- 
ing around a lapel mike. He sends the stuff through a portable sound 
truck and scoops ‘em all. He hangs his coat in a barroom, Holdup is be- 
ing planned and the thugs’ conversation is heard on the outside of the 
building. She steals the mike, but is picked up on a Federal warrant. In 
the end she. is released through a broadcast. 

Readied to start: ‘NEW FACES OF 1937,’ ‘SHE SANG FOR HER SUPPER,’ 


‘YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE.’ 
Republic 


One in work, 13 editing, 8 preparing. Started last week: 

‘DANGEROUS HOLIDAY,’ William Berke, producer; Nick Barrows, di- 
rector; no writing credits. Cast: Ra Hould, Guinn Williams, Hedda Hopper, 
William Bakewell, Lynn Roberts, Virginia Sale, Franklin Pangborn, Harvey 
Clark, Jack LaRue, Jack Mulhall, Jeannie Roberts, Michael Jeffrey. 

Story depicts Ra Hould as young violinist tied down by his guardian. 
He runs away in an effort to escape the drudgery of practice. -He ends up 
in Harvey Clark’s lodge. Two gangsters, hiding out, learn of the kid’s 
identity. One of them, Guinn Williams, strikes up a friendship with boy. 
Police attempt to rescue Hould, and Williams is killed trying to protect him 
from the other gangsters. Lad is permitted to live his own life afterward. 

Readied to start: ‘RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS,’ ‘IT COULD HAPPEN 
TO YOU,’ and ‘ROMANCE ON THE RUN.’ 


20th Century-Fox 


Five in work, 7 editing, 9 preparing. In work: . e . 

‘THIS IS MY AFFAIR,’ reported Variety, Feb. 24; ‘SHE HAD TO EAT,’ 
reported March 17; Bvt’ UNDER FIRE,’ ‘ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN, 
‘ d March 24. Sfirtéd last week: ws 
re SSCAPE FROM LOVE,’ Leslie Landau, producer; Eugene Ford, direc- 
Cast: Gloria Stuart, Cora Witherspoon, Michael 
Maurice Cass, Joe O. Smith, Charlie Williams, 


producer, Richard Rosson. 








tor; no writing credits. 
Whalen, June Brewster, 
3 d - . . 

a ad is teenie between Gloria Stuart and Michael Whalen, localed in 
New York and south of France. She and her socialite mother are fussy 
about the wedding details so he bribes a judge to marry him to Miss Stuart 
at one of thé dress rehearsals. Hectic chase follows with many complica- 
tions. . s Skr.’ 
i to start: ‘SING AND BE HAPPY, ‘ISLAND IN TH r 
mite ON HER FINGERS,’ ‘LAST YEAR’S KISSES,’ and ‘ALI BABA 


United Artists 


k, none editing, 5 preparing. In work: ‘WOMAN CHASES 
mane. tre! eo ‘THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ Vartety, Feb. 24; THE 
PRISONER OF ZENDA,’ reported March 17; ‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ None 


k: ‘ 
ed bs aaah ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ ‘HURRICANE,’ ‘LET ME LIVE, 


“52 SECOND ST.,’ ‘STANDIN’,’ ‘PERSONAL HISTORY,’ ‘DEAD END,’ and 


‘GOLDWYN FOLLIES.’ 
Universal 


Two i ork, 11 editing, 9 preparing. In work: ‘WINGS OVER HONO- 
LULU’ ro ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ reported Variety, Feb, 3. No new pic- 
ted last week: ; 

tO Neadied ps dart: ‘LOVE IN A BUNGALOW,’ ‘WEST COAST LIMITED,’ 
‘I COVER THE WAR,’ ‘CARNIVAL QUEEN,’ ‘100 MEN AND A GIRL,’ 
‘HEATHER OF THE HIGH HAND,’ untitled Karloff pic, ‘ARMORED CAR. 


Warners 


Seven in work, 14 editing, 8 preparing. In work: ‘THE SINGING MA- 
RINE,’ reported Variety, Jan. 27; ‘ONE HOUR OF ROMANCE,’ reported 
March 3; ‘THE DEEP SOUTH’ and ‘WAR LORD,’ reported March 10; 
‘LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA,’ ‘EMPTY HOLSTERS,’ and ‘LADY LUCK.’ 
Started last week: : 

‘EVER SINCE EVE,’ Earl Baldwin, producer; Lloyd Bacon, director; orig- 
inal, Gene Baker and Margaret Lee; screenplay, Lawrence Riley, Ear] Bald- 
win, Lillie Hayward and Jerry Wald. Cast: Marion Davies, Robert Mont- 
gomery, Patsy Kelly, Marcia Ralston, Allen Jenkins, Hugh Herbert and 
Barton MacLane. : ; 

Stery concerns Marion Davies, stenog, with dual personality. She be- 
comes tired of being pawed by her big-shot boss and quits. She disguises 
herself with specs and wig and joins publishing outfit. Latter has con- 
tracted Robert Montgomery, lackadaisical writer, for book. Pic rights have 
been sold, necessitating speed. Montgomery falls in love with the bespec- 
tacled Davies sent to him as a secretary to hustle out the tome, Later, she 
meets Montgomery as her other self. He falls in love with her again. She 
disappears merely by dropping the wig and specs, but stays on with Mont- 
gomery. She ekes out sufficient pointers from him for a final chapter of 
the book. She writes it by the deadline, falls asleep, with her disguise 
dropping to the floor, revealing her true identity. 

Readied to start: ‘THAT CERTAIN WOMAN,’ ‘HE WOULDN’T GET 














MARRIED,’ ‘DEVIL’S SADDLE LEGION.’ 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, March 30. 





Cooper have sold their original. 
‘Racing Keys,’ to C. C. Burr. It’s 
centered around a typewriter con- 





‘The Red Rope,’ by Johnson Mc- | test. 
Culley, has been purchased by Su- | 
preme Pictures as a Bob Steele star- | Levy, taken by Condor. 

Universal has bought ‘Mad About 
Music,’ original by Frederick Kolme 


C.'tand Marcella Burke, 


‘Crazy People,’ original by Jeffer- | 
son Parker, purchased at RKO. 
Jackson Parks and Merian 


. Robert Bren and Edmund | 


Cast: Leo Carrillo, Lynne Overman, Mary | Col. 
Husband also asks Carrillo for advice, Farcical | Fe 


| ‘The 


| Gave Him a Gun,’ 





‘Fiddlers Three,’ yarn by David S. | 


| 


William Benedict, ‘White Heat,’ 


Mike ‘All 


Kahn, D. 
Torben Meyer, 


treatment 


Pasha 
Piccoi, 


Simmons, 


| Steamed Up,’ Col. 


Albert 
»rid, 


Conti, 
John 


| ‘Madame Walewska,’ MG. 


Theodore von Eltz, Charles Judels, 

Emperor’s Candlesticks,’ MG. 
and Ella McKenzie, ‘They 

MG. 

Scotty Mattraw, ‘Broadway Melo- 


Fay 


| dy of 1937,’ MG. 


Heather Thatcher, Elissa Landi, 
| Dame May Whitty, Madge Evans, 
| Janet Beecher, Lewis Stone, Henry 


Daniell, Thomas Beck. Robert Coote, 
Lal Shand Mehra, Elsa Buchanan, 


| David Snell, ‘The Thirteenth Chair,’ 


MG. 

Dorothy Christy, Sale, 
‘Topper,’ Roach-MG. 

Arthur Aylesworth, ‘Parnell,’ MG. 

Buddy Ebsen, ‘The Girl of the 
Golden West,’ MG. 

Albert Morin, Louis LaBey, ‘I Met 
Him in Paris,’ Par. 

Genevieve Tobin, ‘The Ascending 
Dragon,’ Schulberg-Par. 


Virginia 


Wally Mayer, ‘Mountain Music,” 
Par. 

Akim Tamiroff, ‘The Buccaneer,” 
Par. 

Clarence Muse, ‘The Barrier,’ Par. 

William Saroyan, untitled script, 
Schulberg-Par, 

William Lipman, untitled script, 


Major-Par. 
Rian James, original musical, Par. 
Sidney Jarvis, Jack Richardson, 
Leonard Anthony, Jay Upson, Bobby 
Moore, Mira McKinney, Valerie 
Bergere, ‘Missus America,’ RKO. 
Jack Stewart, Charles French, Ray 


Stewart, Ronald Gordon, Robert 
Milasch. Walter Stiritz, William 
Humphrey, Mike Lally, George 


Cleveland, Dick Rush, James Quinn, 
‘The Toast of New York,’ RKO. 

Lee Ford, “There Goes My Girls,” 
RKO. 

Ed Stanley, Bruce Riley, Lynton 
Brent, Gaylord Pendleton, Edith 
Craig, Pedro Regas, Selmer Jackson, 
Ralph Dunn, ‘Tomorrow's Head- 
lines,’ RKO. 

John Beal, Leona Roberts, George 
Irving, ‘Mexican Quarter,’ RKO, 
Winthrop Togglen, writing 
for Nino Martini, Lasky-RKO. 

Buster West, Melissa Mason, ‘Radio 
City* Revels,’ Lasky-RKO. 

Andrew Tombes, Leila McIntyre, 
‘All Is Confusion,’ Loew-RKO. 


orig 


Harry Clork, scripting untitled 
yarn, RKO. 
Gladys Atwater, Joseph Lerner, 


original ‘Public Health,’ RKO. 
Duke York, Wade Boteler, Frank 
LaRue, H. L. Smith, Grady Sutton, 


Jack Mulhall, William Bakewell, 
‘Dangerous Holiday,’ Rep. 
Edwin Piel, Sr., John Merton, 


Grace Kern, Peggy McKim, Esther 
Buckley, Lee Ford, Bob Burns, Rich- 


ard Beach, June Johnson, ‘Gun 
Smoke Ranch,’ Rep. 
Nell Craig, Edgar Allen, Barry 


McLaren, Jack Mulhall, Victor Wong, 
Dagmar Oakland, ‘Michael O’Hal- 
loran,’ Rep. 

Billy McClain, John Eldredge, 
Douglas Fowley, Mimi Medart, 
George Chandler, Maurice Cass, 
Chie Chandler, Russell Hopton, Roy 
Walker, George Sparks, Sally Blane, 
‘One Mile From Heaven,’ 20th-Fox. 

Maurice Cass, J. P. McGowan, 
H. M. Stahl, Wallis Clark, ‘She Had 
to Fat,’ 20-F. 

Philip Dunne, screenplay ‘Lancer’s 
Spy,’ 20-F. 

Syd Saylor, Charles Williams, 
Maurice Cass, William Wagner, How- 
ane Hickman, ‘Escape From Love,’ 
20-F. 

Stanley Jones trio, Berton 
Churchill, Allan Lane, ‘Sing and Be 
Happy,’ 20-F. 

Ralfe Harolde, Sig Rumann, James 
Flavin, Don Rowan, ‘This Is My Af- 
fair,’ 20-F, 

Movita Castenada, Clyde Cook, 
‘Love Under Fire,’ 20-F. 

Arthur Hohl, Dwight Frye, Otto 
Hoffman, Edward Van Sloan, Mar- 
garet Seddon, ‘The Road Back.’ U. 

Lester Cole, James Mulhauser, 
screenplay ‘Carnival Queen,’ U. 

Minerva Urecal, ‘Oh, Doctor.’ U. 

A. Dorian Otvos, scripting ‘Behind 
the Mike,’ U. 

Adele St. Maur, Lane Chandler, 
Earl Dwire, Alphonz Ethier, Ray- 
mond Brown, Maidel Turner, Robert 
Porterfield, Otto Kruger, Granville 
Bates; Catherine Lohden, leonard 
Mudie, ‘The Deep South,’ WB. 

Max Hoffman, Jr., Harry Worth, 
Charles Richman, ‘Life of Emile 
Zola.’ WB. 

Alfred E. Green. directs ‘Mr. Dodd 
Takes the Air,’ WB. 
wn Hale, ‘The Singing Marine,’ 


Dick Foran, Jean Muir, ‘The Per- 
fect Gentleman,’ WB. 

Gordon Hollingshead, directs short, 
‘Moan Without a Country,’ WB. 

Etta McDaniels, Ann Shoemaker, 
Winifred Harris, Al Shean, ‘Stella 
Dallas,’ Goldwyn. 

Kuulei DeClercg, 
Goldwyn. 

Philip Sleeman, Mary Jane Irving, 
‘The Prisoner of Zenda,’ S-I 

David Levy, David Adams, Arthur 
Hoerl, Cynthia Meade, George 


‘Hurricane,’ 


| Rosner, writing originals Hirliman- 


GN. 
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WALTER WANGER 





SHISTORY* -2< NIGHT 





with 


LEO CARRILLO ana Colin Clive 


Directed by FRANK BORZAGE 


Original Story by Gene Towne and Graham Baker « Released thru United Artists 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the. American distributing conspanies for 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given-in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
WEEK | acne vHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR OR MINS REVIEWED 
. RELEASE FOREIGN il BY VARIETY 
o cakdiietalnaet sacidumanncn 4 tobbstinint 
2/12/37 , Clarence Par Par Comedy R. Karns-E. Whitney G. Archinbaud Domestic 60 3 10 
We're On the Jury RKO RKO Drama H. Broderick-V. Moore B. Holmes Domestic 71 2/17 
| Two Wise Maids N. Levine GN Com-Dr A. Skipworth-P. Moran P. Rosen Domestic 70 3/10 
On the Avenue G. Markey 20th Musical D. Powell-M. Carroll R. D. Ruth Domestic 90 2/10 
| Great 0 Malley H. J. Brown WB Melodrama P. O’Brien-H. Bogart W. Dieterle Domestic 70 3,10 
2/29 ‘37 Maid of Salem F. Lloyd Par Drama Colbert-MacMurray | F. Lloyd Domestic 85 3,10 
| Last of Mrs. Cheyney L. Weingarten MG Com-Dr Crawford-Powell R. Boleslavsky Domestic 95 2/24 
John Meade’s Woman B. P. Schulberg Par Drama E.. Arnold-F. Larrimore | R. Wallace Domestic 81 | 2 24 
| Sea Devils E. Small RKO Comedy P. Foster-McLaglen | Ben Stoloft Domestic 85 317 
| When’s Your Birthday? D. Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown H. Beaumont Domestic 77 3/24 
Gambling Terror A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown S. Newfield Domestic 55 3 10 
| Paradise Express N. Levine Rep Drama G. Withers-D. Appleby J. Kane Domestic 60 2/24 
Off to the Races M. Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-Summerville «.F., Strayer Domestic 59 2/3 
| Wings of Morning R. T. Kane 20th Drama Annabella-Fonda H. Schuster Foreign 88 3/17 
| | Man Who Could Work Miracles Korda UA Comedy R. Young-J. Gardner L. Mendes Foreign 82 2/24 
Green Light Cosmo WB Drama E. Flynn-A. Louise F. Borzage Domestic 85 2/\7 
Head Over Heels in Love GB GB Musical Jessie Matthews S. Hale Foreign 84 2/17 
Everybody Dance Alliance GB Drama C. Courtneidge-E. Truex C. Reisner Foreign x me we 
2/26/37 Law of the Ranger Col Col Western R. Allen | S. G. Bennett Domestic 7 
When You re in Love E. Riskin Col Musical G. Moore-C. Grant R. Riskin Domestic 110 2/24 
Espionage H. Rapf MGM Drama E. Lowe-M. Evans K. Neumann Domestic 66 3/17 
Borderland H. Sherman Par’ Western W. Boyd-J. Ellison N. Watt Domestic 78 
Park Ave. Logger G. Hirliman RKO Outdoor George O’Brien D. Howard Domestic 
Nancy Steele Is Missing N. Johnson 20th Drama McLagien-Lorre G. Marshall Domestic 86 3/16 
| Girl Overboard R. Presnell U Drama G. Stuart-W. Pidgeon S. Salkow Domestic ped : . 
| Penrod and Sam B. Foy WB Comedy B. Mauch-F. Craven-S. Byington W. McGann Domestic prae 
3/5/37 Trapped H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-P. Stratford L. Barsha Domestic 62 3/10 
Parole Racket R. Cohn Col Melodrama P. Kelly-R. Keith C. C. Coleman | Domestic 70 
Murder Goes to College Par Par Mystery R. somes tar —— Overman- C, Riesner Domestic 
" ra e 
Hit the Saddle N. Levine Rep Western B. Livingston-R. Corrigan M. V.Wright Domestic 
Ci “ 7 : 64 3/24 
ircus Girl N. Levine Rep Com-Dr J. Travis-W. Livingston J. H. Auer Domestic 3/10 
Love Is News - — 20th Comedy T. Power-L. Young T. Garnett Domestic 78 
e lison 
Fire Over England A. Korda UA Spectacle | F. Robson-!). Masrey-L. Olivier | W. K. Howard Foreign 88 3/10 
Ready, Willing and Able WB WB Musical R. Keeler-Lee Dixon R. Enright Domestic 93 3/17 
Midnight Court WB WB Drama A. Dvorak-J. Litel F. McDonald Domestic 64 3/10 
You’re in Army Now GB GB Comedy W. Ford-A. Louise R. Walsh Foreign 
Navy Spy Condor GN Drama C. Nagel-E. Hunt C. Wilbur Domestic 56 ui 3 24 wa a 
3/12/37 A Family Affair as yo MGM Comedy L. Barrymore-S. Byington G. Sietz Domestic 67 
Swing High, Swing Low A. Hornblow Par Musical Lombard-MacMurray M. Leisen Domestic 92 
Crime Nobody Saw Par Par Mystery L. Ayres-R. Coleman C. Barton Domestic 
Don’t Tell the Wife R. Sisk RKO Comedy Merkel-Kibbee C. Cabanne Domestic 63 2/24 
Fair Warning S. Wurtzel 20th Mystery J. E. Braumberg-B. Furness N. Foster Domestic 
» Land Beyond the Law WB WB Western D. Ferris B. R. Eason Domestic 
‘ Romance and Riches G. Klement GN Comedy C. Grant-M. Brian A. Zeisler Domestic 56 
3/19/37 Personal Property J. W. Considine MGM Drama J. Harlow-R. Taylor W.S. VanDyke | Domestic 84 
Trouble in Morocco Col Col Drama Jack Holt E. Schoedsack | Domestic 62 3/17 
Her Husband Lies B. P. Schulberg Par Drama R. Cortez-G. Patrick E. Ludwig Domestic 75 3/24 
China Passage Cliff Reid RKO Drama Lee Tracy E. Killy Domestic 
Get Along Little Dogies A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry J. Kane Domestic 
Bill Cracks Down W. Berke Rep Drama J. Withers-J. Allen W. Nigh Domestic 
Time Out for Romance M. Feld 20th Rom-Com C. Trevor-M. Whalen M. St. Clair | Domestic 75 3/17 
Her Husband’s Secretary WB WB Rom-€om W. Hall-B. Roberts-J. Muir F. McDonald Domestic 61 3/24 
Trouble in Texas E. Finney GN Western R. Ritter R. N. Bradbury | Domestic 
3/26/37 Maytime H. Stromberg MGM Musical MacDonald-Eddy R. Z. Leonard | Domestic 132 3/24 
Let’s Get Married E. Riskin Col Com-Dr Denny-Lupino A. E. Green Domestic 
Waikiki Wedding A. Hornblow Par Musical B. Crosby-M..Raye-B. Burns F. Tuttle Domestic 90 
Quality Street P. Berman RKO Drama Hepburn-Tone G. Stevens Domestic 85 
| Trail of Vengeance A. W. Hackel Rep Com-Dr J. Travis-W. Livingston S. Newfield Domestic 
| Seventh Heaven R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr S. Simone-J. Stewart H. King Domestic 100 
We Have Our Moments C. Rogers U Rom-Com ‘ J. Dunn-S, Eilers , A. L. Werker Domestic 66 
a a King and Chorus Girl. |, M. LeRoy WB ..|.. Musical. , Gravet-Blondell _ M. LeRoy Domestic 90 
eu | 231, Hours’ Leave D. McLean __GN___| Comedy J. Ellison J. G. Blystone | Domestic 70 
4/2/37 Man Who Found Himself C. Reid RKO Drama J. Beal-P. Huston-J. Fontaine L. Landers Domestic 
Motor Madness H. L. Decker Col Com-Dr D. Wilson-C. Quigley D. R. Lederman | pomestic 
Racketeers in Exile Col Col Drama G. Bancroft-E. Venable E. C. Kenton Domestic 
Song of the City L. Hubbard MGM Drama J. Dean-M. Lind’ay E. Taggert Domestic 68 
Midnight Taxi M. Feld 20th Melodrama A. Dinehart-B. Donlevy E. Forde Domestic 72 
History Is Made at Night W. Wanger UA Rom-Com C. Boyer-J. Arthur F. Borzage Domestic 95 
When Love Is Young R. Presnell U Rom-Com V. Bruce-K. Taylor H. Mohr Domestic 65 
Men in Exile WB WB Drama D. Purcell-J. Travis J. Farrow Domestic 
_Backstage H. Wilcox GB Drama A. Nagel-A. Tracy H. Wilcox Foreign 
Silent Barriers GB GB Drama R. Arlen-L. Palmer M. Rosner Foreign 
Girl Loves Boy B. Zeidman GN Rom-Com E. Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield Domestic 
Hittin’ the Trail E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury | pomestic 
ee Lightning Crandall A. W. Hackel __ Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield Domestic 
4/9/37 Two Gun Law Col Col Western Charles Starrett L. Barsha Domestic 
Girl from Scotland Yard E. Cohen Par Mystery K. Morley-R. Baldwin R. Vignola Domestic 
Too Many Wives W. Siskin RKO Rom-Com A. Shirley-J. Morley B. Holmes Domestic 
Soldier and Lady P. Berman RKO Com-Dr A. Wallbrook-E. Allen G. Nichols Domestic 
Jim Hanvey, Detective A. E. Levoy Rep Mystery G. Kibbee-T. Brown P. Rosen Domestic 70 
Fifty Roads to Town R. Griffith 20th Com-Dr D. Ameche-A, Sothern N. Taurog Pementio 
Masked Woman WB WB Melodrama B. Davis-H. Bogart L. Bacon Domestic 97 
The Gold Racket Condor GN Melodrama C. Nagel-E. Hunt L. Gasnier Domestic 
4/16/37 Guns in the Dark A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown S. Newfield Domestic ne er. 
Romeo and Juliet I. Thaiberg MGM Rom-Com Shearer-Howard G, Cukor Domestic 130 10/26/36 
Internes Can’t Take Money B. Glazer Par Drama McCrea-Stanwyck A. Santell Domestic il 
Navy Blues B. Kelly Rep Comedy C. Purcell-W. Hyme: R. Staub Domestic 
Step Lively, Jeeves J. Stone 20th Comedy A. Treacher-P. Ellis E. Forde Semectic 
Under the Red Robe R. T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom Foreign 
Let Them Live . E. Grainger U Drama J. Barrett-J. Howard-N. Gray H. Young Domestic 
That Man’s Here Again WB WB Comedy M. McGuire-T. Brown L. King Domestic 60 
Call It a Day ; WB WB Comedy O. de Haviland-I. Hunter A. Mayo Domestic 
King Solomon’s Mind GB GB Spectacle C. Hardwicke-R. Young-P. R. Stevenson Foreign 
Robcson 
Two Who Dared E. Frenke GN Drama A. Sten-H. Wilcoxon E. Frenke Foreign 
Hills of Old Wyoming H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd N. Watt cenabin 
Man in the Mirror J. Hagen GN Comedy E. E. Horton-G. Tobin M. Elvey netiadie | 
| Outcasts of Poker Flat R. Sisk RKO Comedy P. Foster-J. Muir C. Cabenne wee 
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Seldom does a two-reel motion 
picture have such timeliness as 
does “Servant of the People”, 

which literally standsasa HEAD- 
LINE subject because of the 
nation-wide, even international, 
interest in theGovernment’saims 
to liberalize the Constitution. 
Staged and produced with dili- 
gence and patient effort, telling 
in effective dramatic style how 
the Constitution came into ex- 
istence, and why, and what its 
authors meant it to be, 


Motion Picture Herald 





SHOWMANSHIP 


A subject that has made the nation’ s headlines is bound to 
make va lines at the nation’s box-offices! It is already 


hailed as es GREATEST Short Subject in History! 


METRO -GOLDWYN-MAYER’S TWO-REEL SHOWMANSHIP SPECIAL 


“SERVANT 


of the 


PEOPLE 


The Story of the Constitution of the United States 

















GIVE IT THE GUN—Book it Early—Bill it Big—Grab that Extra Gross 
READY FOR APRIL 9th RELEASE! 
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EXPLOITATIO 
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te 


By Epes W. Sargent 





Two Safeties 


‘iat ae 

ent emphasis on safety meas- 
FES ggeene accident prevention and 
consequent leniency of officials in re- 
garding tie-ups along this angle al- 
low an easy and effective approach 
for exhibs on two current releases, 
‘You Only Live Once’ and ‘Green 
Light.’ Two hit Omaha screens con- 
currently in rival houses, by vying 
stunts were heightened by the coin- 
cidence more likely than hindered. 

Manager Bill Miskell of the Or- 
heum and _ his assistant, Breck 
agin, decided on driving home the 
implied warning of the title for their 
run of ‘You Only Live Once, and 
turned to sidewalk stencils as the 
prime shot of the campaign. Street 
department past few months has 
used a stencil to warn pedestrians at 
congested intersections to ‘watch the 
lights. Finally was arranged with 
street and police departments to add 
the title of the film to the stencil to 
read ‘Watch the Lights—You Only 
Live Once’ with the film house fur- 
nishing the extra stencil, Payoff 
came when a painter from street de- 
partment called for the additional 
stencil at the theatre and then went 
out to do the double stencils on 
orders from commissioners office. 
Theatre’s cost was flock of passes. 
Most effective sidewalk tie-up here 
to date. Other angles approached 
were Fonda as home town boy and 
safety cooperation from the dailies. 

Louise Cotter and John Quinlan 
at the Brandeis went for a civic tie- 
up on ‘Green Light,’ and arranged 
with mayor’s office to post shields 
captioned ‘Watch for GREEN LIGHT 
at Brandeis’ on all traffic light 
posts. Some 250 were attached 
either just below or just above lights 
where both oo and jaywalkers 
couldn’t miss them. 

Brandeis was first with the punch 
getting posters up day before Or- 
pheum stunt, but Orph evened the 
count by getting city to do the work. 
An agency exec stated all missed a 
cue by not getting together on a cap- 
tion reading ‘watch the Green Light 
—You Only Live Once,’ but forgot 
this wasn’t Utopia. ‘Green Light 
campaign rounded out by contacts 
with all local book review clubs and 
libraries and book stores, heavy 
national ads in Hearst’s Bee News, 
and emphasis on the romantic angle 
of film in contrast to medical or pos- 
sible detective an les inferred by 
non-readers of book. 





Contests 


Stealing from one of the national 
magazines, a theatre rocked its 
patrons on a brevity contest. Idea 
was to pay a premium for the few- 
est number of words in a slogan to 
express the supremacy of the the- 
atre’s entertainment. Lead line was 
‘Best because....’ with the contest- 
ant to fill out the sentence. If but 
one additional word was used, the 
payoff was $10, with $5 for two 
words and 50 for te five. 
Winner was to be selected for value, 
regardless of length. If the best 
slogan ran four words, the winner 
was paid the $2.50 and there was 
no $10 prize, but all receiving hon- 
orable mention were handed trip 
passes. Contest ran three weeks 
and had the entire town whittling 
words. Got many times the atten- 
tion of a mere slogan contest. 

In a larger theatre a prize of $25 
was hung up for best nickname for 
Robert Taylor with the promise 
that the winning name would be 
sent the star. They’re still working 
on that one and wasting plenty of 
thought. Not likely to stick, since 
nicknames are no longer as popular 
as they once were, but the local 
paper, which was sold the idea, is 
making plenty of copy from the 
various suggestions. Mm 

One contest with a decidedly 

Tactical side was financed by a 
ocal department store on the ques- 
tion ‘What would you buy at the 
Metropole if you had only $100 to 
Spend for a spring outfit?’ 

Stipulation was that the list must 

itemized, with actual prices and 
must spend the entire sum. During 

e time the contest ran all items 
were clearly price tagged and the 

ore was overrun with shoppers 
with pads and pencils. Store fig- 
ured a big upping in sales through 
the stress on the bargains. 


Made It a Party 


Barclay V. McCarthy, who is per- 
ambulating the country ahead of 
Boy Meets Girl,’ reports that J. D. 
O’Rear, of the Colonial, Harrisburg, 
i, Pulled a fast one for ‘Love Is 

s. 

Pauline Love Moore, step-daughter 
of Jesse James Moore, former head 
of the Harrisburg Legion of Decen- 
cy, had a part in the picture, so 
O’Rear threw a party for the news- 
Paper men, editorial as well as cri- 
ical, members of the legislature and 
Some of Miss Moore's personal 
friends. After the night show the 
Party adjourned to the auditorium 
and the film was previewed. 

Got plenty of newspaper and per- 
Sonal mention and gave the pix a 
Strong shove-off. 





os A 





Much for ‘Maytime’ 
Seattle. 
Topping greatest campaign for this 
burg in months, Fifth avenue went 
to town for ‘Maytime,’ currently 
shown. Local creation was the ‘May- 
time Wave,’ introduced in a flock 


of leading downtown beauty parlors. |- 


This was in the style of hair dress 
worn by Miss MacDonald. Beauty 
spots displayed placards telling about 
the wave and about the pix at the 
Fifth, while Berliner’s had special 
educational stunt for hairdressers, 
demonstrating the ‘Maytime,’ and re- 
ite coiffure as used in the pic- 
ure, 


Bon Marche helped with display 
in show window of dresses worn 
by the star, and had ‘May Time 
Sales’ throughout store. Rosaia Bros.. 
florists, put on a flower show in 
foyer of theatre and had window 
tiz-up. Andrew Saso, manager of 
theatre, was photoged receiving the 
prints in gold cans, from airplane 
that had rushed them to Seattle. This 
broke into the press for publicity. 
Vick’s distributed 300 dodgers to 
drug stores, bringing out Nelson Ed- 
dy’s singing of their theme song, 
‘Sweet Mystery.’ A perfume spray, 
‘April Shower,’ is being shot through 
the theatre at apropos spot in pix. 
Postcards were mailed to Ladies’ 
Musical club members stressing Ed- 
dy, who has been heard locally to 
capacity. Added thereto press, radio 
and lesser stunts. 

Due to local interest in wrestling 
and particularly in the mysterious 
‘Red Shadow,’ Manager Don Geddes 
of Orpheum used the wrestler of 
that cognomen for exhibition of 
holds and gouges, at opening day of 
‘Park Avenue Logger.’ Result, big 
opening. First time rassler appeared 
on stage at reg show in local thea- 
tre, in years. 





High ‘Horizon’ 
Buffalo. 

Good exploitation campaign was 
put on by Mark Freeland for ‘Lost 
Horizon’ roadshowing at the Er- 
langer. Editors went for column 
splashes over the ‘Hollywood open- 
ing’ premiere. Opening night Buf- 
falo got its first taste of outdoor 
cameras, kliegs and_ microphones 
with an unusual angle developing 
out of a sidewalk broadcast, after 
the performance, the amateur critics 
going into raves over the air for the 

benefit of the stay-at-homes. 


The ‘Hollywood’ feature was 
plugged over all local radio stations 
for days beforehand. Swell slogan 
was adopted for this, i.e., ‘Mutiply 
a favorable audience by the radio 
coefficient.” 

Another interesting angle was a 
tie-up with the silk-stocking clubs 
resulting in an ermine opening. By 
special afternoon meetings, clubs 
were promoted to purchase blocks of 
tickets for a premiere sell-out. 
Chamber of Commerce, Junior 
League, Studio Players, Lawyers 
University Club and even the ex- 
clusive Athletic and Buffalo Clubs 
went for the tie-up. 

Heavy mailing campaign com- 
bined with trucks, blow ups, heralds, 
postcards running into tens of thou- 
sands also utilized. A fantastic re- 
build of the theatre front above and 
below the mazquee finished up the 
job. 





Lobby Novelty 


Looking for something different 
and not too expensive for lobby 
work, one house is using the semi- 
caricature three sheet. Manager has 
acquired a set of heads of the stars 
he mostly plays up. Some were taken 
from old paper, but most had to be 
blown up from photographs and then 
colored. All are about the same size. 
These work with a special board, 
three sheet size, to which the heads 
can be affixed. Board is first cov- 
ered with white paper, off the ends 
of the newspaper rolls, and in bold 
strokes the artist adds bodies to 
these heads. Sometimes the bodies 
are in proportion, but they also can 
be foreshortened, made larger, wider 
or thinner. For ‘After the Thin Man 
for example, Powell’s body was 
merely one stroke for the torso and 
four lines for the arms and legs. 
The big idea is to be different. 

In spite of the fact they are very 
evidently home-made, these posters 
are getting more attention than the 
regulation threes had been doing, and 
while the idea probably will trail 
off after a time, the present appeal 
is so strong that the manager is 
planning to use the same idea for 
his newspaper and throwaway ads; 
a cut head with a drawn-in design. 
Figures on making it a sort of trade 
mark. If he does, he can dominate 
the page unless someone else copies. 

Stunt requires a sign man who can 
really draw, or else the co-operation 
of some outsid> artist, but it is almost 
always possible to locate someone 
who can give more than the con- 
ventional touch to the figures. And 
with this done the answer is effi- 
ciency with economy, since the heads 
can be used repeatedly. 





They Come Back 





Des Moines, March 30. 
It’s been many years since 
the old slide, ‘Ladies, 
Remove Your Hats,’ has been 
seen on a local theatre screen, 
but because of the increased 
number squawks starting 
this winter and increasing daily 
from ‘those behind,’ Tri-States 
Theatres is threatening to use 
the slides again. 


With the Easter bonnets 
either going horizontal or per- 
pendicular to establish a new 
‘high, wide and handsome’ rec- 
ord, theatre managers are tear- 
ing their fingernails for a subtle 
suggestion to the stylish sex. 


Please 


of 











Plugged Time’s Cancer 


Spartansburg, S. C. 

Playing up only one detail of a 
short subject the Carolina ‘went to 
t--.2’ so far as exploitation is con- 
cerned, recently—with cancer! 

Manager Bob Talbert noted the 
cancer section of the current March 
of Time feature and was so thor- 
oughly sold on its possibilities as a 
scientific subject that he went out 
forthwith to sell the public on the 
importance of seeing the film. He 
used newspaper and other publicity, 
appealed to medical men and nurses 
as well as average citizens, and 
chalked up a large gain in attend- 
ance during the two nights the sub- 
ject was shown. 

An cxposure of cancer cure rack- 
ets in the film attracted much at- 
tention in this large industrial sec- 
tion, long a stamping ground for 
fly-by-night quacks. The manner in 
which the feature was played up 
and shown attracted much comment 
and praise for the theatre. 


Talbert figured the cancer angle 
was the most valuable feature of 
the week — so far as the public 


good was concerned—and did a civic 
duty by selling that angle. Respons- 
ive newspaper publicity for which 
no charge was made took care of 
the balance of his show. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 





Denver. 

Recent managerial changes in the 
Fox Intermountain set-up: John Tay- 
lor, Salt Lake City, now city man- 
ager in Sheridan, Wyo., replacing 
William Fowers. Fowers now in 
Sterling. Colo., and Lee Crawford 
has been moved from Sterling to 
manage the Hiawatha in Denver. 
Roy Notheis is now manager of the 
Mayan. Notheis was manager of the 
Webber ever since it was built about 
18 years ago. Clarence Gelder, city 
manager at Delta, Colo., has re- 
signed to go to Montana, where he 
will be connected with the W. A. 
Simons Amusement Co. Replacing 
him in Delta is Don Dungan, who 
has been at LaJunta, Colo. Lou Wil- 
liams, formerly at the Mayan, Den- 
ver, is in LaJunta now. 


plete with entertainment, Kleig 
lights and all the trammings marked 
the opening of the club rooms of the 
Rocky Mountain Screen Club here 
on March 20. On the fourth floor of 
the Cosmopolitan hotel the rooms 
have been thoroughly remodeled and 
redecorated for the boys, and con- 
tain, among other things, a writing 
room, library and well-stocked and 
mocern bar. 

Fire occurring in the booth of the 
Grove theatre at Gering, Neb., after 
the last show was out, destroyed part 
of the equipment and_ severely 
burned the operator. 

T. B. Noble, former general man- 
ager for Westland Theatres, Inc., 
here, has opened his new State the- 
atre in Oklahoma City. 

Gibraltar Enterprises, Inc.. is re- 
modeling buildings in Santa Rita and 
Hurley, N. M., and the two new the- 
atres will be opened about May 1. 
Both houses will seat 500. 





Canton, O. 

H. E. Mc ‘anus for several years 
assistant manager of the Palace, 
Akron, named manager of the Al- 
len, inde house there. Succeeding 
McManus at the Palace will 
Dempsey Rice. 

Climaxing 12 years of theatre op- 
eration, C. A. MacDonald has an- 
nounced the opening, March 30. of 
the Westmont, a $125,000 suburban 
theatre at Columbus. 

Urling & Anderson, theatre op- 
erators, with headquarters at Wells- 
ville, have opened a new theatre at 
nearby Salineville. The house is all 
new and has been under construction 
since last year. It’s the towns only 
pix house. 





Philadelphia. 


shal Jacob Clinton said management 
was not at fault, trouble caused by 
defective drainage system in nearby 
building. 





Lincoln. 

Harry Schiller. who is buildin« 
the New Grand (850 seats) in Grand 
Island, Neb., this week entered into 
partnership with A. H. Blank’s Tri- 
States theatres and becomes city 
manager of the GI situation. His 
jurisdiction extends over the C: 
and Maiestic, and brings the c-7- 
petition down to a two-way pull. Tri- 
States and William Youngclaus (Em- 
press and Island). 





Ocean Park, Cal 
Dome theatre will be remodeled 
by Fox-West Coast. Improvemnts 
costing around $12,000. will include 
new marquee, remodeling of front 








and modernization of the interior. 








Regular Hollywood opening, com- | 





Fairmount theatre closed tem- 
porarily by seepage of water col- | 
lecting beneath it in a well used 


as a drain to city sewers. Fire Mar- | ; 
; omar, IS 


tei | 





St. Louis. 

Huckstep theatre, Bowling Green, 
Mo., has been torn down, giving way 
to the newly completed State. 

Opera House, Mount Sterling, IIL, 
renamed Brown. 

Mrs. F. Stanley has sold Opera 
House, California, Mo., to Henry J. 
Halloway of the Nash-Halloway 
Theatres Corp. 

Lew Berg has been appointed mgr. 
of sales for Metro Premiums in local 
territory. 

S. E. Pirtle, Jerseyville, Ill, has 
opened Bijou, Abington, Ill. 

Park, Valley Park, Mo. now a 500- 
seater. Charles Mound, owner. 

A. Bianchi, Charleston, Ill, and 
Frisina Amusement Co., headed by 
Dominick Frisina, Taylorville, IIl., 
have formed partnership for erection 
of $75,000 pix house at Charleston. 


Starr, Vandalia, Mo., has been 
taken over by Frisina Amusement 
Company. 

Construction has begun for new 


exchange bldg. for Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc., on film row, St. Louis. 





Indianapolis. 

With the naming of Malcolm Con- 
der as manager of the Ohio theatre 
by George Settos, operator, Indian- 
apolis has one of the youngest thea- 
tre managers in the country, Condon 
being only 18. Condon replaces Don 
Muchmore, who resigned 

George Settos, operator of the Ohio 
theatre here, has leased the Moose 
Opera House from the Moose Lodge 
at Linton, Ind. He is remodeling the 
800-seat house and installing modern 
equipment. This makes the fifth the- 
A4tre in the Settos chain. 





Los Angeles. 

Bob Rothafel has been shifted 
from the Fox Western to the Iris 
theatre as manager. He _ replaces 
Charles Gore, who quit to assume 
the management of the new El Rey, 
which Gore Bros. and Ramish 
opened. Joe Wade succeeds Rothafel 
at the Western. 





Greenville, S. C, 
Jefferson, pic house at Pickens, S. 
C., near here, damaged by fire last 
week. Building was only slightly 
damaged, but Manager Stephens suf- 
fered severe burns on his right hand. 





Spartanburg, S. C. 
Jack Headrick, manager of Strand, 
one of four local Wilby-Kincey 
houses, transferred to Carolina at 
Greenwood, S. C.,. as manager. 
Carolina observing 10th anniver- 
sary with special advertising splurge, 
etc. 
Oceanside, Cal. 
Fred W. Siegel, operating the Pal- 
taking over the recently 


‘ompleted Margo. Policy of latter 


| will be first and second runs. 





Des Moines. 
is opening a dis- 
the Old Colony 


Monogram Film 
tribution office in 


building here with F. E. Judd as 
manager. 
Spokane, Wash. 
Amateur nights have staged a 


comeback here. Two theatres start- 
ed them this week. 

James Keefe, assistant Orpheum 
manager, was third in a ‘most popu- 
lar Irishman’ contest conducted by 
the Press. 

Des Moines. 

City board has given avnroval to 
the construction of a $30.000 theatre 
building at 1343 E. 13th street. Elijah 
Lewis will be owner. 








Hays Office Effects 
Tie-In with News Synd. 
For WB’s ‘Pauper’ Pic 


Hays office has tied up for the first 
time with a newspaper syndicate in 
a semi-educational exploitation pro- 
gram which will bring special plugs 
and window displays in book stores 
throughout the U. S. Details have 
been worked out for ‘Prince and the 
Pauper,’ Warner Bros. feature 
for release in May. 


set 


Exploitation campaign is a 
endeavor whereby the New York 
Herald-Tribune books section will 
employ special Research Exhibit dis- 
plays in its Children’s Spring Book 
festival, which is sponsored by the 


joint 


syndicated feature and 100 book 
shops in 75 different cities of Ameri- 
ca. The three-panel displays are 


supplied through the Hays organiza- 
tion. 

That this is an indication of how 
far the film industry has traveled in 
recent years in grabbing the atten- 
tion of the nation’s youth is the 
claim of Haysians because the book 


festival obviously is aimed to in- 
terest juvenile readers. They also 
feel that it illustrates to what a 
high plane exploitation ideas have 


been lifted, since this campaign would 
intrigue younger generation into 
reading the classics. 


Living Poster 


Looking around for something 
different a small town hustler hit 
on the idea of a tableau repeating 
a scene still from the play to be 
advertised. He selected a pose with 


four figures, dressed a window in 
a furniture store to suggest the back- 
ground and arranged with members 
of an amateur dramatic club to do 
the posing. Then he advertised a 
Living Poster in the store window 
on a certain day and urged every- 
one to come and see a poster come 
to life. It really was a scene still 
and not a poster but the manager 
was not bothered by so small a 
technicality. 


In one corner of the window he 
set the still in a frame with the 
urge ‘watch this come to life.’ Every 
few minutes the players at a signal 
would rise from the chairs in which 
they had been seated, strike the pose 
of the still, hold it for 30 seconds 
and then break the pose. They re- 
sumed their seats and their con- 
versation, letting the gazers gawk, 
and even the few who went past 
the window without stopping were 
attracted by the unusual sight of 
people in the window and caught 
the message from the streamers 
across the top. Most, however, not 
only watched one pose but hung 
around for a repeat to see if they 
did it the same way again. 

That was the real trick of staging 
the stunt. The actors had been re- 
hearsed for several hours to strike 
the exact poses, positions were 
marked for each player, and they 
were taught not to strike the pose 
until the leader gave the signal, 
when they all snapped into the ex- 
act position required. It was this 
which contributed most to the 
effect. 

Worked so well the store keeper 
wants a repeat. 


Down Easters 


New Haven. 

Ben Cohen went contest-crazy for 
a series of plugs on ‘Rembrandt’ at 
the College. First was a large cut 
of happily-married film couples 
mixed up around a central photo of 
Laughton and Elsa Lanchester. Oak- 
leys went to those who matched up 
the couples. Next was a ‘Women in 
their lives’ contest. Several famous 
men in history were named and 
prizes given for first ten correct an- 
swers giving names of women who 


had outstanding effects on their 
lives. 
Third was a coloring contest on 


Laughton stills. Fourth was a jig- 
saw of a famous Rembrandt paint- 
ing. with Oakleys for pasting it to- 
gether correctly. Final contest was 
publication of a group of stills from 
various Laughton pix with prizes for 
identification of films. 

Bob Russell landed a previously 
inaccessible spot on mezzanine of 
the Taft, hostelry, with a blowup of 
Grace Moore for ‘When You're in 
Love’ at Poli’s. A window display 
tied in with opening of a photo gal- 
lery also drew attention. Best stunt 
in campaign was a jingles contest in 


daily paper. Idea was to submit 
nutty things people do when thev're 
in love One winner was ‘When 
You're in Love—you scratch your 
pancakes and butter your back.’ Spe- 
cified that answers must include 


film’s title. 
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Pictures are good and getting better all the time...people have money and 


they’re spending it for entertainment...and National Screen Service is always 
in the background with a seat-selling trailer for every picture you play. Its 
service organization (more than 900 strong) watches every booking... 
checks every playdate...making assurance doubly sure that a showman- 
ship trailer is on your screen at the right time every time. That’s why 


NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 
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Con Labs’ Walkout Crystallizes. 


-_——+ 





CHI NABES ADV. 


IA Intention to Unionize Workers: “NOSIT-DOWNS 


Reported the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
may step into the laboratory situa- 
tion and organize this group of 
workers in defiance of the strike 
pulled on Consolidated Film labs in 
Ft. Lee, N. J., by a recently formed 
independent union, Motion Picture 
Workers’ Union, which has no af- 
filiation with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. If taking any action 
in the matter, the I. A. T. S. E. no 
doubt would force itself into the 
laboratory picture through the Film 
Technicians, Local No. 69, an affiliate 
of the A.F.L. 

This local union has done little 
toward organizing the lab workers 
and, in fact, is presently in the hands 
of the LA., rather than having lo- 
cal autonomy. 

The Motion Picture Workers’ 
union a few months ago absorbed 
the Film Exchange Employees’ union 
which made a futile effort to or- 
ganize film exchange people and had 
intended to line up the lab workers. 

All companies having lab work 
done by Consolidated Film reported 
their prints coming through without 
delay. Besides some of the news- 
reels, Universal, Metro (for exports), 
RKO and Grand National use this 
company’s laboratories. 


Herbert J. Yates’ Consolidated 
Film lab is working 40% of ca- 


pacity, but the strike staged last 
week is not expected to tie up re- 
lease points. 

After the walkout of the lab 
workers, who are demanding a 25% 
increase in wages and a 40-hour 
week, the Consolidated plant man- 
aged to get enough help to continue 
operating at 40% of normal the fol- 
lowing day. Position taken by dis- 
tributor representatives is that they 
must get their prints, as needed, 
and that it’s up to Consolidated to 
see that they do. Consolidated lab 
so far is delivering. 





Rocky Mt. Unionzation 
Denver, March 30. 

Exchange employees here and in 
Salt Lake City are being organized 
by representatives of the IATSE, and 
both groups have applied for an 
American Federation of Labor char- 
ter. George Brayfield, stage hand, 
Denver, international representative 
of IATSE. is spending considerable 
time in Salt Lake City, where some 
opposition has been encountered, the 
CIO sentiment having shown up 
there. Here R. E. Sturdevant, mo- 
tion picture projectionist, is acting 
as Brayfield’s deputy, and meetings 
will be held this week to take fur- 
ther action. 

It is planned here not only to 
unionize exchange employees, but to 
start corralling all unorganized the- 
atre employees as soon as the ex- 
change job is done. The exchange 
plan calls for unionization of all ex- 
change employees who wish to join. 
No demands as to hours and wages 
have been formulated, nor have offi- 
cers been elected. 


F-WC BUY OF WARNER 
PIX MULLED ON COAST 








Los Angeles, March 30. 

Before pulling out for New York 
last weekend, Gradwell Sears and S. 
Charles Einfeld sat in with Charles 
P. Skouras and other Fox-West 
Coast film execs for preliminary dis- 
Cussion of circuit’s buy of Warners’ 
Product for the new season. 

Deal will be negotiated later in 
the spring in New York. Also sit- 
ting in here on the powwow were 
N. H. (Jack) Brower, WB's western 
Sales chief, and W. E. Calloway, 
local branch manager. 


GN GOES CONSOLIDATED 


Grand National has signed a pact 
whereby its laboratory work will be 
done in the future by Consolidated 
Film Industries. Agreement was 
Made on the Coast, according to re- 
Ports received here. GN formerly 
but lab work through Pathe Films, 
Presumably because of old affiliation 
With First Division. 











Windsor, Ont., Refunds 


When Power Lines Fail 





Detroit, March 30. 

Severe sleet storm here last week 
played havoc with theatres in Wind- 
sor, across the river in Ontario, and 
houses missed final shows Wednes- 
day night (24), when town’s hydro 
power plant failed. 

Rain checks were passed out at 
100,000-pop town’s theatres, but lone 
vaudfilmer, the Palace, rigged up an 
auxiliary lighting system which al- 


lowed presentation of vaude, but no | 


flicker. 


Joe Bernhard 


Makes It Plain 
He's Agin’ Duals 








Always antagonistic toward double 
features, Joseph E. Bernhard, 
Warner Bros. theatre head, just be- 
fore he sailed for Europe Saturday 
(27), left behind him some salient 
opinions on the matter, the first he 
has officially rendered. He calls 
duals ‘a shot in the arm’ for some 
houses but points out that they 
eventually lose their stimulus, with 
grosses in time falling back to the 
single feature levels. 

Bernhard cited that the studios 
blame the exhibitors and that the 
theatre operators blame the manu- 
facturing plants but that aside from 
this public opinion is swaying 
against twin bills as indicated by 
number of phone calls asking the- 
atres what time the No. 1 feature 
goes on: This would indicate, in 
Bernhard’s opinion, that the public 
is getting wise to the fact that the 
No. 2 feature is no bargain. 

Promising to give the dual evil 
serious consideration on his return 
from Europe May 1, Bernhard mean- 
time suggests the solution may be a 
new -type of film half-way between 
the feature and short, a three or 
four-reel picture built around short 
story classics, historical characters, 
etc. 


NO MO. CENSORSHIP; 
NEB. KAYOES PIX RAPS 


Oppose Mo. Censorship 
St. Louis, March 30. 

Members of Better Films Council 
of St. Louis and St. Louis County, 
representatives of MPTOA and lead- 
ers of various women club organi- 
zations voiced protest against pro- 
posed state motion pix censorship 
bill introduced in state legislature 
by Representative Hess of St. Louis. 
Protestors appeared at public hear- 
ing on measure and asserted they 
were satisfied with cooperative policy 
through which Better Films Councils 








eliminate undesirable films from 
screens in local territory. Fred 
Wehrenber, pres. of MPTOA of 


Eastern Missouri and Southern Il- 
linois also attended session. 
Neb. K. O.’s Pix Raps 
Lincoln, March 30. 

Axe fell on film legislation here 
in short order this week. Biggest re- 
lief for the exhib was the killing of 
the 10% b.o. tax and the 10% gross 
film rental measures fathered by 
Senator Tracy Frost. Although the 
latter is aimed at the distribs, their 
contracts let them out and pass the 
tag right on to the exhibs. 

Next to get lopped out of the run- 
ning was Senator Charles Tvrdik’s 
bill asking installation of toilets in 
all booths not already so equipped 
in Nebraska. Heard before the labor 
committee, it was ousted without a 
dissenting vote. Sole remaining mea- 
sure to keep lobbyists busy is the 
$1,000 annual license fee bill for 








% two-day basis, 





Carrying Their Double-Fea- 
turing Antipathy to the 


Public—One Theatre Bal- 
} 


lyhoos Triples 


QUITE A TIFF 


Chicago, March 30 
What looks like the start of a 


gen- 


eral campaign by a number of the | 


indie nabe exhibitors to do away 
with double features is under way, 
the exhibitors now having begun a 
battle among themselves, instead of 
a wrangle between exhibitors, cir- 
cuits and distributors. 

Those exhibs who still believe that 
single bills are the only legitimate 
policy are going direct to the public 
in an effort to convince the cus- 
tomers that singles are more to the 
public interest than twin features. 
While the circuits and the exchanges 
also are shrugging the advertising 
angle off as immaterial, there is no 
question that there is growing un- 
rest throughout the film business 
locally over the advertising infer- 
ence. Industry leaders are afraid of 
the consequences, fearing any move 
that might reveal to the public any 
internal strife in the film business. 
The leaders feel that policy wrangles 
should be kept within the trade. 

But the exhibs who are getting 
the push-around on the double fea- 

(Continued on page 65) 


BLANK AND PAR 
PERMANENTLY 
50%, PARDS 


Deal has been closed making A. H. 
Blank a permanent 50% partner with 
Paramount in the midwestern Tri- 
States circuit as a substitute for the 
previous arrangement under which 
Par held a buy-back privilege, as in 
other partnerships. 

The new deal not only embraces 
the Tri-States group of 45 theatres 
but also takes in the Central States 
circuit of around 20 houses in Iowa 
and Illinois which up to now had 
not been a part of the 50-50 partner- 
ship between Par and Blank. 

About six months ago the Par 
partnership with Karl Hoblitzelle 
and Bob O’Donnel!l over Texas the- 
atres was placed on a permanent 
basis. 


BRANDT-INDIES’ INJ. 
SUIT VS. CHAINS DUE 


Hearing on the injunction 











action 


brought by Harry Brandt and 33 
other indie motion picture’ ops 
against Loew’s and other first-run 


houses is scheduled for today (Wed.) 
before N. Y. Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Ernest Hammer. 

The ops are seeking to prevent 
the defendants from running pic- 
tures on a divided week of five and 
instead of four and 
three-day schedule, in accordance 
to present agreement. Other de- 
fendants include Metro, Paramount, 
Columbia, Universal, Big-U Film 
Exchange and United Artists. 





distributors, and included in it, the 
paragraphs providing that it shall 
be illegal for any exhib to be over- 
bought at the expense of another in 
the same situation. 





| State and Grauman’s Chinese the- 
atres, day-dating, will play single 
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Pat Casey Anticipates No Studio 


Labor Demands at Parleys Next Wk. 


L. A. Ace Day-Daters 
In 4th Week of Solos: 


Los Angeles, March 30. 
For fourth straight week, Loew’s 


feature policy for the stanza starting 
(31). 

New solo film will be ‘Lloyds of 
London,’ (20th), following week of | 
same company’s ‘Seventh Heaven,’ 
and two weeks of Metro’s ‘Maytime.’ | 





WB Joins Par, MG 
In Operating On 
Its Own Abroad 


Warner Bros. may be the third 
of the big major producer-distribu- 
tors to enter theatre operation 
abroad, Paramount and Metro be- 
ing the only companies which are 
engaged in exhibition in Europe. 

With the thought of organizing a 
circuit of its own abroad, Joseph E. 
Bernhard, Warner v. p. over the- 
atres, sailed Saturday (27) for Lon- 
don. He will meet Harry M. 
Warner and Sam E. Morris there 
and together with them, Bernhard 





will look the ground over in 
Britain, France, Scandinavia and 
possibly other countries. 


Warners believes it advisable to 
control its own theatres abroad to 
guarantee proper outlet of the com- 
pany’s product, in view of the fact 
that the Teddington London studios 
have been enlarged to increase pro- 
duction capacity. It is now more 
imperative than before that WB set 
itself up in exhibition on the other 
side. 

Warner, Bernhard and Morris 
will be back in five or six weeks. 
Warner and Morris went over about 
three weeks ago, landing in Italy 
first. Toward the end of May, 
Warner and Morris may go to Aus- 
tralia to check distribution and con- 
sider theatres there. 


MINN. DIVORCEMENT 
BILL LOOKS KAYOED 


Minneapolis, March 30. 

Theatre divorcement bill which 
would compel the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Publix) to dispose of its 87 
theatres in Minnesota apparently is 
having tougher sledding in the state 
legislature than a similar measure 
experienced in North Dakota, where 
it now is a law. Present indications 
are that it only has a 50-50 chance 
to pass. 

After a public hearing last week, 
the senate general legislation com- 
mittee deferred a vote on it until 
this week. Although Publix insists 
that the measure is unconstitutional, 
it is opposing its passage and L. J. 
Ludwig and Theodore Hays of its 
executive staff, and Joseph Finley, 
its counsel, appeared at the hearing 
and urged its defeat. W. A. Steffes, 
who is leading the national. Allied 
fight to bring about divorcement 
throughout the country, and H. M. 
Richey, national Allied secretary, 
Detroit, told the committee the law 
is necessary to prevent independent 
exhibitors from being forced out 
of business. 

The lower House civil administra- 
tion committee voted unanimously 
to recommend the bill for passage 
after hearing W. A. Steffes and S. 
D. Kane, Northwest Allied execu- 
tive secretary, speak in its behalf. 
But it later decided not to report 
it out until after another hearing 
when John J. Friedl, Publix general 
manager, will be heard. 

No independent exhibitor or any- 








body else has come to bat for the 


Any for 
changes in working conditions among 


demands increases or 
the five international unions, unde: 
the studio basic agreement, are not 
expected to be served on the pro- 


ducer -group represented by Pat 
Casey prior to meetings scheduled 
to begin next Monday (5). These 


meetings will be conducted at Casey’s 
office in New York. Casey came on 
from the Coast Friday (26) to be 


on hand for the parleys and to con- 
sider any angles that may be pre- 
supposed in connection with the 
five-year basic agreement. 

At the moment the producers 
have no inkling as to what the five 
internationals may ask for this year 
nor whether any action may be 
taken in line with inclusion of the 
Screen Actors’ Guild under the 
basic agreement. It is expected, 
however, that this matter will be 
discussed at the meetings starting 
next week. 


C10 DISCUSSION 
FOR STUDIOS 





Hollywood, March 30. 

Empire projectionists, operators 
for small indie houses, and classified 
by IATSE as outlaws, are flooding 
studios with notices of a meeting to 
be held April 1 to discuss affiliation 
with the Committee for Industrial 
Organization. 

Dick Coleman, CIO rep from De- 


troit, said he is taking no cognizance 


of the gathering. In reference to 
vertical union for all studio workers, 
Coleman said it was possible but 
would require majority strength of 
workers to organize. Coleman also 
stated that he is here to consider 
applications of organized groups 
seeking affiliation with CIO. 


Report Shows RKO 
Reduced Its Debts 
- $4,216,356 to Date 


The debts of RKO and its subsids 
were reduced by $4,216,356 from 
July, 1934, to Dec. 31, 1936, accord- 
ing to the report filed Saturday (27) 
with the N. Y. Federal Court by the 
Irving Trust Co., as trustee, in bank- 
ruptecy, for the organization. The 
report showed that $7,265,696 was 
liquidated during this time. Of this 
amount the bond and note issue of 
$6,950,529 was loaned to subsids on 
new notes, A digest of the report 
follows: 

The theatre operating subsidiaries 
reported a gross income of $1,900,000 
for 1936 over 1935. The net subsid 
profit report was $1,414,886 for 1936 
as against $87,065 for 1935. RKO 
Radio Pictures Corp. showed a profit 
of $1,088,386 as against $777,183 in 
1935, 

However, RKO Pathe Pictures, 
Inc., losses were $195,051 in 1936 as 
against $187,936 in 1935. Total 
claims filed against the corporation 
amounted to $55,121,179. Many of 
these have been settled for consider- 
ably less. 

The cash reserve increased from 
$4,696,904 in 1934 to $7,955,974 in 
1936. The consolidated net profits 
of RKO and all its subsidiaries 
jumped over a million during 1936 
over 1935. 











bill now before the House civil ad- 
ministration committee aimed to 
knock out zoning and protection. It 
will be given a hearing this week, 
but indications are that it will die 
in committee. It requires exchanges 
to release all pictures at the same 
time to theatres charging the same 
admission and to base rertals on 
seating capacities of showhouses as 
well as time of releases. 
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“Lavish ... massive... original . . . spectacular music 
by McHugh and Adamson bound to catch on over the 
radio and with the bandmasters...an eye-filling show 


with lots of funny gags! You will enjoy all of it” ! 
Herald Tribune 


“A lavish and glittering song and dance show... nothing 
less than intriguing...an elaborate finale of ‘Jamboree’ 
.-- tuneful and eye-filling”’! .. New York Journal 


“Top of the Town is so damn big it takes your breath 
away! If it doesn’t knock your imagination’s eye out, 
nothing ever will”! . » New York Post 


“Comedians galore, dancers ad infinitum, more than 
enough singers of hot songs... gags by the yard... 


---@ big production”! 
- » Daily News 


“A rare film! . . fresh and frothy entertainment... 
What a show!..as exhilarating a spring tonic as the 


current films provide ... it never lets you down”! 
. » New York American 


“This musical is one of the most elaborate ever staged 
in Hollywood ... colorful, tuneful and amusing... 
staggeringly big, handsome and elaborate ... fans 


who see it will applaud ... it’s highly entertaining”! 
. « Daily Mirror 


“Admirable departure from routine musicomedies. It 
seems to have the variety of pop entertainment that 
will get the crowd... A lavish show that will be rated 
tops in any town”! : . Film Daily 


“Colossal filmusical! Overwhelming! Entertainment in 
diversified profusion”! . . Daily Variety 
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THE ROXY BUSINESS! 
IT TURNED GOOD FRI- 
DAY INTO GREAT FRIDAY! 
IT TURNED EASTER SAT- 
URDAY AND SUNDAY 
INTO THE BIGGEST 
HOLIDAY JAM IN 
YEARS! 














“Ss 


=~ aw Pr -t ee i a 


| 


3 
li 
N 
hi 
v 
B 
H 
v 
" 
cl 
h 
Pp 








a 


Wednesday, March 31, 1937 


————— 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 29 











Sex Film Spieler and Model 
In His Pitch on Trial in Mpls. 


¢ 








Minneapolis, March 30. 


Although Robert Marcus, sex lec- 
turer at the Savoy theatre, pur- 
ported to be an authority on the 
subject, he admitted on the witness 
stand in municipal court here that 
he never had heard of Havelock 
Ellis. Marcus and Margaret O’Keen, 
model, used by the former in illus- 
trating his sex lecture, were on trial 
charged with disorderly conduct. Po- 
lice morals squad officers who raided 


the theatre alleged that the Marcus | 


lecture was obscene and the un- 
draped posing of Miss O’Keen in- 
decent. 

The Marcus - O’Keen exhibition 
was given in conjunction with a 
nudist and sex film for men only. 
During the trial Judge F. B. Wright 
also cleared the courtroom of all 
women. 

Robert Vaughn Hollis, who alter- 
nated with Marcus on the lecture 
platform, testified that he was ‘a 
doctor of naturopathy’ in Indiana 
and his title ‘professor’ was only an 
honorary. one. He admitted under 
cross-examination being a ‘graphol- 
ogist,’ one who ‘delineates character’ 
by handwriting, having worked in 
that capacity at the Minnesota State 
Fair. 

.Miss O’Keen admitted that she 
had signed an application for relief 
and that she had her husband ar- 
rested recently on an assault and 
battery charge. She stated in her 
testimony that she possessed a per- 
fectly formed body. 

Leo McHale, assistant city attor- 
ney, described the booklet sold in 
the theatre ‘mere pornography, put 
out by pitchmen in the sticks.’ 

John Groza, a tailor near the the- 
atre,. testified he had dropped into 
the showhouse ‘three or four times 
just to rest and be amused at com- 
ments of customers around him and 
at revelations concerning sex, which 
I studied in Hungary 40 years ago.’ 
He asserted that the filmy garment 
worn by Miss O’Keen was ‘too much 
for a dancer.’ He also testified that 
he had taught dancing with Ned 
Wayburn and ‘other masters’ and 
when they taught pupils were ‘in 
the raw.’ 

Judge Wright took the case under 
advisement. 


Philly’s Fire Inspec 


Philadelphia, March 30. 

Immediate inspection of city’s 155 
theatres was ordered Friday (26) by 
Fire Marshal Jacob Clinton after an 
accumulation of gas, seeping in from 
sewers, was discovered in basement 
of Fairmount theatre. House was 
closed until repairs made. 

With recent Texas school blast in 
mind, Clinton said his inspectors 
will look particularly for such leaks. 
City’s new gas detector will be used 
to ferret out odorless fumes. Clinton 
said his men will also check fire- 
preventive measures being used in 
projection rooms. 











Legal Battle Over Dress 


Designs in Par’s ‘Moon’ 
Miriam Bouslogue, dress designer, 
33 East 57th_Street, N. Y., filed suit 
last week in VU. S. District Court, 
N. Y., against Paramount Pictures, 
Inc., for infringement of dresses 
worn by Margaret Sullavan and 
Beulah Bondi in ‘The Moon’s Our 
Home.’ Plaintiff claims two gowns 
which she named ‘Haile Selassie’ and 
‘The Nun's Robe,’ were her brain 
children and Par did not even give 
her credit. Instead Helen Taylor, of 
Paramount's staff, was awarded the 


dress design credit line, the plaintiff 
avers. 


The Leo Whites’ Twins 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Twin boys, each with a different 
birthday, were born to Mrs. Leo 
White, wife of the Warners contract 
Player, here. 
One lad was born at 11:58 p.m. 


March 26 and the other at 12:27 a.m. 
next day. 








VEIDT’S COMEBACK TRY 
Hollywood, March 30. 

Conrad Veidt, German actor 
Silent pictures, is leaving Berl 
Shortly for Hollywood to attempt a 
Comeback in films. 
Veidt is being offered to local .stu- 
dios by Abraham Lehr. 
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|features and audience games. 
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LOEW’S FINDINGS 





Audience Poll Indicates Trend to 


Single Pix 

Loew circuit poll of its houses in 
Greater New York, which is now 
nearing completion, shows a trend 
among readers of its Movie-Goer, 
monthly fan mag, away from double 
Re- 
plies received to date represent the 
opinions of 100,000 or more theatre- 
goers patronizing the Greater N. Y. 
circuit, according to Oscar Doob, 
Loew’s advertising-publicity chief. 

Though votes received thus far in- 
dicate a trend towards solo features, 
vast majority still want two and a 
half to three and a half hour shows. 
Actual vote to date shows about as 
many favoring bank nights, screeno, 
etc., as those oppositing it. 


FREUCHEN’S SIBERIAN 
MISSION; PIX ANGLE 


Moscow, March 15. 

Peter Freuchen, Danish explorer 
who authored ‘Eskimo,’ has been in- 
vited to discover Siberia by the 
Soviet government in the’ hope that 
he will come out with a book which 
will bring Hollywood in as a build- 
er-upper. 

Inventor has been invited to spend 
10 months moseying around at gov- 
ernment expense. He was about to 
go to Hollywood to talk over an 
actor-author deal when the Russian 
offer came through. 

Having lost one leg in the Arctic, 
Freuchen is still a sucker for any- 
thing below freezing. 


Det. Rules Out Screeno 


Detroit, March 30. 

In a suit brought by United De- 
troit Theatres against Colonial The- 
atrical Enterprises, Judge Henry C. 
Nicol Friday (26) declared screeno 
used in the Colonial and numerous 
other houses here to be a lottery 
and a violation of state gambling 
laws. 

The suit asked for an injunction 
restraining the Colonial theatre from 
using the device. Judge Nicol said 
he would issue the injunction as 
soon as the request is made on the 
basis of his ruling. The UD circuit 
brought the suit, as operators of the 
State theatre (located on Woodward 
avenue with the Colonial), claiming 
to be suffering greatly from the 
screeno at the Colonial. 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, March 30. 

William Whitney upped to director 
at Republic, after serving as cutter 
and assistant director. 

Option on Claire Trevor has been 
picked up by 20th-Fox, marking her 
fourth year as a featured player on 
that lot. 

Warners picked up option on June 
Travis. : 

Eric Hatch had his writing option 
lifted by Hal Roach. Studio also took 
an option on screen rights to Hatch’s 
next novel, untitled. 

Seton I. Miller draws a new two- 
year contract as writer at Warners. 

Edwin Olmstead, former publicity 
head of Columbia, tagged to writer 
pact at 20th-Fox. 

Dolly Haas, Viennese 
termed at Columbia. 

Universal lifted option on Harold 
Adamson, song writer. } 

Cameron Rogers has been signa- 
tured to a writers contract at War- 
ners. First assignment is scripting 
‘White Rajah.’ ; 

Metro retagged Slavko Vorkapich, 
who did the musical pictorial mon- 
tage in collaboration with Herbert 
Stothart on ‘Maytime.’ ; 

Republic picked up its option on 
Phil Regan. 

Sol Lesser ticketed Paul Kelly to 
termer for Principal Pictures. 

Matthew Bolton has his acting con- 
tract extended at Metro. Studio also 
hoisted option on Dick Winslow, 
actor. 

John Morley received term acting 

















actress, 


| 





Now Booko—Not Banko 


Philadelphia, March 30. 

New theatre premium stunt, mod- 
eled on lines of those now being 
used by newspapers, hit town last 
week. Robert F. Bogatin, local at- 
torney, devised i* to circumvent any 
possibility of illegality. William 
Goldman’s 56th St. theatre will give 
it first whirl on April 8. 

Patrons are presented with a book 


on certain ‘book nights.’ 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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contract at RKO after his debut in | 


‘Too Many Wives.’ 

Donald Henderson Clark got new 
writing contract at Metro and has 
joined Michael Fessier’s unit. 

TITLE CHANGES 

Hollywood, March 30. 
‘Blazing Glory’ will be release 
le of Warners western starring 





in | Dick Foran, filmed as ‘Miracle Moun- 
| tain.’ 


Warners has condensed title of its 
feature. ‘The Life of Emile Zola, 
to eliminate first three words. 


| 





FOX-W.C. CLOSES 
FOR HUFFMAN’S 
DENVER 7 


Denver, March 30. 
months of negotia- 





Culminating 


tions, Fox Intermountain Theatres, 
'Inc., has taken over the seven the- 
atres in Denver operated by Harry 
| Huffman. The new operating com- 
pany for the Fox Denver houses 
will be the Fox Greater Theatres, 


Inc., which is wholly owned by Fox 
Intermountain. 

Huffman has been given a long- 
term contract, and will be city man- 
ager. Gerald Whitney, recently city 
manager, has been upped to manager 
of the northern district, comprising 
northern Colorado and Wyoming. 

The deal gives Fox entrance into 
the first run-situation in Denver for 
the first time, although long having 
the only second-run housés in the 
city. Fox now has a dozen houses 
in Denver—a third of the total now 
operating. 

The Huffman houses taken over 
by Fox include the Denver, Para- 
mount, Aladdin and Broadway, all 
first-run, and the Tabor, Rialto and 
Bluebird. Fox already had in Den- 
ver the Webber, Mayan, Ogden, Hi- 
awatha and the Isis. Two of the first- 
runs in Denver are not controlled 
by Fox—the Denham and the Orph. 

In the first-run situations Fox will 
have under contract films from Uni- 
versal, 20th Century-Fox, Columbia, 
Warner Bros., United Artists and 
Gaumont-British. 

Fox now has 60 theatres in the 
territory, with headquarters here. 
Fox took a 10-year lease on the 
houses acquired from Huffman, and 
it was necessary to sign five con- 
tracts for the various properties. 
The Bluebird and Aladdin were 
leased from the Aladdin Theatre 
Corp., controlled by Huffman; the 
Paramount and Denver were leased 
direct from the owners, the 15th St. 
Realty Co. and the 16th St. Realty 
Co., respectively, and the Tabor from 
the Bi-Metallic Investment Co.; the 
Rialto from the Joslin Dry Goods 
Co: the Broadway from the Cosmo- 
politan Hotel Co. The leases for the 
Tabor, Rialto and Broadway were 
assigned by General Theatres Corp. 
— Huffman controlled—to the Fox 
company. 

Rick Ricketson will continue as 
division manager as well as presi- 
dent of the Fox operating companies. 
Other officers include Albert J. 
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Loose Co. from AT&T Chase Bank 
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Rocky Mt. Screen Club 
Formally Opens in Denv. 


Denver, March 30. 
New clubrooms of the Rocky 
Mountain Screen Club _ formally 
opened. City and state officials were 
present as well as theatre and film 


men, more than 500 in all. 

The Cosmopolitan hotel quarters 
were remodeled for the boys and 
are of modernistic design. There is 
a large reception hall, lounging 
room, cardroom and ~bar. RCA 


donated a Magic Eye radio for the 
rooms; Graham Bros. Theatre Sup- 
ply gave the furniture for the bar- 
room; and the National Theatre Sup- 
ply, the furniture for the writing 
room. The new club rooms being in 
the Cosmopolitan will probably make 
the hotel the headquarters for out- 
of-town theatre 
in Denver. 
Officers of the club are Harry Go- 
lub, president; Chester Bell, v.p.; 
Harry Goodridge, treas.; and Ross 
Bluck, sec. Jack Langan is chairman 
of the house committee. More than 
100 have joined the club already. 


and film men while 


Cleve. Exhibs Favor 
Auto-Parking Meters 
As Stimulant to B. 0. 


Cleveland, March 30. 

Theatre exhibitors are approving 
project to install auto-parking meters 
on main drags here, on theory that 
it will bring more film-goers by 
eliminating parking problem. With 
only four dissenting votes, city coun- 
cil also passed the ordinance to es- 
tablish zones for meters. 

In downtown area a total of 2,209 
meters will be set up in the next 
two months. Outlying theatrical sec- 
tions and business corners to get 
2,000 more. Five-cent machines al- 
low 30 minutes of parking, earning 
city a revenue of $100 per year, on 
each one. Some exhibs are campaign- 
ing for one-hour parking for a dime 
or 15c., saying a half hour isn’t 
enough to see a film. 


Jap Pic Actor to H’wood 


Tokyo, March 9. 
Koaru Nakano, w.k. local motion 
picture actor, expects to leave for 
the U. S. next month on a visit to 
the studios. 
Wants to pick up some pointers. 











Gould, secretary, 
treasurer, Directors are Spyros 
Skouras, chairman of the _ board; 
Ricketson, Weiner, Henry C. Van 
Schaack and Arthur Bosworth. 
Policies of the houses acquired 
will remain the same at present, and 
th2 personnel of the Huffman organi- 
zation will be retained. William 
Agren, Fox booker, will book the 


and I. Weiner, 





Denver houses. 





Now Looks Certain Pix Biz Won't 
Further Contest the 27, Tax Thing 





by attorneys for distributors as to 
whether to seek a reargument or 
petition for a writ of certiorari in 
the N. Y. city 2% tax case, present 
sentiment seems to be against carry- 


ing the action further. Since the 
N. Y. Court of Appeals upheld the 
tax on film rentals in the United 
Artists test action, other distributors 
serving New York City must either 
further combat this decision by 
seeking reargument, taking it to 
the highest court, or pay the tax. 

Final decision by _ distribution 


carry the battle further probably 
will depend on the extent of penal- 
ties that may be asked by the city 
for failure to pay on time. If no 
added penalties are asked, the com- 
panies will probably vote to drop 
further legal action and pay up. 
Latest estimates are that more 


sessment has been paid right along 





by the exhibitors. Distributors, ex- 


company legal staffs on whether to | 


than $1,000,000 now is due from the | 


While no decision has been made; cepting U. A. which paid under 











protest, have held the money in 
escrow, pending settlement of the 
court action. 

Hike in admission prices is not 
considered likely since exhibitors 
figure that this tax would amount to 
about 1%%. Figured on a 20c. ad- 
mission this would amount to about 
1 mill. 

Latest estimates are that the tax 
currently is running about $500,000 
annually, being based on the theory 
that gross rentals in New York City 
will total $25,000,000 annually. This 
in turn is based on the supposition 
that rentals average 20% to 25% of 
gross take. 





Col. Readies ‘Regards’ 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Columbia is readying ‘With Kind- 


Washington, March 30. 

Refinancing plan by which Educa- 
tional Pictures, Inc., expects to 
wrench loose from financial over- 
lordship of American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. and Chase National 
Bank, besides obtaining cash to ex- 
pand operations, was submitted to 
U. S. Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission Friday (26). 

Proposing moves which will bring 
about $3,800,000 into the till, man- 
agement asked Federal permit to 
peddle 150,000 shares of $5 par con- 
vertible preferred and issue to in- 
siders 499,729 shares of $1 common. 
Anticipated eventual yield is $3,833,- 
900, of which more than $600,000 will 
go to creditors and $149,000 will be 
used for purchase of a new produc- 
ing unit, Skibo Productions, Ince. 

Indication that Educational con- 
templates entry into the feature field 
and may reengage in distribution on 
national scale was seen in details of 
the registration statement. Noting 
that bulk of business has been in 
shorts and non-theatricals and dis- 
tribution has been handled by 20th 
Century-Fox, management told the 
Government that undecided amount 
of the new capital will be used to 
finance production of features and 
other corporate purposes. Papers 
pointed out that the distribution pact 
with 20th Century-Fox, expiring 
July 31, 1938, may not be renewed. 
No further details were forthcoming 
about potential expansion, however. 

The money to be used for retiring 
present indebtedness will virtually 
cut all strings held by Electrical 
Research Products, Inc., and Chase. 
Explaining $610,332 is to be devoted 
to discharging obligations, manace- 
ment said $315,582 is earmarked for 
notes held by ERPI, $264,753 will go 
to Chase, while RCA and Finefilm, 
Inc., will receive $16,055 and $13,991, 
respectively. 

Expansion 


The balance of the revenues pre- 
ferred sale will be devoted to ex- 
pansion, Advances planned are 
$350,000 to Educational Productions 
far 40 two-reelers skedded for 1937- 
38; $25,000 to Atlantic Pictures Corp., 
to buy old features and turn out 
new, and $25,000 to $50,000 to Educa- 
tional Films Corp., for exploitation 
of the 16 mm. and non-theatrical 
fields. 

The $2,618,990 which the company 
expects to raise from common to be 
issued under warrants to present 
stockholders, underwriters and Earle 
W. Hammons, president, is all slated 
for production and other operating 
expenses, including work in 16 mm, 
field. Papers said much of this part 
of the proceeds may be used for 
manufacture of features, although no 
concrete program was sketched. 

Only the preferred is going on the 
market. The common will be with- 
held, 150,000 shares being ticketed 
for conversion of the new $5 pre- 
ferred; 89,730 shares being swapped 
for 8% preferred, on 5 to 1 basis; 
5,000 shares going as part payment 
for stock of Skibo Productions, and 
the balance being reserved for satis- 
faction of warrants to insiders. 

The Skibo transaction will involve 


(Continued on page 67) 


Buff’s Banko Woes 


Buffalo, March 30. 


Shea’s Kensington, local nabe, has 
been sued in City Court by Betty 
Stiller, who claims that her name 
was drawn on bank nite last month 
to win $105, and that the prize was 
refused her because she was under 
16 when she registered for the draw- 
ing. Her counsel claims that she is 
entitled to the money, as she became 
16 before the day her name was 
drawn. The theatre claims that the 
rules as posted at the time of registry 
barred anyone under 16 “from par- 
ticipating” in the drawing, 

Erie County Grand Jury on Fri- 
day returned indictments against six 
persons allegedly implicated in bank 
nite swindles. The defendants plead- 
ed not guilty to charges of grand 
larceny, second degree. The trial will 
be held next month. 





Schubart Upped 





est Regards’ to feature Claire Trevor | 
and Ralph Bellamy. Picture is 


skedded to start early part of April | 
distribution companies since the as- | from 


an original and screen play 
by Harold Buchman and Lee Loeb. 
D. Ross Lederman will direct. 


A. A. Sehubart is 


new supervisor 

| of exchange operations for RKO- 
Radio Pictures. 

He will fill the vacancy caused by 


the death of J. P. Scully in St. Louis 
' recently. 
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(Continued from page 3) 
copyright. It was this which led the 
judge to his caustic remarks anent 








‘reluctantly’ deciding the case for 
the defendants. 
Dates Back to ‘29 

Matter goes back to Feb., 19239, | 
when Daniel Davenport and two 
Europeans left for an African ex- 
pedition. Nathan Braunstein fur- 
nished him with 6,000 feet of raw 


stock. After shooting, Davenport re- 
turned it to Braunstein, who devel- 
oped it, cut it and edited it, to- 
with 2,000 feet of additional 
Braunstein from 


gether 
film purchased by 


out that, in this contract, there is 
;no reference to the word copyright. | 

On Jan. 7, 1930, Braunstein deliv- 
ered two copies of film, consisting 


Braunstein ‘all my right, title, and 
interest in and to a certain nega- 
tive of a motion picture film deal- 
ing with jungle life, said negative 
being six reels in length, and also 
one positive of the same negative 
film, together with the cases con- 
taining same.’ 

The judge, in his decision, pointed 


of nine reels, to the Register of 
Copyrights at Washington, D. C., and 
received a certificate of copyright in 
the name .of Davenport Quigley Ex- 
pedition, Inc. Braunstein says both 





| Inc., 
loined the scenes in question from | 
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were projected in the courtroom. 
These “shots, he claimed, had been 
shown around by Century . (Cum- 
mins) in Nov., 1932, under the copy- 
righted title of ‘The Jungle Killer.’ 


Evident Guilt 


Referring now to the other case 
(at that time already in the court 
and referred to in detail in this 


| trial), Judge Murray said, ‘it is clear- 


ly established by the evidence that 
the defendants, Century Productions, 
and Samuel Cummins, pur- 


the plaintiff’s film. . . . To establish 
title to other scenes in ‘The Jungle 
Killer’ claimed to be an infringement 


| of ‘Jango,’ the defendants put in evi- 
|; dence a 


bill of sale purported to 
| have been executed in New York at 
|a time when the testimony indicates 
that the vender was in California.’ 


so and turned down the job.. Cum- 
mins then asked to look at one of 
Wells’ pix, ‘Hell Below Zero,’ and it 
was subsequently discovered’ that 
Cummins ‘lifted’ some scenes from 
it and incorporated it in ‘The Jungle 
Killer.’ 


‘I dismiss entirely as incredible 
upon the proof, and unfounded in 
fact, the claim of the defendants, 





Century Prod., Inc., and Cummins of 
la. valid title to the plagiarized 
scenes,’ Judge Murray said. The de- 
fendants, however, he pointed out, 
contended that Davenport never as- 
signed to Braunstein any copyright 


and therefore, ‘with great ~ reluc- 
tance’ dismissed the case, without 
costs. 

In the other case N. Y. Federal 


Judge Vincent L. Liebell last Thurs- 
day (25), granted a permanent in- 








—— 





any damages a special master may 
decide, and the turning over of alj 
negatives containing the infringing 
material. 

In his opinion, Judge Liebell said 


-in part: ‘There is evidence that the 


plaintiff took 15,000 feet of film of 
wild animal life in Africa and that 
at least 6,000 feet of it was edited to 
make up the privately owned and 
copyrighted film, ‘Shooting Big 
Game With a Camera. This film 
was shown to the employees of the 
National Cash Register Co. free o1 
charge and to various Y.M.C.A. or- 
ganizations. The maker of the pic- 
ture. spent a large sum in its pro- 
duction with no intention of making 
or receiving a profit. 

‘The evidence produced here is 
that one of the defendants, Cum- 
mins, in some way obtained a copy 


of the original negative, turned it 
| over to the laboratory and used 
in the picture, “The Jungle Killer,’ 
He, Cummins and the Laboratory 
did so illegally and the other de- 
fendants are equally guilty.’ 

The Court decided that if the 


a library and taken by Major Dug- | these prints were put into service, Later in the trial, Carveth Wells | junction to Frederick Beck Patter- 

more, a London explorer. Combined | used up and destroyed. The origi- | testified that Cummins had _ hired | son, v.p. of the National Cash Regis- 

film was exhibited by Davenport as | nal, he says, is in Germany, subject | him to synchronize, edit and write | ter Co., and the film’s originator, 

‘Jango’ and bore the phrase ‘copy- | to litigation there. -But he: showed |-dialog for ‘Jungle Killer.’ Wells | against Century, Empire Labs and its 

righted by Daniel Davenport, 1929.’ | the court eight reels of what he tes- | says he looked at the material, rec- | head, Richard Fiedler, and the Bob- 

Later, Davenport, for $500, sold to! tified to be an exact copy and they | ognized a lot of it, told Cummins ' Ed Theatres Corp., besides awarding | 
« : 


Jane Wyatt says: 


“Luckies are a light smoke my throat approves 








An independent survey was made recently 
among professional men and women—lawyers, 
doctors, lecturers, scientists, etc. Of those who said 
they smoke cigarettes, more than 87% stated they 





personally prefer a light smoke. 


Miss Wyatt verifies the wisdom of this pref- 
erence, and so do other leading artists of the 
radio, stage, screen and opera. Their voices are 
their fortunes. That’s why so many of them 
smoke Luckies. You, too, can have the throat pro- 
tection of Luckies—a light smoke, free of certain 
harsh irritants removed by the exclusive process 
“It’s Toasted”. Luckies are gentile on the throat. 





ago because 





A Light Smoke 
“It’s Toasted”-—Your Throat Protection 


AGAINST IRRITATION —AGAINST COUGH 


and my taste prefers” 


“T first chose Luckies about five years 


I had noticed that other 


actors and actresses seemed to prefer 
them. I enjoyed Luckies so much I’ve 
smoked them ever since. In the new 
picture, ‘Lost Horizon’, in which Iwas 
Ronald Colman’s leading lady, the 
film ran 36,000 feet—almost 7 miles 
—before it was cut down. That gives 
you some idea how much work it was 
and what a strain it put on my throat. 
Luckies, I feel, are the obvious ciga- 
rette for an actress. They are a light 
smoke that my throat approves and 
my taste prefers.” 


FEATURED IN NEW COLUMBIA PICTURE 
“LOST HORIZON” 





THE FINEST TOBACCOS— 
“THE CREAM OF THE CROP” 


Copyright 1237, The American Tobacco Company 








plaintiff and defendants could not 
arrive at a satisfactory agreement as 
to what damages should be awarded 
he would appoint a referee to decide 
on the question. 


Murder Goes to ee 


(Continued from page 1%) 


| newspaper scribe and special Sher- 


lock roles. Pair garners beaucoup 
guffaws and rate a repeat in farcical 


films as a team. Especially if they 
get Charles (Chuck) Riesner as 


director, and are aided by an intel- 
ligent cutter like Edward Dmytryk, 
Riesner’s sense of comedy is stand- 
ard but seldom has he held to such 
a brisk pace and with such com- 
mendable results. Way extraneous 
matter obviously was trimmed from 
the original speaks much for the film 
editor. 

A murder involving college folks 
is beginning to become a filmdom 
habit. Hence, there is nothing par- 
ticularly novel about having a pro- 
fessor bumped off before the pic- 
ture is well along in the third reel. 
But in ‘Murder Goes to College’ what 
transpires afterwards and the man- 
ner in which the various threads are 
neatly brought together by the un- 
extinguishable master sleuth, Hank 
Hyer, lifts it above typical fare of 
this kind. 

The director and scripters have 
deftly kept the identity of the real 
killer hidden to the blow-off scene. 
And at the same time, they heighten 
interest by keeping the detective in 
hot water, first at the hands of the 
local gendarmes, from a threatening 
numbers racketeer, and in prodding 
suspects. 

Lynne Overman, as the -private 
operative, turns in what amounts to 
a new high in droll, humorous char- 
acterizations for him. Roscoe Karns, 
too, reaches for higher comedy peaks 
as the bottle-dropping, constantly 
imbibing newshound on _ vacation. 
Larry Crabbe makes an excellent 
menace as the racketeer, involved in 
the slaying. 

Astrid Allwyn in the role of the 
former cabaret singer married to a 
professor is socko. Marsha Hunt 
was tabbed apparently for the fea- 
tured femme part, but Miss Allwyn’s 
importance to the plot and the way 
she handles character makes it stand 
out. Charles Wilson furnishes a con- 
vincing police inspector while the 
support has been picked well. Out- 
standing in this group are Harvey 
Stephens, Purnell Pratt and Barlow 
Borland. 

Dialog crackles with humor and 
up-to-date wit. Laurels for this and 
excellent plot development go to 
Brian Marlow, Robert Wyler and 
Eddie Welch. Workmanlike camera 
duty has been done by Henry Sharp. 

Wear. 


PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 10) 


around $7,200, oke. Last week 
‘Ready, Able and Willing’ (WB). 
Fair at $5,400, considering Lenten 
difficulties, and a surprise depart- 
ment store strike which had every- 
thing topsy-turvy. 

Loew’s State (3,200: 15-25-40)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG). Off with a bang: 
plenty of publicity for Nelson Eddy, 
Providence native; gross headed for 


$17,000, and holdover. Last week, 
‘Fire Over England’ (UA) and ‘Lady 
from Nowhere’ (Col): $6975 was 
poorest figure house has had in 
years. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 15-25-40) 


‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). Seems to 
be no doubt. about this one garner- 
ing $8,500, at least, fine. Last week 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and ‘Midnight 


Court’ (20th) was the best bet in 
town at $7,000. 

RKO Albee (2.300: 15-25-40)— 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and ‘Love 
and Kisses’ (U). Nice going here: if 
opposish was not so tough, biz 


would be tops; as is, $7,500 is plenty 
good. Last week ‘Everything Is 
Thunder’ (UA) and ‘Girl Overboard 


(U). Bad at $4,100. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par) and 
‘You're in the Army’ (GB). Pace 


okay, considering everything: $6.800 
in prospect. Last week ‘Head Over 
Heels’ (GB) and ‘Husband Lie: 
(Par). Off, too, at $5,000, 
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Academy Stance on Time Award 
May Bring in Haysian Supervision 





Blast from editors of all news- 
reels, excepting Universal, relative 
to the Academy’s special award for 
‘having revolutionized one of the 
most important branches in the in- 
dustry—the newsreel to “March of 
Time,’ brought the reply from this 
short feature officials that ‘M. of T.’ 
never laid claim to being a newsreel. 
In fact, the reel executives claim 
they always insisted that they were 
not a newsreel. 

While reference to newsreels in 
the award was deemed rather un- 
fortunate by some ‘March of Time’ 
officials, and newsreel editors raised 
further points regarding the status 
of the reel sometimes as a newsreel 
and other times as a short subject, 
eventual outcome as concerns “M. of 
T’ is that it may be brought under 
the Hays organization production 
code supervision. Sufficient resent- 
ment is reported to have been 
aroused to have the matter brought 
to the attention of the Hays office. 

In the past, Hays:ans did not at- 
tempt to classify the category of 
‘Time’ reel, feeling that in a way it 
came closer to being a newsreel than 
a short subject. However, newsreel 
execs may force a showdown in the 
near future, particularly since the 
reel is sold on basis of being a short 
subject. Pressure would have to be 
brought ‘through RKO-Radio, releas- 
ing company, if it is made a Haysian 
matter. 

Short or a Newsreel? 

Some newsreel editors contend 
that ‘March of Time’ in the past as- 
sumed the role of a short subject at 
one time, and that of a newsreel in 
other instances. When covering a 
story it is a newsreel, they charge, 
because of obvious advantages, but 
when offering exhibitors it is billed 
as a short subject because, as such, 
it can obtain higher rentals. 

On the other hand, ‘Time’ reel 
editors claim they operate with a 
different crew set-up than used by 
newsreels, employing a director, 
cameraman, sound man, electrician, 
a production cast of players, and any 
additional workers that the director 
may require. Also indicative that 
*M. of T.’ is not regarded in some 
coverage as a newsreel is the fact 
that the reel does not receive police 
passes in New York City. 

Another angle <.at irks newsreel 
executives, according to industry 
opinion, is that ‘March of Time’ un- 
doubtedly has upped production 
costs for the weekly reels, whereas 
thus far this has meant little added 
revenue for the newsreels. In one 
phase alone, that of getting name 
commentators to spiel the descrip- 
tion has ‘Time’ forced the newsreels 
to loosen the purse strings. In more 
Sweeping coverage, better photog- 
Taphy and all-round production the 
newcomer has made itself felt, ac- 
cording to trade opinion. 
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and one burlesque sites and sheets 
over ad rates, all oakleys are being 
returned to those houses likewise. 

When getting into the matter of 
the rate-fight, the publishing heads 
of sheets, who also squat in the tall 
editorial chairs, seemed to become 
aware for first time that all the 
workaday departments of the rags 
were on the receiving ends of a con- 
Stant flow of passes. The publishers- 
Stockholders decided that oakleys for 
other than reviewers constituted a 
form of ‘graft’ that the Sunpapers 
did not want to be associated with, 
hence the new ruling. 

Policy, it is understood at the 
Papers, will continue ad infinitum. 





Brock on U’s Radio Pic 


: Hollywood, March 30. 
Universal's radio yarn, ‘Behind the 
Mike, 80es under Lou Brock’s di- 
rection. 
A. Dorian Otvos is working on the 


Screen play with production set for 
early May. 
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TO THEATRE MANAGERS 
Personal Appearance 


‘ LEGAL IN ALL STATES 
1004 for $200.00 t 5000.00 weekly. 
Patrons enjoy AF . of far er me 
Personal appearances. 

P. A. Reoking Office, Stockton, Calif. 
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Efficiency Crumpets 





Hollywood, March 30. 

In order to keep Fox-West 
Coast employes from sneaking 
out for mid-morning and mid- 
afternoon bracers, Charlie 
Skouras is contemplating the 
shoving of a cart among the 
staff. 

Coffee and wafers will be on 
the handout. 














Ciil HAS THAT 
BLDG. URGE 


Chicago, March 30. 
Theatre Acceptance Syndicate, un- 
der Archie G. Spencer, in business 
to build, rebuild and finance new 
theatres, hit an unexpected business 
boom when Vartgety’s story was 
picked up, and carried by four Chi- 
cago. dailies. Story resulted in 
steady demand from operators and 
would-be operators who wanted 
money and service building new 

houses and remodeling old sites. 


Firm is financing the building of 
the Harbor theatre, to be erected in 
the exclusive Wilmette, Chicago sub- 
urb, at a cost of $150,000. To be a 
1,000-seater with modern ship motif 
throughout, including ship’s lounge, 
and neon lighted revolving tower 
which will give lighthouse effect. 
House, which will be the first in 
this restricted territory, is to be of 
glass brick and metal. Will be com- 
pletely equipped with the latest in 
theatre fixtures, air conditioning and 
decorating. Also, allowance is be- 
ing made for -huge parking space 
nearby. 

T. A. S. is considering plans for 
building a theatre and cafe just 
north of Wrigley building. Theatre, 
on the ground floor, will seat 800, 
and cafe will be located on upper 
floor. Both are to be constructed 
along modern-luxury lines. 

Old Wilson theatre, on far north- 
west side, will probably be remod- 
eled by Theatre Acceptance Syndi- 
cate, according to Spencer, and, if 
plans go through, will be ready for 
an early fall opening. 





Denver, March 30. 

Theatre openings are cropping up 
with the spring weather, with five 
more towns, all in New Mexico, get- 
ting houses. 

Ed Ward is remodelling old theatre 
buildings in Hurley and Salta Rita, 
to be named the Tejo and El Cobre, 
respectively, and will open them 
April 2 and 4. RCA sound installed 
in both. Ward also operates at Silver 
City, N. M., and is connected with 
Gibralter Enterprises, Inc., of Denver. 

The other new houses are the Mis- 
sion, 450 seats, in Mesilla Park, built 
by Rod Bason; the West in Vaughn, 
200 seats, built by John Burton, and 
new theatre being added in Artesia, 
400 seats. by Ray Bartlett. He al- 
ready owns one house there. 





Power Stalled, but He 
Finally Flies Back 


Tyrone Power was all set to fly 
to the Coast Thursday (25) night, but 
delayed plans for 24 hours when 
learning of the fatal crack-up near 
Pittsburgh earlier in the evening. 
Power and his party had gone to 
the Newark airport early in expec- 
tation of taking the late night plane | 
for Los Angeles but abandoned idea | 
of trip upon hearing news of the | 
crash over the radio. 

He took the 8:30 air transport the 
following (Friday) night, however, | 
in order to reach Hollywood in time 
to start his next picture for 20th 
Century-Fox. He is to be co-starred 
with Sonja Henie in ‘Thin Ice.’ Miss 
Henie arrived on the Coast on 
Thursday after eastern personal ap- 
pearances. 

Cal, Collegians Hit Road 
Hollywood, March 30. 

California Collegians, who recently 
completed picture parts in “Top Of 
The Town,’ (U) and ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par), open an eastern tour 
in Chicago Apri! 8. 

Ork plays Detroit April 15 and 
move into Loew's State, New York, 
April 29. 





| many 
have been signed for films during the | 
past two years are said to have con- | 
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MPTOA vs Radio 
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kendall arrives and announces the 
personnel of the exhibitors’ commit- 
tee, no steps in anticipation of the 
meetings will be taken at the Hays 
office 


Comprehensive Survey 





Rassler’s Progress 








Probabilities are that the first | 


situation. 


been the film 


All radio 


before 
years. 


industry in 
stars who 


tractual provisions which recognize 
their ether obligations—in fact, most 
of them were signed for pictures on 
the basis of their radio popularity. 
Sizeable investments in their film 
careers might be jeopardized by any 
limitation at this date of their air 
appearances. 

On the other hand, some of the 
major studios that lately have re- 


steps in any joint program will be to | 
make a comprehensive study of the | 
It is regarded as one of | 
the most complex subjects which has | 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Nat Pendleton pulls out this 
week for London to support 
Jessie Matthews in her next 
Gaumont-British picture. 
It’s the actor’s first 
abroad since he won a 
ling title from Robert 
Paris in 1924. 


trip 
wrest- 
Roth in 














signed some of their film stars for 
extended periods have purposely 
omitted the customary clauses which 


tisers has been taken into account, 
in negotiations for services, and in 
several instances it has been known 
that film players have agreed to 
modified terms in consideration for 
freedom to contract for air engage- 
ments. 
Radie Transcriptions 


Another phase of the problem con- 
cerns the continuance of the prac- 
tice of the exploitation departments 
of some of the larger distributors of 
circulating wax transcriptions of 
music and dialog from films which 
are being used regularly in many 
sections of the country where thea- 
tres have close tie-ins with local 
radio stations. The transcriptions are 
substituted for ordinary sustaining 
time and a plug for the theatre is 
broadcasted before and after the disk 
is run off. 

Paramount currently is distribut- 
ing a disk which is advertising 
‘Waikiki Wedding. Aithough the 
film is in its first fortnight of re- 
lease, more than 200 disks have been 
requested by first run theatres. Care- 
fully assembled at the company’s 
Hollywood studio, the transcription 
record contains a brief. description 
of the picture and some of the 
dialog and musical numbers sung by 
the _— principals, including Bing 
Crosby, Shirley Ross, Martha Raye 
and Bob Burns. Any commercial tie- 
up with these advertising disks, ex- 
cept the local theatre announcement, 
is strictly prohibited. 

Because oi the personalities on 
these disks, the smaller radio sta- 
tions constantly solicit the latest re- 
leases from film exchanges in the 
various key cities. Film bookers have 
been known to hustle up playdates 
with broadcasting offers as an addi- 
tional bait to first run houses, 


Despite the condemnatory attitude 
of the Miami convention it is well 
known that some important first run 
‘theatres which have used local radio 
stations as advertising aids to the 
showings of filmusicals are not in 
sympathy with any movement which 
might seriously disturb relations be- 
tween films and radio. Many theatres 
appropriate sums for broadcasting 
from their advertising budgets every 
week. Some insist that radio adver- 
tising already in effectiveness has 
supplanted large newspaper display 
copy, and have cut down propor- 
tionally on their daily paid adver- 
tisements. 


Other 10-Point Plans 

Further steps to advance the 10- 
point program of the MPTOA will 
be determined to some extent, ac- 
velopments of next six weeks, not 
because laws may be passed bearing 
on any of the 10 proposals directly, 
but due to the fact that 
will have to be guided 
existing laws. 
Conciliation, it is pointed out for 
instance, will depend on any laws 
under which it could successfully 
operate, either in force now or to be 
legislated, notably any new NRA 
machinery. Understanding in MPTOA 
and other circles is that a revived 
NRA is being delayed until the U. S. 
Supreme Court issue is settled. 
Should a revival of NRA prin- 
ciples cover trade practices, as un- 
der the old Blue Eagle, then it is 
supposed that conciliation boards 
would be much easier to effect since 
the laws would be in support of any 
type of suitable machinery within 
the industry for settlement of dis- 


largely by 








would prohibit broadcasting except | 
with the studio’s consent. Compen- | 
sation to the film stars from adver- | 


cording to sources by legislative de- | % 


| 
| 
all points | 


~ TLL-MO. BELT 


St. Louis, March 30. 

Four operators of portable sound 
|moving picture apparatus are find- 
| ing fertile territory in Illinois and 
Missouri towns and villages that 
are without regular theatres and 
biz is on upbeat to such an extent 
that circuits are being enlarged. 
Paul Musser of Casey, Ill., is largest 
portable circuit exhibitor supplied 
with films from St. Louis ex- 
changes. Musser is operating three 
sets of portable sound equipment 
and already has three circuits of six 
towns each where he exhibits films 
one night each week. In addition 
to houses that he owns in Casey 
and Greenup, Ill, Musser furnishes 
film entertainment in the following 
| THlinois towns; Hume, Longview, 
Louisville, Mason, Montrose, Ridge 
Farm, Willow Hill, Bone Gap, Broc- 
ton, Clay City, Flat Rock, Hutson- 
ville, Summer, Westfield, Martins- 
ville and West Union. 

Walter Norton furnishes portable 
shows in Baylis and Camp Point, 
Ill., and New London, O’Fallon and 
Winfield, Mo.; Paul Brands, Bring- 
ton, [ll; and C. T. Dusenberre, 
Belleville, Ill. who also operate in 











Badivad Gileser in XA Sat Dati 
Sortie; Mystery 


Probe on 


Los Angeles, March 30. 

New Department of Justice probe 
into distribution and exhibiticn has 
been launchedi here. Inquiry is be- 
ing conducted by Albert J. Law, 
special assistant to the U. S. attorney 
general, sent here from Washington. 

Subpoenas have been issued for a 
number of independent exhibitors to 
testify as to conditions against which 
complaints have been made. Proba- 
bility is that distributor and circuit 
execs will also be summoned, 

Not known whether newest probe 
covers recent complaints, alleging 
violation of the Sherman anti-trust 
law, or whether it is a kickback to 
complaints registered last August by 


Distribs 


Frank L. Hutton, attorney for the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California, in which he 


charged that the government's con- 
sent decree, entered into in 1932, 
was being violated. 

Principal squawk at that time was 
against continued first runs and day- 
date first runs. Contention was raised 
that distributor policy was ‘one 
the greatest evils of the industry.’ 


Unkindest Cut 


Lincoln, March 30. 

New angle on bank night devel- 
oped at Blair, Neb. this week when 
Roy Hall won the pot at C. N. 
Robinson’s Home theatre. Both Hall 
and Robinson are also in the cafe 
business, across the street from 
each other. 

Hall took the bank night pot and 
bought a big new neon sign to 
flaunt in Robinson's face. 


of 





six towns each. Dusenberre also 
furnishes cinema entertainment in 


CCC camps. Shows are given in 
high school gymnasiums, audi- 
toriums, lodge halls and _ other 


places in towns that boast no regu- 
lar theatre buildings. St. Louis film 
exchange execs expect scope of en- 
tertainment methods to be increased 
during summr months when sound 
equipment can be used in outdoor 
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SYLVIA SIDNEY 
“You Only Live Once” 


VAUDEVILLE 


HELEN MORGAN 
'$ SALICI PUPPETS 

















JEANETTE 


MacDONALD @ 


NELSON. 


EDDY 





MAYTIME 


_ an M-G-M picture 
with JOHN BARRYMORE 














PARAMOUNT:i0.c 
HELD OVER 
‘WAIKIKI WEDDING’ 

with BING CROSBY 
—ON THE STAGE— 
EDDIE DUCHIN AND HIS 


ALSO CALGARY BROS 
NEILLA GOODELLE 





ORC. 














“HISTORY IS MADE 
AT NIGHT” 


RIVOLI 


UNITED 


B'WA 
ARTISTS ‘a 


49th St. 








KED-BLOODED ADVENTURE! 


SILENT BARRIERS 


with RICHARD ARLEN, LILLI PALMER, 
ANTOINETTE CELLIER, BARRY MACKAY 
and a Cast of Thousands 





















All Seats Reserved, Prices (plus tax), Mats, 
Ste to $1.00, Eves, T5e to $2.00 (exc, Sat., 
Sun. and Hol.) 

TWICE NEW 1 s 3 Shows 
DAILY riterion = sat.. Sun. 
2:45-8:45 Bway & 45th St. & Hots. 
Bway. at 45th St. 
All Seats Reserved 


Twice Daily, 2:45, 8:45, 


Sun. & Hol., 3:00, 
6:00, 8:45. Midnite # 
Show Sat. Prices (plus 
tax): Mats. (ex, 5 

Sun. & Hol.) Se 1 
$i. Eves. Stc to 


Seturday Midnite and 
ed 6 P.M., Séc to 
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arr MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“SEVENTH 
HEAVEN’”’ 








Spectacular Stage Productions 

















HELD OVER 


“TOP OF 
THE TOWN” 


On the Stage : 
LOUISE MASSE ¥ 
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Radio Probe 


Washington, March 30. 

Steady efforts of anti-investiga- 
tion elements has within the last 
few days become a hydraulic pres- 
sure on various individuals. Ap- 
parently there is now in full prog- 
ress a move to head off and chill 
any probe of the F.C.C. Now 
looks as if next scheduled commit- 
tee meeting in the House will be 
postponed on request from sources 
whose requests mean a lot. 

Fear that any investigation of 
radio regulation might get out of 
hand has kept the politicians 
worrying. 


+ 
| 
| 





Approval of the Connery resolu- 
tion authorizing a select House of 
Representatives committee to grill 
licensees and the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission is expected 
Wednesday (31). House Rules Com- 
mittee, which held two hearings on 
the need for probe of monopoly | 
charges, meets then for a vote on 
the matter of reporting the resolu- 
tion to the House. 

While the Rules group is believed 
top-heavily in favor of the proposi- 
tion, doubt whether the inquiry ever 
will take place has been engendered 
by lukewarmness of House members 
toward the idea. While ordinarily 
any probe sanctioned by leaders is | 
authorized, there is a notable lack of 
interest by rank-and-filers on the 
fioor. A final vote, consequently, is 
likely to be deferred while Connery 
et al. engage in missionary work and 
line up colleagues to support the 
measure. 

Committeemen 

Composition of the committee is 
partly set. With the probe sponsor. 
Rep William P. Connery of Massa- 
chusetts slated for chairmanship, 
Speaker Bankhead will be urged to 
name Representative Richard Wig- 
glesworth of Massachusetts as rank- 
ing Republican member, in view of 
his work in the Appropriations Com- 
mittee on license-trading and ad- 
ministration of the Communications | 
Act. Who the other Republicans will 
be is conjectural. Two of the other 
three Democrats are likely to be 
Representatives W. D. McFarlane of 
Texas and Robert Ramspeck of 
Georgia. 

Name of Sol Rosenblatt has been 
advanced as counsel, although no 
serious discussions have been held 
about identity of legal adviser. 


Manhattan Participating 


Show Varies Sponsors 
Daily to Meet Union Rule 


‘Father Time’ program limited to 
WABC, New York will be backed 
starting in early April by a five 
piece orchestra and a vocal trio. Phil | 
Cook, Lew White are the toppers. 
Call for a different sponsor every 
morning for six mornings weekly, 
8-9 a.m., but with the same artists. 

Otherwise, under union rules, if 
the six different sponsors were to be 
all mentioned every day it neces- 
sitates sextuple union-scale payment 
to the musicians under the union 
rules. 


BIG BOATS’ $50,000 
POOL FOR AIR ADS 


Newell-Emmett is figured to get | 
the air campaign which the Trans- | 
atlantic Steamship Association is 
planning for the spring. Program, 
devised to promote north Atlantic 
travel, would run 13 weeks and ab- 
sorb the $50,000 which the ship op- 
erators have chipped in for it. Among 
the obicctives plugged will be the 
Paris Exposition and the Coronation. 

Among lines tied in for the cam- 
paign are the Cunard, the White 
Star, the French, the Lloyd-German, 
the Swedish-American and the Ham- 
burg American. 




















WIRE’s ‘Lovable Gadabout’ 


Indianapolis, March 30. 

Mrs. DeMarchus Brown, who i: 
known to practically every club- | 
woman in Indiana through extensive 
lecture tours, will do a 30-minuie | 
travelog show over WIRE starting 
Friday (2) for E-Z Bake Flour. 

Program will be titled ‘Lovable 
Gadabout.’ 


| Cal Swanson Returns to N. 


| go variety again, 
| gen’s ventriloqu Ut act figured as one 
|of the regular items. 


| to the west coast. 


Comery Finds Colleagues Lukewarm: 


COTTON CARNIVAL IS — 
BIG STUFF IN MEMPHIS 








May Get Nowhere’ 


{ Radio will take a major part in 
| the annual Memphis Cotton Carnival 





DANKER’S AIDE 





of Thompson Agency 





Hollywood, March 30. 
Paul Rickenbacker has resigned as 


|executive assistant to Donald Thorn- 
to join | 


burgh, CBS West Coast head, 
J. Walter Thompson as aide to 
Danny Danker. Cal Swanson returns 
to agency’s New York office. 
Rickenbacker’s network duties will 


be absorbed by Jack Dolph. 


EDGAR BERGEN 





FOR COFFEE 
SHOW? 





J. Walter Thompson declared yes- | 


terdiy (Tuesday) that it wasn't! 
bringing Bert Ambrose or any other 
band leader from England to handle 


| the Chase & Sanborn hour on NBC 
| Sunday nights, following the exit of 
| Haven MacQuarrie’s ‘Do You Want 


to Be an Actor?’ May 2. 
Coffee packer’s program is set to 
with Edgar Ber- 


Agency said 
that Nelson Eddy won’t be part of | 
the cast which debuts in May, but | 
it’s thought he may be later. Eddy 


| is hot to do an m.c. show. 


NEW YORK DEALS KEEP 











Lawrence Lowman, CBS v. p., has 
again postponed his. proposed visit 
He is waiting on 
the closing of a couple propositions 
in New York, one of which is a 
hookup with the bands in the Rock- 


has a contractual alliance with the 
Music Corp. of America whereby it 
assures 24 hours of pickup time for 
MCA band per week in return for 
a guaranteed income of $50,000 a 
year. 

Possibility of a break in the CBS- 
MCA setup was scouted by the net- 
work. It explained that all it sought 
was to make its facilities available 
to other band booking organizations. 

New chief of the CBS Artists 
Bureau, now known as Columbia 
Artists, Inc., has not been set. Nor 
has there been anything final done 
about the Coast organization. 


Visiting 








In New York 


Sam Pickard,. WGST, Atlanta. 

John E, Lowry, CKY, Winnipeg. 

A. J. Kendrick, WBS, Chicago. 

In Chicago 
Paul White, CBS, New York. 
John Winnie, U. of Iowa, Radio 
Dept. 

Bob Hotz, New York. 

Les Fox, KMBC, Kansas City. 

Les Wienrodt, Los Angeles. 
Father Wagner, WHBY, Green Bay. 


Y. Office | 


well-O’Keefe organization. Network | 


Memphis, March 30. 


| following the plan to inject consider- 
| able showmanship into the pageant 
this year under the guidance of Mil- 
|ton Simon as chairman of the radio 
|}committee. Simon of the Simon & 
Gwynn advertising agency is being 
assisted by H. W. Slavivk and F. W. 
|Roth of WMC, and Emmett McMur- 
ray, Mallory Chamberlain and 
Grover Godfrey of WNBR. 

Eldon Anderson js script chairman, 
with Julia Marie Schwinn and 
Bunny Hugo handling the casting 





and production of the Cotton Carni- | 


val radio players. 

There will be a series of broad- 
casis tagged ‘World’s Greatest Par- 
ties,’ depicting in humorous vein the 
Boston Tea Party, etc., ending with 
the ‘South's Greatest Party,’ the Cot- 
|ton Carnival. Special local and out- 
| of-town programs, as well as regu- 
jlar commercial programs, will be 
| dedicated from time to time to the 
coming carnival, 

i become a_ natipnally-known event 
parts, comparable to 


|} around these 
ithe New Orleans Mardi Gras. 


| 
Kenny Plugs Winchell 
At Gabriel Heatter’s 





| 


which is planned to | 


Cost; WOR in Rebuttal 


| Nick Kenny, radio columnist on 
the N. Y. Mirror, delivered himself 
| of a little logrolling in behalf of 
Walter Winchell, fellow worker on 
the Mirror, yesterday (Tuesday), 
|and laid himself wide open. 


| Kenny claimed the North Ameri- 

can Insurance Co., which has Gabriel 
| Heatter on WOR on Sunday nights 
opposite Winchell on NBC-blue, ‘will 
| find Heatter a poor_.risk bucking 

Walter Winchell on WJZ*The. whole 
| country,’ Kenny continued, ‘has 
| grown used to tuning in on W. W. 
and habit is hard 


|on Sunday nights, 


to change.’ 

WOR promptly answers that the 
| insurance firm bankrolling Heatter’s 
| period is completely pleased and 
| mail has been averaging more than 
| 6,000 letters weekly. Calls Kenny 
crack an invidious comparison, 





Burt McMurtrie Rejoins 
L.&M. for Temporary Job 


Burt McMurtrie, who left Lennen 
& Mitchell agency after a disagree- 
‘ment ‘irrtolving authority, has re- 
turned to the fold on a temporary 
assignment. He left Monday for 
Hollywood as production man for the 
Judy Canova part of the Woodbury 
program. 

McMurtrie will be back in Man- 
hattan in two months. 








Lou Jacobson Joins Agency 
Chicago, March 30. 

Lou Jacobson, formerly production 
man at WBBM, joins radio depart- 
ment of J. Walter Thompson ad 
agency. Jacobson is the third man 
to be added to the department with- 
in the last three weeks, and plans 
are to use him as co-producer with 
Buck Gunn, 

Move wil: leave John Marvin free 
to devote his time exclusively to 
¢reation of new programs. 








Chicago, March 30. 
which points to possible 
actor unionization occurred 
last week when a committee (names 


withheld) of announcers, both free- 
lance and contract spielers, went to 
James C., 
Chicago Federztion of Musicians, 
and asked him to organize the an- 


Omen 
radio 





| nouncers in Chicago. They promised 


| Petrillo at least 250 members. 
Petrillo went directly to the heads 


| of the networks and stations here 


and asked them flatly what they 
wanted in the situation. Petrillo told 
‘em that if it was okay with them, 
he'd take the announcers over; if 
not, he'd turn down the announcers’ 


Petrillo, president of the | 


——=—=3 





Drys Dramatize Drunk Driving 





signed to carry their messages. 


board members. 


to the Rescue,’ which 
41 states on Sunday afternoon. 


radio, press, 
Signoff on each episode is: 
don’t drink.’ 





Liquor advertising bulks small in the radio picture, but the tem- 
perance and abstinence forces are stepping in with programs de- 
New York State Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board is to release in April a series of five-minute tran- 
scriptions carrying talks by Gov. Herbert H. Lehman and the five 


Women’s Christian Temperance Union is upholding, on the air, 
the banner of abstinence through an eight-episode story 
started March 14. 
WHAM in Rochester 
York transmitter for the 15-minute program. Total cost of promo- 
tion is reported to be $140,000, money coming from the $1,000.000 
Alcohol Education Fund now being raised by WCTU for nation-wide 
billboard and pamphlet advertising. 

‘If you drink, don’t drive—If you drive, 


Schenectady, N. Y., March 30. 


‘Americans 
Program is broadcast in 
is the New 








SPITALNY’S THIRD 13 


Expands Girl bochieites from 34 to 
40 Musicians 


Phil Spitalny and his 
program 
third 





all-femme 
has been renewed for its 
General 
Electric. The act moves to a Mon- 
day night spot on NBC's red 
(WEAF) link April 26, 

Program has been on a -Monday 
matinee schedule for the past 26 
weeks. Spitalny will, with the shift, 
increase his organization from 34 to 
40 girls. 


NBC Closing for 
Old Metro Lot as 
Holly Studio Site 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Negotiations are nearing the clos- 
ing stage in New York that will 
transfer site of old Metro studio to 
National Broadcasting for the net- 
work’s new Hollywood plant. Arthur 
Kempner, real estate head on the 
Coast for Loew’s, Inc., hurried east 
after conference here with Don Gil- 
man, NBC head man for the western 
division. 

Site is just off the main stem and 
has a spread of 10 acres. Purchase 
price is said to be $420,000. Deals 
for other locations have chilled due 
to high price tags and refusal to 
split up the plots. 


3-week cycle by 








| The Kid From Arabia 


Radio Adventure Hero 


Radio version of ‘Lawrence in 
Arabia’ is being readied by the pro- 
gram division of the Transamerican 
Broadcasting & Television Corp. 
Sample installment had been pro- 
duced in Hollywood in dise form for 
client auditioning. Lionel Atwill in 
the lead role. 

Each installment is slated to run a 








half hour. 





Petrillo Declines Invitation To 
Unionize Chicago Radio Actors 





proposition. Stations and networks 
unanimously asked Petrillo to lay off. 
Petrillo abided by their decision 
| and told the announcers he couldn’t 
| handle ‘em. This was not particu- 
| larly surprising, since Petrillo is a 
| staunch American Federation of La- 
bor man and believes firmly in the 
craft setup of unions as opposed to 
industrial organization a la C.I.O., 
Gamble—No Pay Off 
Radio performers here have had 
a number of yelps for some time, 
and have been looking around for 
some way of combating what they 
believe to be evils and injustices. 
Eespecially do the performers re- 
sent the audition setups, whereby 
the performers can be worked for 








days and weeks on auditions and 
then get nothing out of it, even if 
the account is sold. For in many 
cases the performers working the 
auditions aren’t given the jobs when 
the show finally hits the air. 
Performers also resent the salary 
cutting, with the price of specialty 
people being a matter of bidding 
rather than of quality. Announcers 
squawk at being forced to work 
throughout the day instead of six, 
eight or even 10 hours at a stretch. 
Some of ’em have to come down 
at 7 a.m. to work a show, then are 
off until the afternoon, and maybe 
back again in the evening or at 





night, which means that they live 
at the studio. 











WCAU's Union Feud Brings Up Grief 
On Benny Goodman's Camel Remote 


Philadelphia, March 30, 

Aspirin all the way around is stil] 
the order here as result of WCAU's 
persistent refusal to bring in union 
house orch. Newest headache fol- 
lows announcement that Benny 
Goodman has been booked into Earle 
week of May 4. Trouble is solving 
pumping of regular Tuesday night 
Camel show, which WCAU takes 
from Columbia web. 


Union has given Camel ad agency 
and chain three alternatives. Can 
take band to New York and pump 
from there as usual, can pump 
through indie WIP on condition that 
WIP air the program and WCAU 
does not, or can pay double fee for 
orchestra, half going to local. 


Leonard Schlessinger. Warner 
zone exec in charge of Earle, can’t 
see percentage in laying heavy sugar 
on line for Goodman combo and then 
having it run off and leave him one 
night, while WCAU refuses to see 
another local outlet airing the prog, 
and ad agency is blind to proposi- 
tion of two fees for one band. Pass 
another aspirin, boy. 

Best break of whole station-union 
feud is being tossed to WIP. It is 
now regularly picking up Happy 
Felton orch for network discharge, 
while Felton is at Arcadia here, 
WCAU was pumping, without using 
it, until A. A. Tomei, union prez, 
squawked, 

Starting tonight ‘and continuing 
five more Tuesdays, all Philly sta- 
tions, except WCAU, will air variety 
show and orch for benefit of United 
Welfare Campaign. Union is supply- 
ing band free, but even at that has 
barred WCAU. Talent being pro- 
vided by Fox and Earle stage shows. 


WADE AGENCY REQUEST 
DENIED BY MUSICIANS 


‘Chicago, March 30. 


Chicago Musicians Union set up 
two precedent-making rulings last 
week. First was the union's refusal 
of the request of the Wade agency 
here to take the Hoosier Hot Shots 
group to Milwaukee to make record- 
ings. Refusal was based on the feel- 
ing that this would be a subterfuge 
to evade the purposes of the union's 
rulings regarding recordings. 

Second was the union’s ruling on 
RCA Victor’s request to use pianist 
to make a recording of an audition 
disc for Montgomery Ward program 
which would be a live talent show. 
This request was granted by the 
union, with the provision that the 
disc contain two announcements that 
it was an audition record only. and 
further, that the master record ~1ust 
be filed with the Chicago Federation 
of Musicians, be stamped exclusively 
for Montgomery Ward audition and 
must not be used outside the Chicago 
jurisdiction. 











E. Sowers, WPHR, Heads 
Virginia Radio Regional 


Earl Sowers, managing director of 
WPHR, Petersburg (Va.), has been 
elected prexy of the Virginia Broad- 
casting System. Sowers is also pre- 
motion director for the Richmond 
News Leader, whose principals hold 
a cross stock ownership in the ste 
tion, which will be moved into Rich- 
mond this summer as WRNL. 

Rest of the VBS board of directors 
remains as is. Hugh Curtler ©! 
WCHV, Charlottesville, previo 


prexy is retiring from active afi« 
in the VBS. 
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Willis’ Oxford Accent Wows Cincy: 


Goodman Misses Own Dedication 


+ 





By JOE KOLLING 
Cincinnati, March 30. 

Dedication of new studio and me- 
chanical setup of WKRC in Hotel 
Alms, observed Saturday (27) was a 
Columbia Broadcasting System field 
day in local radio circles, although 
Mgr. Tim Goodman was absent in 
Florida. 

Frederic A. Willis, assistant to the 
network’s head man, William S. 
Paley, and a flock of associates from 
scattered points, were present for 
the opening of the station’s enlarged 
quarters and improved facilities. 

Baptismal event was signalized 
with an hour’s program, starting at 
6:30 p.m., on WKRC. Special blast 
was carried in its entirety by Cros- 
ley's WSAI, which, like its big 
brother, WLW, is affiliated with both 
NBC and Mutual. Another good will 
gesture by WSAI was its airing of a 
soparate salute show, from 9:30 to 10 

m., that was picked up by WKRC. 

This spirit of friendliness among 
Cincy broadcasters was similarly 
demonstrated a couple of years 
since, when WCPO bowed into the 
now defunct"ABC web with a com- 
memorative show that was also sent 
out by L. B. Wilson’s WCKY. 

Revamping job of the WKRC 


+ 








Louisville’s Normal 


| 


Louisville, March 30. 

First hillbilly radio show and 
fiddlers contest to be held in || 
town since the flood and Lent 
was staged at the National, Sat- 
urday and Sunday (27-28). 

J. L. Frank, local manager of 
hillbilly troupes, promoted the 
jamboree, and acts’ included 
Golden West Cowboys, Ken- 
tucky Mountaineers, Kentucky 
Red, Abner Sims, Texas Daisy, 
and Bluegrass Sally. The In- 
diana State Champion square 
dancers, and some 50 fiddlers, 
guitar players, and_ assorted 
rural entertainers filled the 
stage, and participated in the 
various contests. 








home stands its backers $100,000, ac- 
cording to Frank Moore, of the CBS 
architectural department, who su- 
pervised the installation. Under new 
order of things, the station increased 
its day signal to 5,000 watts, con- 
tinuing at 1.000 watts after dark. 
New auditorium studio seats 125 
persons, 
Attending 

CBS visitors, besides Willis, were 
A. B. Chamberlain, construction de- 
partment; Leonard Erickson, mid- 
western sales manager; George 
Byard, of the Chicago office; James 
D. Shouse, manager of KMOX, St. 
Louis, and his assistant, Merle 
Jones; and from the Radio Sales 
staff, J. Kelly Smith, general sales 
manager; Arthur Hull Hayes, east- 
ern sales manager; Kingsley Hor- 
ton, William Williamson, Chicago 
sales manager} Paul Wilson, Chicago: 
Owen Uridge, Detroit sales manager: 
Arthur H. Kemp, Pacific Coast rep- 
resentative; Howard S. Meighan and 
Stephen Fuld. 

Mayor Russell Wilson expressed 
congrats to the station for its enter- 
tainment and educational service to 
the people. Telegrams conveyed 
good wishes from Governor Martin 
L. Davey, of Ohio, and Governor M. 
Clifford Townsend, of Indiana. 

Highlight of the program, from an 
oratorical standpoint, was furnished 
by Frederic A. Willis. In rich Eng- 
lish accent that clouded his New 
York identity. Howard S. Meighan, 
suffering from a high fever, caught 
the special program over a set in his 
hotel room. 

WSAI salute show was a variety 
musical offering, with front and tail 
end puffs for WKRC. 
its broadcast of this program, the 
WKRC announéer chimed jin with: 
‘Thanks a million, WSAI.’ 

On the WSAI program were Tom 
Richley’s orchestra, announcers 
James Leonard and Durward Kirby, 
Mary Paxton, pop vocalist; Three 
Speeds Ahead, Negro male instru- 
mental and vocal swing trio; Charlie 


Dameron and Ray Shannon. black- | 


face comics under name of Spic and 
Span; Ralph Nyland, tenor. and a 
male octet, all from the WLW-WSAI 
Staff. Framing was by 
Abodaher. 


Three Speeds Ahead. newcomers 


In signing off | 


| 


} 











| 


| establish 
Naiph |<. 


in the Crosley talent fold, were for- | 
merly the Three Blotters, on an In- | 


dianapolis station. 
Attending WKRC 


from 


shindig 


Cincy stations were Bob Jennings | 


of WSAI and Lee Goldsmith, Elmer | 


Dressman 


and George Moore of 
WCKY. 





Prouty Familiarizes Self 
Cincinnati, March 30. 
Norman R. Prouty, newcomer to 
Transamerican, assigned to time 
Sales, put in most of past week in 
Cincinnati, huddling with Crosley’s 
LW-WSAI, commercial crew. 
Will work in New York. 


| 


| ally took judgment last week in the 


Dawson had not only violated the | 
‘former's rights but affected _ the | 
literary value of the script. Bixby | 

| 


BOWES INCOME 
NO. 1 DESPITE 


LOSSES 


Major Bowes’ income is now at the 
rate of nearly $1,500,00( a year. This 
easily makes him the top money 


maker of show business of all time. 
About a year and a half ago the | 
Bowes earnings were figured as ap- 
proximately $19,000 a week from all 
sources, or about $1,000,000 annually. | 
| 


Although that figure was considered | 
a new peak for steady income on a 
week-in-and-week-out basis, his take | 
at present tops it by almost 50%.) 
This despite the lesser number of 
road units on tour. His radio salary 
increase offset shrinkage elsewhere. 
He is thought to get around 20Gs 
from Chrysler, a secret between him- 
self and the motor-maker. 


Two of Bowes’ former big coin 
sources are now all or in part 
washed up. Film shorts, using ama- 
teur talent, that brought him about 
$50,000 for 26 pictures a year and a 
half ago are now entirely dead. 
Amateur stage units, which were 
bringing the Major around $12,500 at 
that time are now down to estimated 
$3,000 or so a week. Instead of from 
half-a-dozen to a dozen units, the 
Bowes touring outfits now number 
only five, playing strictly percentage 
dates on a part-time basis. 

His managing director berth at the 
Capitol, N. Y., still pays Bowes $500 
a week, 


Cost of Trial Slapped 
Against Writer Who Sued 
NBC, Dawson, Ad Agcy. 


NBC and Nick Dawson individu- 








| complete 


execs are skeptical of NBC 


{the networks started to 


| mode of operation, which it is hoped | 





WEBS 








NBC TOPRODUCE. | 
AGA MAGIC. KEY! 


me | 





Understood That David Sar- 
noff and William S. Paley | 
Have Agreed That Loss of | 
Program Control in 1932 | 
Should Now Be Counter- | 
acted | 


AGENCIES SKEPTICAL 


What is interpreted by 
men as the opening 
by both NBC and Columbia to re- | 
gain control over the programing | 
end of their commercials is the sud- | 
den move by RCA turning over the | 

direction of the ‘Magic 
Key’ program to NBC. Shift from 
the Lord & Thomas agency becomes | 
leffective following the program’s | 
April 4 broadcast and will involve a 
loss of business to L & T of between | 
he 000,000 and $1,250,000 a year. 


Understanding in the agency field | 
is that, with NBC taking the initia- | 
| tive, the two major networks have | 
come to the decision that drastic | 
steps must be taken to stave off crit- | 
ical pressure from Washington, and | 
that this end can best be served by | 
bringing the production and book- | 
ing phases of commercial shows back | 
into the network studios. Agency 
or Co- | 
lumbia getting anywhere in this di- 
rection. 


agency | 
shot in a fight 


an important part in furthering the 
quality of air 
1932. It was in this latter year that | 


lose their 





Still Has Account 


Lord & Thomas, despite the 
loss of the RCA Matinee pro- || 
gram, retains every other phase | 
of the RCA and subsidiaries ad- | 
vertising. 

This is estimated to involve 
considerably over $5,000,000 a 
year, 











hold on commercial program pro- 
duction, and it is this hold that they 
purpose to make a sturdy try at re- 
winning lost prestige. 

Webs feel that only by getting to- 
gether on some common ground of 
procedure can they have any effect 
in disciplining the agencies and the 
accounts which have objected to 
strictures as to entertainment con- 
tent and commercial copy which the 
networks have tried to impose. In 
the past when an agency or account 
has been put on the carpet the in- 
variable reply has been, ‘if you don’t 
like it, we'll pull out and go over to 
another network.’ 

Impression in the agency craft is 
that David Sarnoff and William S. 
Paley have got together on the prob- 
lem and mapped out a far-reaching 


will eventually find the advertisers | 
subject to stronger network influence. 





New York County Clerk’s office 
against Carl Lyndon Bixby in con- 
nection with the latter’s Supreme 
Court’s suit on the rights’ to 
the script serial, ‘Dangerous Para- 
dise.’ Bixby had also named | 
Lennen & Mitchell in his action to 
a property right in the 
serial and to keep its continued | 
airing for Woodbury. Judgments, in- 
volving trial costs, was $643 for NBC 
and $631 for Dawson. 

Bixby claimed that he had created 
the ‘Paradise’ idea and that by oust- | 
ing him from the writing picture, | 


is appealing from the unfavorable 
decision he got from the State Court. 





Lynn Willis’ Breakdown 
Philadelphia, March 30. 
Willis. former production 
manager of WIP, is in Bell Mead 
Sanatorium. Somerville, N. J. 
Had nervous breakdown. 


Lynn 


RCA Sunday matinee was created 
in the L & T agency a year ago last | 
fall. Its last rating on the Crosley | 
Reports was 8.2, 








DICK DUNKLE’S DUTIES 
All Sene-Batae ” 
Bowles 





Benton & 
Concentrated With Him 


Benton & Bowles has co-ordinated 





ard C. Dunkle in charge. 
previous arrangement 
bought by whichever 
also did the newspaper and maga- | 
zine spotting for a particular ac- 
count. 

Four media men who formerly did 
the buying of spot time were Charles 
Reed, Milton Kiebler, George Bob- | 
berteen and Edward Small. Dunkle, | 
who conceived the slide-rule method | 
of picking football game winners, 


Under the | 
time was 
spacebuyer 


was at one time in charge of all 
radio buying for Geyer, Cornell & 


Newell in Dayton. 


Point out that its been the | discuss 
competitive flavor which has played | D. P. Smelser of Procter & Gamble 
| 


entertainment since | 


| Barrymore. 
| all its spot and network time buying ;mert the agency; Air 
|into a single department with Rich- 


Runyan, Kesten Due for Added Work: 
Lifting Detail Pressure Off Klauber 





+ 


$15 a Week Versatility 


Memphis, March 30. 

Memphis radio station broad- 
cast its own want ad for girl 
typist-clerical help and was 
promptly stampeded. 

Opportunity turned out to be 
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. job, includ- 
ing general office work, review- 
ing the shows, writing script, 
and broadcasting—for $15 a 
week ! 


VARIETY MUGG 
TO SPIEL AT 
ANA CONFAB 











Association of National Advertis- 
ers will devote a full half-day to 
radio discussion at its annual con- 
vention in Hot Springs, Va., April 
26-28. There will be four talks fol- 





lowed by general discussion. 


John Karol of Columbia Broad- 


| casting System will discuss “Testing 


a New Program.’ Louis D. H. Weld 
of McCann-Erickson agency will 
statistical aspects of radio. 


and Al Lehman of the A. N. A. and 
the Cooperative Analysis of Broad- 
casting will contrast city and rural 
| listening habits and program tastes. 
Fourth speaker will be Robert J. 
| Landry of Variety, who will deal 
| with showmanship aspects of radio. 


Landry was a speaker at the White 
| Sulphur get-together of the Amer- 


ican Ass’n of Advertising Agencies 
last spring. 

A. N. A. meetings are strictly off 
the record with only members and 


| invited speakers admitted. 





‘No Promotion from Ranks’ 
Thomas Canning’s Reason 
For Leaving NBC Position 


Thomas Canning, night manager 
of NBC in New York, resigned last 
week after eight years with the net- 
work. Reasons for quitting was fric- 
tion with immediate superiors over 
what Canning alleges is a fixed NBC 
policy of bringing in outsiders to fill 
superior positions instead of gradu- 
ating employees. 

Canning will make radical change. 
Is now en route to Rio de Janeiro, 
where he will locate for two weeks 
as part of a survey of S. A. radio 
situation he has outlined for himself. 
Will spend about four months on 
lower continent between Argentina, 
Uraguay, Brazil and Chile to fa- 
miliarize himself. 





Helen Menken’s Series 





Bayer Aspirin gets new program 
on its NBC-blue Wed. night half- 
hour on April 14, when original dra- 
matic serial, 
Menken, legit 
New program will replace Ethel 
Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
Features, Inc. 


| producing. 


Texaco’s Summer Fare 





Hollywood, March 30. 
Texaco will strip its summer 


air | 








} 


| 
| 


show down to an ork, guest soloists | 


and Jimmy Wallington as_ ring- 
master when Eddie Cantor takes his 
summer respite in June, 

Comic rests up through July and 


| August. 


Lester Horn, of Pittsburgh, 


| 
| 


' 


| 


to continuity staff at WHAT, Philly, ! 


| station is Hazel Ryan, 


| prepping script 
| Harry Houdini, 


| ments 


Columbia is reorganizing its mane 


agement setup, with a view to co« 


ordinating more closely the direction 
of affiliated departments under two 
assistant general managers. Before 


determining the detailed authority 


g.m., 
having drawn up a series 


of each asst. the network is 
of fune- 
one de- 


and 


who is now reporting to whom and 


tional charts showing how 


partment is related to the other, 


why. 

New management setup would 
have Edward Klauber executive 
v.p., remaining at the top, but a 


goodly amount of his present duties 
which deal with management being 
divided between Mefford R. Runyon 
and Paul Kesten, each a v.p. Matters 
of sales and servicing would, for in- 
stance, come under Kesten’s au- 
thority, while management of sta- 
tions would continue to come within 
Runyon’'s jurisdiction, Runyon’s au- 
thority would also take in manage- 
ment factors which have to do with 
general network operation, exclusive 
of sales and ntcbcrncines 


Craney Guides 
Burton Wheeler 
In Court Fight 


Ed. B. Craney, mgr. of Station 
KGIR, Butte, Montana, has been 
spending a good deal of his time in 
Washington acting as adviser to 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler on the 
broadcasting end of the latter's fight 
against President Roosevelt's Su- 
preme Court reform | measure. 
Craney was in New York the week 
before contacting the networks on 
getting the best hookups for the 
Wheeler anti-court reform coterie. 

Craney is also chairman of the 
copyright committee of the National 
Association of Broadcasters. He has 
a proposed amendment to the copy- 
right law for which he is trying to 
line up broadcaster support. 


Maxwell Joins Parade 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Maxwell House Showboat switches 
to Hollywood origination on July 
8 with entire new setup. Expects 
heavy play on film names. 

Herschel Williams, here contacting 
writers and doing preiims, left for 
Mm Be 





ee 


Woman Manager of KRKD 


Los Angeles, March 30. 

First woman manager of a Coast 
recently ele- 
vated to the helm at KRKD. She 
takes over from V. G. Freitag, who 
concentrates on sales. 

Transmitter passes to ownership of 
J. F. Burke, pending apnroval by 


= , | commission. 
‘Her Second Husband,’ | 


| starts starring Helen 
; actress, 





AIR-DRAMATIZING HOUDINI 
Steinberg - Gilman Productions 
show on the late 
Harry Gilman writ- 
ing. 

Outfit has made financial arrange- 
with Hardeen, Houdini's 
brother, for right to radio drama- 
tize late magician’s life, lore and 
the disclosures of tricks and fakery 
he made, 


Bonnelli Joins Ford 
Richard Bonnelli has been pacted 
for next 13 ‘Universal Rhythm’ 
(Ford Motors) Saturday night pro- 





grams on NBC. 
Period is being padded out. Month 
added | ago Olga Albani was added to th 


roster led by Rex Chandler’s ore, 
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NBC BOYS AND GIRLS 
- PLOT OWN OLYMPIAD 


NBC employees have formed a 
group sports club and are now 
drumming up interest in project with 
eye to some extensive athletic ac- 
tivity during approaching ‘outdoor’ 
months. 

George McElrath, of the engineer- 
ing dept., is prez; R. J. Techner, of 
the treasurer’s office, v.p.; Alexan- 
der Nicol, treas.; Frances Barber 
an added v.p., and Jane Miles, sec. 

Late spring and summer sports 
planned are golf, tennis, swimming, 
baseball, rifle range and horseback 
hauls. Next winter, basketball, bowl- 
ing, handball, squash, table tennis 
and badminton, 

NBC proposal is to form teams 
of both sexes to compete against 
outside competish, preferzbly from 
show biz environment. If enough in- 
terest can be excited around the 
place, inter - departmental leagues 
will be formed in various sports. 

To date, greatest interest among 
the NBCasters has been expressed in 
bridie-path bouncing. Girls espe- 
cially are interested; that sport gives 
‘em the opportunity to swing around 
in fancy-colored breeches. 


g Network Chart | 


NBC NEW PROGRAMS 

Standard Brands (Fleischmann’s 
Yeast for Health): Unnamed show 
(consisting of an all-colored revue), 
Fridays, 9 to 9:30 p.m., beginning 
April 9; for 12 weeks. Basic Blue 
with WLW, NC, Blue Mountain and 
Biue Coast. WSPD and WOWO start 
May 7. 

Procter & Gamble (Crisco): ‘Wo- 
man’s Magazine of the Air,’ Mondays 
through Fridays, 3:30 to 3:45 p.m. 
PST through April 23 (thereafter 
2:30 to 2:45 p.m.), beginning April 5; 
for 12 weeks. Basic Pacific Red. 

Internatienal Shoe Co. (Peters 
shoes): ‘Professor Peter Puzzlewit,’ 
brain teasers, with cash awards for 
members of studio audience, Tues- 
days, 8:30 to 9 p.m., PST, beginning 
April 6, for 52 weeks. California 











Blue, and KFBK, KWG, KMJ, 
KERN. 

Sherwin Williams Co. (paints): 
*‘Woman’s Magazine of the Air,’ 


quarter-hour participations on Thurs- 
days, 3:45 to 4 p.m., PST, beginning 
April 1, for 13 weeks. Basic Coast 
Red, KTAR, KDYL, KFBK, KMJ, 
KwWG. 

Sperry Fleur Co.: ‘Woman's Maga- 
zine of the Air,’ five quarter-hour 
participations, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, 3:15 to 3:30 p.m., PST, begin- 
ning April 21. Basic Coast Red, 
KDYL (KOA May 7 only). 

NBC Renewals 


‘Albers Bros. Milling Co. (cereal): 
‘Good Morning Tonite,’ musical pro- 
gram with ork and singers, begin- 
ning April 27, for 36 weeks. Basic 
Coast Red. 

‘American Can Co.: ‘Ben Bernie 
and All the Lads,’ beginning April 
27, for 13 weeks. Basic Blue (except 
WSPD, WOWO and WTCN), WEBC, 
KSTP, WLW, SE, WWNC, WSOC, 
SC, WJDX, SW, KTHS, KTBS, NC, 
NW, Blue Mountain, Blue Coast, 
KTAR. 

CBS New Programs 

American Tebacco (Lucky Strike): 
*Your News Parade,’ with Edwin C. 
Hill, 12:15 to 12:30 p.m. (rebroadcast 
at 2:30 p.m. after May 3), beginning 
April 5, for 13 weeks. Basic 21, Ak- 
ron, Columbus, Dayton, Rochester, 
Worcester, Atlantic City, Bangor, 
Binghamton, Charleston, Fairmont, 
Harrisburg, Milwaukee, Peoria, 
South Bend, Springfield, Topeka, 
Utica, Wheeling, Wichita, Youngs- 
town, Charlotte, Durham, Greens- 
boro, Richmond, Roanoke, Savannah, 
Winston-Salem, Atlanta, Birming- 
ham, Chattanooga, Knoxville, Mem- 
phis, Mobile, Montgomery, Nashville, 
New Orleans, Pensacola, Austin, 
Dallas, Houston, Little Rock, Okla- 
homa City, San Antonio, Shreveport, 
Tulsa, Waco, Wichita Falls, Jackson- 
ville, Orlando, Miami, Tampa, Dav- 
enport, Minneapolis, Sioux City, 
Yankton. After May 3, a rebroad- 
cast will include Colorado Springs, 
Denver, Great Falls. Reno, Salt Lake 
City, Pacific Coast Group, Honolulu. 

Mutual New Programs 

Chicago Engineering Works, Inc. 
(air-conditioning, refrigerating insti- 
tute): Unnamed show, with Kay St. 
Gerr;'ne and the New Dixie De- 
mons orchestra, Tuesdays, 7:45 to 8 
p.m., beginning March 30; for 13 

weeks. WGN, WOR, WLW, CKLW, 
WGAR, WCAE. 





Note: New programs or renewals 
for more than 13 weeks are generally 
ggnceliable in cycles of 12 s--"-- on 
3 days’ notice. 





F.C.C.°S WASHINGTON DOCKET 








DECISIONS 


Washington, March 30. 

Arkansas: KUOA, Siloam Springs, application for 
frequency change from 1260 to 620 ke and power 
boost from 2% to 5 kw denied as in cases of default. 

Florida: WLAK, Lakeland, granted authority to 
transfer control from E. I. Mack to J. P. Marchant, 
on 1310 ke with 100 watts (also granted license re- 
newal from Dec. 1, 1936, to June 1, 1937). 

Illinois: Howard A. Miller, Galesburg, application for 
new station to be operated days on 1500 ke with 100 
watts, dismissed at request of applicant; Galesburg 
Printing and Publishing Co., Galesburg, application for 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 250 watts, 
days only, disrsissed at request of applicant; WCAZ, 
Superior Broadcasting Service, Carthage, granted re- 
quest to withdraw application for daytime power boost 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

Kansas: KSJS, R. J. Laubengayer, Salina, granted 
day power increase from 100 to 250 watts. 

Mississippi: WMFN, Grenada, granted voluntary as- 
signment of construction permit from Attala Broad- 
casting Corp., to P. K. Ewing; WGCM, Gulfport, grant- 
ed authority to transfer control of corporation from 
Sam Gates to P. K. Ewing, 1210 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days. 

Missouri: KGBX, Springfield, application for power 
boost from 500 watts to 1 kw, dismissed at request of 
applicant. 

New York: WHDL, Olean, granted modification of 
license to change name from Olean Broadcasting Co., 
Inc., to WHDL, Inc.; WNBF, Howitt-Wood Radio Co., 
Inc., Binghamton, granted day power increase from 
100 to 250 watts; WSAY, Brown Radio Service and 
Laboratory, Rochester, denied petition to reconsider 
and grant without hearing application to increase 
power from 100 watts daytimes only to 100 watts 
nights and 250 watts days, full time. 

Ohie: WAAJ, Toledo, granted voluntary assignment 
of construction permit to the Fort Industry Company; 
WHK, Cleveland, application for day juice-jump from 
2% to 5 kw dismissed at applicant’s request. 

Oklahoma: WBBZ, estate of C. L. Carrell, Ponca 
City, granted day power boost from 100 to 250 watts; 
KVOO, Tulsa, application for juice-jump from 25 kw 
to 50 kw dismissed at applicant’s request; Paul B. Mc- 
Evoy, Hobart, granted petition to withdraw without 
prejudice application for new station to be operated 
days on 1420 ke with 100 watts; C. Kenneth Miller, 
Tulsa, denied. petition asking commish to reconsider 
and grant new station applicatién for 1310 ke with 
100 watts. ; 

Oregon: KOOS, Marshfield, denied petition asking 
commish to reconsider and grant without hearing ap- 
plication for assignment of license to KOOS, Inc. 

Pennyslvania: WCAE, Pittsburgh, granted renewal 
of license on a temporary basis only, subject to com- 
mish action on renewal application; WDAS, Philadel- 
phia, application for power boost from 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, denied 
as in cases of default. 

South Dakota: KGFX, Ida A. McNeil, Pierre, grant- 
ed involuntary assignment of license from Dana Mc- 
Neil, to Ida A. McNeil, administratrix of the estate of 
Dana McNeil, deceased (also granted renewal of li- 
cense from March 1 to Sept. 1). 

Virginia: WPHR, WLBG, Inc., Petersburg, granted 
renewal of license from the period ending Sept. 1; 
Staunton Broadcasting Co., Inc., Staunton, application 
for new station to be operated on 1500 kc with 250 
watts dismissed at applicant’s request. 

Washington: C. P. Sudweeks, Spokane, denied new 
station to be operated on 950 ke with 500 watts nights, 
1 kw days, as in cases of default. 

Wisconsin: WLBL, State of Wisconsin Department 
of Agriculture and Markets, Stevens Point, granted 
renewal of license for the period ending Sept. 1. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Alabama: Failure to show up at a March 15 hearing 
before a commish examiner cost H. O. Davis a chance 
for a new station at Mobile. Davis’ application for an 
assignment of 610 ke with 250 watts nights, 500 watts 
days, was passed along to the commish by Examiner 
P. W. Seward with recommendation that it be denied. 
Fact that all other interested parties were represented 
‘at considerable expense to them’ was cited by Seward 
as ample reason for a turn-down. 

Applicant sent no attorney to the hearing. Commish 
was represented by Walter Johnson. 

Connecticut: Frequency shift from 900 to 930 ke and 
an increase in operating time from days only to day 
and night was conditionally okayed for WELI, City 
Broadcasting Corp., New Haven, by Examiner Seward, 
Station now uses 500 watts days and is asking addi- 
tional power of 250 watts nights. 

Granting of application was recommended to the 
commish, providing transmitter constructs a direc- 
tional antenna to protect CHNS, Halifax, N. S., as well 
as stations in the U. S. which might suffer objection- 
able interference through the change. 

Connecticut transmitter was championed by Attor- 
neys Ben S. Fisher and Charles V. Wayland, with 
James D. Cunningham batting for the commish. 

Iowa: Repeated effort of J. L. Statler, head of the 
Baker Hospital, Muscatine, to wangle permission to 
ship wax programs into Canada and Mexico, appeared 
doomed by an adverse report turned in by Ralph L. 
Walker. 

A. G. Bush represented the hospital head, while 
Frank U. Fletcher appeared on behalf of the F. C. C. 

Massachusets: Setback was suffered by Harold 
Thomas, licensee of WATR, Waterbury, Conn. trans- 
mitter, in his plans to establish a new transmitter at 
Pittsfield, Mass. 

No need for additional service exists in the area 
proposed to be served, Examiner Seward found, in 
proposing denial of the application, and granting of 
the plea would not prove in the public interest, con- 
venience or necessity. 

Thomas, a naturalized citizen born in Armenia, holds 
89% of the stock of WATR and is general manager 
of the Connecticut station. The new transmitter would 





be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 


days. A Hartford advertising agency partner reported 
interested in Thomas’ Pittsfield venture. 

Legal counsel appearing for the applicant were 
Horace L. Lohnes and E. D. Johnston. Walter Johnson 
represented the commish. 

Second application for a Pittsfield transmitter was 
frowned on by Seward in a joint report in which he 
recommended frequency change and extended opera- 
tion for WELI, New Haven, Conn. Granting of the 
plea of Lawrence K. Miller for a daytime station on 
930 ke with 250 watts would preclude granting of the 
WELI application, Seward pointed out. Additional in- 
terference would be suffered by CFLC, Prescott, 
Canada, if CFLC were classed as a regional station, 
Seward declared. 

Elmer W. Pratt appeared in behalf of applicant with 
James D. Cunningham representing commish. 

Nebraska: Smallie for Falls City was placed on the 
skids by Examiner Walker, because its operation would 
cause ‘serious and objectionable interference’ to 
KCKN, Kansas City, Kans. Filed under the name of 
Falls City Broadcasting Corp. application was for 1310 
ke with 100 watts, unlimited time. Principal objec- 
tions of Walker were concerned with night time oper- 
ation of the proposed transmitter, though—in the event 
the request should be changed to a daytime applica- 
tion—he questioned whether sufficient program ma- 
terial and advertising revenue could be collected to 
provide a desirable service. 

Applicant was represented by James H. Hanley. 
Commish retained Andrew G. Haley. 

North Carolina: Daytime station for Wilson received 
encouragement from Examiner Seward, on the condi- 
tion that the equipment selected should meet with 
commish approval and that the tower should be 
marked in accordance with engineering department 
regs. Applicants, H. W. Wilson and Ben Farmer, are 
seeking a daytime smallie on 1310 kw. 

Frank Stollenwerck represented the petitioners and 
Walter Johnson appeared in behalf of the commish. 

Pennsylvania: Change of hours from specified to un- 
limited was sanctioned by Examiner Bramhall for 
WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, despite apparent conflictions of 
engineering testimony appearing in the report. 

After citing information based on the interference 
curves of the engineering department, to the effect 
that ‘severe objectionable interference’ would occur to 
WKOK, Sunbury, at night if the WBAX plea should 
be granted, Bramhall stated on the next page of his 
report that ‘simultaneous operation of WBAX and 
WKOK could not possibly cause an objectionable in- 
terference to WKOK either at night or in the daytime.’ 
Latter information was based on measurements intro- 
duced by the applicant. In his conclusion, Bramhall 
declared that WKOK’s interests ‘will not be adversely 
affected by reason of interference.’ 

WBAX, now operating weekday mornings from 7 
until noon; Sundays from 1 to 11 p. m., and Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays from 6 until 11, 11:30 and 12 
p. m., respectively, requested unlimited operation. 
John H. Stenger, Jr., owner, operator and chief en- 
gineer of the station since 1922, proposed to spend ap- 
proximately $9,000 for improvements and additional 
equipment, in addition to $60,000 expended on the 
transmitter since its construction. 

Stenger was represented by Joseph C. Nunnally and 
Thomas A. Farrell, Commish retained James D, Cun- 
ningham. 

Texas: Scuffle between two companies for the privi- 
lege of constructing a daytime smallie at Lufkin was 
temporarily ended when Examiner Seward recom- 
mended a commish okay for Red Lands Broadcasting 
Assn. Radio Enterprises, the competing outfit, showed 
equal qualifications for the construction permit, but 
J. R. Curtis and R. Lacy, comprising the corporation, 
were counted out because of their residence in Long- 
view. Ben T. Wilson, Thomas W. Baker and R. A. 
Corbett, copartnership forming the Red Lands broad- 
cast association, won the decision because all three 
live close to the proposed site of the transmitter. Both 
companies showed large assets and a need for a day- 
time station was found to exist in the locality. 

Red Lands was represented by James H. Hanley, 
with Radio Enterprises retaining Frank Stollenwerck. 
Hugh B. Hutchison appeared for the commish. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: WSFA, Montgomery, night juice jump from 
500 watts to 1 kw. 

Arizona: KOY, Phoenix, boost power from 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw day and night. . 

California: Warren B. Worcester, San Diego, new 
station to be operated on 1400 ke with 250 watts nights, 
l kw days. 

Georgia: WRDW, Augusta, day power jump from 100 
watts to 250 watts. 

Illinois: Galesburg Broadcasting Co., Galesburg, new 
station to be operated on 1500 ke with 250 watts, days 
only; Metropolitan Radio Service, Inc., Chicago, new 
station to be operated on 1570 ke with 1 kw. 

Indiana: WOWO, Westinghouse Radio Stations, Inc., 
change hours of operation from simultaneous days, 
share WWVA, Wheeling, W. Va., nights, to unlimited 
(contingent on granting of WWVA'’s application for 
change in frequency). 

Massachusetts: WAAB, Boston, boost power from 
500 watts to 1 kw. 

Minnesota: KVOX, Robert K. Herbst, Moorhead, 
voluntary assignment of construction permit from 
Robert K. Herbst to KVOX Broadcasting Co. 

North Carolina: Capitol Broadcasting Co., Raleigh, 
new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 250 watts 
power, days only. 

Oklahoma: KVOO, Southwestern Sales Corp., Tulsa, 
change hours of operation from simultaneous days with 
WAPT, share WAPI nights, to unlimited, and install 
directional antenna for night use. 

Rhode Island: Colonial Network, Inc., Providence, 
new station to be operated on 720 kc with 1 kw. 

Washington: KXA, American Radio Telephone Co., 
Seattle, install vertical antenna, increase power from 
250 watts nights, 500 watts days to 1 kw all times. 

West Virginia: WBLK, Clarksburg, new transmitter 
and changes in hours of operation from daytime to un- 
limited, requests 100 watts all times and equipment 
changes. 





RADIO ADVERTISING 
PLACED IN LONDON 


London, March 30. 

Placement of radio time on conti- 
nental radio stations for longwave 
return to England continues apace. 
Latest compilation of accounts by In- 
ternational Broadcasting, London ra~- 
dio advertising brokers, gives a fairly 
representative picture of status quo. 
It reveals, among other things, that 
all programming is entirely by either 
gramophone records or transcrip- 
tions, with the latter decidedly minor, 
Radio Normandy and Poste Parisien 
handle (mostly quarter hours) the 
following advertisers: 


BAKING POWDER 
G. Borwick & Sons Ltd. 
BATH SALTS AND CUBES 
International Chemical Co., Ltd. 
BEEF EXTRACTS 
H. Peck & Ce., Ltd. 
BISCUITS AND CAKES 
Huntley & Palmers Ltd. 
BREAD 
Vitbe Flour Mills. 
CEREAL FOODS 
A. C. Fineken & Co, 
Quaker Oats Ltd. 
CHEESE 
Kraft Cheese Co., Ltd. 
CHOCOLATE 
Rowntree & Co., Ltd, 
Aero. 
Black Magic. 
Chocolate Crisp. 
CINEMAS 
Associated British Cinemas Ltd. 
Monseigneur News Theatres Ltd. 
CLEANSERS 
Hudson Ltd. 
CLOTHING 
S. Schneiders & Son Ltd. 
COUGH AND COLD CURES 
International Chemical Co. Ltd. 
MacLeans Ltd, 


R. 8. 


CYCLES 
Currys Ltd. 
DENTIFRICE AND DENTURE 
POWDERS 


Coleman & Co., Ltd. 
Colgate-Paimoltive-Peet Lid, 
Proprietary Agencies Ltd. 


DISINFECTANTS 
Reckitt & Sons Ltd. 


DYES 
Dytex Sales Ltd. 
EMULSIONS AND MALT PREPARA- 
TIONS 


Scott & Bowne Ltd. 

FACE POWDERS 

Ponds Extract Co. 

Society of Herbalists Ltd. 

FOOTBALL POOLS 

Empire Football Pools. 

Goodsway Bonus Football Pools, 

International Sporting Pools, 

Western Sports Pools. 

FOOT TREATMENTS 

International Chemical Co., Ltd. 

HEALTH AND BABY FOODS 
Coleman & Co., Ltd, 

Cow & Gate Lid, 

Horlicks Ltd, 

Virol Ltd. 

Vitamins Ltd. 

HERBAL TREATMENTS 

Society of Herbalists Ltd, 

JELLIES 

Coleman & Co., Ltd. 

JEWELRY 
Spink & Son Ltd. 
LOTIONS 

D.D.D. Co., Ltd. 

Skol Products Ltd. 

MAGAZINES AND PERIODICALS 
Bernard Jones Publications Ltd, 
Macfadden Magazines Ltd, 

News Periodicals Ltd. 

Periodical Press Ltd. 

MEDICINAL 

Allen & Hanbury Ltd, 

Cc. E. Fulford Ltd, 

Fynnon Ltd. 

Griffith Hr-~hes Proprietaries Ltd. 

Internation:! Chemical Co., Ltd, 
Bismag. 

Limestone Phosphate. 
International Laboratories Lté, 
MacLeans Ltd. 

Merchandising & Service Corp., Ltd. 

Middlesex Laboratories of Glandular Re- 

search Ltd. 

Don S. Momand Ltd. 

Proprietary Agencies Ltd. 
California Syrup of Figs. 
Phillips Milk of Magnesia. 

Woodwards Ltd. 

MOUTHWASH AND GERMICIDES 

Sanitas Co., Ltd. 

OINTMENTS 
Cc. E. Fulford Ltd. 
Shurzine Pharmacy. 
OVERALLS 
W. A. Smith & Co., Lad. 
POLISH (GRATE) 
Reckitt & Sons Ltd, 
PORTABLE BUILDINGS 
J. Thorn & Sons Tf.td. 
RADIO SETS 
Currys T.td, 
Radio Acoustic Productions Ltd. 
SAUCES 


George Mason & Co., Ltd, 
SHAMPOOS 
Thos. Hedlev & Co., Ltd. 
SHAVING CREAM 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Ltd. 
SOA 


A. G. Fincken & Co. 
Thos. Hedley & Co., Ltd. 
Fairy Soap, 
Oxvdol. 
R. S. Hudson Ltd, 
Preservene Ltd. 
¢. E. Fulford Ltd. 
Lever Bros., Tad, 
SOLES AND HEELS 
PhiHips Patents T.td. 
TEA AND COFFEE 
Brooke Bond & Co., Ltd, 
J. Lwons & Co., Ltd 
TOILET AND HAND CREAMS 
Ponds Extract Coa. 
TONIC WINES 
Coleman & Co., Ltd. 
Phosferine Products Ltd. 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Ladderix Ltd. 
Rizla Cigarette Paner Mfrs. 


‘IN LAWS’ FOR PUREX 
Los Angeles, March 30. 
Long time Coast fav among the 
serials, ‘The In-Laws,’ goes spon- 





sored again over the Don Lee net- 
work five times a week starting 
April 19. Lord & Thomas bought the 
scripter for Purex. 

Program had a long life on KNX 
before Columbia took over the Hollv- 
wood transmitter. 
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System for Feeding Sustainers 
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Deal which NBC has offered a 
southern station seeking. affiliation 
indicates that the network is em- 
parking on new variation of station 


relations. Under the policy which 
the offer suggested NBC would as- 


sess newcomers whose location is gn 
a regular round-robin for line 
charges and credit such collections 


to sustaining program charges. 

Station involved is in the vicinity 
of the network’s regular line which 
runs from Richmond to Florida. To 
hook on this outlet the cost to NBC 
would be negligible. Proposition 
made to this broadcaster would en- 
tail his putting up in advance be- 
tween $5,000 and $6,000 to cover 
what the web described as line 
charges and out-of-pocket expenses. 
From further remarks the broad- 
caster deduced that what the net- 
work was actually interested in, 
since there was little likelihood of 
selling the market to national hook- 
up advertisers, was making the sta- 
tion a source of income for sustain- 
ing programs. It was pointed out to 
the broadcaster also that as it was 
NBC had an affiliate whose signal 
had proved strong enough to cover 
the former’s town adequately. 

NBC has always made it a policy 
of absorbing the line charges. This 
angle was retained even when the 
network put its new station compen- 
sation contract in effect two years 
ago. A monthly charge for sustain- 
ing programs was replaced by the 
station’s conceding gratis 16 hours of 
nighttime and a like number of day- 
time periods. 


Under Federal Control’ 
Can’t Be Taxed by City, 
Radio Stations Argue 


Little Rock, March 30. 

Validity of a recently enacted city 
measure assessing a $100 annual 
privilege tax against radio stations 
was challenged Thursday (25) by the 
Arkansas Broadcasting Co. owners of 
stations KGHI and KLRA. Corpora- 
tion secured a temporary Chancery 
Court injunction restraining the city 
from enforcing the ordinance. No 
date for hearing was set. Mayor 
Overman, city clerk and chief of 
police were named defendants. 

City council in session last Decem- 
ber unanimously passed the ordi- 
nance, 

Petition charges the stations are 
under authority of the F.C.C. and 
the city lacks jurisdiction over them. 
It also points out that the stations 
engage in interstate commerce and 
cannot be subjected to municipal 
regulation. 











Radio Institutionalizes 
At Billboards’ Expense 


‘ Los Angeles, March 30. 

First Los Angeles major depart- 
ment store to switch its institutional 
advertising from billboards to radio 
is Bullock’s, sponsoring ‘New Hori- 
zons’ on KNX. No sales plugs or 
mark-downs will be used on the 
show, the only semblance of a com- 
mercial being mention of the store’s 
name at opening and signoff. 

Stuart Buchanan producing the 
show which will have Felix Mills 
ork and guest soloists. Contract is 
for 52 weeks in optional stretches. 





Harrington to Texas 


Chicago, March 30. 

Kellogg’s and WJJD get the jump 
on other sponsors and outlets in this 
Vicinity in baseball broadcasting, 
by sending John Harrington to Tex- 
as and Arizona to air the six Sox- | 
Cub games from there, beginning | 
Friday (2), 

Will follow with the seven games 
the two teams play on their way up 
here, thus giving the Kellogg-WJJD 
combination a two weeks lead on 
ether broadcasters. 








‘13’ Jinx Hurdled 





Buffalo, March 30. 

Nat Cohen, WGR salesman, 
said to Walter Amidon, as- 
sistant commercial manager, 
‘Draw up a contract, will you, 
but don’t say for how long.’ 

‘But I have to say for how 
long,’ said Walter. 

‘Yes, but if you say for how 
long, this fellow won't sign,’ 
said Nat. 

‘Why not?’ 

‘The contract is for 13 weeks 
but he is very superstitious.’ 

Finally they got around it by 
making out a contract for 39 
programs—three a week. 











CBS’ Birmmgham 
Deal Adds 50 Kw. 
To Dixie Loop 


Columbia will have another high- 
powered southern station before the 
opening of the next broadcast sea- 
son. Network is slated to become 
affiliated with WAPI, Birmingham, 
Ala., when that station changes 
operators Aug. 15. With the shift the 
outlet will operate at 50,000 watts 
and at full time. WAPI’s license is 
held by a group of Alabama educa- 
tional institutions. 

As an affiliate of NBC, WAPI is 
currently operating at 5,000 watts 
and sharing time with KVOO, Tulsa. 
Present CBS affiliate in Birmingham 
is WBRC, a 1,000-watter on 930 k.c. 

CBS started on its drive to 
strengthen its power setup in the 
southern area a couple years back 
when it tied up with WWL, New 
Orleans. Other current southern big 
lungers on the CBS list are WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C., and WRVA, Rich- 
mond. It tried hard last year to 
wean over WSM, Nashville, but the 
latter decided to accept a renewal 
deal from NBC. 








QUIZ FILM AUDIENCE 


WNEW, New York, Sponsored Pro- 
gram Direct From Theatre 








Bi-weekly Quiz Contest, is to be 
broadcast from the stage of the Para- 
mount theatre, Newark, over 
WNEW, New York. Ted Webbe, 
chief announcer of WNEW, will con- 
duct programs starting this week on 
Tuesdays and Fridays for 13 weeks. 
Roessler Furniture Co. is sponsoring, 
with the theatre taking care of the 
program, line charges and prizes. 

Original contest routine is fol- 
lowed by Webbe. Has theatre audi- 
ence suggest questions, with those 
submitting ones used on program 
receiving prizes, theatre passes. 
Those answering questions correctly 
are given merchandise prizes. 





Durelle Alexander with CBS 


Durelle Alexander, 18-year-old 
warbler, has been squiggled to a 
pact by Columbia Artists. She starts 
in getting a sustaining buildup on 
the new ‘Bill Wright-Vice President’ 
twice weekly afternoon Columbia 
web programs, spotted on a week-to- 
week arrangement, with CBS search- 
ing for another niche for her. 

Lass radio debuted two years ago 
on the old aul Whiteman programs 
for Kraft-Phenix. 





Cramps Spieler 
Columbus, March 30. 

WCOL staff members are gingerly 
feeling their jaws since Announcer 
Bob Seal contracted mumps last 
week. 

In his absence, Seal’s daily ‘Hol- 
lywood Gossip’ program is being 
hendled by his wife, the former 
Marian Barton of Hollywood. 


Mumps 


‘STOP MUTUAL’ 


Line Charge May Become New NBC 


NBC, CBS LOAD 


QM 
UP WITH STATIONS 


Broadcast Trade Sees Big 
Networks Signing Stations 
They Don’t Need Simply 
Because Mutual Wants 
"Em — Also a_ ‘Political 
Favor’ Angle 











AVERAGE HOOK-UPS 








Epidemic of station-grabbing by 
the affiliation route, which has been 
going on along the network front in 
recent months, is beginning to de- 
velop mixed reactions in trade cir- 
cles. Some are wondering whether 
NBC and Columbia have been moti- 
vated by, a definite and crystallized 
policy which seeks to consolidate 
coverage position by plugging up all 
the holes, while others harbor the 
suspicion that the two major webs 
are primarily interested in keeping 
whatever stations there may be loose 
from Mutual. 


With but few exceptions the new 
alignments in the case of both NBC 
and Columbia have been outlets in 
the small-watter class, Most of these 
stations have been available for 
affiliation for years, and it was not 
so long ago that the majority of 
them were knocking repeatedly at 
network doors for admittance and 
without the slightest encouragement 
accorded them, 


Two major networks aver that the 
demand for broadcast facilities has 
reached the point where national ad- 
vertisers by and large are willing to 
expand their appropriations to cover 
the minor strata of markets. Skep- 
tics among trade observers say that 
this sounds more like wishful think- 
ing or an effort to obscure the real 
motive, and to back up this viewpoint 


Weber Picks ’Em 








Wisecrackers in broadcast 
circles are calling Fred Weber, 
general manager of Mutual, the 
greatest deal-closer for CBS 
and NBC station affiliations 
now on the long-distance tele- 
phone. 

Stations that have never been 
able to get a tumble from CBS 
and NBC now get overnight 
action once Weber, advance 
agent for Mutual's expansion, 
contacts them and the whisper 
comes back to Manhattan on 
the wings of a sparrow. 











cite CBS’ own statement that the 
average commercial hookup last year 
figured 47 stations at night and 33 
during the day. These doubters also 
pose the estimate that in the case of 
NBC the average nightly hookup is 
not much above 40 stations for the 
red link and around 25 for the blue. 


Obliges Politicians 


Some allowance for the profusion 
of new alliances is made to political 
expediency. It is no easy matter for 
the networks to resist the pressure 
brought by some U. S. senator or 
congressman with an important com- 
mittee assignment or strategic Wash- 
ington connection who would like to 
see his local station made happy with 
a network connection, not to speak 
of the statesman’s self beneficence 
which might accrue on such occa- 
sions when he is given a crack at a 
mike in Washington. 

Insiders say that these political 
favors have constituted but a minor 


percentage of the recent network 
take-ons. They are of the opinion 
that the drive from the NBC and 


Columbia fronts predominates in 
freezeout intentions and that the 
common objective is Mutual. These 


observers are also beginning to won- 
der what political repercussions there 
may be in store for the two major 
networks as a result of the current 
gobble. They foresee some hostile 
coterie in Washington making capital 





of the fact that 227 stations are gath- 


CAMPAIGN 
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Columbia May Buy 
Stromberg-Carlson 


Offset to Bridge 








NBC has designed a program 
labeled ‘Woman's Matinee’ 
aimed at the ladies of the land 
who entertain at bridge ’tween 
lunch and dinner. Seeking a 
sponsor who will bankroll the 
half-hour show, preferably late 
in the afternoon, NBC has out- 
lined some angles network 
thinks will bait the bridge- 
playing girls into tuning in 
during their parties. 

Music is in sweet style, with 
a romantic tenor inserted to 
further the cause. Listeners, 
especially hostesses, are invited 
to submit requests, which will 
be played for specifically an- 
nounced party. 

To make ‘Woman's Matinee’ 
attractive in even greater de- 
gree for afternoon party-throw- 
ers, questions will be answered 
on air anent suggestions for 
party stunts, recipes, menus, 
favors, etc, 


KMBC PROGRAM 
WAXED IN 
HOLLYWOOD 


Kansas City, March 30. 

Arthur B, Church, of KMBC, Kan- 
sas City, is preparing a transcription 
series on ‘Phenomenon-Electrifying 
History’ for sponsorship by individ- 
ual power companies in various 
parts of the country. Program has 
been running on KMBC for some 
time under the K.C, Power & Light 
Co. label. 

Show is being stencilled in Holly- 
wood by World and will include sev- 
eral film names signatured by 
Church while he was on the Coast 
this winter. First disc in the series 
will have Claude Rains impersonat- 
ing Napoleon, Others on the show 
include Robert Frazer and Jean Col- 
bert. Announcer and narrator is 
Hugh Conrad (Westbrook Van Voor- 
his), with Fran Heyser, production 
director of KMBC, doing the direct- 
ing. Albert Von Tilzer has written 
a special musical score. 

















George Halley, national rep for 
KMBC shows, is handling the series’ 
sales from Chicago. 

In a _ settlement made between 
Church and Ted Malone, creator of 
the ‘Phenomenon’ series, Church re- 
tained the rights to the entire 144 
scripts already prepared. Church, in 
return, ceded to Malone the exclu- 
sive rights to his ‘Between the Book- 
ends’ program. Malone, who was 
Church's program manager, has for 
the 26 weeks been on CBS for Lehn 
& Fink. 





Lathering Up Comment 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Sweetheart Soap sponsors Thomas 
Conrad Sawyer in a weekly com: 
mentator program. He hails from 
Boston. 

Show airs on National Broadcast- 
ing coast red. Margaret MacDonald 
will do a fashion spiel. 





ered within two network folds and 
that these constitute anywhere from 
75% to 85% of the country’s avail- 
able broadcast power units. 

Mutual and its philosophy of sta- 
tion compensation has from the start 
been unpopular with both Columbia 
and National networks. Based on 
cooperative foundations, Mutual is 
attempting to reverse the usual net- 
work arithmetic of station pay-off on 
card rates. Where CBS and NBC, 
broadly, are taking the long end of 
70-30 with the Mutual set-up the 
station gets the long end on com- 
mercials, 
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WHAM, Rochester; 
Approached WSAY 


Reports have come into New York 
that the Stromberg-Carlson interests 
of Rochester, N. Y., have undertaken 
a couple of station maneuvers, one 
of these being the possible sale of its 
own 50,000-watter, WHAM, to CBS, 
and the other involving an attempt 
to purchase WSAY, 100-watter. In 
approaching Gordon Brown, owner 
of WSAY, a Stromberg-Carlson of- 
ficial explained that his company 
was interested in providing a Ro- 
chester release for NBC's red 
(WEAF) network. 

Info from broadcasters in upstate 
New York is that the deal on 
WHAM, now part of NBC’s blue 
(WJZ) link and rated as one of the 
latter’s strongest links, has been 
pretty well ironed out, but that CBS 
has elected to hold off exchanging 
signatures until it saw what dispo- 
sition the Federal Communications 
Commission made of the pending 
WOAI, San Antonio, case. Colum- 
bia’s original attempt to get posses- 
sion of the lower Texas 50,000-watter 
met with a sizzling rebuff from one 
of the commish’s examiners. In his 
report, issued the day before New 
Year’s, the examiner scored CBS’ 
purchase price as being away be- 
yond the station’s physical or actual 
value and he also took the occasion 
for a blast on the practice of traf- 
ficking in wavelengths. Columbia’s 
present affiliate in Rochester is 
WHEC. 

Proposition which the Stromberg- 
Carlson official made to Brown 
called for a cash payment of $25,000, 
his retention on the station’s payroll 
over a period of years at $60 a week 
and 20% of the network profits. 
Brown, who is an inventor holding 
some valuable communications pat- 
ents and who built WSAY’s trans- 
mitter according to his own plans 
and devices, refused to consider any 
deal from Stromberg-Carlson. 

Brown has an application with the 
commission for night time operation 
and a boost in power to 250 watts. 


WPA USES WMCA SPACE 
FOR AIR REHEARSALS 


WPA radio project, recently 
moved into WMCA, New York, 
building, is for first time having its 
own ‘studios,’ although they will be 
just more or less dummies of the 
McCoy in that no actual broadcasts 
will emanate from ‘em; they’ll be 
utilized strictly as rehearsal rooms, 
though are replete with control 
cubicles, mikes et cetera. Uncle Sam 
wouldn’t put up the pesos for wire 
charges that would permit his nieces 
and nephews to pipe out their pro- 
grams to the N. Y. stations airing 
their seven weekly programs. 

This week the WPA Theatre con- 
centrated its camp in the Chanin 
building, to save rent money that 
will be used to spread out on pay- 
roll. One of the reasons the radio 
outfit, a wing of the theatre project, 
didn’t cramp in was that in the 
WMCA building, housing the station 
that it does, also permits the project 
to use studios of WMCA for practice 
when rooms are not in commercial 
use, 

There are at present 225 on the 
WPA radio roster, headed by Evan 
Roberts. 


WHK-WJAY Start ‘School’ 


Cleveland, March 30. 

WKH, Cleveland, and its sister 
outlet, WJAY, have started a dramat- 
ic training school for listeners with 
a mike yen. It's brought in Gene 
LaValle, former vaudevillian, to do 
the teaching. 

Tyro will be given two lessons a 
week and after two months of it the 
cream of the crop will be given a 
chance to emote in playlets over 
WHK and WJAY mikes. (Not re- 
ported if La Valle charges a fee for 
coaching.) 























H. V. Kaltenborn out on lecture 
tour of the mid-west. 
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to the Home Office... 











Here is the story picked attinde 
from the early reports poping 



















Rialto Theatre, Louisville — Sets a 


this town. 


Paramount Theatre, Newark— Op 
than “Big Broadcast” which was a 


Omaha Theatre, Omaha — Bigges! 
five years! 


Buffalo Theatre, Buffalo — Right y 
big grosses on “Big Broadcast.” 


w hig 


Fox Theatre, San Francisco— Sets# recc 
gross against what is usually bad shi days 


1 bigg 
ey. 


mash 
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y OPENING! 


KI WEDDING Already Proves 


x-Office Lulu from Honolulu! 




































d at indom Michigan Theatre, Detroit— Broke every house Fort Worth Theatre, Fort Worth —Twenty-five 
. » ae record for the past three years. per cent better than “Texas Rangers,” which 
, Pare did sensational business in this situation. 


Paramount Theatre, Salt Lake City — Equals 
high holiday grosses and already beats “Big Metropolitan Theatre, Houston — First three days 
pw high. Broadcast.” 25 per cent better than “Rhythm on the Range,” 











and way chead of “Texas Rangers,” two at- 


Pong Metropolitan Theatre, Boston —First four days’ tractions that they're still talking about. 
ad shi days in business equals ‘‘Lonesome Pine,” which sure 


is golen somet Pulaski Theatre, Little Rock— Best opening day 


in nine months. 










-Operl bigger me 
os oeeys Alabama Theatre, Birmingham — Better than Malco Theatre, Memphis — First three days 
“Big Broadcast” and neck and neck with turned in average week's gross business. 
iggessmash in “Rhythm on the Range,” which was aces. 
Roosevelt Theatre, Chicago — Tremendous busi- 
Des Moines Theatre, Des Moines — Ringing the ness Saturday and Sunday. Gross 
ght yy with the bell as biggest in years. Up with “Rhythm on is biggest theatre has experienced 
, | 





the Range,” and that was tops. in past six or seven years. 














| HOLDOVERS indicated everywhere ... the best 
proof that “It Pays to Play a Paramount Picture” 
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PARAMOUNT ON PARADE 
With Lynne Overman, Mary Carlisle, 

Bob Burns, Shirley Ross, Phil 

Harris, Albee Sisters, Rufe Davis, 

Victor Young Orchestra, Boris 

Meorros 
30 Mins. 

PARAMOUNT PICTURES 
Sunday, 12 Noon 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

First half hour from the Para- 
mount lot in Hollywood to hit trans- 
continental NBC red loop was pretty 
blah entertainment. It contained 
within its unfoldment a whole series 
of kindergarten mistakes. What the 
production end seemed not to know 
about broadcasting technique was 
ample. 

Paramount prestige will suffer if 
more broadcasts of this loose, care- 
less and often-asinine nature are 
perpetrated. NBC, CBS and Mutual 
consistently average higher on their 
sustainers than did this program that 
professes to represent the resources 
and the showmanship of a big Holly- 
wood entertainment factory. 

Program rambled. Opened slow 
with music. Then took up a routine 
of hunting for Lynne Overman and 
Mary Carlisle, who were due on 
stage six, but never quite made it 
with their various stops. It’s all sup- 
posed to be pick-ups from various 
points of the Paramount lot. 

Business life and the mental level 
of Paramount employes were made 
to seem silly rather than glamorous. 
Presumably the influence behind 
Overman-Carlisle routine was the 
Burns and Allen precedent, with 
Overman doing Gracie. He’'s.a good 
performer, but a poor Gracie. Miss 
Carlisle was indifferent, net. She 
was given too much responsibility 
for her experience. Lacking any- 
thing that can register via kilocycles 
she might be any ingenue. She 
doesn’t belong as the keystone of a 
radio comedy arch by which Para- 
mount will be judged. 

‘Mountain Music’ and‘ Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ were the two Paramount re- 
leases to get the plugs. Mostly 
through songs therefrom. Nothing 
of story or plot is revealed. That’s 
probably smart. Especially as the 
program is dedicated to the exhibi- 
tors of the United States who will 
play the said pictures. 

Along with other examples of bad 
broadcasting may be cited the sev- 
eral lines of dialog which the radio 
producer. Boris Morros had writ- 
ten in for himself. Morros should 
get that on a record and listen to 
himself, and Paramount itself must 
get some things straight—Paramount 
as an organization will be judged by 
the persons who are submitted to 
the public at large as its representa- 
tives. Morros’ dialect unhappily 
means he should never become ar- 
ticulate. It fits in too dangerously 
with those legendary stories heard 
about some of the Hollywood ty- 
coons. 

It was a long half hour. Long in 
stage waits, pointless idle conversa- 
tion, a windy many-chorused rendi- 
tion by Rufe Davis of ‘Mama Don’t 
"Low No Music Played in Here.’ 
Long, too, is a story about a pig told 
by Bob Burns with a throwaway 
punch-line that had to be signalled 
afterward with a_ self-conscious 
laugh. 

Musically, the tie-togethers were 
first rate. Phil Harris sampled, Al- 
bee Sisters sang, Vic Young held the 
reins for the major stretch. Shirley 
Ross bunted out a safe on first. 

There were odd, confusing, unnec- 
essary allusions as when Claudette 
Colbert, Marlene Dietrich and other 
Paramount players were mentioned. 
Reference served only to emphasize 
their absence and the absence of 
Paramount’s other first line person- 
alities, and to remind listeners that 
lesser constellations were twinkling. 
Shirley Ross exited with a line that 
had her looking for the two song- 
writers who had written the number 
she just rendered. Log rolling on 
the air must be done artfully—this 
sort of gratuitous off-hand comment 
about a couple of songwriters will 
mean nothing to the public. On the 
contrary, it clutters up the script. 

Introduction of some of the studio 
jargon as if the radio mike was 
eavesdropping at the shooting of an 
actual film take is good. Judicious 
use of this patter fits in with the illu- 
sion of visiting a film studio at work. 

_It’s risky perhaps to draw conclu- 
sions, but the ‘Paramount on Parade’ 
broadcast seemed to indicate that 
the men in charge did not think 
radio called for much thought and 
preparation. This one was a quickie 
in production values, editing, tempo, 
marquee names. Material was not 
rigorzusly sifted and weighed in ad- 
vance. It imitated, but did not du- 
plicate odds and ends of standard 
commercials. A_ strong suspicion 
seems justified that the persons who 
rushed in where self-conscious spon- 
sors fear to tread had not done much 
listening at the loudspeaker prior to 
embarking on this brave enterprise. 
Land. 
CLYDE BARRIE 
Negro Baritone 
Sustaining—CBS 
Thursday, 6:15 p.m. 
WABC, New York 


Clyde Barrie has a robust deep 
baritone of pronounced’ musical 
values. Columbia network projects 
him against a background of Howard 
Barlow’s rich orchestral support at 
an early evening spot. Range runs 
to the reverential but with more 
popular stuff included. 

Well-trained voice 
diction. 


and good 
Land. 


BURNS and ALLEN 

With Elliett Nugent, Norma Lee, 
Wallis Clark and Howard Lind- 
say; Elsa Maxwell and Hedda Hop- 


per 

‘Duicy’ 
Dramatization 
60 Mins. 
LUX 
Monday, 9 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) | 
If Gracie Allen had to go in for 
straight dramatic characterization 
comedy, ‘Dulcy’ is as good a vehicle 
as could be found for her in a hard 
day’s hunt through U. S. dramaturgy. 
Wisely, she did not try to upstage 
her type, or go Theatre Guild in 
her acting. She just read fhe lines, 
which not alone sufficed to get her 
across, but also made successful her 
bow-on in a play-dramatization. 
Character was lucid in its lunacy 
along lines of what authors George 
S. Kaufman and Mare Connelly in- 
tended when they penned play near- 
ly 15 years ago. Burns overdid by 
an attempt to mugg it up in the legit 
theatre manner, and got out beyond 
his depth several times. His role, 
that of ‘Duley’s’ husband, was a 
straight for the wife. 
Elliott Nugent, Norma Lee (Mrs. 
Nugent). Wallis Clark and How- 
ard Lindsay were all in original 
Broadway production, and here lent 
robust support. 
Play in spots showed its age, and 
the ozone script could have been 
smartened up more. 
Elsa Maxwell, conceiver of ‘so- 
phisticated’ motifs for socialite par- 
ties, was picked up for a short spiel 
from N. Y. She’s old stuff on the 
air by now, but usually good. 

She got in a slug of personal pub- 
licizing by saying she ‘guaranteed’ 
to throw ‘the best party in the 
world’ for anyone wanting her serv- 
ices. 

Hedda Hopper, pic actress, also 
had a short shot; spoke on her film 


work and also on the _ product 
plugged by program. Bert. 
‘JOHNNY APPLESEED’ 
Dramatization 

30 Mins. 


OHIO STATE U. 
Thursday, 2 p.m, 
WLW, Cincinnati 

Weekly script show put on by Ohio 
State U’s Radio Workshop selected 
good subject in the ‘Johnny Apple- 
seed’ character for a dramatization. 
Unfortunately, pace was palsied and 
script lacked dramatic highlights 
that would have helped intensify 
listener interest. 

‘Appleseed’ was a chap named 
John Chapman, who drifted out into 
Ohio Valley region about the time 
Dan Boone was trail-blazin’ the 
sector. A backwoods horticulturist, 
Chapman, despite the perils that 
lurked on the frontier, spent his 
whole life planting and nursing fruit 
trees. Lived till he was 85. 

Script treatment used by Mere- 
dith Page, director of Playshop, in 
fashioning his work was to drama- 
tize little incidents in Chapman’s 
life. “ie was a placid enough fel- 
low, from all accounts, but some 
excitement must have cropped up, 
and if the records didn’t show any, 
then some could have been manu- 
factured. 

Also, Chapman was probably the 
first American nudist, or rather 
semi-nudist, in that he wore san- 
dals, shorts and open shirt virtually 
the year ’round, That pleased the 
Injuns, and they let him alone; 
planter was also a vegetarian, rare 
to find among the venison-gnawing 
pioneers. These facts were glossed 
over, and could have been fore- 
fronted. Also some incidents might 
have been slipped in that would 
have intro'd historical figures Chap- 
man rubbed up against. In the script 
he met only Gen. Israel Putnam, and 
the adolescent Abe Lincoln. Bert. 


NBC EASTER PARADE : 
With Jack Frazer, George Hicks, 

Elsa Maxwell 
Remote Stunt 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

An annual ‘special events’ stunt 
by NBC takes a mobile truck down 
Fifth Avenue for stops in front of 
the fashionable churches. From the 
truck Jack Frazer spiels, semi ad 
lib. Supplemental to the unit, is 
George Hicks in frock trousers and 
topper. In the silk lid is a minia- 
ture radio broadcasting antenna. 
Hicks has a walking engineering 
ensemble strapped down under the 
habiliments of formal elegance. 

Elsa Maxwell, who does society’s 
thinking for it, trooped along with 
Hicks to say a few words about the 
finery emerging from the _taber- 
nacles. Her most sensational dis- 
covery was George Jean Nathan 
going to church in a silk hat. She 
identified Myron Taylor as the head 
of the ‘steel trust’ and slipped in 
a reference to Princess Paley, one 
of the second generation Hearsts, 


etc 

NBC then hopped to Sycamore, 
Illinois, a town of 4,000 pop to de- 
scribe the Easter Parade there. This 
may well have been a social bomb- 
shell in Sycamore, for it sounded 
like every well-to-do family in town 
was mentioned. Sycamore’s society 
items were given network publica- 
tion. And those who didn’t get a 
tumbie may never recover from the 
setback. NBC even mentioned the 
name of a college girl’s house guest 
and what a four-year-old son of a 
local politician was wearing. 

It’s radio! 





Land. 





Follow-Up Comment 


Walter Millis, author and N. Y. 
Herald Tribune editorialist, held dis- 
cussion with Dr. William E. Bohn on 
the subject, ‘Will There Be War in 
Europe?’ at a Rand School round 
table broadcast by WEVD, New 
York. For names, ideas and delivery, 
this 15-minute program compared 
favorably with current events ex- 
changes heard via the networks. It 
was obvious that Millis as well as his 
interrogator possessed the back- 
ground to consider authoritatively 
the question of a European war and 
its implications. Millis, an incisive 
speaker, believes that a conflict is 
inevitable, despite the fact none of 
the major powers desires one on a 
large scale. Dr. Bohn is off the 
beaten track for a radio interviewer, 
in that he remains on an intellectual 
par with the celebrity across the 
table. Has a deep voice and a rather 
impressive manner. 








Polly Moran virtually took over 
the ‘Doing the Town Interview’ pro- 
gram Monday (29) night in front of 
Strand theatre, Broadway. while Bill 
Stern was interviewing persons in 
his audience on possibility of a wom- 
an being named president. She 
wound up her ad lib hysterics by 
nominating Aimee Semple McPher- 
son for chief executive spot. Pro- 
gram airs over WMCA, N. Y. Spon- 
sors, Barney’s Clothes, and others 
connected with broadcast claim it 
was not framed. So help them, 
Larry Nixon. 





Crosby Gaige, broadcasting daily 
for Mueller’s macaroni, is now part 
of a smoother, more coherent morn- 
ing quarter hour. Less hectic and 
choppy. Agency has been ironing 
out kinks. 





Music Hall Varieties, BBC program 
short-waved Saturday afternoon for 
a half-hour to America and rebroad- 
cast over the NBC red, carried 
typically British-style and British- 
accented entertainment. Like several 
previous segments of an evening 
BBC stanzas, this one lacked some of 
the balance and diversification which 
dialers on this side of the water have 
come to expect from a variety broad- 
cast. Predominantly masculine, it 
had, among other acts, a pair of two- 
men comedy teams. One used songs 
with laugh punch lines; the other, 
chatter, climaxed by a vocal number 
(cut off for the reswitch to NBC’s 
a York studios). 

isible audience appeared to like 
both duos, their material being defi- 
nitely slanted for Britishers. Notice- 
able that firm-voiced comedian of 
second twosome had the audience 
laughing as he pounced for the 
comedy kill on the feed lines of his 
airy-mannered foil. Playing of a 
pianist (Charles Koonz?) with or- 
chestra was one of the best bits, for 
American reception. A femme pop 
warbler was among the others heard. 
In the U. S. A., vaudeville lovers are 
the ones most likely to enjoy these 
BBC shots, listeners unfamiliar with 
old-time variety may not compre- 
hend. Reception was marred by some 
‘swallowing,’ particularly on the ap- 
plause. 





Victor Moore-Helen’ Broderick 
moved from NBC to CBS Sunday 
night and the script mentioned this 
so often and so hard that it was 
annoying. Material for the switch- 
over stanza was otherwise marred by 
verbosity and blunted points. Comedy 
veered steadily off the track of 
amusement into the weeds of sheer 
silliness. Program needs to do a good 
deal better now that it has hopped 
aboard the fast Sundav night express. 
This sample was Podunkish in 
quality. 





Phil Baker’s baby got a bit bore- 
some on the Gulf gas show Sunday 
night and it may also be reported 
that Jack Benny’s constant refer- 
ences to the first person singular 
palled a bit. Comedy programs ap- 
pear to be over-doing their personali- 
ties. This is a matter of judgment 
and length. Fans of Baker may be 
inclined to share a little in his 
parental enthusiasm. But after all, 
it’s his baby, not the _ public’s. 
Similarly the practice of .-Benny to 
dramatize his comings and goings 
and stopovers has a dangerous 
tendency to seem egocentric. The 
world does not revolve around the 
private life of any performer and it 
would seem comedians are riding for 
a toe-stub if they keep up the family 
stuff. It’s funny when it’s funny, but 
in between when the gags collapse, 
the personal advertising stands out. 
Perhaps Eddie Cantor is chiefly to 
blame for starting it. 

Anyhow both Baker and Benny 
were below their own average Sun- 
day. Had the material been brighter 
and the laughs sturdier maybe the 
family and the personals and the ‘me 
—the hub of the universe’ angle 
wouldn't arise. 





Alex Buchan, sports announcer for 
WTMV started a new program ‘Sport- 
shots’ last week. Golf news will be 
added to baseball, track, boxing, etc. 





Thunder storm, coming in the 
midst of a snow flurry, put WEBR, 
Buffalo, off the air for 24 minutes 





Wednesday night (24). 





UNIVERSITY OF DENVER 
With John Held, Jr. 
30 Mins. 
PONTIAC 
Friday, 10:39 p. m. 
WEAF, New York 
(McManus, John & Adam) 

Rah-rah series is still lean on en- 
tertainment as such. Except for 
alumni, fond parents and such, hard 
to see why dialers should turn to 
the show or stay there if they land 
by accident, 

With only student talent available, 
an obvious solution would be to 
catch the atmosphere and character 
of each campus visited. This tenth 
session did devote attention to Den- 
ver U.’s history, but via dramatiza- 
tion that was weaker than straight 
narrative. Reason, apparently, was 
to drag Abraham Lincoln into the 
script, but it still sounded like a 
college student and carried no dra- 
matic punch. 

Even after listening to 30 minutes 
from the Denver campus dialer 
could be entirely in the dark about 
the institution's size, courses, aims 
ard countless matters that might be 
interesting if eloquently presented. 
Instead, program included plenty of 
so-so band tooting, inferior glee club 
singing and untalented individual 
turns. 

Single moment of even mild wal- 
lop was close, when entire stude au- 
dience in campus chapel sang the 
alma mater. While neither the song 
nor the singing was unusual, some- 
thing of the undergrad spirit was 
briefly. stirring. Hobe. 


‘HOLLYWOOD IN PERSON’ 

With Art Shank, Marearet McKay, 
Gwen Wakeling, Michael Whelan, 
Florence Enright 

Film Gossip 

15 Mins. 

GENERAL MILLS 

Mon. thru Fri., 11:45 a. m. 

FFI, Los Angeles 


(Baggaley, Horton & Hoyt) 

Studio prowl idea _ originally 
stemmed from Paul Harrison, picture 
ed of Newspaper Enterprise Ass’n. 
He was all set to go with it when 
the sponsor asked for a Hays office 
okay. Buck was passed to individual 
studios and before Harrison could 
make the rounds the Hollywood Re- 
porter (trade daily) got busy. Lat- 
ter contacted the agency, and hav- 
ing made a better showing than Har- 
rison, was granted the deal for this 
local. 

While this was going on two other 
film studios were working along the 
same lines. First to break through 
was Transamerican in association 
with Warners. This formed the 
basis of the new Dick Powell show, 
shipped east on film several weeks 
ago for agency perusal. When Par- 
amount hits the lanes it will be with 
a similar idea. So Harrison hatched 
the thought and Warners was first 
to market it. 

Basis of this quarter hour show is 
to go through the various flicker 
studios picking up chatter items and 
looking in on this and that depart- 
ment of picture making. Program 
has in Art Shank a buoyant person- 
ality. He is the studio guide who 
maps the course and keeps things 
going. Margaret McKay pokes into 
the fashion corners and drew from 
Gwen Wakeling, 20th Century-Fox 
designer, a forecast of what’s to be 
worn on the turret this spring, also 
gossipy sidelights on what the stars 
wear. Shank interviewed Michael 
Whelan, actor, and Florence Enright. 
talent coach. He also delivered a 
few items of fan interest and let go 
with plugs for stars and pictures on 
other lots. Fox-West Coast theatre 
chain came in for a _ salute and 
vlenty of powder was burned for 
‘Seventh Heaven.’ 

Myrt and Marge are slotted oppo- 
site on the other net out here, so 
this one will have to fight for its 
nortion of the dialers. Those morn- 
ing script shows are gospel with the 
home makers in this area. Helm. 


ALBERT MITCHELL 

With Edward Longstreth 

‘The Answer Man’ 

15 Mins. 

PROVIDENT LOAN SOCIETY 

Tues., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 

WOR, New York 
(McCann-Erickson) 

Country's highest class hockshop 
bows into broadcasting with this 
sponsorship. Provident Loan has 21 
branch three-ball emporiums spotted 
around Greater New York. 

Mitchell is the ‘Al’ who is the ar- 
ranger and vaudevillian who last 
tramped stages when m.c.’ing a 
troupe of ‘Town Hall’ amateurs sea- 
son before last. Longstreth is a radio 
dramatist, and turns out the copy 
for this one, as well as straighting on 
program. 

It seems the sponsor wants to keep 
an elevated tone on program, and 
hence comedy siants of all sorts are 
out; there should nevertheless be a 
little levity salted in for variety’s 
sake. Listeners pen in perplexities 
and Longstreth poses ‘em for Mit- 
chell’s explaining. Of course, sides 
are never taken, and all sorts of 
queries are answered. Nice assort- 
ment were brought up when caught 
last Thursday (18). 

Program was given an ‘out-of- 
town tryout’ on WICC, Bridgeport, 
Conn. before it was unleashed in the 
Big Burg. 

Mitchell has nice radio personality. 

Bert. 





—— 


EDDIE PEABODY 

With Ruth Gillette, Three Shades of 
Blue, Arthur Bryan, Jones Boys, 
Ronald Graham, Oscar and Elmer, 
Leon Leonardi’s orch. 

One Hour—Local 

Sustaining 

Wed., 8 p. m. 

KFWB, Hollywood 


Yhird Transamerican Coast-pro- 
duced show duet to be shipped east on 
wax for agency inspection. Forerun- 
hers were: the Haven MacQuarrie 
amateur skit and ‘Dick Powell in 
Movieland.’ 


Hour show in live talent local ver- 
sion is built in and around Peabody, 
who is the country’s top virtuoso on 
banjo. He also picks away at a half 
dozen stringed boxes, some of his 
own invention. 


Action is spotted on the Peabody 
ranch where performers drop in for 
an exchange of pleasantries and the 
indulgence of their specialty. Sur- 
rounding talent and Leon Leonardi’s 
ork keep the program moving at a 
pace brisk to a fault. It can be 
slowed down and un-noised without 
affecting the general tempo. Too 
much hurrah from the audience and 
patently cued by a card holder-up- 
per. 

In the talent lineup are many local 
standbys, including Oscar and Elmer, 
panting rustics; Ruth Gillette, so- 
prano, and Ronald Graham, baritone. 
Jones Boys, carbons of the Mills 
freres, and Three Shades of Blue, 
femme trio, give the show a nice lift 
and are fitted in for the best results. 


Peabody has a couple of turns that 
are pips for novelty. His mocking 
bird imitation on a violin and a 
humming chorus’ backgrounding 
‘Moonlight and Roses’ are top hole. 
Arthur Bryan, who is on the sta- 
tion’s production staff, simulates Bill 
Fields for an interrupting routine 
that adds a neat comedy touch. 
Leonardi’s arrangement of ‘Nobody’s 
Sweetheart’ definitely stamps the 
transmitter’s new maestro as a 
swingologist to be reckoned with. He 
also has a nice grasp of sia,” ~ am 

eln, 


GEORGE BOWE 
With Leo Desjardins, Roy Sedley, 

Bobbie Lane, Bob Shields, Otte 

Neubauer’s Diplomats 
Music, Songs, Comedy 
30 Mins. 

HELEN’S BEAUTY SHOPS 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 
WTIC, Hartford 

(M. H. Hammer) 

Outgrowth of a ride that was once 
amateur and later semi-pro, this 
weekly session has gone completely 
professional, even importing talent 
from outside the Connecticut area. 
Guests, augmenting skeleton stand- 
ing corps, give program a newness 
sure to retain customers so long as 
policy is followed. 

Show-builders apparently keep 
eyes on schedulds of Hartford rialto 
and sign whatever likely performers 
are available. If nothing happens to 
be around, acts are -trought in espe- 
cially for the half-hour. In bill 
caught (28) examples were Roy Sed- 
ley and Bobbie Lane, due at Loew’s 
State with unit show (theatre 
credited). 


George Bowe, heavy-pulling WTIC 
spokesman, at reins; somehow 
doesn’t seem to fit into this vaude 
frame as tidily as other important 
station assignments. Otto Neubauer’s 
Diplomats, competent synco organ- 
ization, supplies between-the-acts 
music; Neubauer ; lays a lot of piano, 
decidedly helpful. Another regular 
of program is Leo Desjardins, ortho- 
dox troubador who is less success- 
ful when sharing dialog with the 
m.c. 

Sedley is a monologist, owning a 
fancy line of chatter and bang-bang- 
ing at a pace attenders both at home 
and in the studio like. Some of the 
Sedley stuff, perhaps, is better on 
Broadway. One crack at nearby 
city of Bridgeport was plainly out of 
place. Nevertheless, Sedley sounded 
good enough to warrant further 
spotting. Other guest, Bobbie Lane, 
interping ‘Boo Hoo,’ was less fortu- 
nate, a bad booking. 

Commercials, plugging bargains of 
beauty shops in Hartford and Nor- 
wich, are effectively stated by Bob 
Shields. Lots of merchandising, with 
such come-ons as $50 watches and 
theatre tickets (also Loew’s State). 
_ Evidence of intention to ride high 
is announcement of Pat Rooney as 
next week’s company. Elem. 


THREE ACES 
With Bob Albright 
Songs, Chatter 

15 Mins.—Local 
OLSON RUG CO. 
Daily, 8:15 a.m, 
WIR, Detroit 


Three Aces, male songsters, are 
an old standby at WJR and are 
aired several times weekly over 
CBS as sustainer. Their appearance 
on this early morning spot, coupled 
with Bob Albright, another fave 
hereabouts, gives program merit. 

But the blurbing needs pruning. 
Plenty of it. Besides rendering 4 
hillbilly song and getting across 
some oke chatter, Albright likewise 
injects the commercial, which 35 
written oke but much too long. 


Aces put an unusual amount of 
vigor into this early a.m. warblin#. 
and score solidly with a dramat 
rendition of ‘Won’t Have to Sell th 
Farm Now.’ Pete. 
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‘ YERS’ DRAMA’ 
2h Mary Barrett, Mary Frances 

O’Neill, John Barrett, Phil Healy 

and Cyril Sharpe - 

ins. 
vs COUNTY BAR ASS’N 
Thursday, 7:45 p. m. 
WwEBR, Buffalo 
(Elis Advertising Co.) 

This is the attempt to humanize 
and respectabilize lawyers on the air 
and to place before the public a defi- 
nite idea of the services rendered by 
attorneys. It’s sponsored by local 
par association. Obviously the ob- 
ject is to combat unfavorable atti- 
tudes toward lawyers, and the idea 
fostered in recent years that all of 
them are shysters, gangsters buddies 
or obstructionists | for corporations 

i reforms, etc. 

ry program Thursday (25) 
sought to prove the necessity for a 
lawyer in drawing up a will. Dra- 
matic sketch dealt with a son whose 
wife was unfriendly toward his 
mother. He sought to provide gen- 
erously for his mother in a will 
drawn up by himself, but after he 
was killed in a traffic accident the 
will turned out to be improperly 
drawn, and the program ended with 
the possibility of the mother getting 
anything seeming very slim. ; 

Drama was simply unfolded in 
about the manner of any of the aft- 
ernoon network serials, and probably 
got the idea across, There’s some 
question as to whether it was wise 
to include the mother-in-law angle. 
Bit invidious. 

Although the latter was more sym- 
pathetically drawn than was the 
wife, it is very likely the sketch pre- 
cipitated a moter-in-law vs. wife de- 
bate among many listeners, thus be- 
clouding the real issue, which was 
the improperly drawn will. 

Instance presented is said to have 
been a true story with phoney names 
substituted. 

Possibilities for more compelling 
dramatic touches may be realized in 
future airings dealing with the law- 
yers vs. rackets, etc. Should be 
plenty of basic drama, Reed. 


MARTHA LINN 
‘Tea Time Varieties’ 
Transcription 
Patel 
Participating 

Daily, 4:00 p.m., CST 
WMAQ, Chicago 

To discover how many products 
are being sold by radio in this vicin- 
ity, all that needs be done is to tune 
in this daily half hour on WMAQ, 
NBC’s midwest key station. One 
musical selection, and ene commer- 
cial anouncement is the routine. 

And sounds like the producer is 
crying for shorter tunes so he'll 
have time for more commercials. 
Shorter recordings of tunes that is, 
for this 30 minute, late afternoon, 
five-a-week program on WMAQ, 
NBC's midwest key station is one of 
records. 

Martha Linn, as the announcer of 
the program does a nice job, espe- 
cially considering that there are so 
many commercials, and so varied in 
style. Handles them all, excepting 
those which are recorded. 

Reason for the name of ‘Tea Time 
Varieties’ is that it’s supposed to be 
listened to over a cup of tea, and 

ners are supposed to turn in 
hints which might be helpful to 
others who listen over their cups of 
tea. Tea, though, seems to be the 
one product which is missing among 
the list of commercials. 


ROGER BAKER 
Interviews 

3@ Mins.; Local 
ONTARIO BISCUIT 
Thursday, 11:30 a. m. 
WGR, Buffalo 


(Addison Vars) 

_Here’s a case of smart capitaliza- 
tion on an obvious idea. ‘Phun Quiz’ 
i8 an Ordinary vox pop usually, com- 
ing from the streets of Buffalo. But 
with Roger Baker, the regular quiz- 
zer, gone to Plant City, Fla., training 
camp of the Bisons (he doubles as 
baseball describer), it was a natural 
to pipe in Baker from there with his 
q. and a, 

Baker made a good job of it, lining 
up the home town baseball stars as 
well as several local political figures 
who are in the south with the team. 

nsor got plenty of mention be- 
Cause at the conclusion of each quiz 

er presented the interviewee 
— a box of crackers, making sure 
; mention the brand. This went on 
or some 15 interviews. 

or his interviews with players 
h er wisely picked those who live 
ere as well as play here, to count 


on that extra interest from friends 
and relatives, 


Altogether a smart j 

‘ job, and one 
po the Buffalo ball fans will prob- 
ably talk about. Reed. 


D. W. MOREHOUSE 
e Heavens’ 
15 ins —Local 


ng 

Wednesday, 3:15 p. m. 

0, Des Moines 
yeforehouse is president of Drake 
. ehersity, Des Moines, and an 
uthority on astronomy (author of 
several volumes on subject). More- 
Subic, has an excellent voice and the 

ect matter was presented well. 
i definitely too profound for the 
yman., 


eg toeram dealt principally with the 
site and the change in the po- 
ons of the celestial bodies for 


eye observation. Moorhead. 





JOCKEY CLUB OF THE AIR 
ing Game 

30 Mins.—Local 

ALKA-NOX 

Friday, 9:30 

KFI, Los Angeles 


(R. H. Alber) 


Mythical horse-races are broadcast 
with sound effects and so arranged 
that radio listeners in their homes 
can make book. 

For towns that are horse daffy, 
this race gag should catch on. The 
gambling element is strong enough 
to make the dialers want to lay a 
few washers on the imaginary nags. 
To get into the game purchase of a 
eae of the alkalizer is necessary. 

ackage contains the rules, a dope 
sheet carrying the ‘entries’ for seven 
weeks of make-believe racing. 

. Dope sheet is patterned after a 
real track program with all the info 
On each race including the wise 
cracks in the comment column and 
the probable odds. Every move of 
the horses is broadcast from the time 
they leave the paddock. A bell bongs 
closing the betting ring and that’s 
the signal for the bookie in the 
family parlor to close the books. 
Leading nags get the call just like at 
the track and the winning hay 
burner is picked from a hat. Four 
races are run off each Friday night. 

Track is laid just outside of Reno 
(where gambling is legal). Produc- 
tion lacks none of the atmosphere of 
the McCoy and the crowd noises are 
there to whoop it up in the stretch. 
Three spielers are used; one to call 
the races, another on the buildup for 
each running, and a third, Cliff 
Howell, on the commercials. 

There’s plenty of laughs in the 
names of the nags. Some are Prosit, 
Tippler, Headache, Elbow Bender, 
Morning After, etc., the gag being 
that Alka-Nox is a pickup for what 
ails you after a night out. One of the 
jocks is even tabbed Al K. Knox. 

Helm. 


‘HOLLYWOOD IMPRESSIONS’ 
With Benny Kyte’s orchestra, Jewell 
Players, Al Chance 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
30 Mins, 
UNITED DETROIT THEATRES 
Sunday, 1 p. m. 
WwxYZ, WWJ, WIR, WJIBK, WMBC, 
Detroit 
As part of an extensive bally cam- 
paign on ‘Waikiki Wedding’ flicker 
opening Friday (26) at the Michigan, 
Detroit, this half-hour program over 


‘all Detroit stations shaped up oke. 


Bill footed by United Detroit the- 
atres (Par subsid). Whether it'll 
bring the desired results at the b. o. 
is another thing. 

Using all but one major station in 
the Detroit area (the biggest single- 
sponsor setup in town’s history), the 
show naturally got plenty of cover- 
age. But the time, 1 to 1:30 p. m. 
Sunday may not have been ideal. 
However, this particular spot ap- 
parently was the only one available 
on the five outlets, simultaneously. 

Supposedly providing a_ pattern 
for exhibs to use in advertising their 
attractions, show ran pretty much 
along the lines of a film trailer, de- 
noting perhaps that the program was 
planned by a theatre staff. Included, 
besides a chanting male quartet 
which ballyhooed the picture and 
stars, were impersonations of Bing 
Crosby (best of the lot), Bob Burns, 
Martha Raye and Shirley Ross. 
‘Crosby’ turned in coupla nice tunes 
from ficker, with the ensemble, ork 
and other personages also providing 
a few other of the Hawaiian melo- 


dies. f 

Unlike other programs which 
tabloidize films, this show contained 
very little of the plot. Mostly a plug 
of the tunes, and only a coupla 
minutes of conversation between 
‘Crosby’ and Miss Ross. Thus it left 
plenty wanting for fans to trek to 
the theatre and see. Perhaps too 
much. 

Program originating in WXYZ 
studios and piped to others, wasn’t 
seasoned by any means, but a good 
try for initial effort. How effective, 
or ineffective, it really was await 
b. o. figures next week. Pete. 


CHARLES IRVING 

‘Lights and Shadows’ 
Drama 

15 Mins., Local 

Sustaining 

Friday, 8:00 p.m. 

WMIN, St. Paul-Minneapolis 

One of the punchiest periods harked 
to in a long time hereabouts is this 
15-minute spot scripted by Robert 
Greer. Not that the script is the 
whole works; it’s good but Charles 
Irving’s handling of all the voices 
(four on this program) is outstand- 
ingly smooth. ea ; 

Every week the script is dramatic, 
and timely. Recently the floods were 
given a dramatic dressing-up. This 
period (26) was the story of Cain, 
first born of Adam and the world’s 
first murderer, killer of his brother, 
Abel. Timely, because of the Easter 
season. Irving handled the heavily 
dramatic passages of Cain’s suffering. 
and the 2,000-year-old story of Christ 
on the cross, with such feeling and 
finesse as to cause shivers up the 
spine. Sound effects of the storm 
over Calvary. and Cain's reaction to 
seeing the Christ with a crucified 
thief on either side, splendid and in 
religious taste. 

Irving’s performance of the con- 
versation between Cain and one thief 
on the cross (taking both voices) was 
powerful and sincere. Rash, 


MARY BOLAND 
With James Melten, Harold Ver- 
milyea, Lyn Murray Choir, Donald 

Pickson, Lucia Graeser, Rebert 

Dolan orchestra 
60 Mins. 

SEALTEST 
Saturday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Sealtest program silvered the 
temples of N. W. Ayer’s production 
department last fall and has since 
given J. Walter Thompson a ditto 
surprise—namely, that the once- 
combustible guest star mixture 
doesn’t always detonate with the 
listening public. Now, after shifts, 
rearrangements and experiments, the 
Sealtest program has apparently be- 
come a singing society with a 
comedy interruption. 

First of all, there’s a singing ring- 
master, James Melton. Thompson 
works him as Benton & Bowles has 
long steered Lanny Ross on Maxwell 
show boat. Or again, as Frank 
Parker has been heard on other com- 
mercials. Or, more recently, Fred 
MacMurray for Campbell. 

Lines given Melton strive to lighten 
him up without, of course, convert- 
ing him into a comic. He does. a 
smiling straight. Melton has been 
vibrating in the high register several 
years and has also had a spin or two 
on the cinematic spools. Vocally he’s 
okay. On the Sealtest dialog, his 
diction is clear and his manner gen- 
erally pleasant. 

Program also _ includes 
tenor, Denald Dickson. In the old 
vaudeville booking days it would 
draw a rap for the layout man who 
contrasted two acts of similar char- 
acter in a single program. Excuse 
here—realistically—must be that the 
agency is having enough headaches 
filling out the hour without bother- 
ing with (if it knows about) thea- 
trical traditions. Dickson is first rate. 

Lucia Graeser for soprano and the 
Lyn Murray choir (very nice) are 
other singing elements in the pro- 
gram. Original ‘Party’ idea and pro- 
gram listing is preserved with a line 
or two of dialog, but otherwise for- 
gotten. Surgical removal of some of 
the production lumps has smoothed 
the much-involved program into a 
fairly compact offering. Its present 
flaws are no longer major. 

Mary Boland, with Harold Ver- 
milyea of legit as an excellent never- 
over-hokey foil, tossed off a session 
of her character. Mrs. Baffin. Latter 
decided to attend the Coronation be- 
cause American ‘should be grateful 
to the country that gave them bull- 
dogs, potato chips and Noel Coward.’ 
Her demented interview with a travel 
bureau agent clocked a nice tally of 
giggles. Land, 


another 


SPELLING BEE PARTY 
With George A. Patridge, 

Lopez 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Mondays, 7:30 p.m. 

WICC, Bridgeport ‘ 

Attempts of George A. Patridge, 
formerly associated with Bob Emery 
at WOR, to establish spelling bee 
vogue in Connecticut have been 
plenty spotty. 

Show got into double trouble when 
WICC matched etymological teams 
representing Bridgeport newspaper- 
men and lawyers. Sounded like a 
showmanly stunt, but event got so 
much publicity that it had to be good 
or else. Latter turned out to be the 
case, and local columnists especially 
Ethel Beckwith of ‘Post,’ turned on 
such heat that station was compelled 
to stage a play-over following sug- 
gested new rules. 

Resultant repeat, put on before 
audience in Hotel Stratfield ball- 
room, was marked improvement, but 
neverthcless reshowed weakness of 
adapting spelling bees to radio. All- 
important time limitation makes it 
necessary for word-picker to swing 
into tough syllablers before contest- 
ants and listeners are warmed up, 
and it is practically impossible to 
achieve a finale thrill. 

Joe Lopez, WICC supervisor, tries 
to effect party spirit with communal 
singing, and instrumental interpola- 
tions have been used for same pur- 
pose. Music doesn’t seem to mix in 
with spellfests, however, Elem. 


Joseph 





‘THE PUBLIC SPEAKS’ 
15 Mins., Local 
Sustaining 

Mon., 7 p. m. 

WCBM, Itimore 

Studio invites volunteers to talk 
three minutes on any subject they 
wish. Guest may speak at will, per- 
sonalities and defamation barred, 
with only request that script be pre- 
pared in advance and in _ studio’s 
hands 15 minutes before broadcast- 
ing. No rehearsals. Charles A. 
Roeder and Michael D. Murray 
handle program from notes only, giv- 
ing them free hand to step into an 
embarrassing situation possibly aris- 
ing from sudden swing away from 
approved script. 

Opening program caught brought 
two women and a nian to mike with 
subjects ranging from the inevitable 
Supreme Court discussion to plan 
for solving town’s increasing traffic 
problem. Straight tatk, no questions 
and answers or comment. Reauest 
for volunteer speakers had phone 
ringing before conclusion of doings. 
Roeder and Murray work smoothly. 
handling matters in easy fashion. 

A good idea if kept in bounds with 





further broadcasts a sure test. 
Burm. 


‘WARNING SIGNALS’ 
Dramatization 

36 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Friday, 10 p. m. 
WMCA, New York 


Scripted and produced by Burt 
McMurtrie and Geraldine Garrick. 
‘Warning Signals’ has the blessing of 
the National Better Business Bureau. 
Aimed to slap down the countless 
rackets preying on small business 
men and Mr. John Q. Public. Be- 
sides being occasionally instructive, 
they’re okay for entertainment, 
though subject on first hearing to 
considerable improvement. 

In general, program is dramatiza- 
tion of various rackets. But show 
needs more cohesion and more direct 
line of routine. Might be better if 
time was cut to 15 minutes and each 
show devoted to a single example of 
fraud and punchier treatment. As it 
aired in this ‘preview’ shot, program 
seemed mixed up. But it carries 
plenty of promise and should grow 
into strong series. 

Musical interludes should be dras- 
tically shortened. They retard the 
action. Hobe. 


TRUDY LITTLE 
With Bill Lewis, Gordon Fleming, 
Wally Townsend, John Stinson 

Singing, Music 

15 Mins.; Local 

DETROIT VOCATIONAL BUREAU 
Sundays, 2:15 p.m. 

CKLW, Detroit 


A commercial on Sundays and a 
sustainer en Mutual Mondays, this 
quarter-hour stint has plenty to rec- 
ommend it. Trudy Little, who pipes 
a coupla tunes, also turns in a nice 
job with the m.c. chores. 

Miss Little and Bill Lewis com- 
bine for pop duet, following which 
Fleming solos a number, Organ mu- 
sic is provided by Gordon Fleming, 
and piano by Wally Townsend. Lat- 
ter pair also contribute a nifty or- 
gan-piano duo. 

Early afternoon show has zing, 
and blah about job agency isn't over- 
bearing. Pete. 


‘CALL IT A DAY’ 

With Roland Young, Olivia De Hav- 
iNand, Ian Hunter, Walter Woolf 
King, Frieda Inescort, Bonita 
Granville 

26 Mins. 

CAMPBELL SOUP 

Friday, 9:30 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(F. Wallis Armstrong) 

Better suited to radio adaptation 
than some recent Hollywood Hotel 
subjects, ‘Call It a Day’ made fairly 
good kilocycle entertainment. It may 
or may not have advanced solution 
of the question of air plugging for 
pix. But it left little doubt that in 
some cases it is possible to offer such 
programs’ entertainingly without 
dishing out too much plot gratis. 
‘Call It a Day,’ in fact, might be ex- 
pected to intrigue curiosity about the 
story’s ending and a desire to see 
the pic. 

As radio fare ‘Call It a Day’ was 
neatly scripted to bring out the char- 
acters of the various players. While 
the voices tended to become confus- 
ing to listeners from time to time, 
the persons of the story emerged as 
distinct and interesting individuals. 
Characters, moreover, were all in- 
volved in their several difficulties 
when the show ended. Scripting 
capably outlined the story situations, 
but left the listener curiosity unsat- 


Performances, for the most part, 
were okay, but not ee 
Hobe. 





‘CROSSROADS OF THE NATION’ 
Remote Interviews 
Sustaining 
Tues.-Thurs., 4:15 p.m. 
KFAB, Omaha 

This is an adaption of the man-on- 
the-street idea bringing him indoors. 
Worked out on the premise of Omaha 
as the heart of the country where 
rail, bus and airlines criss-cross. 
Studio has installed remotes in spots 
where travelers can be easily en- 
countered, namely the Paxton hotel, 
Union station, Union bus depot and 
the Muny airport. At least two spots 
are aired daily requiring two or 
more announcers and accompanying 
technicians. Announcers roam lobby 
at these spots picking up conversa- 
tion with travelers stopping off or 
awaiting connections, 
Interviews proceed along line of 


‘where ya going,’ ‘where ya been?’, 
‘where'd ya like to be goin?’, ‘how 
ya doin’?’ Biggest percentage of 


interviewees are from adjacent trade 
territory and stunt thereby proves 
its worth in picking up out of the 
city listeners. Less frequently a 
widely travelled and well informed 
talker gets the mike, and occasionally 
real personalities are encountered. 
On such an occasion is a genuinely 
interesting broadcast. At other times 
beginning to get stilted as announcers 
rely on same queries; handicap is 
that of John Q. Public up against a 
personal radio appearance and pro- 
gram suffers some thereby. Pursuit 
of a daily theme of questions related 
to travel and provocative of dis- 
cussion would improve and draw the 
intellectually curious where now it 
draws mostly the idly curious. 
Program has been changed from 
time to time (has already operated 
several weeks), however, and present 
form is considerably improved over 





first issues. Quin. 


» 


ANICE IVES 

Household Hints 

30 Mins.—Local 

NATURE FRIEND, INC., BISCEG< 
LIA BROS. AND MANHATTAN 

.. WAREHOUSE 

Mon, thru Fri., 11:15 a, m. 

WMCA, New York 


(Gardner, Presby, and direct) 


Anice Ives is a household hinter 
and salad whipper-upper from Philly 
with knack of selling herself and 
participating products. Her current 
program is _ intelligently framed, 
ringing in the birthdays, letters re- 
ceived, recipes, anniversaries and 
other sure-register material. Even 
reads poems, and gets away with it. 


Whole 30 minutes is framed in 
front of background of tasteful 
music, and warbling of birds (one of 
sponsors is selling bird food). Com- 
mercials are trimly dovetailed into 


usual chatter. Program appears 

geared to go places. Wear, 

‘THE LAND WE LIVE IN’ 

Drama, Music 

30 Mins. 

UNION ELECTRIC LIGHT & 
POWER CO. 


Sun., 6:15 p.m. 
KMOX, St. Louis 
(Jim Daugherty Co.) 

First of a series of programs built 
around this Mississippi Valley 
metropolis, starting with the out- 
break of the Civil War and eventu- 
ally to be brought up to date, is 
packed full of dramatic wallop. 
Somewhat akin to Du Pont's ‘Caval- 
cade of America.’ Lots of research 
work indicated by the first episode. 


Whether KMOX or Union Electric 
Co. is entitled to credit, they'll be 
thanked by dialers for not breaking 
the continuity that maintains high 
tension throughout the 30 minutes 
allotted for program. 

Starting in April, 1867, when St. 
Louis was in the throes of excite- 
ment as a city divided against itself 
on question of whether Missouri 
would secede from the Union pro- 
gram moves quickly into dramatic 
situations as Francis P. Blair, one of 
the city’s foremost citizens, jumps 
into breech to prevent secession. His 
speech to his fellow citizens demand- 
ing loyalty to the Union in the days 
of unrest, his influence in persuading 
Gov. Claiburne F. Jackson from 
breaking with the North and the 
ultimatum he delivers to Gen. Frost 
of the State militia after he and his 
men are made prisoners in a surprise 
maneuver at Camp Jackson, now the 
site of St. Louis University, by Gen. 
Nathaniel Lyon reach dramatic 
heights. 


Stirring music by erchestra under 
Ben Feld scored by Howard Barlow 
of New York, Cast is directed by 
Cc. G. “Tiny’ Renier and Arthur 


Casey. Maury Cliffer does an- 
nouncing job in swell style and 
sound effects are okay. If the re- 


mainder of @pisodes of ‘Land We 
Live In’ are in keeping with high 
plane set in initial offering KMOX 
and bankroller should receive 
plaudits of listeners in this territory 
for not only the entertainment but 
the educational values in this proe 
gram, Sahu. 


‘ALL STAR VARIETIES’ 
Transcriptions 

15 Mins. 

NORGE 

WGY, Schenectady 


(Cramer & Kressalt) 


Name bands, singers and enter- 
tainers are used as bait to catch the 
attention of listeners on this series 
advertising Norge kitchen equip- 
ment. Twice weekly it’s spotted at 
WGY on the 2:15-2:30 p.m. block, 
following another platterized house-+ 
holder. Although program boasts 
an imposing talent list, the heade 
liners are spread over an extended 
schedule, in most cases, one to a 
record, First rubber is an excep 
tion: Barry McKinley and Ray 
Noble’s orchestra are co-starred, 
Second grooves the comedy of Tim 
and Irene; third, Freddy Martin's 
music; fourth, East and Dumke. 


Added to standard entertainment 
on the discs is household advice 
developed through —— asked 
of Mary Modern, hostess for a 
kitchen party ‘attended’ by a group 
of women. Combination of music- 
comedy and tips should make the 
stanza interesting to femme dialers, 
regular or casual. ~ 


First and third turntables pack 
more sustained punch perhaps than 
the second, which weakens toward 
the finish. Tim and Irene were 
called upon to go too long a talking 
route, with only a pianist to support 
them. Use of an _ orchestra as 
spacer would have improved the 
record, East and Dumke aiso have 
an extended spot, with piano ac- 
companiment, but they have culti- 
vated a peculiar brand of nitwittery 


for household shots, filling it out 
here with several choruses of a 
comedy chant. Miss Modern is a 


clear-voiced and unaffected hostess. 
Femme guests applaud the artists. 
Advertising is rather diffused, 
with five important pieces of 
kitchen equipment, Norge refriger- 
ators, washers, ironers, ranges, and 
heating-air condition devices, tabbed. 
Terminology is a bit technical, too. 
Station mikeman drums, over the 
musie, on the ffeeze boxes. Some 
of the question-suggestions also 
dovetail into product plugs, but not 





lengthy. Jaco. 
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U.S. REALLOCATION WILL WAIT UNTIL 
~ MEXICO, SOUTH AM. WAVES SMOOTHED 





+ 


Havana Conference Seen as Presaging Mexican 
Sharing of Certain Yankee Broker Channels— 
Washington Censors News 


Washington, March 30. 
Bright 
Western Hemisphere allocation pact 


were reported here this week by | 
observers returning from the in- | 
formal Cuban conference called to | 


“map out agenda for the Pan Ameri- 
can radio discussions next November. 

With official data on the proceed- 
ings being kept a secret by the State 
Department and the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, there was 
little concrete knowledge about the 
nature of trades proposed by which 
the United States would hand over 
some of its present facilities to 
Mexico and Cuba, but sideline 
coaches understood a generally ac- 


ceptable trade was in the offing. 
This country’s reward would be 
stricter regulation by Mexico, in- 
cluding gagging of superpower 


pirates below the Rio Grande, and 
more satisfactory plan under which 
the U. S. and Cuba would share a 
limited number of channels. 


Despite lack of authentic informa- 
tion, reports were that the United 
States may be compelled to turn 
over some of the present clear chan- 
nels to Mexican transmitters. Al- 
though this is scoffed at in some 
circles, there were no formal denials 
that the domestic reallocation plan 
now under consideration may be 
modified in the light of informal un- 
derstandings reached at Habana. 

Likelihood that U. S. will grant 
consent for Mexicans to use some 
of the brokendown exclusive fre- 
quencies was suspected. Since this 
country is about to scrap from 10 to 
15 of the present clear ribbons— 
which are only theoretically exclu- 
sive at present—it was thought prob- 
able American negotiators have en- 
couraged Mexicans to think they 
may be allowed to move in on some 


prospects of satisfactory | 


of the frequencies which would be 
available for duplication here. 
Stalls U. S. Reallocation 

One unquestionable result of the 


| recent Cuba discussions will be stall- 
| ing on the domestic reallocation plan 
| for several months at least. 
| delegates to the preliminary confer- 


With 


ence holding out hope of a formal 
Western Hemisphere agreement in 
November, Federal Communications 
Commission as a matter of policy 
will delay final action on American 
| policies for a combination of reasons. 
Strongest factor which will cause 
| F.C.C, delay is desire to go into the 
| formal conference with the strongest 
| 


case. If the U. S. voluntarily cuts 
down its cleared channels before the 
international Pan American confab, 
our delegates would be in a vulner- 
able position when other nations 
voice demands for exclusive fre- 
quencies. On the other hand, if we 
| stick to the theory of 40 cleared 
ribbons, the American traders would 
have something to trade, since it is 
inevitable that a reduction will oc- 
cur in the number of stripes re- 
served for solo operation. 


U. S. will stall for other reasons, 
among them the desire to avoid hav- 
ing to work out a domestic alloca- 
tion scheme twice and a feeling that 
good-will can be engendered by 
holding off until the international 
divvy is arranged. Promulgation of 
an American allocation plan before 
the hemisphere talks would be in- 
compatible with the Roosevelt ‘good 
neighbor’ policy. Little sense is 
seen in adopting a homeland dis- 
tribution scheme before the antici- 
pated November sessions and in then 
having to revise it after the hemis- 
phere program is worked out. 


Absence of official diplomats on 








Are You Nervous? 





Chicago, March 30. 
Herald & Examiner, Hearst 
morning daily has new 15 min- 
ute daily spot on WJJD. 
Program is known as ‘Court- 
house Reporter,’ an offshoot of 
a man on the street broadcast, 
and gives interviews with de- 
fendants in criminal cases as 
they enter the doors of court in 
which they are to be tried. 





| Jumped 




















the U. S. delegation to the pre- 
liminary meeting is believed to have 
fostered chances of a definite North- 
South American pact. Since the 
American delegates were primarily 
technicians able to talk the same 
terms as Cubans, Mexicans, and 
Canadians, formalities were reduced 
to a minimum, while evasive meth- 
ods of State Department representa- 
tives were eliminated. Sideline 
snoopers report Commander T. A. M, 
Craven, chief engineer of the F.C.C, 
and head of the U. S. contingent, 
made a good impression on reps of 
other countries. 


Among those who maintained ob- 
servation posts for the industry were 
Louis Caldwell, counsel for clear- 
channel licensees; James W. Baldwin, 
managing director of National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters; Glenn 
Gillette, local- consulting engineer; 
Dr. Frank Jolliffe, former chief en- 
gineer of F.C.C. and now research 
director of R.C.A.; Carl Myers, chief 
engineer of WGN, Chicago; and 
Jack DeWitt. chief engineer of 
WSM, Nashville. 





St. L. Religion Fed to Iowa 


Des Moines, March 30. 
Starting Sunday, April 4, WHO, 
Des Moines, will carry a 45-minute 


program by special wire from St. 
Louis carrying the services of the 
St. Louis Gospel Center. 

Latter headed by O. B. Bottorff. 
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Radio Station Auditor 
' Funeral Singer on Side 


St. Louis, March 30. 

Elmer Willrick, auditor and office 
manager of WTMYV, East St. Louis, is 
also a baritone. : 

He does soloing in east side 
churches on Sunday and, if it means 
building good will for the station, 
Willrick also plies his voice at 
funerals. 


UNAUTHORIZED BLURB 
GETS NIFTY RESULTS 


Indianapolis, March 30. 
Morris Hicks, who handles a side- 
walk interview for Kay Jewelry Co., 
the gun .on his sponsor’s 








| commercial during recent newspaper | 


strike here. Sponsor had 400 sets of 
fancy dinner plates to move, and 
had set announcement of bargain 
sale for Saturday, to tie in with 
newspaper ads of evening before. 

Due to newspaper strike there 
were no papers Friday, so Hicks 
threw in the blurb in advance on 
Friday noon. Surprised sponsor 
called station, when customers start- 
ed coming in that afternoon. On 
learning of his advanced commercial, 
went ahead with sale Friday and 
by time store closed had. no mer- 
chandise left for Saturday shoppers. 

Which was plenty okay, since ra- 
dio was only one-time shot used, and 
sponsor now swears by air advertis- 
ing. 





Lysol Renewed 


Starting April 5, Lysol program, 
under renewal, enters its second 26 
weeks. Dr. Allan Dafoe is the main 
attraction, with Lindsay McPhail’s 
orchestra continuing. 

In town currently visiting with 
Reginald Townsend, of Lennen & 
Mitchell, is John Murray Gibbon, 
Canadian composer, who has gotten 
several build-ups on the Lysol pro- 
gram. 





Gary Morfit, formerly with WBAL, 
Baltimore, as performer and contin- 
uity writer, returns to station this 
week after a session in New York. 
Gibbs Penrose, on announcer and 
script staff, leaving. 


3 


WEED ADDS 6 
IN CANADA 


Weed & Co. has added six more 
Canadian stations to its representa- 
tive list. They are CKY, Winnipeg, 
Man., 15,000 watts; CKX, Bran. 
don, Man., 1,000 watts; CKCK, 
Regina, Sask., 1,000 watts, owned by 
the Regina Leader-Post; CFAC, Cal- 
| gary, Alberta, 100 watts, owned by 
| the Calgary Herald; CJCA, Edmon- 
| ton, Alberta, 1,000 watts, and CJoc 

Lethbridge, Alberta, 100 watts. 
| Makes 10 Canadian outlets affiliated 
| altogether with Weed. 

All the newcomers to the Weed 
office are managed in Canada by 
| the Alberta firm of Taylor, Pearson 
| & Carson, while CJCA, CFAC and 
CJOC comprise what is known as 
the Foothills Network. 

John E. Lowry, general manager 
of the Manitoba Telephone Co. 
which owns CKY, Winnipeg, and 
CKX, Brandon, Manitoba, spent two 
days in New York last week looking 
over the broadcasting and phone 
fields. 
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|Sponsors Training Games 


Buffalo, March 30. 

This year for the first time Buffalo 
will get to hear play-by-play de- 
scriptions of the Bison team’s train- 
ing camp games. Wheaties sponsor- 
ing on WKBW April 3 to 9. 

Roger Baker at the mike. Bisons 
are champions of the International 
league. 





Fidler’s Eastern P. A.’s? 


Jimmy Fidler, Coast columnist, 
may come east around June for per- 
sonals in theatres. It’s all strictly 
in negotiation state. 

Film chatterer is newly under 
Procter & Gamble sponsorship. 





‘Whispers’ Waft on MBS 
Hollywood, March 30. 
Fischer’s ‘Hollywood Whispers’ 
goes transcontinental over Mutual 
web starting April 17. 
Fischer’s pioneered film chatter 





broadcasts eight years ago. 
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ALREADY.... 





80% of the advertisers whose programs 
originate on 


WLW 


have renewed through the summer months. 
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Directory ... 








Announcing 





A new annual publication. 


is A Directory and Encyclo- 
. pedia containing never-be- 
fore-published facts and 
figures. 


A medium of reference de- 








| signed exclusively for Radio. 


To be issued in July 
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PETRILLO STIRS UP ALL U.S. 
WANTS STANDBY RULE ON DISKS 





Stations Would Have to Employ Same Number of 
Musicians as Made Recorded Program—Many 
Locals Promise to Enforce Such Rules 





Chicago, March 30. 


Some 40 locals of the American 
Federation of Musicians have ex- 
pressed sympathy for the movement 


started by James C. Petrillo of the 

.fhicago Federation of Musicians to 
“forbid the playing of recorded music 
on the radio stations in their various 
jurisdictions unless there are as 
many standby musicians employed 
by the broadcasting studio as were 
used in the original making of the 
disc. 

These expressions from the various 
locals come as the result of direct 
queries by Petrillo following requests 
from Chicago recording companies 
for clearance of commercial disc air- 
ing in the various towns. Thus the 
40-odd towns which have made these 
decisions are those which were con- 
tacted on actual cases. Other key 
cities, for instance New York, have 
not reported their recording rules to 
Petrillo because they have not been 
queried as to their regulations or 
sentiments on such disc broadcasts. 


Among the cities which have an- 
swered that they will insist on stand- 
by musicians are such burgs as San 
Antonio, Pittsburgh, Butte, Superior, 
St. Louis, Canton, San Francisco, 
Jersey City, Boston, Bangor, Akron, 


Wheeling, Mason City, Atlanta, 
Omaha, Baltimore, Denver, Minne- 
apolis, Rochester, Wichita Falls, 


Waterloo, Mobile, Louisville, Billings, 
Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Seattle and 
Philadelphia. 

L. A. Attitude 


Many of the locals have special 
angles on the recording question. For 
instance, Philadelphia doesn’t insist 
on standby musicians, but asks only 
that standby money be paid into re- 
lief fund of the Philly local. Los 
Angeles has registered with Petriiio 


+ 





Dance Records Nix 





Chicago, March 
Chicago Federation of Musi- 
cians last week okayed mem- 
bers to make pop dance discs 
if used only in homes. Record- 
ing companies will be held 
responsible in the event the 
records are used for any other 
purpose. 
This socks use of dance rec- 


30. 








ords by broadcasters. 








a blanket objection to all recordings 
on the ether and looks to do away 
with ’em. 

In Columbus no decision on record- 
ings has been made at all due to the 
fact that the local there has put all 
the Columbus radio stations on the 
unfair list for the time being, and 
won't have any regulations on the 
matter until they kiss and make up 
—if ever. 

Meanwhile the list of locals de- 
manding ‘standby men steadily in- 
creases, as Petrillo daily receives ad- 
ditional letters from locals through- 
out the country stating their regula- 
tions for the broadcasting of disked 
music. Expected that the total list 
will reach 75 before the month of 
April is out. Other towns which 
would like to make similar rulings 
at once are prevented from issuing 
such rulings due to standing con- 
tracts now in force with the stations 
in their jurisdictions, and therefore 
must wait until these contracts ex- 
pire before putting any standby rule 
into operation. 





Maurice Hart appointed chief an- 
nouncer of Station WAAT, Jersey 
City, N. J., after one year with 
station. 
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HANSEN AS AGENCY V.P. - 


Leaves Rockwell-O’Keefe for Russell 
‘ Comer Adv. Agency 

K. K. Hansen has resigned as radio 
department head and advertising 
manager of Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc., 
to become v.p. and gen. mgr. of the 
New York offices of Russell C. 
Comer Advertising Co. Agency’s 
main office is in Kansas City and it 
also has a Chicago branch. 
has the ‘Adventures of Dari-Dan’ 
serial (Bovey, Inc.) on the NBC’s 
red (WEAF) link. 

Hansen is taking the Rockwell- 
O’Keefe advertising and promotion 
account with him. 








Hollywood, March 30. 
Tommy Rockwell has engaged 
Harold Kemp to handle radio and 
picture bookings for 
O’Keefe on the Coast. 
Kemp recently left Fanchon & 
Marco. He formerly was with Na- 
tional Broadcasting artists bureau. 
Ralph Wonders, ex-CBS artists’ 
bureau head, is in a like capacity 
with R-O’K in New York, 


HEINZ MAY REVIVE 
BEERY-HATTON PAIR 


Deal is cooking for Wallace Beery 
and Raymond Hatton to do a radio 
series of their old pictures in which 
they were teamed. 

Heinz is interested. 











Louis Tappe Joins Schillin 

Louis Tappe, script writer and pro- 
ducer at WHN, N. Y., leaves station 
this week to join Schillin Advertising 
agency as assistant to J. Lewis Reid, 
head of program department. Tappe 
will do scripts and programs, 

He has been writing and producing 
‘Flamefighters’ for WHN. 


Rockwell- | 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


Constant progress of radio in advertising field was emphasized today 
(Tuesday) by Census Bureau report showing broadcasters took more than 
one-sixth of total propaganda outlay in 1935. While newspapers and 
magazines remained unchallenged, censusites reported that 15.6% of total 
billings via agencies two years ago went to lubricate ether lanes. Aggre- 
gate take of agencies for air ads was $63,307,000, which covered web pro- 
grams, spots and talent. 

In studying the agency business, Commerce Department subsid discov- 
ered advertisers poured out $405,888,000 in 1935. Rags grabbed 37.7%, or 








$153,152,000, while general mags, farm sheets and religious pubs took $107.- 
330,000, or 26.5% of total. Nation’s 1,212 agencies made $70,840,000 as their 
cut. 





Significant in the growing interest the U. S. government is taking in 
broadcasting is the poll now being conducted by James D. Strong, director 


| of the radio activities of the Office of Education in the Dept. of Interior. 


Comer | 


Five network programs, ‘Let Freedom Ring,’ ‘The World Is Yours.’ 
‘Treasures Next Door’ ‘Have You Heard?’ and ‘Education in the News,’ 
which the Office of Education underwrites and produces have drawn 
nearly 250,000 letters this season. Strong has had 10,000 of ’em selected 


and is directly querying the authors of ’em to learn average number lis- 
tening to the programs in households of the letter-writers, how many 


listen on each set ¢nd whether programs are discussed afterward. 





Bernard C. Schoenfeld, author of the legit comedy, ‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ 
which bows onto Broadway next week at the 48th St. theatre, is a radio 
scripter on the payroll of the Office of Education of the U. S. Dept. of 
Interior. 

Writer pens some of the programs on the ‘World is Yours’ period which 
is aired Sunday mornings over NBC-red. He also edits the monthly mag 
titled same as program which is sent out to more than 50,000 each issue 
to plug the weekly shows, dramatizations of items preserved in the Smith- 
sonian Institute. 





Ever since he came to New York from Cincinnati to take over the 
presidency of the Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp., John 
L. Clark has continued the habit of spending his weekends on his farm 
in King Williams County, Va. Farm covers 148 acres, breeds hogs, steers 
and horses, and is treated by Clark as a business investment as well as a 
home. Last year it turned in a profit of over $6,000. 

No effort will be made by Young & Rubicam to protect its time on 
National Broadcasting net for the Packard show when current contracts 
wash up in June and the program mute for the summer. Agency is hope- 
ful of landing a better time spot in the fall, as against its present eastern 
signoff at 10:30 p.m. Broadcast moves up an hour on the Coast with the 
advent of daylight savings. 








KYW, Philadelphia, broadcast 15-minute commercial spiel by Mayor 
Wilson from moving bus. Although no announcement of it was made 
Ford Motor sponsored. Arranged through N. W. Ayer. Mayor is ex- 
perimenting with the buses, made by Ford, to replace Philly trolleys. 
Gab was short waved from bus to a North Broad street ballroom where 
station has remote control pickup. 





As a gesture to Quebec, CBS fed a special Easter eve program to CKAC, 
Montreal, 8:30-9 p. m. Saturday. All-Canadian (French) talent included 
Wilfred Pelletier, of the Metropolitan opera, Nicholas Massue and Joseph 
Royer. Yzes Bourrassa, program director of CKAC, came to Manhattan 





from Montreal to supervise the program, which was in French language. 




















WCAU 


50,000 WATTS 
Phila delphia 


ROBERT A. STREET, Commercial Manager 





“fand we're going on WCAU” 


Perhaps the best 
argument to use 


when opening new 
Philadelphia outlets 
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firs) on your dial’’ 


WK RC 


tonight dedicates to the 











PEOPLE or CINCINNATI 


its new high-fidelity Transmitter, 


its new increase in Power, and its new Studios. 


It is your loyalty and your pleasure in hearing all Columbia 
Network, and outstanding Cincinnati programs, over 


WKRC that have made these improvements possible. 





WKRC, noter arms, 550 KILOCYCLES, “FIRST ON YOUR DIAL" 


CINCINNATI $TATION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 




















Represented by RADIO SALES. Offices: New York, 
410 North Michigan Avenue, WHItehall 6000 e 


VARIETY 





The new WKRC studios ‘and 
offices were officiaHy dedicated 
last Saturday to the people 
of Cincinnati. With this high- 
fidelity equipment Columbia 
and. Cincinnati advertisers will 
broadcast through a new direc- 
le leyat-dmeacteliietliaga mcementtitienmell 
listeners in the rich, responsive 
and complete Cincinnati market, 


This is what C/ncinnatitold us 





WE MAKE A PRIVATE STUDY 
PUBLIC! 


We wanted to check the size of the Cincinnati audiences of 
certain WKRC programs. We asked Alberta Burke, Advertising 
and Market Research Counsellor, to do it for us by coincidental 





telephone calls—to catch people while they were listening. 
Here is what Alberta Burke found: 


A FEW OF THE WKRC “FIRSTS” 
OVER ALL CINCINNATI STATIONS 


THURSDAY, February 18th, 9 to 9:30 PM. 
WKRC (Major Bowes) « « 29 «© «© @ « 69% Of all listeners 
Next Station « « ¢ «© © © © @ @ « 23% Of all listeners 


FRIDAY, February 19th, 9 to 9:30 PM. 
WKRC (Hollywood Hotel), -« 6 « @ » 47%,0f all listeners 
Next Station . . e . - ¢ ’ . . 27% of all listeners 


SATURDAY, February 20th, 1:15 to 1:45 PM. 
WKRC (Meet the Missus; Buffalo Presents) %0% of all listeners 
Next Station . . ¢« « « © 6 ee « 17% of all listeners 


SUNDAY, February 2151, 8:30 to 9 PM. 
WKRC (Eddie Cantor) « « « © «© «© « 65% of all \isteners 
Next Station . — eo « « « 27% Of all listeners 


MONDAY, February 22nd, 9 to 9:30 PM. 
WKRC (Lux Radio Theatre) » 6 » » « 60% of all listeners 
Next Station « . © @ ¢ 0 «© « 19% of all listeners 


These are only some of the dominant WKRC-Columbia audiences in 
Cincianati. The people of Cincinnati Anow WKRC and they turn to it 
again and again=as program after program of the Columbia Network 
schedule wings out over the Ohio River Valley, That's why WKRC on & 


listener-per-dollar basis is the best “buy” in the Cincinnati radio market, 


WKRE, sooo watts day, 1000 watts night, CINCINNATI 
Owned and cperated by the Columbia Broadcasting System 


485 Madison Avenue, Wickersham 2-2000 ¢ Chicago, 
Detroit, Fisher Building, TRinity 2-5500 ee Los 


Angeles, 5939 Sunset Boulevard, HOLlywood 3101 ¢ San Francisco, 601 Russ Building, GARfield 4700 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





General Electric last week started 
test campaign of foreign-language 
spots on WBNX and WEVD, New 
York, and WARD, Brooklyn. Using 
e.t.'s, made by Steinberg-Gilman 
Productions. 

In announcing its part in the af- 
fair, the producing outfit says spots 
are aired in four ‘foreign languages,’ 


Italian, Jewish, Spanish and _ Irish. 
Irish spots are merely in ould sod 
brozue, and get exclusive airing on | 
WARD for the Brooklyn’ green- 
wearing audience. 
Over a mimeographed signature G. 


Victor Lowrie of the McCann-Frick- 
son agency in Chicago has given 
Fre to media representatives that 
he will be available only on Wednes- 
day and Friday between 2-4 p.m. 





Irving Allen has left the Kastor 
agency in Chicago and moved over 
to the E. H. Brown agency. Has the 
Zo2nith Radio and Hurley Washing 
Machine accounts. 





Moser & Cotins has spotted 10 
quarter-hour transcriptions over 
WGY. Schenectady, for Ivanhoe 
Foods, Inc. Will be heard once 


weekly from May 6 to July 8. 





Leighton & Nelson is handling for 
H. S. Berney Co., Schenectady de- 
partment store, one-minute drama- 
tized announcements over WGY 
from March 27 to April 22. 





Southern New England Telephone 
Co. fmancing ‘Sunday Call,’ with 
Joseph Blume’s string ensemble and 
vocals by Bradford Reynolds, on 
WDRC, Hartford. Utility has been 
testing wax show at WELI, New 
Haven. 





Camay Seap (Procter & Gamble) 
is placing recorded minute announce- 
monts contracts through Max Hacker 
of Pedlar & Ryan agency, with most 
of them to start April 28. Lot figures 

«25 records, with the stations to run 
them off at a rate of between 10 and 
20 a week. Releases in each case 
are being left to the discretion of the 
local P&G offices. 





Household Finance sponsors a new 
local program starting Monday (5) 
on WABC, N. Y., for which Jean 
Paul King will do a Monday-through- 
Saturday 7:45-8 a.m. commentating 
chatter. B.B.D.&O. set. 





Libby, McNeil & Libby going on 
WJBK, Detroit, with a series of an- 
nouncements in Polish starting April 
5. Through the J. Walter Thompson 


agency by Roesler & Howard foreign 
program rep outfit. 





Wedgewood stoves, through Long 
agency, San Francisco, using spot 
announcements daily for one month 
}on KSFO, San Francisco. 





| 

| Hirsch & Kaye (optical service) 
| back on KGO, San Francisco, with 
| five-minute transcribed dramas Sun- 
|days for 11 weeks. Through Long 


| agency. 





Manhattan Seap Sales Corp., New 
York, through Milton Weinberg 
agency, Los Angeles, begins 13-week 
series, ‘Looking at the World with 
Thomas Conrad Sawyer,’ April 16 
over KPO, San Francisco, and KFT, 
Los Angeles. Will plug Sweetheart 
soap. 





Washington State Apples, Inc., 
through J. Walter Thompson, San 
Francisco, using series of one-min- 
ute announcements on WTAM, 
Cleveland; WJAX, Jacksonville; 
WHN, New York; WRC, Washington; 
KDKA, Pittsburgh; KOA, Denver; 
also 12 five-minute spots on WBAA, 
Boston. 





J. Walter Thompson, San Fran- 
cisco, has placed 35 four-minute par- 
ticipations on KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
‘Home Forum’ for Western Growers 
Protective Assn. of Salinas, Cal. 
Product is ‘iceberg lettuce.’ 





Daily time signals being spotted on 
KMJ, Fresno, and KERN, Bakers- 
field, Cal., by Monolith Portland 
Midwest Co. of Los Angeles (build- 
ing products), through Bobb Nichols, 
Portland, Signed for three months. 





H. Sutliff Tobacco Co. (Heine’s 
blend) sponsoring Harry H. Balkin, 
character analyst, twice weekly on 
KYA, San Francisco. 





Nebbia Pastry Co. spotting thrice- 
weekly announcements on KYA, San 
Francisco, for one year. 





National Accessories Stores (auto 
supplies chain) has renewed for 10 
weeks its thrice-weekly noon-hour 
‘Man in the Street’ program over 
WIBX, Utica. 





General Mills, for the fifth suc- 
cessive year, will sponsor Minneapo- 
lis Baseball Club games over WCCO, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul. 





Western Grocer Co., manufacturers 
and jobbers for Rite-Way Food 
Stores, began a new series of news 








broadcasts over WCCO, Minneapolis, 
Monday (22). On daily except Sun- 
days, from 7:15 to 7:30 a.m. Runs 
through June 19. Coolidge Advertis- 
ing Co., Des Moines, handling the 
account. 





Gluek Brewing Co. increases its 
time on WCCO, Minneapolis, doubling 
its current five-minute daily spot. 
Rollie Johnson, sportscaster, will re- 
view daily highlights in sports. Con- 
tract indef. Hutchinson Agency. 





Associated Distributors placing 
spots daily, Monday through Friday, 
‘Essence of Life, H. W. Kastor & 
Sons agency. 





B. B. D. & O., Gold Dusting, twice 
daily via spots Mondays through Fri- 
day, starting Monday (29) for 26 
weeks. 





Moorman Mfg. Co., poultry food, 
ayem spot daily for 13 weeks on 
KSTP, St. Paul. Agency,: Ralph 
Moore & Co., St. Louis. 





Lord & Thomas placing New De- 
parture Mfg. Co.’s coaster brakes 
three station breaks weekly. 





Atherton & Currier, New York, 
placed 26-week contract for Rumford 
Chemical Co., 12 spots a week, on 
KSTP, St. Paul. 





Welch Grape Juice placing spots. 
H. W. Kastor & Sons, Chicago. 





Malt O’ Meal buying participations. 
Mitchell &-Faust, Chicago. 





Dr. Strasska (toothpaste) through 
Glasser agency, Los Angeles, has 
weekly quarter-hour talks over 


KSFO, San Francisco. 





Georgia O. George Laboratories of 
Los Angeles (Hair-a-Gain), through 
Milton Weinberg, buying daily spot 
announcements. 





The Songfellows, WHO, Des 
Moines, have a new commercial 
every Monday evening, from 8:30 to 
8:40, for Acme Feeds, Inc. 





A. Renda Co., New Haven, is foot- 
ing ‘Wonderland of Music,’ Sunday 
matinees on WELI, New Haven. 





‘Vocal Varieties’ billed at WELI, 
New Haven, three times a week to 
Acme Moving & Storage Co. 





Kik, Inc., beverage manufacturers 
of New York, has turned over its 
account to M. H. Hackett, Inc. 





Schlitz beer is using World tran- 
scriptions on a test run over WHO, 
Des Moines, and a small town in 
Louisiana. McJunkin agency, Chi- 
cago, handles, ‘Musical Palm Gar- 
den’ is program title. 











THE ONLY RAbio STATION IN 


LANSING 








Wuat Is THE 


M-R-N? 


Group of Eight Stations 
Operating Simultane- 
ously from Morning to 
Midnight Sign-off. 
WBCM 

Dominates BAY CITY 
and SAGINAW Markets. 


WFDF 
First Choice in the big 
FLINT Market area. 


WJIM ‘ 

« Supreme in LANSING. 
WIBM 
Dominates JACKSON 
area 
WELL 
1st in BATTLE CREEK 
WKZO 
Southwest Michigan 
WOOD-WASH 
Leads in GRAND RAP- 
IDS. 
WXYZ 


Detroit (Key Station) 


















ONE OF THE EIGHT BASIC STATIONS OF THE 


Micnican Rapio Network 


Effectively Covers a Territory of Over Four Million People 
OPERATED BY 


KiING-TRENDLE BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


The only station in Lansing. 
Thoroughly modern facilities 
and 
ment marks this station as 
a valuable commercial 
medium, and an important 
factor in the many success- 
ful sponsorships broadcast 
on Michigan’s only state 
network. 


-WJIM- 


up-to-date manage- 














WPA ‘Professional Parade’ Flops 





Washes Up at NBC With Some Friction Left 
Behind — Was Opposite Fred Allen 





‘Professional Parade,” WPA radio 
project’s proudest and most, preten- 
tious program, fades off the NBC- 
blue after tonight’s (Wed.) show. 
Thereafter Frank Black and a string 
symph will occupy the hour. 

Since it first hit the ozone last No- 
vember, ‘Parade’ has caused much 
friction ’tween NBC and WPA. Gov- 
ernment group was exceedingly 
anxious to have program deemed a 
success, and for a time had high 
hopes that period would be plucked 
by a sponsor. NBC did try to seil 


Guest List 


AMERICAN CAN 











(Tu. 9—WJZ) 
Apr. 6—Not booked. 
A. & P. 
(Th. 8—WABC) 
Apr. 1—Ted Lewis, Marjorie Mof- 
fett. 
AMER. TOBACCO 
(Lucky Strike Cigs) 
(Sat. 10—WABC) 
Apr. 3—Conrad Nagel. 
Apr. 10—Miriam Hopkins. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—-WJZ) 
Apr. 3—Mills Brothers. 
Apr. 10—Vrunsky and Babin. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed. 9—WEAF) 
Apr. 3—James Kelso. 


Apr. 10—The Banjoleers, Denison 
College Chorus. 


CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—-WABC) 

Apr. 2—Jeannette MacDonald. 
CAMPBELL TOMATO JUICE 
(Wed. 8:30—WABC) 

Mar. 31—Shirley Ross, Lud Glus- 
kin and Orch. 
FIRESTONE 
(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 
Apr. 5—Richard Crooks, 
stein. 


Wallen- 


FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 

Apr. 4—Dusolina Giannini, Alex- 
ander Smallens. 

Apr. 11—Gertrude Wettergren. 

FORD DEALERS 
(Tu. 9 p.m.—WABC) 
6—George Stone. 

GENERAL FOODS 

(Calumet) 
(Sit. 5—WJZ) 
5—Not booked. 
GENERAL MOTORS 

(Su. 10—WEAF) 
4—Lily Pons, John Brownlee. 
GROUP OF BANKS 
(Fri. 10 p.m.—WABC) 
2—Leopold Stokowski:; 

HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 

Mar. 31—Captain Tim Healy, 

April 2—Not booked. 

Apr. 5—Helen Stanspury. 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
(1847 Rogers Bros.) 

(Su. 4:30—WEAF) 

Apr. 5—Not booked. 

JELLO 
(Su. 7 p.m.—WEAF) 
Apr. 4—Not booked. 
KRAFT 
(Th. 10—WEAF) 

Apr. 1—Amelia_ Earhart, George 
Palmer Putnam, June Travis, Charles 
Grimm, John Barrymore. 

KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—WABC) 
Apr. 6—Mitzi Mayfair. 
LUX 
(Mon. 9—WABC) 
; Apr. 5—Clark Gable, Adolphe Men- 
jou, Josephine Hutchinson. 
MAXWELL HOUSE 
(Th. 9—-WEAF) 

Apr. 1—Amelia Earhart, John Bar- 
rymore, June Travis, Charles Grimm. 
NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—WEAF) 

Apr. 3—Cornelia Otis Skinner. 
NASH 
(Sat. 9-WABC) 

Apr. 3—Not booked. 

R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Camel Cigarettes) 
(Tu. 9:30—W ABC) 
Apr. 6—Not booked. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—-WEAF) 
Apr. 1—Jules Garfield, Anne Sey- 


Apr. 


Apr. 


Apr. 


Apr. 


mour, Katherine Locke, Ryan and 
Lee, Edgar Bergen. 


RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 
Apr. 4—Not booked. 
. SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 
Apr. 3—Arthur Carron, Red Mc- 


| Kenzie and Band, Carl Kreff. Charles 
j Paul. 


show but, fault-finders say, not too 
strenuously, 

More trouble cropped up when 
NBC began nixing aspirants sent 
over by WPA to audition for spot- 
ting on period, and in recent weeks 
the network has been supplying 
from its own list more than half the 
talent aired under the governmental 
group. WPA acts, it is now claimed. 
were not given very much of a 
chance, but the project says it could 
not beef very loudly because, after 
all, NBC was doing a favor by pay- 
ing expenses of program and cuffing 
the network time. WPA acts were 
paid $20 a head by NBC for each 
airing. : 
The Beginning 

About a month ago the Leopold 
Spitalny house orchestra, which had 
started 40-men strong, was whittled 
down to 18, with Spitalny subse- 
quently surrendering his baton to 
another leader and dropping off pro- 
gram. WPA then began to definitely 
know NBC had lost interest in ex- 
periment. 

Phillips Carlin, of the NBC pro- 
gram dept., says ‘Parade’ has not 
been dropped because of unsuccess- 
ful selling efforts, or because of any 
real rift with WPA, but merely be- 
cause ‘it had served its purpose and 
was not justifying its expense.’ 

Program replacing is likewise a 
sustainer, and one which NBC deems 
‘more fitting to oppose the Fred Al- 
len show’ on the red ribbon. 


Don Abert in Radio 


Milwaukee, March 30. 

Donald Abert has been appointed 
assistant to the manager of WTMJ, 
local Journal station. Abert was for- 
merly active in sales promotion on 
the Journal. 

Before the appointment Abert was 
sent by station chief Walter Damm 
on a 5,000-mile inspection tour of 
radio station operation in the east 
and south. 

















HISTORY 
REPEATS 
ITSELF... 


In the spring of '36 the 
Omaha Electric Kitchen 
Bureau and radio station 


WOW made history—with 
a new and different “Elec- 
tric Kitchen of the Air,” 
broadcasting a series of 
actual cooking demonstra- 
tions. 


Their complete success, 


and. an_ insistent public, 
prompted the renewal of 
the series recently—on a 


larger scale, and, of course, 
over WOW. 


Follow the lead of the local 
advertiser—a man who 
knows local preferences. He 
sells through WOW. You, 
too, can sell the rich trade 
territory of western lowa 
and eastern Nebraska—over 
wow. 





Omaha, Nebra:ka 


John Gillin, Jr., Mgr. 


590 KC 5,000 WATTS 
On the NBC Red Network 
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BULOVA RIVETS REGIONAL 


| Georgia Takes Over WGST, Atlanta; QUIETLY RE RE ANYING Dealer Discretion As Perfect Timing 
Last Minute Law Passes Assembly cua | -\WATT | Guarantee for Strawberry Season 















































sh eceniapibeinies mn vas Ee Lae 2 
Atlanta, March 30. Pickard’s Predicament | : : | RACKET RASH Dealer discretion will guide plac- 
Ten minutes before zero hour Ww hM ° ° | sag of special blurbs in a unique set- 
struck for Georgia’s General Assem- a atc an Now Financially Y Stations Break Out With up W hich Benton & Bowles has de- 

bly Thursday (25) at midnight, Sam Pickard, former CBS Concerned, or In Control a , New eaten Whetoee lvised for Certo (General Foods} 
House of Representatives passed bill Vv. p. in charge of station rela- ¢ F; : : I | watts in santeniin tte tues. see 
setting up a Radio Camuitasten in tions, was in New York over || ®@ ive Stations and With | Racket programs bobbed up fast | Placed by the agency direct, the local 
Georgia to take over and operate the past week-end, leaving | Connections in Other Di- in New York last week following |G. F. rep determines how and when 

Station WGST and any and all other Monday (29) for Atlanta to con- ithe recent new flash of front page | the announcements are to be used. 

radio stations commonwealth may fer with the Governor of | rections publicity when special prosecutor | Food combine’s rep makes it part 
acquire. Georgia on the action taken by i Thomas E. Dewey got new convic- | of his business to watch the local 
Measure was passed in essentially the state legislature on WGST. FIX FACILITIE tions. s perishable foodstuffs market. As 
same form as when Senate puts its Atlanta, which Pickard and Ss Program, ‘Warning Signals,’ ar- | Soon as strawberry, time approaches 
okeh on it week previously. Spon- others have currently under at |ranged with Better Business Bureau |! area he issues word to the station 
sored by Governor E. D. Rivers and lease. Pickard is in hopes that by Burt McMurtrie and Geraldine | to let loose with two or three an- 
introduced at his request, it now the law cancelling leases on Washington, March 30. | Garrick. had been pending for x |nouncements a day calling attention 
awaits his signature to become law. state assigned wavelength li- Creation of a new regional nei-| weeks. It was rushed in abruptly | to the inflow of the berries, their 
! It calls for commission of seven censes will be suspended long work serving small cities in New/|last Friday (26) on Station WMCA, | prices and the value in using Certo 
members to be made up of state’s enough for the W GST lease to England and along the Middle Atlan- | New York, in order to have official | for preserving purposes. Same idea 
chief exec, prez of senate, speaker run out its remaining course of | tic seaboard appeared a step nearer | priority over a somewhat similar |! carried out when the grape season 
of house, prexy of Georgia Tech three years. last week when a Federal Communi- | stunt which Jules Seebach, at WOR, | breaks in the locality. In between 
(which owns WGST), and _ three If the state authorities reject cations Commission examiner recom- | had scheduled for Saturday (27). the season breaks there are other 
others to be named by governor. this proposal, it will then be up mended frequency shift and addi-| Other ‘racket’ angles also inspired announcements released, but with 
Rivers has announced his intention to the former to work out a tional time for WELI, New Haven. | local stations. these worded in general plug terms, 
of securing power hike for station, purchase agreement with Pick- Transmitter is one of the group in| - - : | Each station contract calls for the 
aiming at 500kw., and intends to use ard for the WGST transmitter | which Arde Bulova is interested and | : y . qe | airing of between 52 and 60 an- 
it to advertise state, and also add and other equipment. The trans- 'which is reported likely to form Bowes, New in Macon, nouncements within what might in 
short wave system for use by new mitter is practically a new one. nucleus of independent regional web Disturbs Sleeping Habit mos instances be a period of four 
department of public safety and de- comprising local outlets ati Paige nario wee ss ite 6. xy? 
partment of agriculture for dissemi- Disclosing Bulova is now the sec- Macon, Ga., Maren 0. Other manufacturers who make i 


nating market reports. vii pola lg annual sum to be ond biggest stockholder in City 

Title of station, Columbia outlet, | Broadcasting Corp., licensee of 
is now vested in Georgia School of WELI, Examiner P. W. Seward sug- 
Technology, which has it leased to 


WMAZ, which joins CBS Sunday | a practice of placing announcements 
(4), has struck a snag in trying to| jn batches through New York agen- 
Measure will give state authority rearrange its schedule so that it ey but assigning release discretion 

| 
| 


to rent station out commercially ex- 


gested the C isk senlicht N | can clear the Bowes’ Capitol Family | to local sales or distributing reps are 
. ° . ° 2cte ic or > o sway | . . 
cept for such time it might be needed | S&S*@ 'N€ \ommish greenis it New |program Sabbath mornings. Re- 








’ hit ; . | Procter & Gamble and Lever Bros. 
Cc, + 2 a . I rac . ¢ ce «t4 a . 27° | 
agen pte gee Co. Present for state purposes. Haven's station's pies for permit to | quired time is used by a local church | Among such products are Crisco 
ease as about three years to run, | move from 900 to 930 ke., changing | put after the minister had agreed to | (Ruthrauff & Ryan), P & G White 
with privilege of 10-year renewal. from daytime to unlimited opera-|4 Saturday night switch one of the 


Naptha (Compton) and Camay soap 
|church service’s underwriters com- | (Pedlar & Ryan). 

| plained. He goes to bed at 6 p.m. and 
sunset activities. Shift will improve |the time of the church broadcast 


Station was given to Tech by late WNBR, Memphis, set for eighth ;|tion. No power increase sought, sta- 
Clark Howell, Sr., publisher of At- | consecutive year of baseball broad- tion asking only 250 watts for post- 
lanta Constitution, and school car- | casts for the same sponsor, Coca- 





ries a valuation of $100,000 on prop- | Cola. Station will carry half a dozen |service and permit exploitation of | would interfere with this habit. Esskay Products Co., meat packe:s 
erty. exhibition games and all the regu- |much Connecticut talent, including! Church has been on the station for | of Baltimore, is including radio in 


One amendment tacked on by | lar out-of-town games of the Mem- | bands, debaters, and other educa-|seven years, broadcasting a regular |the campaigns which it has turned 
house provides for radio commission | phis’ Chicks, Francis Chamberlin | tional entertainers at Yale Univer- |morning service. Station still hopes|over to Brown-Alexander, Inc., of 
to pay Tech the amount of the en-! giving the play-by-play accounts. , (Continued on page 52) ito effect the switch. the same city. 
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THE PERFECT COMBINATION 


A Line with ths world’s greatest broadcasting station 7 
on one end and the world’s greatest market on the 
other, running right through the center of the richest 


area. This is truly ““7HE MOST SENSIBLE BUY 
IN BROADCASTIN 











Complete Information Available From 


TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION CORPORATION | ~ 


| 
: Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 


NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
521 Fifth Avenue 333 North Michigan Avenue 9833 Fernwood Avenue 


i MUrray Hill 6-2370 STAte 0366 HOllywood 5315 . 
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Deep Rooted Quarrel Over Radio 
In Australia as Labor Sees 


Newspaper ‘Domination’ of Air 





Sydney, March 2. _ | 


Overt here there’s a three-way in- | 


side radio battle going on. Labor | 
says that certain powerful news- | 
paper-controlled commercial radio | 
units are attempting to force a re- | 
duction in license fees through the | 
government on the A-class units. | 
Labor says newspaper moguls are | 


out to bring the A-classers to a low 
leVel ge that they (commercials) 
would‘ reap the benefit later. Stated 
that labor officials openly declare 
that there must be no domination 
by the newspaper-controlled units 
over~ the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. Labor is also of the 
opinion that a complete probe into 


the entire commercial field is re- 
quired for the betterment of the 
industry in general. 

On the other hand, the newspaper- 
controlees say that the fee is too 
high for the programs provided, 


and that public turns to the com- 
.mercials for entertainment anyway. 
New move discloses that Federal 
Cabinet will consider the creation 
of a tribunal to advise government 
on the commercial situation. Report- 
ed that Commonwealth government 








A Sponsor Speaks His Piece 
~~) 





“the most productive advertising we 
’ 


ave done.’ 


“g powerful factor in securing new 
distributors.” 
“enthusiastically received by retail- 
Lad 


“positively stimulated consumer de- 
mand.”’ 

“from every standpoint it paid big 
dividends.” 

That's what Zollers Brewing Co. 
said about their radio program, 
“Towa Speaks,”’ over KRNT- 
WMT. When Net discontinued all 
beer advertising Zoller said: ‘‘We 
are envious of any concern that 
sponsors ‘Iowa Speaks’.”’ Pro- 
gram now on for lowa Kelvinator 
Distributors, 


IOWA NETWORK 


KSO-WMT-KRNT 
Radio Stations of the DES MOINES 
REGISTER and TRIBUNE 








will not allow any change in the 


control of the A-classers. 


Labor’s Ambitions 

From the other side of the fence 
reports state that labor itself is at- 
tempting to build a big chain 
throughout the country to insure an 
outlet for propaganda, mainly dur- 
ing elections. Labor is said to be 
rather sore over being shut out in 


| the ace spots. 


Australian Broadcasting 
sion, controllers of A-classers, an- 
nounce that any reduction in licenses 
would mean the curtailment of im- 
ported talent for air and concert 
work, and would also lower the 
standard of programs. 

Into the battlefield come the con- 





cert managers with a statement that 
| the Commission should not be per- 
mitted to import overseas’ artists 
for concert work in opposition to 
them. Managers declare Commission 
should stick to air work only. 

Radio over here is controlied in 
Broadcasting Commission, and in the 
Commercial by powerful newspaper 
groups, Amalgamated Wireless, re- 
ligious and political parties. The only 
indie is Commonwealth Broadcast- 
ers, headed by Stuart F. Doyle and 
Frank Albert. 
| Doyle-Albert, with 2UW, Sydney, 
{| run on showmanship lines and this 
| year will go for a big build in the 
commercial field. 

License fee is $5 per annum, major 
portion of which goes to the A- 
classers. Commercials do not receive 
any dough from fee, depending 
upon advertising alone. 

In New Zealand, a Labor govern- 
iat practically controls the radio 
| field, even going so far as to air 
| complete parliamentary _ sessions. 
Tasmania, also with Labor, made a 
threat recently to erect a powerful 
B-class station as a challenge to the 
Commonwealth government’s power 
regarding air control. Common- 
wealth boys just laughed at threat 
| because in 1935 the High Court of 
| Australia gave a decision allowing 
|Commonwealth government com- 
| plete control of radio under the 
| Wireless Telegraphy Act. 
| It is expected that before the year 
|is out the fight will develop into 
|a free-for-all over control. In the 
| meantime, the fans still have to pay 
| their five bucks for air entertain- 


| ment, 








| Caron Gets Billing 


Chicago, March 30. 

Joel Caron, vice president of 
Brickerhoff, Inc., Chicago ad agency, 
has been named its president, and 
the name of the agency changed to 
| Brinckerhoff-Caron, Inc. 

Firm handles Bluffton Manufac- 
turing Co., and Artility Chair Co., 








accounts among others. 
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ORGANIST IN HOSPITAL 


‘Starvation’ Is Diagnosis of J. Leslie 
Hall’s Condition 








Cambridge, O.. March 30. 

J. Leslie Hall, 32, organist on a 
network program for three years 
is seriously ill in a hospital here. 
He collapsed on a main highway 
near here while trying to thumb a 
ride. Physicians said he was suf- 
fering from acute hunger. 

Hall was found unconscious on 
the side of the road three miles 
east of here by motorists who took 
him to a hospital. He was identified 
by papers in his pocket. He admit- 
ted his identity reluctantly. 

He said he was hitch-hiking to 
New York City and had been with- 
out steady employment for seven 
months, since leaving the Amos ’n’ 
Andy program. 





SUE WMCA ON 


| 


REMOTE USE 





the A-class field by the Australian | 


OF AUTO 


Damage suit for $50,000 against 
the Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co. 
| in connection with an auto accident 
which happened in 1933 is slated to 
come up for trial in the State Su- 
preme Court, New York, within the 


next six weeks. Legal twist about 
the litigation is whether WMCA, 
New York, can be held liable be- 


cause the employee’s car which par- 
ticipated in the accident allegedly 
contained remote equipment belong- 
ing to the station. The car belonged 
to the staff engineer, who was driv- 
ing it at the time. He is alleged 


job at the time. 

When the smashup took place, 
George Storer and his. Federal 
Broadcasting Corp. group were op- 
erating WMCA. Woman doing the 
suing, Dora Jacobs, received injuries 
in a collision which killed her 
mother and also caused the death of 
an elderly riding companion. 


CRAMPTCN JOINS WM. 
ESTY AGENCY ON RADIO 


Savington Crampton, for six and 
one-half years. assistant account 
executive on the Lux account with 
J. Walter Thompson, resigns this 
week to align with the William Esty 








agency. Esty is another Thompson 
agency alumnus, 

Crampton goes to the Coast 
around April 15 to become agency 
contact on the Camel program, 
working with Sam Moore, its pro- 
ducer. Stanley Holt of Esty & 


Co., who has been commuting vir- 
tually between both coasts hereto- 
fore, on the same program, will con- 
tinue headquartering in N. Y. with 
Esty. Crampton likewise will not 
make the Coast his permanent 
headquarters as he’s slated to return 
east in June after the Camel-Jack 
Oakie radio program has been given 
some attention. 


News Editors’ Office 


Chicago, March 30. 

Two new men have been added to 
the executive committee of the As- 
sociation of Radio News Editors and 
Writers, these being Al Hollender. 
of WJJD-WIND, and Jack Harris, of 
WSM, Nashville. 

ARNEW has also decided to move 
its official offices to Chicago as a 
more centralized location, and also 
closer to the supervision of president 
John Van Cronkhite. 











Weidenhammer Joins WOR 


Bridgeport, March 30. 
Carlton A. Weidenhammer, long 
in charge of WICC’s New Haven 
substation and exhaler’s dean an- 
nouncer, leaves Saturday (3) to join 


picked yet, station looking for man 
familiar with highly competitive ter- 
ritory. 





Tex. First year since 1928 that the 
Texas League team would permit a 
station to air its home-lot tilts. 








| war between the House and the Sen- 


| 


| Copeland Food and Drug bill, which 





WOR announcerial staff in New | 
York. 

Has been in charge of New Haven 
branch since 1932. No _ successor 


Kellogg sponsoring the home team 
| baseball games on KXYZ, Houston, | 


to have been coming from a pickup | 








Advertising Control Takes New Twist 


Substitute Law Would Stymie Agricultural 
Dept. By Revising Trade Commish 








Washington, March 30. 

Roundabout means of giving the 
Federal Trade Commission broader 
power to censor advertising was per- 
fected in Congress last week as 
means of avoiding past wrangles over 
what Federal agency should enforce 
propaganda features of proposed | 
Food and Drug Act revision. 

Setting stage for another 


instituted. Courts could not, how- 
ever, tie up distribution of magazines 
or newspapers for ‘substantial pe- 
riod’ after regular delivery date. No 
similar exemption proposed for 
broadcasters. 

Principal difference between the 
Copeland and Lea bills, aside from 
the matter of the enforcing agency 
and the degree of punishment, is in 
the scope. While Lea would impcse 
criminal penalties on sponsors of all 
advertising injurious to health, 
Copeland would administer fines and 
jail terms only to sponsors of propa- 
ganda in which claim is made that 
certain commodities are beneficial in 
treatment of six particular ailments. 
Penalties proposed by Copeland a:e 
much heavier, however. 


tug-of- 


ate, the House Interstate Commerce 
Committee informally approved a 
measure fathered by Chairman Clar- 
ence Lea of California, which, in 
amending various features of the 
Federal Trade Commission Act, 
would block the Agriculture Depart- 
ment from assuming jurisdiction 
over misleading food, drug, and cos- 
metic blurbs. Scheme is to rush 
such legislation through the House, 
thus affording excuse for knocking 
advertising-control clauses out of the 





| RESULTS? 


COURT X4008T 








was passed by the Senate three 
weeks ago. 

Lea bill, which was first rubber- 
stamped by the House committee 
and then formally introduced as a 
general revision of the F. T. C. basis 
act, is less stringent in many respects 
than the Copeland measure, al- 
though its scope is broader in some 
regards. Penalty provisions are 
more temperate and, on the whole, 
chief odium would fall on manufac- 


turers and sellers of commodities. 
Provisos 

Pertinent advertising provisions of 
the Leo proposal are: 

(1) Dissemination of any false ad- 
vertisement to induce purchase of 
food, drugs, devices or cosmetics is 
unlawful and an unfair act in com- 
merce. Liquor, including spirits, 
wines and beer, exempted. 

(2) Violators are subject to civil 
penalty not exceeding $1,000 and $50 
daily for each repetition. If the mis- | 
representation is injurious to health, 


Let us acquaint you 


with our work 





WE HAVE IT 








criminal punishment of $5,000 fine PROGRAMS? Soloist to chorus 
and one year jail sentence may be .--hillbilly to opera...sports.. 
ordered. news... community features... 
(3) No publisher, broadcaster or LISTENERS? Just ask Kansas 
advertising agency is liable under |] Gitians. Ask us for proof. 


the provisions relating to protection 
of health unless they refuse to fur- 
nish name of the individual who 
caused dissemination of the offensive 
propaganda. Innocent violators are 
specifically exempted. 

(4) When Commish suspects dis- 
semination of misleading advertising 
is plotted, injunction suits may be 


KXB Y 


Kansas City, Missouri 

















WB Signs Cassel 


Walter Cassel is set for two War- 
ner pictures in singing roles. ‘Desert 
Song’ is one of them. 

Also has lined up four radio 
broadcasting dates with Rubinoff on 
Chevrolet, April 18, 25 and May 2, 9. 











Eddie East and Ralph Dumke | 
making a short for Educational Pic- | NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
tures. EDWARD PETRY & of 
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the force of WKY advertis- 
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ing. WEY -adverti 


Y-Yo MB obdol 


fo BOK od tod d- Sas of -1-t0mmE-T-3 00-5 oT ol 
Oklahoma because WKY is 
the most listened-to station 


in the state. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


Affliated with The Daily Oklahoman, 
The Times, and The Farmer-Stockman 


Representative—E. Katz Special Advertising Agency 
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THE WLW LINE 


(WLW PLUS PITTSBURGH, PHILADELPHIA AND NEW YORK) 


MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO COVER ADEQUATELY 

_ AND ECONOMICALLY AT A COST OF $1,300 
PER EVENING HALF HOUR THE RICHEST SEC- 

TION OF THE COUNTRY WHERE OVER 30% OF 
THE SALES ARE MADE. THIS IS “THE MOST 
SENSIBLE BUY IN BROADCASTING!’’ 
BECAUSE IN NO OTHER WAY CAN THE ADVER- 
TISER REACH SO MUCH BUYING POWER AT 
SUCH LITTLE EXPENSE. 
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HERE AND THERE 


tune written by Gustav Klemm, pro- 
gram director of WBAL, Baltimore, 
has been chosen as musical back- 
ground for Fox Movietone filming of 
the Coronation. 





Jo Ranson, radio columnist on 
Brooklyn Eagle, writing volume to 
be called ‘Crime on the Air,’ which 
will trace history of criminal-track- 


ing down on radio. Charles 
*Martin’s ‘Circumstantial Evidence 
scripts will be given much _ space 


in book, ditto Phillips Lord’s stuff 
on ‘Gang Busters.’ Most of the pages, 
however, will be devoted to police 
radio. 


Zert Lytell will guest on Kate 
Smith A. & P. program on April 8, 
over CBS, and do his one-acter, 
‘The Valiant.’ 

Elena Jimenez, receptionist at 
WHN. N. Y., resigning in May to 
wet® Charley Redlick, one-time staff 


salesman at station who is now in | 
the furniture biz in San Francisco. 


Miss Jimenez will trek -west for the 
nuptials. 

Don Voorhees will swish the stick 
over the pit ore for forthcoming 
legit musical, ‘Between the Devil.’ 


Pearl Buck wiil do a guest stint 


of 


Monday (5) cn ‘Treasures Nex 
Door,’ U. S. Dept. of Interior-en- 
dowed CBS afternoon weekly period. 
Author will 


Kate Smith will receive the gold 


for 
the 


as reward 
service’ by 


medal offered her 
‘outstanding radio 


16th Annual Women’s Expo of Arts | 


and Indusiry, on her Thurs. (1) 
CBS period for Atlantic and Pacific. 
Ted Lewis will do a guestee on 
same show. 

Phil Baker planes to Florida from 
N. Y. directly after each of his 
Sunday night shows for Gulf Gas, 
to see his new baby son. Will con- 
tinue the commuting for at least six 
more weeks, returning to N. Y. 
each Friday to prepare his 
program. 

Neila Goodelle, currently on the 
Paramount, N. Y., stage, guestees on 
Ed Wynn’s program April 24. Set 
by Harry Bestry. 





A. E. Nelson, manager of KOA, 
Denver, and Austin McCarty, spent 
a week in Albuquerque and El Paso. 





looking over radio stations and Ford 


. : Barney Ra and his New Eng- 
agencies, and taking a vacation, “< : PP 8 


landers, with Edith Wright as vocal- 
ist, has moved into Hotel Chase, 
St. Louis. 





Claire Shadwell, of WBT, Char- 


—— 


Radio License Forward-Passing 





History of Trades, Deals, Shifts Revealed in 
Washington by John Bramhall 








|in Atlanta, 
| tracts. 
} treasurer, 





ja 





| auditor, 
| week on business and a vacation. 





next | 


lotte. N. C., has been elected to the 
honorary Forty and Eight section of 
the American Legion. 





William A. Schudt, Jr., and Dewey 
Long of WBT, Charlotte, did a week 
working on new con- 
In absence, H. H. Holshouser, 
acted as manager. 


announcer, who has been dangerous 


| back at desk, fully recovered from 
“ injuries suffered in auto accident six 
Lee Kirby, WBT, Charlotte, N. C. | 


ly ill, is recovering slowly. He had | 


long siege in the hospital with a 
stomach ailment and several blood 
transfusions were necessary. 





Warren Pearl, Rockwell-O’Keefe 
leaves for Hollywood this 





Buccaneer quartet, 
octet, starts a sustaining 


formerly an 
series on 


William H. Voeller is no 


ller, who had the title of v.p., has 


| been on the West Coast for the past 
discuss her authoring. | 


several weeks. 

Bob Murphy out of WDAY, Fargo; 
in at KSTP, St. Paul. Bob’s a kid 
| brother of Pat Murphy, NBC dra- 
matic player. 





Cedric Adams and Ed Abbott may 
| barnstorm a microphone act through 
| the sticks. 


| Winthrop Orr, head of WCCO’s 





in metropolitan New York and New 
Jersey radio, is a new member of 
the sales staff at WNBX, Springfield, 
Vt. 

WHKC, Columbus, earries Father 
Coughlin’s Sunday broadcasts start- 
ing April. Mutual program was 
formerly on WCOL. 





‘Banners in the Breeze,’ a march 














phil 
baker 


rHE 
GREAT 
AMERICAN 
EDIT O 
@ GULF REFINING § 
COMPANY 
SUNDAYS 





| 


| NBC this afternoon (Wednesday ). | Irving Reis will direct. 


longer 
| with the Conquest Alliance Co. Voel- 


duces CBS Workshop programs. 


production, resigns and flits to Chi- | Philadelphia, has been added to 
cago, where he’s to be production| WIP gabbing staff. Jack Plumly, | 
chief for NBC. ex-WPEN spieler, pinching on WIP | 

while Lynn Willis takes leave of | 
John T. Parsons, who has worked | absence. 








Tom Reid, formerly with KWTO- 
KGBX, Springfield, Mo., latest addi- 
tion to KSD’s announcing staff. 





Grace Daily, secretary to Sales- 
manager Ed Hamlin, KSD, St. Louis, 


weeks ago. 





‘The Basin Street Blues,’ Linda 
Raye, Jack Bordeaux and Bill Was- 
sum, from New Orleans, have washed 
up two years’ engagement at KWK, 
St. Louis. 





Archibald MacLeish’s experimental 
poetic drama for radio titled ‘The 
Fall of the City’ will have its first 
performance on the Columbia Work- 
shop program on Sunday (11). 





Jackie Heller set by Herman 
Bernie agency to chirp a guest stint 
on the Ed Wynn (Spud ciggie) pro- 
gram of April 17. 





‘The Fall of the City,’ first poetic 
drama in blank verse ever penned | 
for radio, rides the CBA web on 
April 11, 7:30 p.m. Written by Archi- 
bald MacLeish, who won Pulitzer 
poetry prize in ’32, with musical 
score by Vernon Hermann, play will 
be directed by Irving Reis, who pro- | 





Howard Brown, formerly WHAT, 





Eugene Trace, announcer, lately 
on WALR, Zanesville, O., is a new 
addition to Peter Grant’s staff of an- 
nouncers on Crosley’s WLW and 
WSAI, Cincy. 





Emmons Carlson, NBC Chicago 
sales promotion chief, and Carl Web- 


Washington, March 30. 


Some of the fastest forward-pass- 
ing of station licenses to come to 
the attention of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission came _ to 
light last week when a Commish 
examiner listened to the sad tale of 
an off-again-on-again friendship be- 
tween J. B. Roberts and Virgil V. 
Evans of Gastonia, N. C. 

After a lively association, during 
which they alternately tried to sell 
each other construction permits, as- 
signments of license, booking rights 
to radio scripts and station equip- 
ment, two gents wound up on oppo- 
site sides of the fence, each trying 
to beat the other to the draw on an 
application for a 100-watter on 1,420 
ke. 

Roberts, who several times had 
tried to unload his construction per- 
mit on Evans, applied for an exten- 
sion of time to construct the station 
—leaving Evans out of the deal. 
Evans, owner and manager of WSPA, 
Spartansburg, S. C., put in his own 
plea for the same assignment. Ex- 
aminer John P. Bramhall, in a 15- 
page report consisting largely of a 
section entitled ‘History of Radio Ac- 
tivities of Virgil V. Evans,’ threw up 
his hands and advised the Commish 
to toss both applications in the ash- 
can. 

Fact that Roberts was ‘without 
funds, even to meet his actual living 
expenses, and that judgments ren- 
dered against him in Gastonia have 
been outlawed by North Carolina’s 
10-year statute of limitations, was 
brought out at the hearings to show 
that he was hardly financially quali- 
fied to proceed with construction of 
the station. Evans, on the other 
hand, was revealed as a buyer-upper 
of small stations throughout the 
South. 

Evans’ Active Career 


In 1929 Evans started his radio ca- 
reer by trying to get a station at 








ster, on NBC Chi sales staff, off on a 
three-week vacash jaunt to the west. | 








Outstanding Stunts 





REMINDER LEAFLETS 
FOR RADIO SETS 
WSYR, SYRACUSE 











For the Listener’s Knob 
Syracuse, N. Y. 








WSYR is obtaining good publicity 
results for itself at moderate cost 





JERRY 
‘COOPER 


KRUEGER BEER 
Mondays at 10:30 PM.. 
WEAF - NBC 
DRENE SHAMPOO 
Wednesdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WEAF - NBC 
Thursdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WJZ - NBC 
Management 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS 
BUREAU 





through a miniature program guide 
designed to hang from a= string 
around the knob of the family radio 
receiver. Leaflet is indexed by days 
of the week and gives. various 
WSYR commercials; reminder adver- 
tising scattered through blank spaces 
for family write-ins on favorite pro- 
grams. 

A brief reference on the reverse 
urges owners to keep their sets in 
repair. This obtains circulation for 
WSYR through the retail radio stores 
and service men, 





Salute te a Lonely Guy 

’ New York. 
Columbia is dedicating a special 
| program this Sunday (4) from 9 to 














9:55 a. m. to what it described as the 
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Dir., BLACKMAN ADVERTISING, 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW 
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world’s most isolated radio listener. 
He is Frederick C. Bennett, who 
lives alone on Herschel Island in the 
Arctic Circle. Program will consist 
of songs Bennett used to sing as a 
Canadian frontiersman, news com- 
ment, poetry reading and a talk by 
the Right Reverend Pierre Fallaize, 
the Flying Bishop of the Arctic, and 
a friend of Bennett. 

Network got the program idea 
through info it had received from a 
string of amateur radio stations and 
a letter he sent KSL, Salt Lake City, 
which took two and a half months to 
get there by divers means of trans- 
portation. 








Masked Sandwichman for WHBQ 


Memphis. 

With the old parlor game of 
Charades as a pattern, Bob ‘urty, 
manager WHBQ, has a new mystery 
program series, ‘Who Am I?’ It is 
built around an interrupting ghost 
voice, giving clues to his or her 
identity, with prizes for best letters 
of identification. 

Promotion includes film trailer on 
screen at downtown Warner theatre, 
and black-robed, masked sandwich 
man parading business district with 
signs reading ‘Who Am I? Am I 
Dead? Am I Alive? Tune in WHBQ, 
8 p.m.’ Sponsor, Armstrong Furni- 
ture Co., awards six nightly prizes 
with grand prize each week. Pic- 
ture of the robed; mysterious figure 
appears in all the sponsor’s news- 
paper space. 





KLZ Takes to Outdoors 


Denver. 

This spring KLZ will broadcast by 
remote from city park. The broad- 
casts will be from outdoor spots 
when the weather permits, first the 
monkey island, then the duck pond, 
the bears’ cages; when the weather is 
bad the mike will be taken to the 
Colorado State Museum, in the park. 
and the director of the museum will 
talk on the specimens, how secured, 
prepared, etc. 

George Cranmer, 
parks, is cooperating. 


manager of 





Develop Accordion Band 
Des Moines. 
A 40-piece piano accordion band 
recently formed in Des Moines will 
appear in the WHO Iowa Barn Dance 
Frolic. Band includes both sexes. 





Players range from six to 65. 


WORK BECOMES PLEASURE 


WHAS, Louisville, Creates an Arti- 
ficial Lake—Help Will Splash | 








Louisville, March 30. 
Staff members of WHAS, the 
Courier-Journal station, will have a 
summer playground made to order 
for them, when new transmitter 
house in Oldham County, near here, 
is completed. 

Lack of water facilities necessitat- 
ed damming a stream, which will 
form a lake of considerable size. 
Dam will be approximately 12 feet 
high, and lake will be of sufficient 
depth to permit swimming and boat- 
ing. It will also be stocked with fish, 
and the WHAS staff are looking for- 
ward with keen anticipation to the 
coming summer months, when they 
will frolic during their spare mo- 
‘ments and week-ends. 


NO MacMURRAY CUT; 
MARTIN ‘HOTEL’ M. C. 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Declining to take a 50% cut for 
the summer stretch as Hollywood 
Hotel emcee, Fred MacMurray 
checks off the Campbell souper 
April 30. Current stipend is $2,500 
a week. 

Tony Martin takes over, is drawing 
$750, which represents a nice in- 
crease over his remuneration on the 
Burns and Allen show last week 
ending its Campbell affiliation. 
Louella Parsons had been champion- 
ing George Murphy for the spot. 

Martin’s deal partitioned off in 13 
week options. 











10% Frijoles 


3 _ Hollywood, March 30. 
Four squires were paid off in 100 
cans of beans for a guest shot on 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ program. 
Agent got the usual 10% in canned 
frijoles. 





New Faces at WIP 


Philadelphia, March 30. 

Mary Katherine Fenerty added to 
WIP staff this week as scriber to 
President Ben Gimbel, Jr. Ed Wal- 
lace, night supervisor at station, has 
rbeen upped to production direction. 

Announcer John Facenda being 
spotted into Wallace’s old post. 








Atlanta, record revealed. Denial of 
his application resulted in a second 
attempt to win a construction per- 
mit from the Commish and the es- 
tablishment, in 1930, of WSPA. Third 
venture consisted of a dicker with an 
outfit having a permit to build a 
station at Huntsville, Ala.. whereby 
Evans agreed to construct the trans- 
mitter for 85° of the stock. Eventu- 
ally, Evans became.sole owner of 
the property, WBHS, which he 
moved from Huntsville to Durham, 
wee ©. 


After attempting to move the sta- 
tion three more times, to Rock Hill 
and Greenwood, S. C., and to Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., Evans agreed to sur- 
render his license to a Chattanooga 
group, providing they would pay him 
$2,250 for the equipment of WBHS. 

Evans received his first spanking 
from the Commish on the~WBHS 
deal, Commissioners’ pointing out 
that ‘we are impelled to find that the 
$2,250 the applicant agreed to pay 
Mr. Evans for the Huntsville equip- 
ment was not alone consideration for 
the equipment, but included, in part, 
payment for the discontinuance of 
WBHS.’ 

In another deal, Evans was con- 
nected with WNOX, Knoxville, for 
a year, receiving $10,000 and the 
equipment of a second Knoxville sta- 
tion, WFBC. During his managership 
of WNOX, he arranged with the First 
Baptist Church, owners of WFBC, to 
broadcast religious programs free for 
three years, if the church would sell 
him the WFBC equipment for $1. In 
this dicker ‘the contract specified that 
the sale included the permit which, 
of course, was a violation of the 
Radio Act,’ Bramhall’s report pointed 
out. After moving WFBC to Green- 
ville, South Carolina, Evans again 
profited by selling WFBC for $5,000, 
though the contract did not provide 
for the sale of any equipment. 

Clarence C. Dill, James W. Gun 
and Frank Bostwick appeared as 


lawyers for applicant. F. V. Fletcher 
acted for F.C.C, 
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Mutual's Horse-Racing Exclusives 
Peddled at $1,000 


Wk. Over Summer 








Mutual network has tied up ex- 
clusive broadcasting rights to all the 
stake races to be run this spring, 
summer and autumn at New York’s 
five major tracks. Web made the 
deal with the N. Y. Racing Assn., 
laying an undisclosed sum on the 
line for the exclusivity on the gee- 
gee gallops. 

Network’s deal calls for airing of 
the two feature stake runnings at 
each of the tracks each week, with 
the broadcasts consuming 15 minutes 
Bryan Field, the N. Y. 
Times’ racing reporter, will do the 
mike descriptions through the season. 
In trying to shag a sponsor for the 
series, Mutual is asking $1,000 per 
week. Is also trying to sell the 
month-long Saratoga meeting for a 
flat $7,500. Figures cover program 
costs only, with network time extra, 
of course. : 

Races start April 15 at Jamaica, 
with Betmont Park, Aqueduct, Em- 
pire City, Saratoga, Aqueduct, and 
Belmont. Park following in that 
order, closing on Oct 2. 

Mutual is also toying with idea of 
sinking the grappling irons into the 
late autumn racing season in Mary- 
land, in event network gets an in- 
terested sponsor for its summer 
series around N. Y. Hearst-owned 
WBAL, Baltimore, is a Mutual out- 
let and that station has exclusive on 
Pimlico and Bowie autumn meets, 
which it would be eager to feed the 
chain. 


Plenty Paint on Air 


Rash of paint accounts are hitting 
radio this spring through waxings 
made by World Broadcasting. Du- 
pont has two 15-minute musicals 
weekly on wax (B. B. D. & O. agen- 
cy). J. Sterling Getchell’s two paint 
accounts, Bay State in New England, 
and Peaslee-Gaulbert in Dixie, are 
using five-minute transcriptions. Na- 
tional Lead, through Marschalk & 
Pratt, and Berry Bros. through 
Maxon, are others. 

Improved business conditions 
around U. S. inspires the paint firms 
to foresee a boom spring for house 
spruce-ups. 











Procter & Gamble had two audi- 
tioning proposed programs piped out 
from N. Y. to soap-maker’s Cincin- 
nati headquarters last week. Both 
were submitted by Ed. Wolf, being 
‘The Junior Review,’ with Mary 
Small and Jackie Coogan, and a 
script serial, ‘Hilltop House.’ 




















BRAGGIOTTI 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 
Recording For Master 
Records 
(HEARD ON NBC NETWORK) 


Hearst’s Frisco Station 
Opens Cross-Bay Studio 


San Francisco, March 30. 

Local Hearst transmitter, KYA, 
opened its new Oakland studios in 
the Hotel Oakland (25), to the ac- 
companiment of all the usual verbal 
back-patting by civic biggies and 
execs of KYA and the California 
Radio System, with which the sta- 
tion is affiliated. Governor Frank F. 
Merriam of California broadcast his 
message from Sacramento. Several 
hundred guests at a banquet in the 
hotel witnessed broadcasts of Ernie 
Smith’s ‘Sportlights’ and Hugh Bar- 
rett Dobbs’ ‘Ship of Joy,’ with KYA 
staff artists. 

New studios will give the city of 
Oakland its first network outlet. 
Also marks the first time a San 
Francisco transmitter has built stu- 
dios across the bay. 


Pacific Coast Notes 


Ben McGlashan heading for 
Washington to put in his plea to get 
KGFJ (Los Angeles) a power in- 
crease and band move. 











Ray Appleby KEHE (Los An- 
geles) production manager, on the 
mend at Hollywood hospital after 
blood transfusion by Bob LeMond 
of the announcing staff. 





David Broekman auditioned his 
ork for Lucky Strike, which may 
switch one of the Hit Parade broad- 
casts to Hollywood. 





Paul Riekenbacker, Columbia Hol- 
lywood exec, taking a respite at Mu- 
rietta Hot Springs. 





Bing Crosby gives his April 1 
broadcast a baseball flavor by pit- 
ting June Travis, whose dad is 
prexy of the Chicago White Sox, 
against Charley Grimm, Cubs man- 
ager. 





Ann Graham, radio singer with 
eastern bands, being tested for pic- 
ture work at Warners. 





Carlton KaDell outscored a score 
of other announcers for the barker 
role on National Biscuit’s Twin Star 
show when it swings over to Co- 
lumbia next month. 


Storm Silences CKLW 

Detroit, March 30. 

Blinding sleet-snow storm crippled 
hydro power plant in Windsor, Ont., 
across the river, and cut off CKLW’s 
airings for almost an hour Wed- 
nesday night (24), Break came in 
midst of speech by Senator Hugo 
Black, supporting President Roose- 
velt’s court proposal, shortly after 
10 p.m. 
Station rigged up auxiliary battery 
power in time to pick up Golden 
Gloves tourney from Chicago at 
11 p.m. Town’s power plant was fixed 
during the night, and regular broad- 








SEATTLE MAKES NOISE 
ABOUT TOTEM PAIR 


Seattle, March 30. 
Celebrating the formal dedication 
of a flock of new equipment and the 
rise of stations KOMO and KJR, To- 
tem Broadcasters, Inc., operators of 
these NBC red and blue outlets, re- 
cently threw a big hooray day. 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer joined in 
the shouting with ar eight-page sec- 
tion in its Sunday edition devoted to 
radio in general and KOMO-KJR in 
particular. In view of past animosi- 
ties between radio and press here, 
this might seem surprising. But 
with the stations in for a full page 
ad, and affiliated industries in for a 
lot more, the Post-Intelligencer 
didn’t do so badly in promoting the 
tie-up. All handled very impress- 
ively, too. 
A one-hour dedicatory broadcast 
was staged simultaneously over 
KOMO and KJR, Sunday afternoon. 
Program reviewed the growing pain 
days of both stations and ballyhooed 
the brand new equipment develop- 
ments. Consisted of music by a 25- 
piece orchestra and 16-voice chorus, 
and interviews with the old-timers 
and big-wigs. Talks by the Rev. 
Dr. James E. Crowther, who partici- 
pated in KOMO’s opening in 1926, 
and Don Gilman, NBC vice-presi- 
dent, were piped in from San Fran- 
cisco. 


WMAZ’s New Rates 


Macon, Ga., March 30. 

New booklet with pictures and 
coverage figures mailed out this 
week by WMAZ. Had already gone to 
press when affiliation contract was 
signed with Columbia network. Only 
mention of chain is in the letters 
‘CBS’ superimposed on back cover. 
New General Rate Card No. C-1l 
now being printed to take effect 
April 4 when network affiliation 
goes into effect. 


BRYANT JOINS WORLD 


F. W. Bryant, formerly of McCann- 
Erickson, Chicago, has joined World 
Broadcasting’s station relations dept. 
under Bill Hoppes. Latter is cur- 
rently embarking on a fortnight’s 
swing through the southwest. 

A. J. Kendrick, World’s Chicago 
manager, is now in New York for 
biz huddles. 

















Sportcaster in Politics 
Birmingham, March 30. 

‘Bull’ Connor, who has been broad- 
casting ball games over WBRC for 
years, has announced his candidacy 
for the City Commission. 

Three years ago he was elected a 
member of the House of Representa- 
tives of the Alabama legislature and 
principally because he fought in- 
creased taxes he has increased his 
popularity. 





4 Columnists on One Show 
New Haven, March 20. 

Radio newspaper made up of col- 
umnists set for April debut by WELI. 
Half-hour 6 p.m. offering will 
present Sid Goluboff covering na- 
tional and local events, Jeanne Poli 
on women’s stuff, Michael J. Goode 
on politics. 





casts resumed Thursday morning. 


Phil Buxbaum on sports. 





Sponsored Sports Would Make School 
Bands Commersh Under Proposed Law 





San Francisco, March 30. 
San Francisco radio execs, school 
officials and execs of the Golden 
Gate International Exposition have 
united in protest against a bill in- 
troduced in the Assembly at the 
state capital, Sacramento, which will, 
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if passed, make it unlawful for any 
elementary or secondary school band 
or orchestra ‘to perform or partici- 
pate in any parade, ceremony, ex- 
hibition or program sponsored by 
any person, firm, corporation, club, 
society or other organization of a 


civic, fraternal or religious nature 
for the furtherance or any private 
profit or gain.’ 


Measure, introduced by Jack B. 
Tenney, vice-prexy of the Los An- 
geles Musicians’ Union, has been re- 
ferred to the committees on educa- 
tion and on exhibitions and fairs. It 
is directed at bands and orchestras 





oo * 





of elementary and secondary schools, 
or penal or reformatory institutions, 


supported in whole or in part by 
state funds. 

Bill was set for a committee hear- 
ing last week, but because represen- 
tatives of the San Francisco Musi- 
cians’ Union, whicn is supporting the 
measure, failed to appear, the hear- 
ing was rescheduled for Monday 
(29). 

Local school department is op- 
posed to the Tenney bill because it 
will prevent school bands from 
playing at any games which are 
broadcast, as well as participation of 
bands and orks in all types of fairs 
and parades, and also force discon- 
tinuance of school programs now 
being aired over indie stations and 
networks. 

Tournament of Roses Parade and 
the Rose Bowl game in Pasadena last 
New Year’s Day were cited by Ten- 
ney in his complaint against the 
schools. With hundreds of musicians 
out of work in Los Angeles, he said, 
the musical representation in the 
parade was almost 100 per cent non- 
professional talent drawn from the 
schools, 








Baseball Feud on Ford Show 





early in the season, 





New York Giants’ and Brooklyn baseball team managers, Bil] 
Terry and Burleigh Grimes, respectively, will be given the oppor- 
tunity to air the teams’ bitter rivalry night of April 20 on the Ford 
program. That’s the same day the teams engage one another in the 
opening game of the season at Ebbetts Field, Brooklyn. 

It'll be the first debate between rival baseball managers on radio 
Heretofore such events have taken place after 
a season Closes, or just prior to a World Series. 
one another’s teams will be aired in interview style. 

Curtis & Allen agented the baseball execs, 


Their opinions of 








COLLEGE PROF. FILES 
SQUAWK VS. NBC, CBS 


San Francisco, March 30. 
Charging discrimination against 
speakers opposing Federal judiciary 
reorganization, League for Supreme 
Court Independence, Inc., last week 
accused NBC and CBS of attempting 
to stifle discussion of this issue. 
Group squawked in telegram sent 
to Senator Burton K. Wheeler. Local 
representatives of both networks, 
according to Prof. David P. Barrows, 
of Univ. of California and prexy of 
the League, refused to sell time to 
the organization for talks by promi- 
nent speakers opposed to the Presi- 
dent’s program. The Mutual-Don 
Lee network, however, aired the first 
of a series of 13 broadcasts sponsored 
by the League last Friday night (26). 

Don E. Gilman, NBC vice-prexy 
in charge of the Western Division, 
released the following statement in 
answer to Barrows: 

‘NBC does not sell time for con- 
troversial broadcasts of a political 
nature, except during a political 
campaign. 

‘In the present instance, with 
reference to the request for the pur- 
chase of time, NBC is giving the use 
of its facilities and its broadcasting 
time nationally in order that both 
sides of the Supreme Court question 
will be presented. The policy of the 
company does not permit additional 
periods to be sold.’ 

CBS execs had no statement to 
make officially. Barrows declared 
that when first approached by the 
League, the local CBS management 
had quoted prices and discussed 
broadcast times, but that later net- 
work execs refused verbally to con- 
tinue negotiations or to put their 
reasons in writing. League was 
merely told, states Barrows, that 
after a confab with their Los An- 
geles office they were unable to go 
ahead with previous plans. 

Barrows’ views on the Supreme 
Court question were aired last 
month by the University Explorer 
(Hale Sparks) in one of the semi- 
weekly sustainers presented by the 
University of California over the 
NBC-Blue web in California. 


Cosmetic Switches Shows 


‘Rich Man’s Darling,’ five-a-week 
daytime script serial on CBS for 
Edna Wallace Hopper cosmetics, was 
replaced Monday (29) by serialized 
air version of a play, ‘Sunday,’ by 
PThomas Receward, which was pro- 
duced on Broadway over score of 
years ago, starring Ethel Barrymore. 

On the air the episodic yarn is 
labeled ‘Our Gal, Sunday.’ 

Incidentally, it,was in that play 
that Miss Barrymore had the famed 
line still associated with her: ‘That's 
all there is; there isn’t any more.’ 


WOR Curfews at 2 A.M. 


Time from 2 to 4 o’clock in the 
morning now is being offered to 
sponsors by WOR, N. Y. Station 
short time ago extended its sign-off 
time from 1:30 until 2 o’clock in the 
morning. 

New morning space is being of- 
fered at one-half daytime rates, 


Annapolis Band on WFBR 


Baltimore, March 30. 

Two band programs, both re- 
motes, were lined up by WFBR 
today. First to go on the air will 
be the monthly concert of the U. S. 
Naval Academy Band from Annapo- 
lis, to be followed by the Chester- 
town band from the Eastern Shore. 

Latter tie up in line with recent 
efforts of station to build up listener 
following on Shore, heretofore dial- 
ing Philadelphia stations in pref- 
erence to locals, 


Shayne-NBC Dicker 
NBC is talking a deal with Al 
Shayne, now on ‘Sally’s Studio’ pro- 
gram on station WMCA, New York, 
for a gustainer on NBC, 
Shayne is anxious to get off the 
local program where he has been for 




















five years. 


20 New a 
For 40-Hr. Week 
At Chi Webs 





Chicago, March 30. 
Both NBC and Columbia here 
have decided to put engineers on a 


five day, 40 hour week, with the 
set-up to start not later than Sept. 1, 
and before, if arrangements can pos- 
sibly be made. Each net has approxi- 
mately 40 men regularly employed 
at the present time for studio and 
nemo work, and the new deal will 
require the addition of 10 more 
apiece. 

Behind the move is reported to be 
the action of International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers Local in 
attempting to organize all stations. 
At present time the setup is the 
Same as it has been for a number 
of years, with only two stations, the 
Tribune’s WGN, and WCFL, Voice of 
Labor, having union affiliated opera- 
tors and engineers, but recently, 
Robert Brooks was elected business 
agent for Local 134 of IBEW, and is 
reported to be very active in at- 
tempting 100% organization. 

Claim is made that at the present 
time, Local 134 is sending electri- 
cians, rather than operators, to the 
two stations which are affiliated 
with it, thus hampering production. 
Neither WGN nor WCFL, however, 
would verify the complaint. 

Both NBC and Columbia are tak- 
ing men on now in order to break 
them in to work during the vacation 
period, after which the five day 40 
hour week will be put into effect. 





‘First Offender,’ correctienal 
dramas emanated by WELI, New 
Haven, in co-operation with Sheriff 
E. J. Slavin, being piped to WNBC, 
New Britain, and WATR, Waterbury. 
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College Girls Take Over 
WESG in All-Day Stunt; 
Wives Didn’t Fancy It 


Elmira, N. Y., March 39. 


WESG staged novel stunt last week 
when station turned itself over to be 
operated by group of girl studes 
from Elmira College. Lassies threw 
the switch when __ broadcaster 
bounced onto the ozone at 7:30 a. m. 
and held the helm till station (on | 
limited time) sank with the sun at | 








7:15 p. m. 

Studes had received advance | 
coaching from control room, an- 
nouncers and program dept., and 
when on own did pretty com- | 
petent job. The station’s regular | 


staff, ostensibly on vacash, actually } 
had rather wearisome toil beyond- | 
the-veils seeing that broadcasts ran | 
smoothly and complied with FCC | 
rules. 

Advertisers didn’t squawk, be-| 
cause listening interest was at white- | 
hot heat, due to advance publicity on | 
stunt. One complaint was that all 
the girls’ voices sounded alike, and 
hence tended to make the gab mo- | 
notonous after some hours. 

Gals put on sports’ periods, house- 
hold hints, news, singing and musical 
programs, and all the other varied 
stuff making up the log at small- 
town station. 

Only unfavorable outside comment 
on stunt came from wives of some | 
of WESG staff. Weren’t so fond of | 
having co-eds around. 


Utilities Engineering Institute | 
aboard WHN, N. Y., for 13 Tuesday 
late-afternoon quarter-hours of 


corded dance music. 





re- | 





| 
. 
} 


NEW YORKS 
OWN STATION 


PROGRAM 
PLANNIN 


Pir 






4 
4 





if 
' 















| 


CATHEDRAL OF 
THE UNDERWORLD 


SUNDAYS 1 TO 2 P.M. 


ae me Ae 








J. C. Baseball ’Casts 
For Wheaties on WHN 


Jersey Giants, uprooted Interna- 
tional League Albany franchise club, 
will broadcast this season over WHN, 
New York. A farm for the New 
York Giants, the club in Jersey City 
has an elaborate new plant and will 
give the metropolitan district about 
35 night games. Some of the latter 
may be broadcast by WHN if sum- 
mer time clearance can be effected. 








Programs 





However, bulk of the play-by-play | 


will be of afternoon games. Out-of- 
town stuff will be reconstructed off 
the ticker tape. Joe Bolton. 
WOR, joins WHN to spotcast. 

It’s one more baseball deal for 
Wheaties, which has ’em scattered 
all over the country. 


from 


Cleveland, March 30. 
Cleveland Indians play-by-play 
will be jointly sponsored over WHK 
this year by Socony Vacuum and 
General Mills. 
Gibbons will be the spielers. 


Same station has nightly resume of | 


baseball stuff, with same spielers un- 
der P.O.C. Beer sponsorship. 


Basketball Magnetizes 
Radio-Press Collaboration 


Indianapolis, March 30. 
Finals of the Indiana High School 
basket ball tourney were handled by 
WFBM and WIRE, of Indianapolis: 
WOWO, Ft. Wayne; WHBU, Ander- 


|son, and WIND, Gary. 


With a tie-up two ways, WIRE had 


the paying end. Sponsored by Ford | 


front-page box to the airing of the 


‘net tourney. 


In the box, wording ran as 
lows: Through the courtesy of the 
Ford Motor Co. and the Indianapolis 
News, WIRE will carry complete 


41 |radio coverage on the finals of the 


state basket ball tournament...’ The 
front page box also carired a large- 
type blackface head...‘WIRE to Give 
All Details of Net Tourney.’ 

WFBM carried the tourney in full, 
but without benefit of sponsor or 
newspaper tie-in. Blythe Hendricks. 
a former manager of the station, 
handled the microphone for WFBM. 





Sports in Baltimore 
Baltimore, March 30. 


WCBM has International League 
baseball games of the Orioles, daily 
except Sundays for Wheaties, and 
WBAL is lining up the Pimlico Race 
Meet for the American Oil Co. 


Lee Davis will handle the ball 
games, locally and on tour, season 
opening April 22. Pimlico opens 
April 29 with highlight of meet, the 
running of the Preakness, on May 15. 

Preakness running which will be 
fed to NBC blue network will be 
handled by Clem McCarthy and will 
highlight a four hour variety pro- 
gram set for studio. 





SONJA HENIE has it os KLZ has it, too! 


PERSONALITY 


What Sonja has on the screen—KLZ has 


on the air . . . the ability 


and hold people, to make them think 


about, talk about and want to 
KLZ. 


SONJA HENIE IN 
“ONE IN A MILLION” 
20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Affiliated in Management with WKY 
and the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 















to attract 


listen to 


Jack Graney and Gil 


fol- | 


Chicago, March 30. 

Despite the efforts of many base- 
ball managers and owners to 
off radio broadcasts of their games, 
baseball in 1937 reaches a new high 
water mark in the ether, with the 
broadcasters giving more attention 
and more time, and getting more 
revenue from baseball than ever 
| before. 

Indications are that at least 260 
stations will broadcast baseball play- 
by-play both in the major and minor 
league towns, which will mean 
night-time ethering for the bulk of 
the minor league stations. 

In many cities as many as five sta- 


| tions will be blasting play-by-play 
simultaneously. For instance here in 
Chicago, baseball will be carried 


from the diamond by WGN, WBBM, | 


VJJD, WIND, WCFL, and possibly 
WAAF. NBC could have sold base- 
ball many times over on its WMAQ 
and WENR outlets but rejected these 
bids due to network commitments. 
Same goes for WLS which shares 
time with WENR. 

This situation holds forth in many 
other towns, and in a number of 
instances the entire roster of a town’s 


Sponsors Easy to Sell, So Everybody 
Bandwagon, Leaving Listeners No Choice of 


| 


kill | 





ether outlets will carry baseball 
which means that the residents of 
that burg will have baseball or | 
| nothing. 


| Rates on baseball have gone up 

|nearly 25% since last year, with 

| stations collecting as high as $95,000 

for a season’s play-by-play. These 

rates have hit up so high, in fact, 

| that a number of sponsors are eager 

ito make deals for dual sponsorship 
on the broadcasts. And in cases 
where the sponsors were willing and 
ready to shoulder the entire coin 
i burden in exchange for exclusive 
commercial rights, they made dual 
|deals in order to get onto stations 
|which are controlled by the other 
| sponsor. 


on a national basis. Indianapolis 
News in an unprecedented action | 
came in for the publicity sharing 
tie-in. The News, evening daily, | 
which has long been known locally | 
|}as most-down-on-radio of the local 
|sheets, even went so far as to give 


Four Hours 

Most of the stations taking base- 
ball will devote at least four hours 
| daily to the diamond, and in many 
instances will run close to five hours. 
This is due to the number of by- 
product periods that have sprung 
up from the baseball broadcasts. In 
addition to the play-by-play, there 
are pre-game interviews with the 
players for a regular 15-minute ses- 
sion and after the game a summary 
15-minute program. 

Number of other stations are 
carrying a full 60-minute re-creation 
program of the game that was played 
during the afternoon. Some of the 
stations re-create the same game 
that they had on the air play-by- 
play during the afternoon, while 
other stations re-create out-of-town 
games. That is not all, however, for 








| Sports Craze 








(Continued from page 1) 





casting the same baseball game at 
the same time isn’t anything the 
broadcasters are worrying about. 

Sports announcers are frequently 
the highest-salaried members of sta- 
tion staffs. Most of them handle 
more than one sport, often jumping 
from baseball in the afternoon to the 
boxing ringside at night. Even such 
limited audience sports as handball, 
billiards, sailboating, dog-sledding, 
etc., have gotten radio attention. All 
of which tends to make the guy who 
knows his sports jargon th white- 
haired chappie around radio studios. 

Indeed, sportcasting is radio’s fast- 
est-growing profession and the one 
sub-division of talent, not requiring 
theatrical background or qualities, in 
which potentially the spieler can get 
into the money. 

20 Grand B.R.’s Eschen 
St. Louis, March 30. 

Starting April 5 Axton-Fisher To- 
bacco Co. of Louisville, Ky., makers 
of Twenty Grand cigarettes, . will 
sponsor Frank Eschen’s Sportcasts 
over KSD. 

Program will hit air at 6:45 p.m. 
until daylight saving time is effective 
when jit will be moved up 60 min- 
utes. 





Gaylord McPherson is_ leaving 





WHO, Des Moines, for WDOD, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. 


| of it i 


Climbs on 


practically every station has a sports 
review at around 6 p.m. giving the 
final scores of all the games in the 
major leagues and the important 
minor league games. 

Thus, the play-by-play 
tween two and three hours of time 
during the afternoon, plus 15 minutes 
ahead and 15 minutes following, plus 
15 minutes or 30 minutes around 
6 p.m. for sports reviews, plus 60 
minutes around 8 p.m. for a re- 
creation, and, to top it off, several 
stations have a late sports column 
on the air around 11 p.m., which 
contains informal chats about the 
day’s games and hints and prophecies 
of the next day’s tussles. 
sustaining, 

Globe Refining Co. has 15 minute 
daily before-baseball-game sports 
review on WIND. Station now has 
booked a daily sport schedule which 
amounts to approximately five hours 
daily, and makes Russ Hodges the 
busiest sports announcer in Chicago. 
Jimmy Dudley coming from WYSR, 
Syracuse to be his assistant. All 
sports periods are commercial, and 
all have been sold with Hodges, 
making it impossible for anybody 
else to do anything but assist. 

Beginning his day with the 15 
minutes before the game sports re- 
view fcr the Globe Refining Co., 
Hodges continues with a play-by- 
play description of the home game 
of either Chicago Cubs or White Sox 
(which might be a double header) 
for General Foods, follows at seven 
o’clock with an hour’s re-enactment 
of the out-of-town game, and from 
that, goes directly into a half hour 
of race results plugging Webster 
Cigars and Penn Tobacco. Winds up 
the day with another 15 minute 
commercial sports review. 


runs be- | 


And none | 


‘BASEBALL OR NOTHING’ AFTERNOONS TO 
RADIO FANS IN MANY U. S. LOCALITIES 





the afternoon ball games plus an 
extra 15 minutes of solid talk in 
the afternoon, an hour and a half, 
uninterrupted, at night with an- 
other 15 minutes added after a 75 
minute lay-off. And the schedule is 
for seven days a week, with the 
only off time coming on Sundays 
when the race results are dropped. 

Hodges comes into the spring and 
summer programs fresh after a win- 
ter spent on the same station, doing 
basketball, polo, and hockey games, 





auto races, sports reviews, mdr on 
the street, and in the department 
| store broadcasts, commercial news 


| periods, and a regular studio schedule, 





BIKE RACES SPONSORED 


WHAS, Louisville, Lap-by-Lap Re- 
mote for Sears-Roebuck 
Louisville, March 30. 

Arrangements have been made by 
WHAS to air the Third International 
Six-Day Bike Race, to be run at 
| Jefferson County Armory, March 30 
to April 5. Races will be held as 
formerly, under auspices Jefferson 
Post, American Legion. 

Airings will be sponsored by 
Sears-Roebuck, and will be first time 
that the pedal-pushers have hit the 
airwaves twice daily, under sponsor 
ship of local concern, 
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This schedule gives the announcer 


























And His 


New 








Opening Tonight; 


RUBY 
NEWMAN 


In the 


RAINBOW ROOM 


Atop 
Radio City 


For 


A LIMITED ENGAGEMENT 


Broadcasting 
via the RED and 
BLUE NETWORKS 


Management 


ROCKWELL-O'KEEFE, Inc. 
RKO Bldg., Radio City 
New York City 





Orchestra 


York 
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‘$650,000 From British Radio Under 
New Pact: Cost 100G’s to Arbitrate 





London, March 30. 


After months of negotiation the 
British Performing Rights Society 
and the British Broadcasting Corp. 
have settled their fee differences. 
Agreement calls for the payment of 
14c per license plus 10% for the in- 
clusion of the tune in an Empire 
broadcast. This means the society 
will in 1937 collect $650,000 from 
the government-owned broadcasting 
system. Amount is more than dou- 
ble the BPR’s income from the same 
Source last year. 

American songwriters and publish- 








ers will profit substantially from the 





PRESENTING: re 


greatest score ever written 
IRVING BERLIN'S 


“ON THE AVENUE” 


(20th CENTURY FOX RELEASE) 

















(WALT2) 
Fram the Greatest Motion Picture 
“LOST HORIZON/ Poe 





Hit of the New p Hates. 


SPRING CLEANING 


(Getting Ready for Love) 





IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 7th Ave. New York 


HARRY LINK, Gen Prot.-M 


anager 


LOST HORIZON 












new fee setup, since a goodly per- 
centage of the music broadcast de- 
rives from Tin Pan Alley and the 
Hollywood studios. 

Cost of arbitrating the fee con- 
troversy was approximately $100,000. 





Time Limit on Yankee 
Bands May Be Lifted 


During Paris Expo 





Paris, March 30. 

In view of the French Exposition 
season, the local band agents are 
trying to offset the official edict 
against limiting American and other 
foreign dance bands to only a month 
in Paris. Another month at the Ri- 
viera casinos is also permissable, but 
the local bookers feel that the two 
months are inadéquate. It’s believed 
they’ll work it out. 

This tabu doesn’t apply to engage- 
ments at Monte Carlo which, being 
the Principality of Monaco, although 
under French influence and using 
French currency, isn’t governed by 
French law. 





‘THE BEE’ STARTS BUZZING 


Public. Domain Tune Inspires Special 
Edition With New Lyrics 








Chappell Co. appears to have 
cashed in nicely on the feud which 
Jack Benny and Fred Allen carried 
on for several weeks on their re- 
spective radio programs. While 
Benny was in New York Henry 
Spitzer, Chappell, gen. mgr., got the 
two comics to let him use their pic- 
tures on the title page of a special 
edition.of ‘The Bee’ by Franz Shu- 
bert, with Edward Heyman provid- 
ing the lyrics. 

By the end of last week Chappell 
had disposed of 8,500 sheet copies of 
the public domain melody and prac- 
tically closed out its first special edi- 
tion of 1,000 orchestrations on the 
melody. Curious angle about Spitzer’s 
bit of enterprise is that previously 
reports had been received from 
standard pubs that the feud had not 
caused the least spurt in the sale of 
their ‘Bee’ editions. 

Many a current pop tune, with lots 
of plug effort put behind it, does 
not sell anywhere near 8,500 copies. 


Bobby Meeker as Booker 


Memphis, March 30. 

Bobby Meeker’s orchestra has re- 
turned to Hotel Claridge here for its 
fourth engagement. Recently estab- 
lished a booking agency, Meeker 
Music, Inc., St. Louis, handling sev- 
eral bands, including Dusty Rhoads, 
Carol Lofner and Red Pepper. 

Now broadcasts from Memphis 
over WHBQ. 


Southern Bookers in N. Y. 


Willie Harr, promoter of Tybee 
Beach Pavilion, Savannah, Ga., is in 
N. Y. on annual band shopping visit. 
Sidney Banks of Chamberlain hotel, 
Hampton Roads, Va., also in for same 
reason, 

Former opens June 1 for 12-week 
season with name band attractions. 

















DUQUES’ BANKRUPTCY 


Augustin Duques, musician em- 
ployed by the National Broadcasting 
Co., has filed a petition in bank- 
ruptcy in N. Y., listing liabilities at 
$11,988, and no assets. 








Debts are chiefly loans. 
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Get Set for the Song Barrage on the 
New Universal's “Top of the Town” 


““WHERE ARE YOU?”’ 
“THAT FOOLISH FEELING’”’ 
“JAMBOREE”’ 

“TOP OF THE TOWN” 


By JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 
1629 BROADWAY ®* 





Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
March 21-27, 


Boo Hoo 





*Too Marvelous for Words 
+Little Old Lady 
Trust in Me 
What Will I Tell My Heart? 
On a Little Bamboo Bridge 
*Love to Keep Me Warm 
*This Year’s Kisses 
When Poppies Bloom Again 
*Swing High, Swing Low 
*Moonlight and Shadows 
My Last Affair 
Gee, But You’re Swell! 
Serenade in Night 
*Sweet Is the Word for You 
*Goodnight, My Love 
*One in a Million 
*You’re Here, You’re There 
*May I Have Next Romance? 
I Can’t Lose That Longing 
*Our Song 
When My 
Home 
*Slumming cn Park Ave. 
Mood That I’m In 
How Could You? 
* Indicates filmusical song. 
+ Indicates stage production 
song. The others are pops. 


BULOVA STATIONS 


(Continued from paze 45) 


Dreamboat Comes 














sity and other institutions, Seward 
explained. 

Full-time assignment for WELI is 
understood’ to have been a major 
factor in Bulova’s reported plans to 
link the five transmitters in which 
the watch-maker is financially inter- 
ested. Others are WNBC, New Bri- 
tain; WCOP, Boston; WNEW and 
WOV, New York. Furthermore, Bu- 
lova is closely linked with other 
transmitters which are deemed a 
natural for such a chain. Mentioned 
are WRAX-WPEN, Philly, controlled 
by John Iraci, and WTFI, Athens, 
Ga., in which Harold A. LaFount, 
stockholder in some of Bulova’s en- 
terprises, has a stake. When all of 
these stations have received 
promoters think are adequate fa- 
cilities, plan supposedly calls for 
linking in a seaboard chain. 
Mutuality 


Web ambition report is based part- 
ly on fact that WNBC and WELI 
already are swapping programs, op- 
erating simultaneously as the Con- 
necticut Broadcasting System nearly 
half the time they are on the air. 
Extension of this connection is 
thought in the offing, with Bulova’s 
other stations being tied in, as well 
as the two Iraci transmitters. Such 
a lace-work would tap many of the 
nation’s best markets through local 
transmitters. 

In discussing the WELI applica- 
tion, Examiner Seward brought to 
light the full extent of Bulova’s 
holdings. Previously the watch- 
maker has described himse!f as only 
indirectly interested, by virtue of a 
note which he holds. Station osten- 
sibly belongs. to Patrick J. Goode, 
who, besides having cash in WNBC, 
is postmaster at New Haven. As 


City Broadcasting common, Bulova 
has 1,250; LaFount, former Federal 
Radio Commissioner, has 1,000, and 
other Gfficers account for 100 be- 
tween them. Bulova controls 430 of 
the 500 shares of preferred, with La 
Fount holding the remainder. 

Established in the fall of 1936, 
WELI lost money during its first 
year, evidence showed. Starting out 
with a deficit of $5,000 in first four 
months, business picked up so that 
12-month red figure was $10,000, due 
to inability to operate at night, ac- 
cording to the management. 





Meyer Davis Music 
For F.D.R., Jr.-DuPont 


A Meyer Davis’ orc of between 
40 and 50 musikers will play at the 
June nuptials of Frankiln D. Roose- 
velt, Jr., and Ethel Du Pont. 

Wedding takes place at home of 





NEW YORK 








bride’s. father, Eugene Du _ Pont, 
near Wilmington, Del. 





Ben Edwards has gone over to 
| Miller Music’s professional staff. He 
was formerly with the Isham 
| Jones Music Co. 





| Leon Stone, formerly with WIRE 
in Indianapolis, joins WJJD, Chicago, 





as salesman. 





| ory.’ 


| featured spot in Universal’s ‘Broad- 


| heading coastward from New York. 


whaf 


president, Goode has 2,650 shares of ; 





Music 


Notes 





Charles Henderson goes to RKO 
on loanout from Universal as voice 
coach and to do musical arrange- 
ments on ‘New Faces of 1937.’ Walter 
Bullock and Harold Spinna sold 
their song, ‘Widow and Lace,’ to 
RKO for the pic. 





Irving Berlin, Inc., has made a 
tieup with around 125 department 





| stores from coast to coast as part of | 
| the 


publisher’s exploitation on | 
‘Spring Cleaning,’ tune written by | 


| Teddy Powell, Walter Samuels and | : ; . 
| weeks stay in California. 


Leonard Whitcup. 





Ted Choate, Tex Ritter and Frank | 
Sanucci, turned out four ditties for | 
‘Sing, Cowboy, Sing.’ They are ‘Sing, | 


Cowboy, Sing,’ “Twilight Reverie,’ | 
‘Cowboy Medicine’ and ‘Goodbye, 
Old Paint.’ 





Jimmy Grier, Harry Tobias and 
Raymond Jasper will do two songs 
for ‘Don’t Fall in Love,’ next Pinky 
Tomlin filmusical. Titles are ‘Lovely 
Little Y-O-U’ and ‘A Beautiful Mem- 





Casper Beardon, harpist, draws 


way Jamboree.’ Reardon, formerly 
with the Paul Whiteman band, is 





Harry Warren and Al Dubin 
cleffed music for ‘Mr. Dodds Takes 
the Air’ for Warners. Team is also 
writing music for WB’s ‘Casino,’ 
which Max Reinhardt will supervise. 





Lee David and John Redmond, who | 
contributed ‘Where Is the Sun?’ to| 
the current Cotton Club revue, is} 
under an exclusive writing contract 
to Exclusive Music. 





‘Red Hot Heat—Burn Your Blues 
Away,’ ditty by Lou Alter and Paul 
Webster, has been purchased by 
Walter Wanger for his ‘Vogues of | 
1938.’ 








Chester Forrest and Robert Wright | 
completed lyrics for ‘The Donkey’s | 
Serenade,’ based on the Rudolph | 
Friml music, for ‘Firefly’ at Metro. | 





Herbert Stothart, Mike McLaugh- 
‘lin and Leon Raab planed to Mexico 
City from Hollywood to record 
guitar orchestrations, 





Benny Miller, general counsel in 
New York for Rockwell-O’Keefe, and 
Tom Coakley, outfit’s Frisco rep, in 
Hollywood for confabs, 





David Snell is preparing the musi- 
cal score for ‘You'll Be Married by 
Noon’ at Metro. 





Rudolph Friml and Gus Kahn 
have completed a new tune, ‘He Who 
Loves and Runs Away,’ for ‘The 
Fireway’ at Metro. 


Roy Music Ce. has ‘My Poor 


Childs Dates Dances on 


Way to Decca Spinning 
Reggie Childs closed at the Com- | 
modore Perry hotel, Toledo, O., and 
is due in N. Y. April 13 to record 
for Decca. Plays Monessen, Pa., 
April 4; Frankfort, Ky., 8, and Lex- 
ington, Ky., 10, en route. 

Austin Wylie replaces him at To- 
ledo spot, having come over from 
Webster Hall hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
on CRA booking. 








LEIGHTON NOBLE WED 
Miami, March 30. 

Billie Grafton, nitery warbler, 
was married yesterday (Tuesday) 
to Leighton Noble. 

George Olsen’s orc was on hand 
to play the wedding march. The 
same crew formerly was that of the 
late Orville Knapp, killed in plane 
crash last autumn. Knapp’s widow 
is Gloria Grafton, sister of yester- 
day’s bride. 





Prune’ by Phil Levant, Vivian 
Gardner and J. V. de Cimbri. 





Victor Schertzinger’s tunes for the 
Grand National filmusical, ‘Some. 
thing to Sing About,’ will be pub- 
lished by Irving Berlin. 





Eddie Ward doing the musical 
score for ‘Madame Walewska’ at Me. 
tro. 





Saul Bornstein, Irving Berlin. Inc., 
v.p. returned last week from a six. 





They got into New 
Hollywood, Monday (29). 


York from 








Harms Presents 


From 
“READY, WILLING AND ABLE” 


TOO MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


JUST A QUIET 
EVENING 


SENTIMENTAL AND 
MELANCHOLY 


European Hit 


VIENNA DREAMS 
CAFE CONTINENTAL 


A New Swing Hit 


52nd STREET 


From 
“The King and the Chorus Girl” 


FOR YOU 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 
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Songs You'll Hear and 
Rave About 


When Love 
Is Young 


Did Anyone 
Ever Tell You? 


From the new Universal picture, 
“When Love Is Young” 
 * > 

A new waltz hit by Gordon and 


Revel from the 20th Century-Fox 
film, “This Is My Affair” 


so 


Miccer AAusic, Inc. 


1619 BROADWAY «+ NEW YORK 
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GORDON and REVEL Click Again! 





7 — SONG 


Featuring Walter Winchell, 


im 20th Century-Fox’s ‘WAKE UP AND LIVE” 


HITS — 7 


Ben Bernie and “lice Faye 





WAKE UP AND LIVE 








NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS IT’S SWELL OF YOU 


THERE’S A LULL IN MY LIFE OOH, BUT I’M HAPPY 
I LOVE YOU MUCH TOO MUCH, MUCHACHA 


Robbins Music Corporation + 799 7th Ave., New York 





I’M BUBBLING OVER 
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- Maestro-Publishers No Menace 





the rest of the trade. 


almost negligible. 


is from their membership in the 
Authors and Publishers. 


of plugs. 


in radio. 








oe 


Despite the increase of music publishing firms owned by band 
leaders and mike performers, the consensus of opinion among pub- 
lishers is that this development can offer no serious competition to 
Even if these publisher-entertainers favor 
their own songs and engage in the practice of exchanging plug for 
plug, or logrolling, the sum total of their efforts when compared to 
the number of tunes played every day over the air can be rated as 


Where the entertainer-publisher element may expect to profit most 


As a favor to a fellow musician or as a 
plug for plug payoff, a leader can play half a chorus, with the knowl- 
edge that it will count a full point in the ASCAP count and also 
help the song gain some standing in the week’s accumulative list 


List of the firms which are owned by band leaders and mike per- 
formers, with the personalities involved, follows: 

Melo-Art Publishing Co.—Freddie Rich, CBS staff conductor. 

Major Music Co.—Ray Block, CBS conductor and arranger. 

Universal Music Publishing Co—Mark and Harry Warnow, the 
former maestro on several CBS and NBC commercials, and the lat- 
ter, both an arranger and swing unit recorder. 
. Words~& Music, Inc.—Paul Whiteman, Fred Waring, Guy Lom- 
bardo, Jack Denny and Abe Lyman. 

Landt Trio Music Co.—Landt Trio, one of the oldest harmony acts 


Carson: Robison has maintained his own catalog for years, while 
Isham Jones recently turned over his holdings in the Isham Jones 
Music Co. to the Max Mayer Music Co. 
operated under a publishing arrangement with Jerry Vogel. 


American Society of Composers, 


Frank Crumit formerly 








SESAC Ys. Pennsylvania Hotel 





Seek to Restrain ‘Unlicensed’ Use of Broad- 
cast Music By a Commercial Establishment 


What will likely rate as one of the 
more important decisions in connec- 
tion with the copyright laws is the 
finding which Judge Woolsey of the 
Federal Court, New York, is slated 
to hand down on the test case 
brought by the Society of European 
Stage Authors and Composers against 
the Pennsylvania hotel, New York. 
Action which seeks to restrain the 
hotel from pouring SESAC controlled 
music through its loudspeakers was 
argued last week, with Judge Wool- 
sey reserving decision. 

It is the first time that a copy- 
right owner or agent has resorted 
to the courts in this country to stop 
a hotel from the. specific practice of 
relaying to its rooms music broad- 
cast from a radio station. In the 
noted Jules-LaSalle case, which dealt 
with a hotel which had not taken 
out a performing license for either 
the resident orchestra or its room 
loudspeakers, the courts ruled in 
favor of the copyright owner who 
had instigated the litigation. 

What makes the SESAC-Pennsyl- 
vania action different from the La- 
Salle case is that the former revolves 
around the right of a hotel operated 
for a profit to pick up broadcasts 
with which it is in no way allied and 
to relay it to its guests. In defend- 
ing itself, the Pennsylvania hotel 
contended that it could not be pre- 
vented from making secondhand use 
of the broadcast since the copyright 
Owner had collected a performing fee 
from the originating station, which in 
this complaint happened to be WJZ, 
New York. 

SESAC counsel argued that there 
can not be lawful reception of such 
broadcasts in a place operated for a 
Profit unless the spot had first ob- 
tained a performing license covering 
the music involved in the reception. 


TAPS SCHORNSTEIN 
CLAIMS FREEZE-OUT 


Taps Schornstein, band booker, has 
preferred charges against Paul 
iteman with the national office of 
- “9 American Federation of Musi- 
ns for alleged non-payment of 
; ™Mmissions due on Whiteman book- 
ng into Biscayne Kennel Club, 
fami, Fla., last month. 
+ eae charges that interference 
“ bye Lavin, Whiteman’s manager, 
nd NBC, has resulted in his not 
collecting 5% of the $7,500 weekly, 
Which Whiteman earned at the Miami 
Spot. Deal was closed with NBC, he 
Slates, after he negotiated the deal. 
Paul Birnback of AFM is now con- 
sidering matter, 
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Tuning Up Vogues 





Hollywood, March 30. 

Walter Wanger has engaged 
Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 
to write group of tunes for his 
‘Vogues of 1938.’ 

Marlin Skiles also ticketed by 
Wanger to write musical arrange- 
ments for whatever numbers are ac- 
cepted for picture. 

Wanger has one tune set for the 
film, ‘Lovely One,’ penned by Frank 
Loeser and Manning Sherwin. 


SONG SHEETERS 
NABBED IN D.LC., 
ALSO NY. 


Washington, March 30. 


With the aid of the local police 
authorities, Arthur Hoffman, of the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion, last week staged a series of 
raids which led to the arrest of two 
alleged major distributors of bootleg 
songsheets. One of them, S. Sugar- 
man, was held in $500 bail in the 
U. S. District Court, while the other, 
Bradford Davis, was placed in his 
own custody on the promise that 
he would co-operate in suppressing 
the racket. 

It was alleged by Hoffman that 
Davis and Sugarman between them 
serviced 800 stores in the Washing- 
ton and Baltimore areas. Most of 
the sheets confiscated were of the 
‘Paramount’ and ‘Stop, Look and 
Listen’ brand. 








Periodic raid upon bootleg song- 
sheet peddlers by the New York po- 
lice in Manhattan and Brooklyn re- 
sulted last week in three arrests. 
David Roth, arrested in the Times 
Square district, was fined $5 and 
held for Special Sessions on an addi- 
tional charge of assault lodged by 
John Wiener, of the Music Publish- 
ers Protective Association. Also held 
for special seasons, but on the con- 
traband peddling charge, was Hyman 
Cohen, of Brooklyn. Arthur Puer- 
teri. also taken in Brooklyn, was 
held over for the same court by 
Magistrate O’Dwyer. 


“INDIE PUBS SEE FILM OGRE 





DAVIS CALLS CODE 
AIG BOYS’ CUDREL 





Strong Wire to Federal 
Trade Commission Fol- 
lows Other Small Pub- 
lisher Protests—Sees In- 
dustry Straitjacketed to 
Suit Motion Picture- 


Owned Houses 








McKEE PUBLICITY 





Code of fair trade practices which 
the Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
sociation is trying to get from the 
Federal Trade Commission was as- 
sailed Monday (29) by Joe Davis, in- 
die pub, as a step toward monopoly | 
of the music industry by motion pic- 
ture producers. Davis made his at- 
tack in a telegram to the commission | 
while John G. Paine, MPPA chair- | 
man and the MPPA’s counsel, were 
going over the final draft of the code 
with FTC reps in Washington and 
arranging for a general trade con- 
ference to be held in New York. 

Davis’ wire had been preceded by 
letters of protest sent by other indie 
pubs to the commission. Davis’ wire 








read: ‘As sole owner of Joe Davis, 
Inc., possessor of over 1,000 musical 
copyrights, I would like to send my 
protest to the code which the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association is 
trying to inflict on the music indus- 
try. Their policy of fair play will 
turn into foul play and the inde- 
pendent publishers’ future will be of 
no consequence. With the motion 
picture companies buying up publish- 
ers little by little they now have 
every advantage as to writers and 
exploitation over the independent 
publishers. If the code is passed the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion will undoubtedly change its ti- 
tle to the Motion Picture Publishers’ 
Association. Please investigate thor- 
oughly before you make the music 
business a real monopoly.’ 


Ominous Publicity 


In commenting on his objections 
to the proposed code, Davis de- 
scribed as ominously strange the 
blast of propaganda which was re- 
leased Sunday (28) for Monday pub- 
lication in the New York dailies by 
a publicity organization retained by 
Joseph V. McKee, MPPA general 
counsel. Very first page of the re- 
lease, Davis pointed out, contained 
four mentions of McKee’s name. 
McKee filled a part term as mayor of 
New York. Davis charged that the 
code as framed by McKee could 
serve only to make it still tougher 
for the small publisher, if not drive 
him out of business altogether. It is 
Davis’ contention that if the finan- 
cially powerful are to be permitted 
to set up the rules of doing business, 
then the government is countenanc- 
inb the breakdown of the very 
foundation of the anti-monopoly and 
interstate commerce statutes. 

Other indie publishers who have 
come out against the code have asked 
the Federal Trade Commission to in- 
quire of McKee whether the cove- 
nant is not primarily primed to help 
the motion picture controlled pub- 
lishing firm to keep down its ex- 
penses of exploitation. These same 
pubs are convinced that the commis- 
sion will not grant the code after it 
has heard their side of the case. The 
code which McKee’s office associ- 
ate, William Griffin, and Paine pre- 
sented to the commission Monday 
was in most respects similar to the 
documents which governed the mu- 
sic industry during the NRA. The 
proponents of the latest code refer 
to it as a ‘Little NRA.’ 


Paine’s Defense 


Paine, on his return from Wash- 
ington yesterday (Tuesday), declared 
that the trade conference would be 
held either in late April or early 
May. He said that he was conver- 
sant with the wire that Joe Davis 
had sent to the Federal Trade Com- 





to him in the FTC offices he had re- 


mission and that when it was read 


vv 


Take Care of Charter Members 
Some Other Way, Not at Active 
Pubs Cost, Opposition Urge 





Gesture for Sullivan 


Chicago, March 30. 
is staging a benefit 
18 for Joe Sullivan, 





Bob Crosby 
swing April 


| former pianist in the band. 


Sullivan is recovering from lung 
trouble on Bing Crosby’s ranch in 
California. Latter may fly to Chi- 
cago for the event. 


FOREIGN MUSIC 
ANGLES UP FOR 
WEIGHING 


John G. Paine, chairman of the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion, has submitted to counsel for the 
various motion picture companies the 
phraseology of an agreement on for- 
eign rights which he thinks might be 
acceptable to the music industry. 
Film lawyers recently asked Paine to 
devise some contractual assurance in 
synchronization deals which would 
protect producers from infringement 
suits in countries where the Ameri- 
can copyright owners had no per- 
forming society alliances. 

Producer legalites explained they 
were not looking for any special 
grant but they did want the Ameri- 
can publishers to refrain from assert- 
ing performing rights which they 
lawfully did hold in countries where 
there were no performing rights so- 
cieties to license exhibitors. A case 
in point is Mexico where theatres are 
not licensed for performing rights by 
any organization affiliated with 
American publishers. If the clause 
asked by the producers is consented 
to, once an American publisher dis- 
poses of his synchronization rights 
for a tune used in a film he is re- 
strained from insisting that the film 
company pay him also for its per- 
formance in Mexican houses. 

Film lawyers want this verbal un- 
derstanding so that some publisher 
can’t, after licensing the sync right, 
act to tie up the showing of a pic- 
ture in such foreign countries. 








HELEN SUMIDA’S APP. 


Tokyo, March 9. 
Helen Sumida, American - born 
Victor artist, yesterday (8) had her 
appendix out. 
Will be o.k. by the end of this 
month, 





marked that in every industry, as 
President Roosevelt has often stated, 
there is a 10% which is not amen- 
able to discipline and that the pro- 
posed code, like the NRA, was 
framed to hold that 10% in line. 

Paine described as absurd the 
threats made by some of the indie 
publishers that if the code is granted 
they will bring injunction proceed- 
ings. No code could be granted by 
the FTC, said Paine, unless it com- 
plied with the provisions of the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission Act, which in 
itself has been tested in the courts 
over and over again and held con- 
stitutional. 

Paine added that the small pubs 
who were fighting the granting of a 
code of fair trade practices were 
bringing disadvantages to themselves. 
What they apparently want, he said, 
was to have the motion picture con- 
trolled pubs stopped from paying for 
plugs and giving free orchestrations, 
but to be allowed to engage in these 
practices themselves. With a code 
all advantages become equalized, 
averred Paine. Without a code the 
film-controlled pubs can use their 
superior musical product and enor- 
mous coin resources to swamp any 
efforts at competition from the small 





indie contingent. 


a4 
Special committee which was 
named by the publisher member- 


ship of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
to devise a mathematical formula for 
determining availability ratings has 
practically completed its labors. It 
is arranging for informal discussions 
of the prepared system with various 
members of the ASCAP board, with 
a view to getting their individual 
reactions before submitting it to the 
directorate as a whole. 

Along with the availability formu- 
la the committee proposes to sub- 
mit a report recommending that 
changes be made also in the senior- 
ity and performance phases of the 
Society’s system for allocating pub- 
lisher royalties. The committee, 
chairmaned by Henry Spitzer, of 
Chappell Co., will contend that un- 
less these other changes are made 
the whole system of allocation will 
continue to prove inequitable and 
unsatisfactory. 


Charter Members’ Edge 


First change that the committee 
will ask concerns the present method 
of ranking seniority. Committee is 
of the opinion that the idea of meas- 
uring a member's seniority standing 
by the. performances he got the pre- 
vious year is unfair and tends to give 
all the advantages to the major 
firms. It wants the performance an- 
gle eliminated entirely when consid- 
ering seniority and suggests that if 
the older but inactive firms are to 
be rewarded for charter services to 
the organization this can be taken 
care of by way of permanent classi- 
fication, 

It is also the belief of the com- 
mittee that the system of paying off 
on special arrangements of music in 
the public domain should be com- 
pletely junked. Committee holds that 
such standard pubs ought not to be 
reimbursed with large chunks of 
royalty coin by the society when 
they are preserved from making 
huge exploitation investments and 
easily get back their original outlays 
through the sale of sheet music and 
arrangements, 

Committee proposes to urge that 
the field covered by performance 
surveys be enlarged so the society 
doesn’t have to depend merely on 
music originated from New York by 
NBC and Columbia for the break- 
down of individual pub’s perform- 
ance credits. At the present time 
ASCAP’s only other source for this 
data are the program reports col- 
lected now and then from various 
hinterland radio stations. It is the 
committee’s contention that the plug 
data gathered now isn’t broad enough 
for a fair allocation. 

Another change that will be ad- 
vanced by this committee is one that 
is expected to encounter stiff oppo- 
sition from the older members on 
the ASCAP board. The committee 
believes that the word ‘quality’ 
should be struck out of the by-laws 
and the word ‘usefulness’ substituted 
when it comes to classifying the 
value of a composition to the so- 
ciety. As long as this word ‘quality’ 
is included in the by-laws, holds the 
committee, there can not be put in 
effect an automatic system of classi- 
fication. 





Kostelanetz in Album 
Andre Kostelanetz is making a 
new series of recordings for Bruns- 
wick, to be called ‘20 Minutes with 
Andre Kostelanetz,’ and to be sold 


in albums containing three records 
each. 
Sets will each feature different 


musical rhythms of rhumbas, tan- 
goes, fox trots, etc. Kosty has also 
been set for three guest conducting 
turns with the Chicago Civie Or- 
chestra next summer. 





Lee Bennett’s band plays for Notre 
Dame College prom at South Bend, 





Ind., April 9. 
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On the Upbeat | 





Maury Sherman, after exiting the, places Don Azpiazu’s band at same 
Casino Parisien, Chicago, will play | spot. 
for the strawberry festival at Hum- | 








boldt, Tenn., on May 7. All depends | Earl Hines, playing out of CRA’s 
on a good crop. | Dallas, Tex., office, plays Tallahassee | 
— | and Pensacola, Fla., on April 8 and 
Cab Calloway has added another | 10, respectively; Greenville, Miss., 
week to the solid 12 of theatre dates | April 14; Littl: Rock, Ark., 15, and 
set by Mills Artists. Goes into the | Shreveport, La., 17. 
Palace theatre, Milwaukee, May 28,) 4 2 2  —-— —-»-»-—= 
after closing at Palace, Cleveland, OU. Harold Stern booked to follow 
‘<i : Jerry Johnson at New Kenmore 
2uby Newman’s band succeeds} hotel, Albany, N. Y. 
Casa Loma at Rainbow Room, N. Y. mpiaiiatiiesin 
Eddie Le Baron’s Latin crew re- Fjetcher Henderson continues east- 


|ern one-nighters until opening Ed 
| Fox’s new Grand Terrace nitery, 
| Chicago, on May 15. 





VISIT OR WRITE 


ARK: 


Charlie Agnew, closing at Casino 


Parisien, Chicago, April 1, begins 
| one-nighting colleges in West for 

ey Swing? “ CRA. Plays at University of Iowa 
| April 9. 


YOU'RE JUST A 
LITTLE DIFFERENT 


IT’s STILL 
BEING DONE 


YOU’RE PRECIOUS 
TO ME 


iT’ S HIGH TIME 


IT’S ‘NO SECRET 
THAT | LOVE YOU 
(Waltz) 

THE LADY LIKES 
TO LOVE (Rumba) 


Dusty Roades crew leaving Muehle- 
bach Grill, Kansas City, Friday (2), 
| after a six-week stay. Johnny Hamp 

ork replacing. 





Lakeside Park and Elitch’s Gar- 
| den, Denver, Colo., open around 
| May 25 with'name band policy. 





Al Heath ork, with Buddy LaRoux, 
vocalist, 
Hollywood, Cal. 





Jimmy Dorsey ork playing series 


Orchestrations 50c each 


EDDIE LAMBERT—wen, Prof. Mer. west. 


& 


MY 


ON) ean ee i A 


for one nighters by Shribman office 
out of N. Y. 











Antobal’s Cubans, now under CRA 
on NBC blue, starting 
6 to 6:30 p.m. 













The Love Song 
That Has Become a Classic 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


2 New Cotton Club Classics 


WHERE IS THE SUN? diate eee Chae _ 
A 7 oe Rines, Tom Gentry an ano 
OLD PLANTATION | Rodrigo bands joined up with CRA. 


From Will Hudson ————— 
yl ile cee YoU Lee Elliott’s band opened at the 
<aonenrenes Four Towers, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Pinky Tomlin’s Swingy Hit 
From “With Love and Kiases” 
THE 


Willard Keeler band has replaced 
Mishel Gorner at Murray Hill hotel, 
a £ 













| more weeks at La Salle hotel, Chi., 


| beginning April 7. 
| 
| 
} 















Sweet Music 
rLL 








Eddy Duchin’s band 
hotel, N. Y., Thurs. (1). 


TROUBLE into Plaza 


ME IS YOU 


WITH 














south for CRA and thence to the 
west coast for further one nighting 
out of Pacific office. 


then to Charleston, S. C., St. Peters- 
burg, Ft. Lauderdale, Miami, Lake- 
land, Ft. Myers and Tallahasse, all 
in Fla., Gainesville, Ga., Memphis, 
Tenn., Little Rock, Ark., Shreveport, 
La., Long View, Galveston, Houston 
and San Antonio in Texas. 
| coast on April 23. 





The Nation’s New 
Song Favorite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 


from the 20th Century-Fox 
Picture 


“Seventh Heaven” 


| 





Jimmy Joy at Stevens 
Chicago, March 30. 

Jimmy Joy orchestra set at Stevens 
| Hotel here by Music Corporation of 
America, after wrangle over spot by 
MCA and Consolidated Radio Artists. 
; Orin Tucker band was scheduled 
to go into Stevens under CRA ban- 
ner, but found to have contractual 
obligations with other firms, and was 
prevented from doing so. 


From “One In A Million” 


‘WHO'S AFRAID OF 
LOVE’ 


‘ONE IN A MILLION’ 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS™ 


Hint i Bs 














opened at the Sunset club, | 


of one night stands in Pacific north- | 


} 
Hudson-De Lange band being set 


‘Thelma 1a White Rell Band 


Thelma White, former vauder, will 
head an all-man orchestra being 
built for her by Consolidated Radio 
Artists, 

Men are being selected now by 
Charlie Green, head of CRA, who 


Red Nichols on Swing 


Red Nichols’ opinion on 
swing, the Dixieland Jazz Band, 
etc., is set forth in his letter in 
the current week’s Forum on 
page 63 in this week’s VARIETY. 


—— 














Theron Meader’s 


mont’s largest dance pavilion at Lake 


expects to put it in rehearsal within 
a fortnight. Girl is former half of 
White Sisters of vaude and musical 
comedy, 


Asbury Park Under Way 








Super-Ballroom 
At Newport, Vt. 


Meader will build Ver- 


Reade’s Casino, Asbury Park,N. J., 
opened Easter Saturday (27) 
Bunny Berringan’s band. 

Bands slated to go into the Shrib- 
man-booked spot are Tommy Dorsey, 
aia Mal Hallett, Horace Heidt, Hal 
| Kemp, Benny Goodman, Kay Kyser, 

| Russ Morgan, Casa Loma and Charlie | 
ing tentatively skedded for Memorial | Barnett. All are one-night stands. 
Day. {Charlie- and Si. Shribman now 

Giant floor will be 191 feet long | dickering for a CBS wire. 
and 60 feet wide when completed 
and will accommodate about 1,500 
couples, according to specifications. 
Promoter is running a local contest 
to select a tag for the spot. 


Theron L. 


Memphremagog, Newport, Vt., 


soon as mild weather comes. Open- | 





Theatres for Whiteman 
Follow Drake Hotel, Chi 


After concluding one-nighters, 
Paul Whiteman’s band goes into the 
| Alternate Nights for Races; Drake hotel, Chicago, April 9. White- 

man follows Clyde Lucas, 

Waller Tours for C. R. A. 


band to get the exclusive hotel spot. 








Fats Waller has been booked for Stays about/month at Drake and 
|a three-week tour of single stands | then opening two-week vaude tour, 
out of the Cleveland office of CRA, | | also for CRA, at Loew’s State, N. Y., 
| starting April 16, at Henry Wagner’s | May 13 to be followed by Capitol 
| Eastwood Park, Detroit. theatre, Washington, May 21. 

Opening date is also seasonal | 
opening for park, where he stays 
three days. Youngstown, Dayton | 


April 11, | 


King’s Jesters renewed for four | 


| dance orchestra truck collided head- | 





CRA Routes Hines in Dixie 


Earl Hines’ colored band takes to | 


Moves to |} 
| $65,000 ballroom 


Opened March 28 in Durham, S.C., | 





Mal Hallett’s Busy Month 


Mal Hallett’s crew exited the 
| Meadowbrook Country Club, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., March 28, after a sock 
10-day engagement. Set for a solid 
month of one-nighters by Charles 
Shribman offices. On return to N.Y. 
after April he will do a short for 
Warner Bros. and Decca recordings. 
; Opening date at Sunset Park, Car- 

Salt Lake City, March 30. roltown, Pa., immediately follows N. 
Two Utah musicians were among! J. exit on March 29. Others are 


the five persons killed and two se- | penn Charter School, 30; Roseland, 
riously injured when a Glenn Lee| Bp RN, Y., 31: Armory, Mt. Holly, 
N. J., April 1 and following up to 
April 24; Utica Hotel, Utica, N. Y.;: 
Webster Hall Hotel, N. Y.; Reade 
Casino, Asbury Park, N. J.; Ritz, B. 
R., Pottsville, Pa.; Masonic Temple, 
Bethlehem, Pa.; Butterfly, B. R., 
Springfield, Mass.; Boston College, 
Boston; Mass. Institute of Technol- 
ogy, Cambridge; Roseland State B. 
R., Boston; Hamilton Park, Water- 
bury, Conn.; Nuttings-on-Charles, 
Waltham, Mass.; Mealey’s Audito- 
rium, Allentown, Pa.; Armory, Al- 
bany, N, Y.; Masonic Temple, Dan- 
bury, Conn.; Colby College, Water- 
ville, Me.; University of New Hamp- 
shire; Danceland, New London, 
Conn.; Providence College, Provi- 
dence, R. I.; Fireman’s Ball, Frank- 
lin, N. H.; Police Ball, Hartford, 
Conn.; Skidmore College, Boston; 
Montclair C. C., Montclair, N. J., and 
Ritz B. R., Bridgeport, Conn. 


and Cincinnati, O., follow with white 
and colored dances at Trianon ball- | 
room, Cleveland,.on nights of April 
25 and 26 respectively. 








BUS SMASH KILLS 2 


Utah Musicians Die Near San An- 
tonio on Dance Tour 











on with a sedan nine miles south of 
Austin, Texas, on the San Antonio 
highway, March 23. 


Dead musicians are Sanford Hen- 
dry, of Salt Lake City, and Edgar 
Ewell Williamson, of Ogden, Utah. 
Injured critically was, John H. 
Heiden, of Freeport, Ill., a member 
of the orchestra. 


Orchestra van was en route to 
San Antonio from Shreveport to 
open an engagement. Hendry and 
Williamson well known in these 
parts, having appeared with numer- 
ous bands in several Utah towns. 





Tom Archer’s New Spot 








Tom Archer, head of the Archer 
ballroom chain, will open his new | 
in Des Moines, 
Name not yet se- 





Iowa, April 10, 








lected. 4 
Initial band at new spot is CRA’s Bestor $ College Proms 
Don Bestor will play three $1,000 


| 
Carl (Deacon) Moore. | 


Chauncey Cromwell In Buff college dates after exiting the Neth- 
Chauncey Cromwell’s band opened | Mr taper Dy nag y a 
at Club Hollywood, Buffalo, N. Y.,, | ~ caus 
March 27. for CRA. ca | cation opening is at the Adolphus 

Band stays put until early sum- | hotel, Dallas, Tex., on April 28. 
mer, then moving to Sagamore, Lake | Tour includes Purdue University, 
George, N. Y., until Labor Day. Lafayette, Ind., April 16; University 
a of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., April 17, 





RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORI.NY 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar. 














Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 


and St. Louis University, St. Louis, 
Mo., April 18. On April 15 he plays 
| at dedication 
factory in Seymour, Ind. 








Witmark ren |) 


The Sensational Ballad 


When My : 
Dream Boat | 
Comes Home | 


From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 
Starring DICK FORAN 
Tic GREATEST WESTERN BALLAD 
1 


MY LITTLE | 
BUCKAROO 


M. WITMARK & SONS | 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Blidg., N. ¥. 
CHAKLIE WARKEN, Prof. Mgr. | 


the 
department. 


most-played-on-the-air 





tLittle Old Lady 
Boo Hoo ....... 
*Moonlight and Shadows 








ey gs 
When the Poppies Bloom Again 
On a Little Bamboo Bridge 
*Goodnight My Love 
Serenade in the Night.. 

*Too Marvelous for Words 
Trust in Me ...... 
*I’ve Love to Keep Me ‘Warm 
“Sweet Is the Word for You 
*“You’re Laughing at Me....-... 
"Indicates filmusica! song. 

others are pops. 











[The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity to 


included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.| 


When My Dreamboat Comes Home 


t Indicates 


| Norvo-Bailey Dates Big 


tabulations. shown elsewhere in this Chicago, March 30. 
Song title and publisher of the best selling 15 are Red Norvo-Mildred Bailey com- 
bination, doing a month of one 
nighters in this territory, reported 
ket &s RA WAS 304.0005 4nd Ree Chappell to have broken two. attendance 
(ipaiatet tbe ohenhe ads cide eee Napiro records during past week. One, at 
esEetcs Karas eebeenee screen DUES Kekanee, Ill., where they played to 
TeV ETT Tete .... Witmark 2,000, topping former record by 600. 
TESeY oer .... Berlin Second was the University of Wis- 
Ph llattac sk baaceiria aiid mean ale -.. Crawfor: consin Inter-fraternity Ball at 

($i0aeaneeaee eeeees. Onapiro 





| Madison. 





o6ece eee 


eieceniacsenmeye Tulsa Ballroomers Due In 
Pe Oe RN Oe pe ar 4 eccee Harms Dick Wheeler and John Mullins, 
FE a eee ya. Ager Tulsa, Okla., dance promoters, will 
ee eS a Berlin | come to N. Y. within two weeks on 
ee TNE PSE ee OT oT eT Famous ; band shopping tour. 
Serre hte eee Berlin Pair plan opening a new lo- 


stage production song. iiie cation in Tulsa and are lining up 











ceeding with season's plans. 


With Shribman Bands} 


first CRA | 


ceremony for a new | 


musical crews to fill it before pro- | 


—————=2 


FRANK DAILEY TOURS; 
RETAINS UNION STATUS 


Frank Dailey exited his own club. 
Meadowbrook Country Club, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., March 29, for place- 
ment by CRA at another location be- 
cause of musicians’ union ruling 
which forces him to take to the road 
to retain his road band status. 

Jerry Johnson out of the New 
Kenmore hotel, Albany, N. Y., 
placed Dailey and will in turn be 
| replaced by Jack Denny in two 
weeks, 





re. 





{ 

Russ Morgan’s band plays Union 
College prom, Schenectady, N, yY 
May 14. CRA set 


with | 





| 
; 


| 


kJotds + Muyic 
+ JOHN REDMOND 
LEE DAVID VA 








JUST OUT! 
“CURLY TOP’S 
BIRTHDAY” 


Dedicated toe Shirley Temple 


The New 
KALMAR-RUBY SONG HIT 


“THE MOON IS IN 
THE SKY” 


v MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


Sole Agents 


NEW YORK 























WARREN AND DUBIN ! 
At Their Best in These 


SEPTEMBE® IN THE RAIN 


MELODY FOR Two 
HOW COULD YOU? 
SUMMER NIGHT 


A uinimes HIT! 


-~<GEE! But You’ re Swell | 


REMICK Music CORP. 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 























_CHABLIE WARREN. Prof. Mgt. | 











eae BALLAD 
SENSATION 


THE 
WORLD 
IS MINE 


(TONIGHT) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


ay ee ®>, 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 
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Free Show Ghost Walks Again; Drink 
Outfit After iO 





Fox-WC. Theatres 








Los Angeles, March 30. 

Revival of free advertising-spon- 
sored shows, against which exhibs 
put up considerable of a howl sev- 
eral seasons ago, threatens here with 
overtures made to Fox-West Coast 
for the rental of 30 of its theatres 
over a 10-week period, at the rate of 
three to be used each Saturday 

noon. 
avait is the Bireley Orangeade 
Co., of Mansfield, O., with distribu- 
tion offices here, which plans to 
stage a 10-act vaude and picture 
show gratis on three consecutive 
Saturdays. Particular play would be 
made for juve trade, with the bever- 
age manufacturer planning to dis- 
tribute samples among the audiences. 

Overtures to F-WC have brought 
a rental proffer of a sum equal to 
the average Saturday afternoon 
gross at the house, plus a small 
premium. Deal is being negotiated 
with F-WC because it has more the- 
atres stage-equipped than do indie 
houses in this area. 

Belief is that plan will not get 
very far here as exhibs are still an- 
tagonistie to free shows and have 
not forgotten similar shows staged 
py various commercial organizations 
in auditoriums and halls during pre- 
vious years. 

Point is made that virtually every 
theatre has a regular set policy for 
Saturdays and that most percentage 
pictures are played on that day of 
the week. 





Tooters Scram, Nitery 
Customers’ Sit-Down 
Strike Brings "Em Back 


With industry all over the country 
nipped by the sit-down strike craze, 
the process was reversed last week 
at the Boulevard Farms, roadhouse 
outside Alexandria, Va., when the 
customers conducted a sit-down. 

Spot shutters each morning at 1 
a. m., but biz was good and the mob 
wanted some more dancing when the 
curfew hour arrived. They squawked 
when members of Phil Lorria’s band 
began packing up instruments and, 
as a last resort, 50 or so customers 
seated themselves on the dance floor, 
notifying management they wouldn’t 
leave till they had some more music. 

After a quarter-hour parley among 
customers, musicians and manage- 
ment, band returned to stand and 
dished dansapation till 2:15. 


Actor-Agent Combo Set 
U. S. Talent in England 


London, March 21. 

Latest combo to import American 
medium-priced vaude acts is Robert 
Luff, indie agent, and Vic Oliver. 
Importations are in association with 
Simon agency of New York, and acts 
already lined up are Bert Nagle, 
Harris and Shore, Edison and Louise, 
Red Skelton, Steve Evans, and Ford, 
Marshall and Jones. 

Acts get eight weeks guarantee, 
Playing for the Stoll circuit, Syndi- 


cate Halls, and Horace Collins cir- 
cuit, 














CHI MAYFAIR CLOSING 
Chicago, March 30. 
Blackstone hotel is closing its 
Mayfair Room Friday (3) for the 
Spring and summer. 
Planning to reopen Labor Day 
with a new policy which will call 


for a name band plus a bigger floor 
show, 





Clark with Morris in Chi 
Chicago, March 30. 

Sammy Clark, indie nitery booker, 
Will take over the cafe and hotel de- 
partment of the local William Mor- 
"ls office beginning April 1. 

Clark was formerly a cafe and 
Vaudeville performer, but has been 


*perating as an agent here for past 
Several years. 











Wilbur Touring Tab 
Dj _Los Angeles, March 30. 
ick Wilbur is sending his musical 


the wie 2iian Nights,’ on a tour of | 
ine ilbur Cushman circuit. Outfit || 

8 April 9 in Oklahoma City. 
ur is spot-booking a few Ari- | 
and Texas dates to break the | 


Zona 


‘<Mp from here. 


+> 


L. A. TO LONDON—1 JUMP 


Corinna Mura of WOR Has Inter- 
national Booking Route 








Corinna Mura, WOR singer who 
has been doing extensive nitery 
work lately, will be giving her trav- 
eling clothes plenty of workout 
during next month. 

Planes west this week for a week- 
stand at the Cocoanut Grove, Los 
Angeles, then returns east and hops 
a ship for London, where she opens 
first week in May at the Grosvenor 
House for a three-week engagement 
during the Coronation celebration. 

Miss Mura is getting $750 for the 
Cocoanut Grove date, and $1,000 a 
week at the Grosvenor House. WOR 
Artists Bureau set. 

Hildegarde, NBC’s personality 
warbler, sails April 24 for three 
weeks of nitery time in London 
during the Coronation fete. 

Opens at the Ritz on May 7. After 
engagement returns to the U. S. 





AM FIGHTS AS 


PART OF N. Y. 
NITERY SHOW 


Amateur boxing bouts went into 
a New York cabaret for the first 
time last night (Tuesday) in the 
Hotel New Yorker’s Terrace Rest. 
Six bouts, of three rounds each, will 
be a regular Tuesday night occa- 
sion hereafter, hotel management 
figuring on the fights to stimulate 
trade in the nitery. 

Hotel has formed the New Yorker 
Athletic Club for the purpose, get- 
ting the necessary license from the 
N. Y. Boxing Commission, and is 
conducting the fights under the 
sanction of the Amateur Athletic 
Union. 

A special portable ring is con- 
structed for the battles, latter run- 
ning in with the floor show headed 
by Leon Belasco’s orchestra. 





Cleveland Nixes It 


Cleveland, March 30. 

Niteries that have been mixing 
boxing exhibitions with floor shows 
on special nights, without any inter- 
ference for two years, are taking a 
rap through new police order ban- 
ning fights in amusement spots. 

Freddie Rogers, ex-lightweight and 
trainer for Johnny Risko, is chief one 
hit by taboo directed at his Ringside 
Cafe. Promoter built up his place 
as sporting rendezvous by staging 
Saturday night shindigs with ama- 
teur mitt-slingers from his own 
stable between revues. Cops sud- 
denly put the screws on him, order- 
ing him to drop exhibitions as he 
didn’t have a permit. 

Rogers is blaming nitery rivals 
with political influence for the un- 
expected interference. Pressure actu- 
ally was brought to bear by Tris 
Speaker, former baseball ace, and 
Charles P. Murphy, of boxing com- 
mission. Both expressed disapproval 
of mixing young athletes with likker. 
They also contended cafes weren't 
proper spots to develop coming box- 


; ers and that stunt wasn’t helping the 


fight game. 

About a dozen suburban niteries 
at present are featuring slug-fests 
one night a week. 


Fields’ Option Lifted 


Benny Fields has had a second op- 
tion lifted at the Hollywood Res- 
taurant, New York. 

Originally in on a two-week guar- 
antee, singer will stick for at least 
four weeks. 








Bennett’s Production Post 
Detroit, March 30. 
Production of shows for Cocoanut 
Palms nitery in Eastwood Park, 
which opens April 16, will be super- 


| vised by Jim Bennett. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| and 


| 


| 


Shows will include a 14-girl line, | 


Mooney’s band, current at the Po- 
watan here, has already been signed. 


combined with several acts into a 
| musical production. They will be 
|changed weekly (Friday). Art | 


| 








_ With Subway Straps 





Some of the booking agents’ 
offices have become so crowded 
with desk space takers that the 
lessees are now renting stand- 
ing room, 

One vaude booking office, 
measuring 12 by 20 feet, has as 
many as 11 sub-tenants. They’re 
taken in as long as there is 
room for their names on the 
door, 


BRIT. CIRCUITS 
IN VAUDE WAR 











London, March 30. 

Battle raging between Para- 
mount and Union Cinemas against 
General Theatres Corp., Moss Em- 
pires and Gaumont-British to obtain 
biggest local and international vaude- 
ville names. Paramount and Union 
Cinemas, which have joint vaude- 
ville booking arrangement, are now 
ready to give 18 weeks of big-time 
in their de luxers and prepared to 
spend up to $5,000 for weekly vaude- 
ville programs besides pictures. 

Policy will be one film feature, 
instead of two, and vaudeville to last 
two hours, making over three hours 
entertainment instead of two and a 
half hours in GTC and Moss theatres. 
Against this vaudeville spurt is the 
experience of Kessex cinemas circuit 
of five theatres, jointly owned by 
Charles Woolf interests and Kay 
Bros., which played vaudefilms for 
18 months, spending $2,000 on vaude- 
ville end per theatre, and has now 
abandoned vaude policy and going 
in for films solely. 

Rudy Vallee will play the Holborn 
Empire week of May 3. Maestro was 
offered several weeks, but decided to 
take only this one date. 


EAST ST. L. NITE CLUB 
OP.-SINGER MURDERED 


St. Louis, March 30. 

Charles Vaughn, 45, operator of 
the Venice, East St. Louis nitery, 
where he also doubled as entertainer, 
was shot and killed by an unidenti- 
fied man in the club Sunday night 
(28). 

Vaughn had just sung ‘Let Your 
Heart Make Up Your Mind’ and 
‘When Will the Sun Shine for Me’ 
when slayer asked to talk with him 
in rear of nitery. ‘Vaughn complied 
and shooting followed, slayer escap- 
ing through rear door after firing 
three shots. 

Vaughn's widow told police hus- 
band’s slayer was man ejected from 
nitery two months ago by Vaughn. 


is 











Moss Will Renew Drive to License 
N. Y. Reps. as Employment Agencies 





JAIL PREFERRED 


Femme Pianist Prefers Reformatory 
to Parents After Forgery Conviction 








Cleverand, March 30. 
For check-forging, Helen Le Bre- 
ton, nitery pianist and daughter of 


a former college prexy, chose a 
reformatory term rather than be 
sent home to her parents under 
parole when a lenient Cleveland 


judge asked which sentence she pre- 
ferred. 

Novel case came up when piano- 
pounder at Avalon club was arrested 
for writing a $60 check against her 
mother’s bank account. Girl said she 
needed railroad money to send her 
husband to Chicago for a job. Hus- 
band didn’t appear in court. 

James Engleman, her father, re- 
signed as prez of Kent State U. 
shortly after his daughter's arrest. 


ESSANESS, CHI 
NABE CIRCUIT 
GOING VAUDE 


Chicago, March 30. 
Esseness circuit, operating 33 thea- 
tres in Chicago, has decided to try 
vaudeville in its houses. Decision 
was reached after couple of months 


deliberation and trying to put 
double features over, but finding 
them not drawing the kind of 


money Essaness wants. 

Circuit experimented with occa- 
sional special attactions, such as 
the WLS Barn Dance units, and has 
found, in almost every case, that 
flesh attractions pull big in the Es- 
saness nabes. It is now ready to be- 


gin regular vaude layouts’ im- 
mediately in two of its houses, with 
others to follow quickly if stage 


shows pay. Sheridan, 2,650-seat north 
side house, and North Centre, 2,500 
seater, are to be the key theatres. 

Bookings will be handled by Billy 
Diamond office. 





Guizar in Detroit 


Tito Guizar, who closed three- 
week stand at Roney-Plaza, Miami, 
Sat. (27), opens Friday (2) in De- 
troit for a one-weeker for the De- 
troit and Michigan Expo. 

Columbia Artists set. 





Coals to Newcastle—Paris Imports 


3 Strippers; Diane Ray's Publicity 





London may be out for strippers, 
but Paris apparently isn’t. William 
Morris agency, which booked Diane 
Ray, New York burley undresser, 
for the Palladium, London, where 
she never opened because of censor- 
ship restrictions, is setting three 
strippers in Paris opening in May. 

June Marshall, teaser currently at 
the Gaiety, New York, goes into the 
ABC, Paris vaude house, last week 
in May, on an eight-week contract. 
Other strippers are scheduled for a 
production show at the Alhambra in 
the same city starting May 15. Under 
consideration for this engagement 
are Della Carroll, Terra Noah and 
Ceil Vondell, with two of these three 
to be chosen, 


London’s Taboo on Strip 


London, March 30. 
Diane Ray, N. Y. burlesque strip- 
per who wanted to undress at the 


| Palladium all the way or nothing at 
| all, is now threatening to sue Gen- 
| eral Theatres, Ltd., for $50,000 dam- 


ages. She claims ‘loss of reputation 
embarrassment’ because GT 
wouldn't permit her to shed to the 
cuticle in the current Jack Hylton 
show at the ace variety house in 
England. 





government because 


Ray was apprised of the fact that 
British censors would not permit 
the 100%-stripping that’s now the 
vogue on N. Y’s burley stages. She 
was told that special lighting would 
be provided to give the illusion of 
nudity, but Miss Ray, on her arrival 
here, objected to the optical illusion 
stunt as desecration of her art. 
Stripper has hired six pickets to 
parade in front of the Palladium 
with signs declaring ‘This theatre is 
unfair to strip dancers.’ This stunt 
is keeping her alive in the dailies. 
Whether Miss Ray goes through 
with her threatened suit against GT 
depends on the advice of her coun- 
sel. Showmen here feel there’s no 
basis to the claim, inasmuch as the 
police would have stopped her had 
she tried to go through with the 
N. Y. mode of stage-undressing, 
Miss Ray has been offered Paris 
engagement and two London caba- 
rets, San Marco and Paradise, have 
begun negotiations to spot her in 
their floor-shows. 
No Stripping in Mexico 
Mexico City, March 30. 
local revue theatres have 
shuttered by the municipal 
their manage- 


Two 
been 


General Theatres is giving Miss | ments persisted in ignoring the civic 
Ray a tull settlement on her six- | warning that they must delete dirt, 


week contract, plus transportation 

back to the U. S., although her con- 

tract doesn’t call for return fare. 
Prior to sailing from N. Y., Miss 


| stripping 


and nudity. 

Every theatre that snubs the de- 
cency regulation will be shuttered, 
the civic fathers warn. 


New York License Commissioner 
Paul Moss has signalized his inten- 
tion to renew his thus far futile 
drive to license all theatrical reps., 
especially vaude and nitery, as em- 
ployment agencies. In a discussion 
with a lawyer last week, Moss stated 
that he would again get busy after 
May 1, the deadline for licensing of 


all sorts of businesses in the Met- 
ropolitan area. 
Last year Commissioner Moss 


used Bill Shilling, indie agent, as a 
test case against theatrical reps, 


| Shilling was summoned to court on 


the misdemeanor charge of oper- 
ating an unlicensed employment 
bureau, but the case was dismissed 
in Special Sessions. Similar treat- 
ment was given the case against 
Charles Allen (Curtis & Allen) in 
1934, the agents at that time digging 
up a defense fund of $1,000 and en- 
gaging Maurice Goodman, former 
chief counsel of Keith-Albee, to de- 
fend their business against the em- 
ployment agency statute. 

New law, which made provisions 
for theatrical representatives, was 
drafted last year, before the Shilling 
trial by Moss’ office and the agents’ 
counsel, I. Robert 3roder. This 
statute, however, has apparently 
been stymied by the Board of Al- 
dermen, It never came out of com- 
mittee. 

Licensing fee for agents in N. Y. is 
$25, plus a $5 fee for bonding. Ma- 
jority of the agents thus far haven't 
shown any real objections to the 
fees, refusing, however, to. undergo 
licensing for fear that it might mix 
politics and prying inspectors into 
their business. 


Class Chi Nitery Ops 
Want Dailies to Place 
"Em Apart from Joints 


Chicago, March 30. 

Hotel and top nitery ops of this 
city are planning a campaign to ob- 
tain a revision of the manner in 
which the Chicago dailies are 
handling advertising and ‘news’ copy 
for the local niteries. Hotel cafes 
and the big niteries feel that 
they are getting the unfair end of 
the deal by the newspapers when 
their advertising and reviews are 
mixed in with those of the cheap 
joints of south State and north 
Clark streets. 

The class spots resent being in- 
cluded with the dumps. 

Hotel men, particularly, are hud- 
dling over the situation and pre- 
paring to ask the newspapers to 
set up a clear-cut classification so 
as to differentiate between the joints 
and the real cafes. The men feel 
that the newspapers are hurting 
them by giving a laudatory notice 
to some hotel cafe, and then in the 
same column print the same type of 
copy for a hideaway joint that's 
known throughout the city as a 
strictly dynamite room. 








Wash. Theatre Cancels 
Elephants—Stage Fright 


Washington, March 30. 

Capitol, Cap’s largest vaude house, 
had to drop elephant act after first 
two performances of its Easter Week 
Indoor Circus, Pair of pathyderms 
cut up during parades down the cen- 
ter aisle from lobby to stage. 

House used pair of elephants in 
same way last year and got away 
with it with no trouble at all. Re- 
port is that last year’s were used to 
theatre work and this pair, imported 
from Wallace Bros. Circus, were 
new to footlights. 


Agcy. Suit Vs. Mogul 


Suit for $1,000 instituted against 
Mogul, mindreader, by the Boone & 
Roehm agency comes up today in 
Municipal Court, New York. 

Agency is suing on an alleged 
breach of a managerial contract it 
claims to hold with Mogul. I. Robe 
ert Broder is counsel for the mystie¢, 


Hamadas to UV. S. 


Toyko, March 9, 
Lila and Nina Hamada, Americang 
born Jap tap dancers, leave next 
month for America, 
Have several months engagements 
set, 
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US. Acts Click in Hylton’s Palladium 


Show: Bill May 


Stick Four Months 





London, March 30. 


balance of engagement at other GTC 


New Palladium bill, built around | houses. 


Jack Hylton, is splendidly mounted, 
but has weak sketches. Hylton, with 
a practically new band, is excellent. 

American contingent’s outstanding 
hits are Moore and Revel and Frank 
Libuse. Slate Bros. and Flanagan 
and Allen are the comedy mainstays. 
Rov Smeck went over splendidly, de- 
spite following everything on the 
show. 

Wilbur Hall and Dick Murphy in- 
2»nolated numbers in the Hylton 
band nicely. Afrique, back from 
America, got over strong. 


With Hylton here after a two-year | 


absence. show is assured of at least a 
four months’ run, although the pres- 
ent schedule calls for only 12 weeks. 
Which, of course, is not so bad either 
for two-a-day-vaude in these days. 
Plenty headaches for the acts, par- 
ticularly the American, with most 
called in by Val Parnell and told to 


cut. as the show was 30 minutes | Management tried to get Lewis orig- 
overboard. Biggest sufferer was Roy | tnally for this week’s Easter biz, but | 
Smeck, who was told to cut to one | he was tied up elsewhere. 
number and badly spotted, foliow-| Stanley’s warm weather policy | 
ing everything, including 40 minutes | still remains somewhat clouded. | 
of Hylton. Harry Kalmine, zone manager for’ 
As an alternative, Smeck asked to| WB, says site will continue right 


quit show after this week and finish 








JACK 
POWELL 


En route to 


LONDON 


Opening April 5 at the 
VICTORIA PALACE, London, 





an engagement at the 
SAVOY HOTEL, London 


Direction: LEDDY & SMITH 











OLIVE 


ANDREE 
nd AL 
SAMUELS 


‘Well Intended Buffoonery’ 
MARCH 16th to 23rd 
““FEMINA” 

VIENNA « AUSTRIA 


Permanent foreign mailing address, 
American Express, Paris, France 


Slate Bros. also asked to cut dras- 
| tically and at present they’re threat- 
lening to quit, as their picture con- 
|tract with Paramount was signed by 
|their agent yesterday 
| Matter is still being discussed. 


‘Pitt. Stanley Continues 
String of Band Shows 


Pittsburgh, March 30. 

Parade of band shows may 

tinue uninterrupted at Stanley, WB 
|de luxer, well into spring. Latest 
booked is Ted Lewis, who comes in 


such layouts in a row. 





| 
| 
| 


(Monday). | 


| 


Roger Pryor is current, coming in | 


on heels of Johnny Hamp, with Don 
Redman next and then Jan Garber. 


| through summer with stage show if 
right attractions are available, but 
he admits possibility of 
| house away from straight films for 
any length of time is remote. 





| Bethke Leaves Henrici’s 


Chicago, March 30. 
16 years as head- 
manager of Henrici’s 


nearly. 
and 


| After 


| waiter 


| the Randolph 


maitre d’hotel. 
Bethke is reported to have taken 


outlet of the French Casino 
deal set direct with Lou Blumenthal, 
of the International Casino Corp., 
| who was in town last week to make 
arrangements for a new operation 
setup for the nitery. 





Duchin to Tour 


| After he closes at the Plaza hotel, 
New York, in June, Eddy Duchin 
plays several college one-nighters, 
then goes into the Palmer House, in 
Chicago, for six weeks. After that 


Los Angeles. 


York, band this week begins 





doubling at the Plaza. Will stay 








three weeks in all at the Paramount. 





Always Working 


AL “Whitey” ROBERTS 


Last Week, Roxy, New York 
Week March 26th, Fays, Phila. 





Set ‘King’s Scandals’ 
Chicago, March 30. 
Harry Gourfain’s ‘King’s Scandals’ 
unit being set for RKO dates by 
local William Morris office. 


Unit plays Fort Wayne week 














April 11, 
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New Acts 


JOE HERBERT 
Songs, Talk 
Club Caliente, N. Y. 

Joe Herbert m.c.’s the Caliente’s 
modest little floor show, and, work- 
ing in a free ’n’ easy reformed 
speakeasy environment, he does a 
highly creditable job in pacing the 
show :and registering on his own. 
He sells a pop well and his takeoff 
on Harry Richman is delectable 
travesty. 

Herbert has 
vaudeville and niteries — 
not recorded under New Acts— 
and evidences an effective m.c.’ing 
future with some added special ma- 
terial. Abel. 











been in 
although 


MILDRED LAW 
Dancing 
5 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Mildred Law is a youthful, bright- 
lass who took tap 
Bill -Robinson 
rhythmic 
nice, but 


from 
Her 
quite 


and_ shows it. 
heel-and-toeing is 
she can develop 


| further. 
| week of April 16 to give house four | 
| 


Did pair of routines when caught, 
first an attractive little prance, in 
which she made most of her hoofing 
knowledge and ability as well as her 
pert personality. Second stepping 
was an announced imitation of Bill 
Robinson, with which she doesn’t 
fare as well. Tappers usually 
| with their chins when announcedly 
competing with Bojangles. 
set her off well. Bert, 
BOY FOY (2) 

Cyclist Juggler 
5 Mins. 
Iridium Room, N. Y. 

Boy Foy has been around. He’s a 
juvenile looking young man—which 
makes the Boy part of that odd bill- 
| ing alright—who does extraordinary 
| juggling while perched on a tall uni- 
leyele. His juggling, balancing and 


For F. C. Chi Nitery Post | general equilibristic work is basic- 


| ally expert. 


Combined with the un- 
| certainty of his pedal perch, it’s flash 
floor show entertainment. 

Foy has been at the French. Ca- 


| restaurant, Fred Bethke is leaving | sino, Biltmore hotel and other met- 
street eatery to go|ropolitan N. Y. spots. 
with the Casino Parisien in the Hotel | the mass or the class joints, and, con- 
Morrison as general manager and | sidering 


He’s adept for 


the high-perch vantage 
point, he’s particularly well suited 
| for cafes where the off-the-ringside 


* 4) | customers can see him just as read- 
-year ‘act with the local | ‘ J : 
a three-year contrac in a: ily. In an ultra snooty spot like the | 


| fashionable Hotel St. Regis’ Iridium 
Room he’s socko. Foy now has a 
femme aide with the props instead 
of the former male assistant. Abel. 





Nitery Placements 





Evelyn Chandler, fancy skater, 
goes into the Shoreham hotel, Wash- 
ington, beginning April 19. 

Charles Shribman will open a new 
roof garden atop his Casa Madrid, 
Louisville, Ky., for the summer 





he moves to the Cocoanut Grove, | months around Decoration Day, 


Ruth Robin, featured vocalist with 


Currently at the Paramount, New| Larry Lee’s band at Beverly-Wil- 


shire hotel in Beverly Hills, has 
joined Phil Harris combo. She’s a 
sister of Leo Robin, songwriter. 


Dee Collins, widow of Jimmy Col- 
lins, the aviator, opening with 
Emery Deutsch’s ore at the Rainbow 
Grill, N. Y. At the Rainbow Room 
opening tonight (Wed.) are Eddie 
Le Baron and Ruby Newman bands 
and Jack Holland and June Hart, 
dance team, in return engagement. 

Russell Swann, magician, returned 
yesterday (Tuesday) from year’s en- 
gagement in London and goes into 
the Palmer House, Chicago, with 
Henry King and Mario and Floria 
beginning April 9. 

Andy Kirk moves his band into 
Sebastian’s Cotton Club, Culver. City, 
Cal., April 27. Opening date for 
Jimmy Lunceford has been set back. 





Never Too Late 


Following the opening of Fu- 
Chan’s magic show in N. Y., one 


dealer received 50 telephone calls 
for a trick included in the show, 
the colored sand trick. 





Proves that the quicker-than-the- 


|} eye men know a good trick when 
| they see one, even if it is very old. 





Marshall at Versailles 


Everett Marshall will top the 
show at the Versailles, N. Y., open- 
ing April 15. His booking calls for 
two weeks. 

William Morris office agented. 





Medrano-Donna to Frisco 


Medrano and Donna, just closed at 
the St. Regis hotel’s Iridium Room, 


|N. Y., open at the Fairmont hotel, 


San Francisco, and then go to Holly- 
wood for further cafe engagements. 

Merriel Abbott’s Dancers (Mary 
Ellen Berg, Marion Polson, Betty 


Olds and June Taylor), recently re- 
turned from European engagements, 
succeed at 
| continues, 


the Iridium. Boy Foy 


and out of | 


lessons | 


lead | 


Wore an attractive frock dress that | 


Unit Reviews 





tap dancer of no mean ability and 
scores heavily. The show is well 
supplied with hoofers. Kay Ray 
diminutive brunette, performs mili_ 
tary tap that wins much applause. 
High up in the list of principals are 
the Strand Twins, a pair of blonde 
dancers and an adagio number is 
their most ambitious effort. 

The Three Arnolds offer an acro- 


Paradise on Parade 


(ORIENTAL, CHI.) 
Chicago, March 27, 

Good, playable unit that will get 
money. Backed by the reputation 
of the Paradise restaurant in N. Y.,, 
figures for natural publicity, ex- 
ploitation and public curiosity. 

There is plenty of good, solid pro- 
duction, plus excellent wardrobe. 








batic turn that requires a_ gre; 
|Line of 12 neat gals, backed by a} deal of skill, and Ben Thweds and 
set of 10 looker show-girls make/ (Co, perform a half a dozen tricks 
|for a basie foundation upon which/ that leave the audience slightly 
|any unit can be built. Has all the| gazed, Many of their illusions a 
| makings, and it just misses being a| new, Marimba selections are Prony 


standout show. 

What it needs particularly is an- 
other act, but a good one. An act, 
for instance, to replace the current | 
Dorris and Seamon turn which is 
everything that a vaude_ turn 
| shouldn’t be. Joe Dorris can dance 
a good eccentric routine, and Prim- 
rose Seamon still warbles a nice 
song. But they are without excuse 
fon their crossfire talk. It’s strictly 
lowgrade burley, and woefully un-} 


tributed by the Stenards, and Lucy 
Booth aids Farrell in his comedy 
repertoire. Patronage was big and 
management intends booking in 
other units. Mac. 


GIRLS IN PLATINUM 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, March 238. 


|funny. Material would help this | Aico, por tagert and owned by 
| completely unsatisfactory hole in | *7V*n8 ewis, boasts speed and 
act.. Harry Rose is a standard m.c.,| Variety, with well trained line of five 


lookers who can really dance. Com- 
bined with Easter prologue, in which 


ae 


and showman, but a little new and 
better material wouldn’t hurt him, 


either. Rose is on and off through- | Some 40 moppets of Reese School of 
out the show, and could be cut| Personality take part, consuming 12 
down to two appearances to advan- | Minutes, show moves “fast and is 
tage. clocked in 45 minutes flat. 

Freddie Zay makes up for much| After stage is cleared of kids, 
of the weak stuff in the show with| traveler parts with line on in a soft 
|his solid juggling act. Has an un-| shoe routine. Setting is in platinum 
canny sense of balance which en-| motif, with silvery streamers in front 
ables him to toss off unbelievable | 


and back of band car, occupied by 12 
tooters, half with show. 
Harry Tyler and Yolande St. Clair, 


stunts on his high-perched unicycle. 
Clean-cut handling of the most dif- 
ficult tricks makes them and | 


easy man and wife, follow, pounding a 
or aaa bet we 8 poe So tel xylophone that looked as big as a 

miris make up e rest o n€ | flat car from out front. They do : 
talent. Three Co-Eds are a good- | ao 


looking set of tumblers, and over (Continued on page 69) 
nicely with their acrobatic flip-flops a 
and front-covers. Can fit in any-| 
where and make good. Frances Mc- 
Coy is a hotcha singer developing | 
|a good delivery and style. Gold. 





| 
| 
| 







|} and wardrobe expense. 
Eliminates delayed or mis- 
directed baggage. Comfort- 
able in any weather. Inner- 
spring beds—batn—cook- 
ing facilities—plenty of 


(Princess, Youngstown, O.) 


Youngstown, O., March 26. 


| 

Parisenne Red Heads | Saves tine, travelling cost 
} 
| 

Karanova is current at the Prin- | 


Bavipped 
and veady 
for the read 


$625 wp 








AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. Y¥. 


Birthday, 











cess here with her ‘Parisienne Red | 

| Heads,’ a highly enjoyable enter- | cupboard and storage space for wardrobe 

tainment, avoiding the usual blue | 354 Props. ne 

stuff long associated with stock bur- aa seamen 8 or bvkli Sot 

|! lesque in the smaller cities. B’ oak ae Cc 
Karanova has a different type of | ey =e vee coe 

| talent from anything seen at the lo- AU Lf OCR ISE 

| cal theatre. Aside from her shapli- 

| ness, she uses an unusual style of 

wardrobe, presenting an oriental | COMPANY OF AMERICA INC. 

dance, yet maintains a catchy tease | 4410 YORK ROAD BALTIMORE, MD. 

manner that makes her different. Sa ee ee 
Jean Jones is another feature at- 

traction with the production and | 

her style of routine, too, has novelty 

and variety. Several new faces ap- 

pear in the-line of 16 girls, present- | 

ing pose and dance novelties. 
Hal Rathburn and Homer Mee- | 

chum lead the laughs, while Pat 

McCarty stooges the comics again | 

in good shape and Bob Evans clicks, | 

as usual, with his songs. 
Adri-Ann, ‘Melancholy Baby of —- — 

Burlesque,’ Ginger Faye and Kitty 

Swanson are also featured in spe- 

cialties. Staging is better this week 

and bill moved briskly. | Mack. es 


MELODIES OF 1937 


(STATE, EAST LIVERPOOL) 


: East Liverpool, O., March 26. 

Melodies of 1937,’ a clean fast- 
moving revue, serves to revive stage 
; attractions at the State here, which, | 
| for several months, has been playing 
straight ‘films.~~ ‘ 
| Paced by Billy Farrell, m.c., revue | 
presents its many turns with life | 
and sparkle to the swing music of | 
the unit’s orchestra. 

Not only is Farrell an able mas- 
ter of ceremonies, but he also is a 


























Show People All the World Over Wil) 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER :aiLon 


(Kormerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
is Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at. 

75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 























puaye’ 


SIDNEY PIERMONT 
AL ROSEN, Manager Loew's State, N. Y. 
My Agents (WM. MORRIS AGENCY) 
RUBY ZWERLING (Ork Director) 
THE BOYS, Backstage and Front 


FOR A SWELL ENGAGEMENT . 

at | 

LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 
THIS WEEK (March 25) 
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Rose Vs. Marshall 


VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 
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Texas Expo Issue 





Rival Towns Feverish and Jittery as Plans. 


Are Made to Exceed Each Other 


Dallas, March 30. 


Things look like it might be hectic | 


again in Texas this summer, what 
with George Marshall coming down 
from Washington to do for Dallas 
what Billy Rose did for Fort Worth 
last summer and what he proposes to 
do again this summer. 

Right now Marshall Hol- 


is in 


lywood but is scheduled back here | 


out 
is 


April 9. Rose planed to 
the same spot Sunday but due 
back in Fort Worth tomorrow (31), 
both men explaining that the trip 
was to round up picture names fer 
their forthcoming shows. 

Dallas imprésario will be joined 
here April 20 by his producer, Has- 
sard Short, who will handle the pro- 
jected theatre-casino at the Dallas 


fair. Jo Mieiziner will be in and 
out intermittently conferring with 
Architect George Dahl on scenic 


plans for the casino show and on 
interior decorations for the building, 
air-cooled .structure which was oc- 
cupied by General Motors. 

Rose reported, before leaving for 
Hollywood, that the staff he used last 
year will again aid him this summer. 
He is to be joined shortly by John 
Murray Anderson, Albert Johnson, 
Carlton Winkler and Victor Layton, 
with Ned Alvord once more painting 


the word pictures. He plans to open | 


his show June 26 and run seventeen 
weeks, 

He declined to indicate the sort 
of spectacle plotted for the open air 


(Continued on page 70) 


@ 15 YEARS AGO e. 


(From Variety and Clipper) 











+ 





Joe Schenck and First National in 
a jam over valuation of ‘Smilin’ 
Through.’ He wanted it rated at 
$1,200,000 and the exhibitor com- 


mittee said not more than $800,000. | 
were based on appraised | 


Rentals 


valuation by First Nat. He won. 





Science Service Films had a short 
showing how to build a radio set for 
$6.25. U. S. Bureau of Standards 
cooperated. Never cut much ice. 





Universal started something when 
it revived an old Mary Pickford- 
King Baggott Imp picture and kid- 
ded it. Made 11 years before and 
hoked titles accentuated its faults 
for laughs. 





Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
already in the saddle against Hays 
Organization. One Conn. exhib cut 


: “his picttre out of the newsreel. 





_Klaw & Erlanger sold Goldwyn 
rights to ‘The Great Metropolis’ for 
$4,000. Before payment it was dis- 
covered K. & E. had permitted the 
copyright to lapse. Turned back to 
the producers. 





Shaw and Lee got into New Acts 
for a show at the Columbia. Got 
over well even at the start. Same 
type act as now. 





Nine Songsmiths from the Feist 
‘Staff doing a vaude turn and using 


only one piano. That was the 
novelty, ; 





Effie Shannon and Jessie Busley, 
old-time legiters, did a travesty on 
‘The Bat’ at the Palace. May Tully 
Promoted the turn. Miss Busley 
Tran away with the act, in spite of 
Miss Shannon’s popularity. 





Keno and Green at the Winter 
Garden, doing nicely. Mitzi’s 
Parents, 





Roy and Arthur were doing the 
Bedini act on their own at the 23rd 
St. But Bedini took the turn from 
the earlier Baggessens. 





Daniel 


Fendell troupe wowing 
uffalo. Doing old-time mellers at 
10 and 20c. Changed twice a week 


and playing to near capacity. 





E. H. Sothern told the world that 
never again would he and Julia 
Marlowe play Montreal. Sore at 
the management which had made 


1M pay overtime for the deck- 
hands. 





British exhibs raised the ban on | 


*rman pix, Had played none since 
the war, 





OKAY FOR N. Y. STAGES 


| Mary Small, Now 16, Can Work 


Theatres 
Mary Small, young warbler, has 
been set on bill with Shep Fields 


band at the Paramount, N. Y., week | 


| of May 1. 

now appear on N. Y. stages without 
| hindrance from child-performer law. 
Two years ago she was dated 
the Paramount, but had to cancel 
after second performance due to her 
being under age at that time. 





FLA. AUTO TAX 


+ KAYOING 
SHOWS 


Atlanta, March 30. 





is playing hob with shows that travel 


ing Alligator State. 
Irving Lewis, 


now 
| lanta’s Capitol theatre with his ‘Girls 
in Platinum’ revue, was forced to 
pay $27 for a 1937 license for his ton 
and a half truck, plus $9.55 court 
costs, at Arcadia, Fla., last week, just 
before leaving state to play Cap date. 
Unit uses three cars in addition to 
truck, but Lewis hid the cars from 
the authorities or he would have had 
to buy licenses for them, too, which 
would have 
$100. 


Lewis is not first vaude producer 
to run into this trouble. He declares 
|it is virtually a racket down that 
| way. Companies are allowed to come 
in to play state, and told nothing 
about law’s requirements. High 
sheriffs spring it when shows pre- 
pare to quit state and owners or 
| managers have to dig up or else. 


BANKROLLERS TRYING 








Philadelphia, March 30. 

| Failure of Benny the Bum’s to 
clear nut since moving to new spot 
| hete is Searing its backers, it is un- 
derstood. Known that several have 
already stepped in and are actively 
taking hand in management in at- 
tempt to ebonize the ledger. 

The Bum for several years was lo- 
cated in converted house on side 
| street and did socko biz. Moved to 
ultra-swanky spot on Broad street 
on Christmas eve and has been in 
}hot water ‘fice. Patronage has been 
| fairly good, but nut is tremendous 
for Philly. 





Susiens Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Tommy Vicks goes in for 

Swiss lamp treatment. 

Frisco DeVere, ex-Hilltop ozoner, 
now in Scarsdale, New York, 

fighting off a mess of different things. 
Frank Fitzgerald, formerly con- 

nected with the theatre and the N. Y. 

fire department, back here airing. 
Mrs. William (Mother) Morris and 


new 


is 


Aunt Ella sailing for the South 
Seas. 

Chris Hagedorn k.o.’d the flu, 
then went to Hotel Saranac and 





knocked off first prize at the local 
Bridge tournament. 
Ex-show-folks up here who are 


| doing well in business include Monty 
Fisher (Packard Motor Co.), Russ 
Kelly (Finnan & Co.), Henry Hud- 
son (Hudson Cottage, Inc.), 
Sherman (Birkes Chatel). 
Write to those you know in Sara- 
'nac and elsewhere who are sick, 


Glaser with Chi TBO 
Chicago, March 30. 
Marcus Glaser, indie agent, joins 
the Theatre Booking Office here this 
| week, 
Will handle club bookings. 





Recently turned 16, M‘ss Small can | 


into |} 


Abortive Florida motor license law | 


| via motorized equipment while play- 


rar av-| Edgar Allen Before 


run his bill well over | 


TO PUT ‘BUM’ IN BLACK 


Ted | 


| Sucker Bait 


| 

| 

| 

| . 

|} Kempie.’ 
| 





Kansas City, March 30. 
Every so often it crops up 
here. 
‘Cat Calloway’s band’ is cur- 
rently at the ‘Cotton Club.’ An- 
other hot spot has tunes by ‘Hal 











BKLYN PAR’S 
- PROFIL NIGHTS 


Professiona] Nights are being in- 
augurated at the Paramount, Brook- 
lyn, Friday (2). Shows might de- 
velop into a testing spot for new 
talent. 

Gerald Griffin will put on the 
Prof Nights, all acts to be paid by 
the theatre. The Ben Nelson or- 
chestra, which handles the amateur 
Monday night shows at the Fox, 
Brooklyn, will furnish the music 
the Michaels Furniture Co., 
which sponsors the a.m. perform- 
ances there, may also sponsor 
tryout shows at the Par, airing them 
over WMCA or some other -station. 

Joe Lee, of the Brooklyn Par, who 
was first with basketball games on 
the stage and other stunts as b.o. 
stimulus, believes the proposed Fri- 
day night shows with professionals, 
| rather than ams, ought to interest 
| night club, radio, theatre, film and 
| other scouts to the extent that they 
| will cover these shows. 


} and 





| N.Y. Grand Jury on 
Grand Larceny Ch’ge 


Case against Edgar Allen, vaude 
jagent, for alleged attempted grand 
llarceny will be presented to the 





grand jury in New York today 
| (Wednesday ). 
AWen was arrested on the com- 


plaint of district attorney's office, 
which charges that he accepted $300 
\from a policeman whom he was to 
| reinstate on the force. 


MORRIS AGCY. SUING 
BERNIVICI FOR $3,180 


Cincinnati, March 30. 
A plaster was slapped on the Shu- 
bert box office last week to satisfy 


| 
j 
| 
| 


a claim by the William Morris 
Agency, Inc., of New York, for 
$3,180.94 against Count Bernivici, 


whose ‘Spices of 1937’ unit was play- 
ing there. 

Morris office filed suit in Common 
Pleas Court claiming $1,680.94 as 
commission and $1,500 on a_ note 
dated October 5, 1936. Salary at- 
tachment was granted pending out- 
come of the suit. 

The contract, according to the peti- 
ition, called for a booking commis- 
ision of 10% of Bernivici’s weekly 
sums up to $3,500; 20% from $3,500 
to $4,000; 30% from $4,000 to $4,500, 
and 50% of all above $5,000. 





F&M Mulls Plan to D 
- Talent Agcy. Branches; Unprofitable 





| 
| 


the | 





NTG Grabs Chi Acts 
Chicago, March 30. 
No dearth of talent here as far as 
N. T. G. is concerned. 


AT END OF 
SEASON 


Miami, March 30. 

Two weeks ago it eight-to- 
five and better that the season was 
over—and a pretty poor one at that. 
Now it looks as though a new season 
is beginning, at the end of March, 
when the niteries and casinos usual- 
ly duck till next winter. 

If there’s anything to explain the 
sudden upswing, it must be gambling. 
Latter, taboo all season except for 
the legalized slot-machine operated 
tables in the Royal Palm Club, has 
suddenly become wide open every- 
where. With the lid off, the custom- 
ers are flocking in, attracted by both 
the games of chance and the name 
performers rushed into some of the 
spots. 

As an example, the Royal Palm, at 


was 








this late date, last week presented 
its biggest show of the season. Harry 
Richman was augmented by Jimmy 
Durante, Ethel Shutta and Joe Lewis. 
Durante came here for a one-week 
vacash while ‘Red, Hot and Blue’ 
laid off, but accepted the nitery 
| booking. 

Willie and Eugene Howard wind 
up a two-week stay at Jack Demp- 
sey’s Vanderbilt this week, the com- 
ics having been supplemented by 
Rudy Vallee on week-ends. Name 
bookings such as these would have 
been nightmares for the nitery own- 
ers in years past at this time of the 
season. Like the Royal Palm, Demp- 
sey’s is also running a casino end, 

George Olsen’s band is playing at 
he Biscayne Kennel Club, Peter Hig- 
gins is at the Frolics, while Jack 
Irving and Murray and Allen con- 
tinue at the Bagdad. Murray and 
Allen, who came here four months 
ago on a six-month contract, will 
stick at the Bagdad a full year as a 
result of having a six-month option 
picked up. 

Sudden spurt of nitery activity 
will save the season for some of the 
spots, which went on the nut plenty 
during January and February. Those 
places which shuttered a few weeks 
ago, due to poor biz as a result of 
the gambling ban, might have re- 
couped some of their losses had they 





remained open. 


ropN.Y., Coast 





Fanchon & Marco is playing with 
| the idea of dropping its talent agency 
| branches, both in New York and on 
| the Coast. Discussions along these 
lines have been going on for the past 
couple of weeks. 

Hal Kemp, former Warner Bros. 
vaude booking manager and _ later 
with the NBC artists bureau, who re- 
cently became head of the F&M Coast 
agency branch, has already turned 
in his resignation, as of April 1. John 
| Schultz, in charge of the N. Y. end, 
is reported awaiting the outcome of 
the F&M exec confabs before arriv- 
ing at a decision. 

Original idea of the agency 
branches on the Coast and in New 
York was for Kemp to concentrate 
on selling talent to pictures and at 
ithe same time line up film names 
| for radio and stage dates in the east. 
| According to reports, idea didn’t 
turn out profitable for F&M. 

One of the plans being mulled for 
the eastern agency branch is for 
Schultz to continue, but strictly on a 
percentage basis, with F&M permit- 





ting him to use its name under an 
arrangement whereby it will not 
share in any of the expenses of his 
office. Adoption of this idea, how- 
ever, is figured unlikely by at least 
one of the F&M heads in N. Y. 

F&M only recently concluded a co- 
op agency agreement with Consol- 
idated Radio Artists, band-booking 
outfit. What the status of this agree- 
ment will be, if F&M steps out of the 
agency business, has not yet been de- 
termined. 


Impresario, at the RKO Palace last | fe 
| tenders 


week, picked up a number of local | 
acts to take along with him, includ- 
ing Alfredo and Dolores, Mary 
Grant, nudie, Isabell Rolick, Nickie | 
Nichols and the Miss Chicago of | 
1936, Genevieve Anderson. 


Philly Nitery Sit-Downers Refuse 
To Pay Tabs, So Cops Toss ‘Em Out 


| fee on them. 
| pay, 


MIAMI SPURTS 


Philadelphia, March 30. 

Latest thing in sit-downs hit the 
swank Arcadia-International here 
last Tuesday night (23), when entire 
staff of 150 waiters, cooks and bar- 
swallowed newest 
pill. The group sat down at tables in 
a corner of the nitery, 
Entrepreneur Art 


labor’s 


which gave 


Padula a chance 


ito levy the regular $1.50 minimum 


When they refused to 
Philly cops hustled 
into patrol wagons 
forcible detainer. 
Padula says strike was called be- 
he refused to rehire two 
waiters, who, he claims, made nasty 
remarks about the place. John Cas- 
sidy, biz agent of the Union, says it 


them out 


on writ of 


cause 


| was called because Padula was sys- 


tematically firing union help and re- 


| placing it with scab labor. 


|help on 


| of 





Spot is now running with colored 
‘open shop’ basis. Pickets 
are marching out front and cab 
drivers are refusing to stop in front 
the place. Herbert W. Syme, of 
Labor Board, is attempting to bring 
about arbitration. 
Cafeteria Style 
The sit-down provided humor for 


about 100 guests who were in the 
place when it started. They were 
surprised to see the help pull up 


chairs and make themselves at home. 
Then the fun began. An assistant 
manager manned the bar and the 
hoity cafe went cafeteria. The guys 
went to the bar and carried drinks 
to their gals at the tables.* With the 
kitchen cold, food consisted of potato 
chips and salted nuts. The band 
played and the floor show went on as 
usual, 

Happy Felton’s band, at intervals, 
swung into “The Star-Spangled Ban- 


i ner,’ and even the sit-downers had 


to stand, 

Both management and _e strikers 
bedded for the night in the restau- 
rant. Warrants were issued in the 
morning as a result of the sit- 
downers’ refusal to pay the mini- 
mum,. Five patrol wagons were 
called and 25 cops forced the strikers 
to make a peaceful exit. They were 
all discharged at a magistrate’s hear- 
ing. 

A. A. Tomei, prez of Musicians’ 
Union, was asked by strikers to 
withdraw band. He refused, how- 
ever, as this would violate contract 
with management. If band was with- 
drawn, union would have to pay it 
for length of its contract, which in 
Arcadia case is on two-weeks notice 
basis. 

Continued operation on ‘open shop’ 
basis is contemplated by Arcadia 
management. Padula is attempting 
to get injunction to stop picketing, 
as he claims that due to contract vio- 
lation there is no strike, but cessa- 
tion of work, 


PHILA. NITERY RIOTERS 
GET PRiSON TERMS 


Philadelphia, March 30, 
Four men, who started a riot in 
the Cocoanut Grove Cafe recently, 
were given jail terms by Judge 

Harry S. McDevitt here last week. 
One was sentenced to two to six 
years in the Eastern State Peni- 
tentiary and the others got 18 
months to five years. All pleaded 
guilty to aggravated assault and bat- 





tery and carrying concealed 
weapons, Other charges were not 
pressed. 


Three detectives, as well as the 
four prisoners, landed in the hospital 
as a result of the fray. 


F&M Sets Errol, 0.&). 
Units At $5,500 in Milw. 








Within a month Fanchon & Marco | 


will start experimenting with units 
of a couple of acts backgrounded 
by a band for one-night stands. Con- 
solidated Radio Artists bands will 
be used on co-op agreement entered 
into couple of months ago between 
two orgs. 

F. & M. sees possibilities for such 
shows in parks and niteries in the 
midwest territory. 


F.&M.-CRA combo is also digging | 


into the ciub date booking biz. Chi 
office of CRA is especially concen- 
trating on this type of biz. 


; in 





Chicago, March 30. 

John Schultz, of Fanchon & Marco, 
town all week to add a repre- 
sentative of his firm to local Con- 
solidated Radio Artists offices, set 
the Olson and Johnson unit at the 
Riverside, Milwaukee, for week of 
April 9, and the Leon Errol unit 
for the following week at the same 
house, 

Price of $5,500, plus a split, paid 
for each of these units, is twice 
much as Eddie Wiesfeldt, operator 
of house, has ever paid, but reporte- 
ed to be a forerunner to upping the 
admission prices. 


as 
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FRIARS FROLIC 


After a comparatively mild first 
section, the Friars laughed the au- 
dience into a good time at the Frolic 
held Sunday (28) at the Alvin, N.Y. 
It was a straight vaudeville show, 
lacking in some of the expected 
names which were unable to show 
up for one reason or another. With- 
out program advs the club did rather 
well, grossing $4,500 at a $10 and $5 
top, profit being around $3,000. That 
included a gift of $500 from I. J. Fox 
who usually sponsors the Frolic 
shows on the radio but no time was 
available on the local stations, it was 


said. 

Abbot-Col. Jay C. Filippen was 
m.c. for the first part, with that 
London sojourner, Lou Holtz, tak- 
ing over the job for the last half. 
In the all-male bill there were 
standouts who were dusted off with 
nifty introductions, while Holtz pro- 
vided the ‘stupendous’ finale by do- 
ing his strip number. That’s OK 
only for a club show’ with a femme 
contingent out front, no so good. 

Holtz in’g.duced Eddie Davis as 
the ‘king of 52nd street,” The song- 
ster had his Leon & Eddie’s band 
behind him. Davis trotted out quite 
a routine, also figuring the custom- 
ers wanted some spice, but some of 
his tidbits were wisely kept for the 
night spot. Ham Fisher and Ken 
Kling wanted to hoof but had to 
resort to cartooning. Fisher drew 
a profile of Davis’ schnozzle, while 
Kling messed up his kisser with 
charcoal. Kling finaled by giving 
a racing tip—Irond Bound, at Bowie, 
April 6—‘will win, maybe.’ 

Benny Fields came over from the 
Hoilywood where he is repeating 
and came near stopping the show. 
at least two of the acts are slated 
for Hollywood for RKO’s ‘New 
Faces’—the hoofing Kondas Bros. 
and the 7 Laurias. Latter is a 
juvenile Mexican band appearing 
mostly in benefits, local law bar- 
ring them from pro appearances. 
Flippen added during one introduc- 
tion that he had met one act that 
wasn’t going into ‘New Faces.’ 

The Rooneys, Pat and Pat, were 
on late and scored as always. Pat, 
Sr., introduced Adrian Rollini and 
his xylophone swingo. It is a three- 
piece ensemble, Rollini being as- 
sisted by a guitar and bass viol, trio 
being mostly known for disc record- 
ings. Bert Lahr and Reginald Gard- 
mer gave the income tax skit from 
‘The Show Is On,’ for laughs. Gard- 
ner made a second contribution with 
one of his nut monologs. Vincent 
Lopez brought his blind whistler, 
Fred Lowry, Buster West, Bob Hope 
and the Swifts were among those 
present. Eddie Miller opened with 
the Friars song and singled later 
with tke aria from ‘Pagliacci.’ 

The ‘surprise guest’ apparently 
didn’t show. Vaude had given many 
feature people to radio and it was 
expected that something special from 
the studios would be in evidence. 
But they were not. Ibee. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, March 26. 

Hipp brings back an old time 
vaudeville show this week and to 
good returns. Coming after a siege 
of name bands, units and presenta- 
tions, five-act bill afforded a whale 
of variety and plenty of entertain- 
ment. Customers, opening show, and 
Good Friday too, liked every minute 
of the 52-minute session. 


" Opener, James Evans and Co., 
send matters off to a good start with 
his socko routine of foot juggling, 
starting with gilded balls and using 
a table, bed and colorful maltese 
cross in fast order. Everything 
smooth and well sold. Henny 
Youngman, on here’as m.c. with a 
short session of fflp gagging and 
introduction of next act, Bob East- 
man and Odette. Crossfire between 
man and femme midget okay. Have 
to beg off with speech. Youngman 
then back with more talk and build- 
up for Frances Arms on next. 

Miss Arms has been here before 
and always scores. Present layout 
well knit and built on solid show- 
manship. Takes a goodly number 
of curtains at finish. Youngman re- 
turns, this time doing his act winding 
up with bit on fiddle capably sold 
and nicely paced. Audience liked 
him a lot and flash of annunciator 
card on first appearance brought an 
audible hand, proving effectiveness 
of radio build-up via Kate Smith 
program. 

Show closes with Sylvia Manon 
and Co., an okay flash and ideal 
chaser for this bill. Full stage lay- 
out of porcelain clock and candle- 
sticks, peopled by characters in guise 
of dolls, pretty picture and adagio 
work of Miss Manon and three men 
to vocal accompaniment of two 
femme voices. 


Picture is ‘Quality Street’ (RKO). 
Burm. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 27. 

Vaude show at the Earle this week 
topped by Mitchell and Durant is 
fast-moving and decorative. Pic is 
*‘Her Husband’s Secretary’ (WB). Biz 
started slowly with Lent still on, but 
should pick up. 

Flesh part of bill is headed by 
‘Greenwich Village Scandals,’ but 
there are several extra acts woven 
into this unit show. Highlight is 
the chorus of 16 gals, easy to look 
upon, nicely outfitted and excellent 
Mot only in dance routines but also 


in the way line puts song numbers 
across. Voices are okay and, most 
remarkable of all, girls make the 
words of some of their patter num- 
bers intelligible. One in particular 
in which different gals step from 
line, supposed to represent Ziegfeld 
Girls, George White Girls, Carroll 
Girls, and deliver brief verses, is 
way above average for a vaude re- 
vue. Gals have four or five changes 
of costume, all clean and fresh and 
make five or more appearances. 
Their unison tapping is up to aver- 
age. 

Production is in six scenes, all 
handsome and not too garish. 

Of the various acts, Mitchell and 
Durant headline. Their first appear- 
ance is a burlesque of Cinderella 
with Mitchell as that character and 
Durant as the Prince. Clever and 
fairly funny, but received rather 
tepidly. If used an encore material 
after the boys do their familiar 
knock-about biz, audience, then be- 
ing in the spirit, would probably 
warm to it much more. A girl tells 
the story into the mike as the two 
comics offer their clown version. 


Their next (and only other ap- 
pearance) is the old rough-house 
routine, trimmed a little for time, 
but as funny as ever. Mitchell wows 
them when he goes through the pan- 
tomimic motions of singing a femme 
hotcha song number, only to stop 
abruptly and have the voice con- 
tinue from  back-stage. Audience 
goes into a storm of applause and 
the boys can take all the encores 
they want. 

Harry King and the Sinclair Twins 
(femmes) offer a good dance act, 
mostly taps both in unison and solo, 
each one of the three taking a whack 
at one of the solos. They are on 
three times, all fairly short and okay 
in routine. 


Helen Miller torch-songs a couple 
of numbers including ‘The Night Is 
Young.’ Carlton Enimy and his ‘Mad 
Wags,” canine act, well known here, 
clicks as usual with comedy again a 
dominating note of the tricks done 
by the pups. All in all, a good com- 
bo for entertainment and should 
please Earle patrons. Waters. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, March 26. 


Top-flight Easter week show needs 
only a bit more femme appeal to 
make it a real standout. A line of 
gals would have worked wonders, 
but even as things stand, it’s sock en- 
tertainment. Items are Roger Pryor 
and@ his College Inn show and Little 
Jackie Heller, just back from Lon- 
don, as an added attraction. 


Routining wasn’t so forte at open- 
ing performances due to Pryor’s in- 
sistence that his end be presented 
intact. That put Heller in a spot 
since he has to follow Varsity Eight, 
male octet, but in spite of that dis- 
advantage, he comes through in fine 
fashion. 


Pryor’s Inn revue can use some 
added s.a., but that’s its single fault. 
Turns are all right up an audience 
alley and they’re paced smartly and 
presided over with a nice self-efface- 
ment by the reformed cinema lead- 
ing man. Last time here Pryor was 
doing a single and going t * ough the 
usual Hollywood routine. There isn’t 
even a single mention of his movie 
work, and he stands entirely now as 
a maestro and m.c., and gets by in 
A-1 fashion. 


Steps out cold after the ork’s air 
signature, and plows rights in with 
a showmanly band number. That’s 
followed by Howard Nichols, hoop- 
spinning juggler with a bag of tricks 
that makes for a swell flash. Next is 
Red Hodgeson, one of Pryor’s toot- 
ers, who steps down from the stand 
for a comedy number, relating in 
song and on the trumpet the experi- 
ences of a farm boy who buys a 
horn and goes successively from the 
village band to a circus outfit and 
then the radio. It’s good for laughs 
and in addition Hodgeson gets in 
some hot trumpet licks. 


Edna Sedgwick, formerly with 
Ted Lewis, an attractive hoofer, 
gives the show its first and vir- 
tually only leg display with a tap 
bolero and caps it up with a musical 
comedy routine. Only other femme 
is the bantam clown in act of Ames 
and Arno, but she hardly comes un- 
der heading of lure. Male member 
of team steps out with clarinet, os- 
tensibly for a solo, but before he 
gets in a couple of toots, the dame’s 
on and turn develops into a hilarious 
knockabout. Rough-house dance 
stuff is down to a science and it’s 
wow low comedy with just a touch 
of the customary adagio thrills. They 
had a tough time getting off, but 
it was either that or collapse. 

Varsity Eight keeps the ball roll- 
ing. Octet is smartly outfitted in 
skin tights and flowing, colorful 
capes and would make a great flash 
if they couldn't sing a note. They 
can, however, and put over five 
numbers with zest, winding up with 
a sock medley of tunes from ‘Stu- 
dent Prince.’ 

Following them on was probably 
the toughest assignment Heller's ever 
been handed, but he smacked four 
pop ballads across the platter just 
the same and had ’em crying for 
more. For a finish, Pryor comes on 
with a nice, modest bow in song and 
curtain closes in on him slowly. 

Picture, ‘A Family Affair’ (Metro) 
and biz for Good Friday impressive. 





Cohen. 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Easter and spring serve as the 
cues for this week’s stage doings. 
Practically all the pomp and scenic 
investiture goes into the celebration 
of the holiday event, this item be- 
ing a repeat of last year’s ‘The Glory 
of Easter.’ It is still an eye-filler 
of the first order. The regulation 
stage show, tagged ‘Springtime,’ is 
given over to glorifying the blos- 
som period of the famous Japanese 
cherry trees of Washington, D. C. 
On the screen there’s ‘Seventh 
Heaven’ (20th), a Silly Symphony, 
‘More Kittens,’ and some newsclips. 


‘The Glory of Easter’ set projects 
the altar of a cathedral against a 
series of beautifully lighted stained 
glass windows. The soloist and 
mixed chorus, clad as_ choristers, 
are ranged along the berried boxes 
on either side of the auditorium and 
as the house balletists, laden with 
Easter lilies, move about the stage 
with appropriate solemnity a Te 
Deum, ‘Praise to God,’ is intoned. 
Marion Raber lends a fine contralto 
to the majesty and colorfulness of 
this memorable stage concept. 

A. Robins, the musical clown with 
the endless supply of bananas, gets 
an inning all to himself during the 
‘Springtime’ session. He tops off 
his pulling ’em out of here and 
there by stringing his trunk sec- 
tions together and by a quick switch 
of panels converting the ensemble 
into a set of moving trains. 


The cherry blossom episode gives 
Jan Peerce the solo vocalizing as- 
signment, plies the corp de ballet 
in a neat concept of rhythmic move- 
ment and trots out the Rockettes 
for a fast and snappy mixture of 
precision taps. Odec. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


The pit band policy at the Para- 
mount is now in its second cycle 
and is playing repeats of orchestras 
that helped establish the success 
of the idea, when it was first given 
trial. 


Eddy Duchin and his crew are in 
for a second whirl, bracing at the 
b.o. ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), on the 
screen. 

Orchestra (15) delivers a smooth- 
flowing and nicely-assorted selec- 
tion of pops, given lustre by the 
arrangements which keep to the fore 
the pacing pianology of the leader. 

Duchin has a pleasing personality 
which easily communicates itself to 
an audience and adds greatly to the 
general musical impression the band 
makes. His deft keyboard work, both 
able and bravura, is a lofty high- 
light when getting in his solo licks. 


Sprinkling of specialists banked 
around the band includes Neila 
Goodelle, Calgary Bros., and a 


rhythm tapstress, Mildred Law (New 
Act). 

Miss Goodelle scores resoundingly. 
Her excellent enunciation is not the 
least piece of equipment she has, 
and an attribute so many warblers 
of today lack. Her looks and general 
appearance, plus-personality and 
voice make her one of the standout 
warblers around. Selection of songs 
is thoughtful, opening with zippy 
‘Love and Learn,’ then softening into 
“Trust In Me,’ and following with 
‘Ain’t Got Rhythm,’ cleverly §ar- 
ranged in that special lyrics mask 
the song, at start, by disguising it 
as a tear-tearing torch ballad. She 
encored with ‘This Year’s Kisses’ 
and it is only with difficulty that 
she effects an exit. 

Calgary Bros., European comedy 
act in which duo deals mainly with 
pantomime, are on a shade too long, 
and would have benefit had some 
of the minutes just after act’s start 
been scissored. Strength lies in the 
closing capers, and it would be wise 
to clip the deadwood-doings and con- 
centrate on the weighty material. 

Lou Sherwood, long-tenure mem- 
ber of Duchin outfit, doubles off his 
trumpet once during band’s opening 
medley to vocalize refrain of ‘Little 
Old Lady.’ 

Final performance on _ opening 
night found ’em stranded on their 
stilts up, down and on the mezz. 

Bert. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Roxy’s stage and screen combina- 
tion is a bargain buy currently at 
55c. top. Universal’s musical ‘Top of 
the Town’ is augmented by a quan- 
tity stage show, which here and 
there flashes some quality as well, 
and, plus newsreel and a short, the 
melange totals more than three 
hours of entertainment. 

The time element is important to 
the Roxy’s now steady clientele. 
They cone here expecting a long sit- 
down session and they get it. 

Stage show is topped by Louise 
Massey and The Westerners, latter a 
string and vocal quartet which 
augments or blends with Miss Mas- 
sey’s singing. Act hails from radio, 
getting a p.a. introduction as stars 
of Maxwell House Showboat and the 
Log Cabin (syrup) Dude Ranch pro- 
grams on the NBC networks, and de- 
livers nicely on the stage, though 
quietly. 

_ Show’s outside acts this week also 
include Ross Wyse, Jr., knockabout 
and dancing comic, assisted by June 
Mann; Rob Ripa, excellent Japanese 
ball and club juggler, and Nadine 
and Kirk, mixed pop-ballroom dance 





team. Latter’s technique in four 
routines, based on Astaire-Ginger 





Rogers film dances, is good but its 
too much dancing from one team in 
one spot. A fifth routine, thou 
okay, makes everything look all the 
more superfluous, but that’s the 
Roxy’s manner of piling things on 
till they hurt. Wyse’s session with 
his acrobatic femme assist is good 
for several laughs, the vaude stand- 
ard practically murdering himself 
via terrific falls. 

Gae Foster girls are presented in a 
tricky unicycle routine this week, 
which is supposed to be a topper 
for last year’s bicycle bit. Line can’t 
control the vehicles as well in this 
one, which kills some of the effect, 
though setting things partially right 
by having one of the ensemble dare 
any of the audience to come on the 
stage and do better. It’s a play for 
sympathy which draws both ap- 
plause and laughs. 

Biz Friday was okay upstairs and 
down. Scho. 


COLONIAL, DET. 


Detroit, March 25. 


Bangup show here currently, con- 
sisting of four acts plus several sax 
solos by Boyd Senter, m. c. and ork 
leader, sandwiched midway in 40- 
minute performance. Couple of 
turns would do justice to ‘Class A’ 
spots. 

House, recently redecorated inside, 
has completely altered its stage 
drops and settings, to very advan- 
tageous effect. Senter’s six-piece 
band shapes up nicely in background 
as a result, and turns are given bene- 
fit of surroundings and better light- 
ing effects. With zingier m. c’ing by 
Senter, show flows smoothly. 

Mildred and Gaines provide house 
with best class act it’s witnessed in 
moons. Ballroom duo garbed neat- 
ly and has poise. For an encore they 
offer a faster number. Neat, but not 
up to standard of first effort. Spotted 
next-to-closing, and deserve it plenty. 

Maniacal stuff furnished by the 
Three Byrons hits solidly. In tails, 
male trio knows how to sell antics. 
Knockabout stuff includes some well- 
executed acrobatics. Off to rocking 
applause, and return for each to 
drolly tell a Scotch joke. Oke. 

Opening spot is filled by Russell. 
Christine and Co., including male and 
female plus well-trained canines. 
Turn has good possibilities. Included 
are instrument playing, lariat num- 
bers, hoofing, juggling and unicycling. 
and tricks by dogs. Pair appears well 
and handles various assignments 
nicely, but act is too cluttered up. 

Harry Jordan, deuced, can really 
whistle but improper use of his 
hands causes work to be a little 
awkward. After aping various birds, 
he gets a deserved good hand for his 
effort on ‘Poet and Peasant.’ In his 
turn midway in show, Senter scores 
with medley on sax. 

House almost jammed at late show 
caught, at 25c. top. Picture is ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1937.’ Pete. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 28. 

This week’s stage entertainment 
here consists entirely of Benny Mer- 
off and his band, plus several spe- 
cialty numbers presented in front of 
the musicians. In the last analysis, 
it's mostly the clever and versatile 
Meroff himself who dominates the 
proceedings, and is the only standout 
performer. 

Meroff returns to Minneapolis for 
the theatre date, after a long and 
successful Nicollet hotel Minnesota 
room engagement. For a full stage 
show running 55 minutes there, per- 
haps, is a little too much Meroff— 
good as he is. As a result, in the 
aggregate, show doesn’t quite meas- 
ure up to the best Orpheum stand- 
ards. 

Meroff works almost every minute, 
m.c.’ing, leading the orchestra, 
clowning, performing individually 
and aiding some of the other artists. 
He plays a half dozen instruments, 
gags, juggles, draws with colored 
crayons, sings and dances. He’s a 
one-man vaude show in a socko band 
number that burlesques the old-time 
variety bills. With the band far 
back stage, Meroff wisely holds forth 
on a platform well out over the or- 
chestra pit, thus bringing an inti- 
mate touch to the proceedings in this 
large house. 

The band of 14 pieces devotes it- 
self entirely to swing and hot music 
and clowning. It plays its numbers 
in snappy and effective fashion. Boys 
themselves also do a bit of singing 
and dancing. Personnel includes 
Larry Apollo, a laughmaker who 
stooges for Meroff, but Jack Mar- 
shall, also an ace funster who was 
one of the Nicollet engagement’s 
Stars, is missing. 

Best of the band numbers is a 

burlesque on the newsreels that af- 
fords Meroff and the boys oppor- 
tunity for hilarious antics. 
_ Talent on display during the show 
includes Florence Gast, singing 
comedienne, who does a pretty rough 
singing and dancing number with 
Meroff; Miss Sonia, good-looking 
blonde, whose pipes are fully equal 
to such pop numbers as ‘Good Night 
My Love’; Ruby Barnes, a petite 
miss who contributes a succession of 
difficult and unusual tap steps that 
evoke frequent applause, and Ray 
DeMar, dancing xylophonist, who 
also plays a selection on empty 
whisky bottles. 

Feature picture is ‘Love Is News’ 
(20th). Near-capacity house at the 
Saturday midnight performance. 





Rees. 
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STATE, N. Y. 
Right, tight, bright five-act layout 


at the No. 1 vaudfilmer of the town 
this week. Helen Morgan tops and 


Oshins and Lessy are runners-up, 
the latter marking their stage debut. 

Show paces well, opening with 
Lew Duthers with Jean and Joan in 
hoofology, running the gamut of the 
tapster styles, and changing off 
nicely in costuming (despite its 
sameness) as well as terp routines. 
However, their 10 minutes is a bit 
too long and pruning would help. 
Jean and Joan are in trousered 
habiliment throughout, which might 
stand a change of pace into some- 
thing really feminine while Duthers 
is doing his solo. The girls might 
open in frocks and go into the 
sailor-pants for the challenge dance 
sequence. 


Oshins and Lessy are from the 
niteries by way of 52d St., N. Y., 
where they’re doubling from the 
Club Caliente. Team’s style of 
comedy is one of the freshest things 
in funstering that’s come along in 
years. Their dialectic double-talk, 
the Russian Cab Cabolowich, the 
Chinese Bing Crosby, the Stuff 
Rachmaninoff (‘Nagasaki’) nonsense, 
and the like, is wholly original in 
concept and delivery. Team has 
been a single-handed attraction at 
the Caliente, which gave ’em their 
start, and they’ve developed into 
a sock draw. A bit new to the ros- 
trum, they’ll ease up and adapt 
themselves with time. Oshins’ 
travesty of a Broadway m.c. is a 
devasting burlesque of the Oster- 
man school of conferenciering. Their 
encore, ‘Foreign Legionaires’ num- 
ber is an expurgated version of the 


family audiences but likewise 
clicked. 
Hal Sherman, in the trey, was 


whammo with his studiously casual 
hoofing. He's developed a fine sense 
of comedy patter, too, which should 
carry him far. And his exaggerated 
caricaturing of the various dance 
styles takes him off strongly. 


Helen Morgan, next-to-shut, glori- 
fies the American songs by Jerome 
Kern. Hers is an exclusively Kern- 
Hammerstein cycle, opening with 
‘Why Was I Born?’ from ‘Sweet 
Adeline,’ and thence into three from 
the fertile ‘Show Boat’ score—Make 
Believe,’ ‘My Bill’ and ‘Why Do I 
Love You?’ Confessedly nervous, 
the sittin’-on-the-piano songstress 
now is esconsed sittin’ on a bench, 
which is perched on the runway 
over the pit, so that not only does 
she project her songs well into the 
audience, but she projects her win- 
en personality to full re- 
sults. 


Miss Morgan did a_ complete 
Sswitch-about with her song cycle. 
The opening show she essayed a 
repertoire of mew and unfamiliar 
tunes, and more or less omeletted. 
It was an entirely new and much 
more effective story from the second 
show on, opening day, after Manager 
Al Rosen (now laboring under a 
Broadway columnist’s superlative 
encomium as one of the Broadway 
greats-behind-the-lights) and Book- 
ing Chief Sidney Piermont decided 
that Miss Morgan had better revert 
to type. That she can sell her 
oldies for the same values, and lend 
them constant nuance, is, of course, 
of prime credit to her art. She's 
been away with ‘Scandals’ en tour 
for some time, this marking a Broad- 
way return. Miss Morgan, of course, 
is a cinch for a nitery right after 
the State. Looks as well as ever 
and needs only Kern’s tunes for her 
repertoire. 


Seasonal Easter booking accounts 
for the very clever Salici’s Puppets 
being rebooked so soon. They were 
in for the New Year’s show at the 
State, for similar seasonal reasons, 
but it’s embellished to even top its 
previously high standards. ‘You 
Live Only Once’ (UA) on ———. 

el. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Not much in the way of hot news 
and the recent developments in the 
Detroit auto-strike situation is all 
that saves the Embassy from leading 
off with a rehash of the Supreme 
Court ruckus. As it is, court is pul- 
motored for the second feature in 
default of anything more important, 
but the strike gets the bill off with 
a little excitement, some of the cus- 
tomers applauding Lewis, while 
other demonstrate approval of denun- 
ciation of the sit-down tactics. Fox, 
Pathe and Paramount all contribute 
to this sector. 


Metro (Hearst) supplies the open 
er for the court issue, with Para- 
mount building up with LaFollette. 
With the exception of some dem- 
onstrations of crack bowling, Metro's 
only other contribution to the pro- 
gram is a series of four snapshots, 
the best of which is the destruction 
of condemned automobiles by tum- 
bling them off a cliff. Others show 
Cossacks in feats of horsemanship, 
baby ballet dancers in Italy and 
stamp collectors, nothing outstand- 
ing. 
Fox leads on sports with the Per- 
ry-Tilden tennis match, well photo- 
graphed, an Australian diver, girls 
playing baseball and some smart 
boxing by sailors. As a separate clip 
Fox shows socialites playing base- 
ball, while F ramount hangs around 
the Yankee training grounds. Uni- 
versal clicks with boy pushmobilers 





coasting down a steep Arizona hill. 








es ern ee 





Ss 


. Oe. Be Ff eee ee BO ee a Bd ee) ee et ee ee ae 


SanaKoamnrn 


's 
e 
ll 


e 
|. 
n 


$- 
le 
le 
a 
te 








Pe ee 


spat 








Wednesday, March 31, 1937 





——— 


———— 





VARIETY HOUSE 





Pathe shows hats and Fox shoes, in 
the fashion division, and Pathe also 
has an interesting magazine clip in 
the Florida coast guard issuing a 
hurricane warning. 

Paramount offers I] Duce hurrying 
pack from Lybia, where he ingra- 
tiated himself with the Moham- 
medans, chiefly because the Ethi- 
opians are largely Copts, a form 
of primitive Christianity most de- 
tested by his Islamatic allies. U 
offers a migrating golf bar that 
would be as good next week, and 





digs out some library shots of the 
Normandie, because she clipped the 


eastbound record. Nothing to enthuse | 


about. Fox plays a pair of kings 
(Egypt and Denmark) and Para- 
mount shows Jack Benny back in 
his home town kidding with the 
mayor. 

Universal plays Prof. I. M. Nutts 


a ainst Lew Lehr, but without much 
of a score, though the stuff got a 
laugh, and Lehr is in for two spots; 
an off-screen chat about teddy bears, 
well photographed, and the comedian 
throwing a party when he thinks he 
won the sweepstakes and washing 
dishes to pay the bill when he finds 
he didn’t. Obvious but gets smiles. 
Real sweepstake wanners are con- 
tributed by Paramount and Uni- 


Wintergarten, Berlin 


Berlin, March 15, 

With the annual automobile ex- 
hibition on, Berlin is 
those wanting to go places and do 
things. The result is landslide biz 
at the Wintergarten, where Charlie 
Rivels is not only headline, but is 
practically the whole show. 

Three Franklins open wich tum- 
bling and high and horizontal jumps 
from the springboard. 

Jenny keeps a ball bouncing 
her head while skipping rope and 
fills in the rest of the time juggling 
and balancing heavy things. 

Bosci, a la Florentine street singe: 


in Spanish costume, offers two 
| Italian ballads. 
Wetzel Sisters have some of. the 


versal, with the latter packing the | 


better laugh. 
Rest of the stuff runs Easter choirs, 


best trapeze tricks going, which they 
help put across with excellent light- 
ing and showmanship. Finish to big 
applause. 

Two dances follow by L 
Herbeth and- Ingebo1 
who are still very 


elotte 
g von Goesseln, 


young in the art 


| of terping. 

Sylvia, with her partner Christian. 
puts on a good exhibition of ball- 
room, acrobatic and toe. her finish 
being an arabesque on the palm of 
her partner’s hand. 

Karl Peukert kids them along for 
| ten minutes, putting some nice twists 


girls with pictures on their backs, | 
dogs in a restaurant, the week-end 
jail idea, the French fleet, 22 sets 


of twins in N. Y. schools, the recent 


to the old hen-pecked gag and land 


a raft of snappy political wisecracks 
that bring him a terrific hand. 
Finally Charlie Rivels, in soup and 
fish, makes his entrance through the 
audience. He does his old drunk 
j}act, working on the horizontal bat 


| for the grotesque which, while remi- | 


children’s opera party at the Met., | 
Oklahoma pioneers gettine some 
property back, the Bal-Tabarin, | 
Paris, the exposition, ditto. Mrs. 
Simpson’s new home and a few 
flashes of Coronation preparations, 


all adding up to ho-hum. 
Shorts are ‘Czechoslovakia’ 
torial) and ‘Yellowstone Park.’ a 
Metro-Fitzpatrck, the latter showing 
some nice color photography. 
Chic. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 26. 

Fox this week presents unelaborate 
ithree-act bill, but one that is ultra- 
smooth and good entertainment. 
Each act achieved a very solid round 
of hand-paiting when caught at first 
matinee, which is noteworthy for 
usual iceberg Fox aud. 

Deepest salaam goes to Al Bernie, 
mimic, billed in number two spot. 
Undoubtedly one of the best of the 
tribe seen in these parts recently. 
He has natural asset to begin with— 
a face which lends itself to peculiar 


contortions that enhance his imita- 
tions. Wide variety of characters 
make for interesting performance, 
too, and Bernie switches them on 
and off fast enough to avoid monot- 
ony. 

Mimic opens with ‘The Shadow,’ 
which is one of his best. Other 
toppers are Charles Laughton in 
‘Mutiny,’ Rudy Vallee and Eddie 
Cantor. . Bernie changes hats and 
uses other bits of business. Some of 
characterizations, like that of George 
Arliss, old and standard for this type 
act, but Bernie manages to keep in- 
teresting. 

Curtain-raiser is Virginia Lee and 
Lathrop Bros., exceptionally neat 
and sophisticated tap and eccentric 
team. Act is at least as strong, and 
in many respects stronger, than Les- 
ter Cole’s act, featured in ring-down 
spot. 

Lee gal is personable blonde with 
very smooth brand of tapping that 
puts her well above usual clickety- 
click heel-and-toers. But best num- 
ber of act is by two boys. Snappy- 
looking in top hat, tails, and canes, 
they do eccentric routine which 
makes them appear to be walking 
across stage in time to own taps. 
Joined in finale by the femme, who 
does some very good strutting. 
Brings heavy appeal for more. 

Lester Cole and Midshipmen, who 
supplied singing interludes in ‘Vani- 
ties,” had more favorable opportunity 
to exhibit stuff in Carroll revue than 
in this act of their own. Cole and 
the eight boys make natty appear- 
ance in uniforms, and do some good 
Part singing, but not enough action 
to keep up interest. 

_Seeing them stand _ stick-like in 
line across stage gets tiresome. At- 
tempt made to relieve this in intro- 
duction to medley of college songs, 
when curtain goes up on group 
Seated around drinking table. This 


Zives aud hope of something differ- | 


ent, but boys just get up from table 
and form their same stiff line. 

In singing service team songs, 
8roup might march or move legs in 
Semblarye of marching, and in other 
college songs could use more cheer- 


leader antics. Anything for some 
action. Their entrance. is good. 
Standard footage of a_ battleship 


Ploughing waves is projected on 
fauze curtain, while boys sing naval 
Songs behind it. 

House also uses Midshipmen to 
advantage in providing musical over- 
ture for pic, ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th), 


(pic- | 


| Broadway,’ are a sock. 
they do, which is a bit of tap, some | 





Shifting opening musical effort, by | 


Jeno Donath group. to position fol- 
lowing the acts and preceding the 
pic. Midshipmen, then, after com- 
Pleting regular chore. are accom- 
Panied by orch in numbers from the 
Dic.. while title and cast of film are 
Drojected on gauze. The orch blends 
Into the film sound track with the 
irst scene, Herb. 


with top hat and cane. 
new and still big. 


And it’s still 
He has a feeling 


niscent of Chaplin, is quite his own | 


and puts his act in the rank of first- 
class entertainment. 

Joe Bonell and Doris Bay. ‘100 
It’s not what 


acrobatic steps and a saxophone solo; 
it’s the way they sell it. 

The Rivels have the whole second 
half to themselves. Charlie’s three 
kids have an exclusive spot. 


they fill well, and ther it becomes 


| pretty much of a family affair, with | 


a little bit of everythins thrown in. 


Working as musical and acrobatic 
clowns, Rivels has developed some | 
excellent ideas for them, but as 


clever and original as his own stunts | 


are, it’s a bit too long for vaude. 
However, the mob out front was 
crazy about it night caught—and 


that’s what counts. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 26. 
Current problem is turn-over. Pic. 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th), runs 105 
minutes causing management to take 
some healthy whacks at the stage 
piece. Latter ran 38 minutes at view- 


ing and with three production num- | 


bers in the sprint, the visiting acts 
spent about as much time en route 
from dressing rooms as they did on 
the stage. 

The line (12) gets most of the at- 
tention currently with three pro- 
duction numbers each and separately 
going tra-la over the season. The gals 
are nicely over par throughout. A 
flower number done on a dark stage 
has plenty of what it takes to please 
the Tower's customers. Time limits 
imposed work in favor of the line. 

Val Setz, juggler, offers a standard 
turn dressed up with some good 
clowning. 

Ray and Geraldine Hudson, sister 
dance team, had their turn sliced to 
their challenge routine. They lay 
down a lot of heels and toes during 
the three minutes they’re on. 

Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore get 
the headline honors. Miss Moore's 
stepping easily topping the bill. Col- 
lectively their song and patter score 
nicely. Occasionally an act hits here 
that knows how to get off a stage 
without taking (1) a nose-dive into 
the wings (2) making an Easter 
parade out of it. Some of the yvoung- 
sters could well afford a gander at 
the Lewis and Moore leave-taking. 

Lester Harding gives a couple of 
pops a good arm waving and tonsil- 
ing. Ted Cook, m.c.. is about as busy 
as a sprinkler system in an 
Why they don’t give this lad some- 
thing to do only the Tower el 

out, 





CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, March 27. 

Having had good luck with two 
previous sawdust festivals 
Christmas holidays, house is staging 
circus this week to get the kids dur- 
ing Easter vacation. Only thing 
lacking are live elephants. which 
paraded down the aisle last year. but 
crix and even news columns are g0- 
ing overboard for the pink jJemonade 


atmosphere. Lobby is decorated with | 


side-show canvasses and pit ork 
dolled up in red coats, heads parade 
down center aisle. 

Colonel Wally Sharpless suffers 
somewhat from trying to be combin- 
ation of ringmaster and vaude m.c., 
but with his whistle he gets by okay 


Clowns, as usual, are pretty bad as 
footlight entertainment, some bits 
not even getting a snicker at n cht 
show caught, but in the afternoons 


the kids contribute plenty g:geies 
Ton act. from every standpoint, is 
Ted Allen, introduced as undefeated 
horse-show pitching champ. Heave1 
and stooge. both in cowboy regalia. 
are just sufficiently lacking in polish 


overrun by | 


on | 


which |} 


igloo. | 


| 
during 


| to seem bona fide and way lad flings | 


| the white iron shoes to pin on other 


| side of stage, knocking cigar out of | 


| stooge’s mouth, over top of blanket 
| completely hiding pin and through 
| legs of stooge as he sits on pin, is 
surefire. 

Lillian St. Leon does some smooth 
equestrian stuff on single horse. Act 
| winds up by inviting kids from audi- 
ence up to step into strap and at- 
tempt to duplicate feats while being 
swung around on derrick. Wooliord’s 
Weenies make novel dog act, since 
dachshunds are unusual performers 
in these parts. Pallenberg’s Bears, one 
big and one small, ride bicycles and 
skooters, and, although wouldn't be 


a riot if bears were common stage 
performers, go over big throush 
rarity. Capt. Pickard and his Seal 
provide the requisite standard seal 
act; but were pretty sloppy at pe 
formance caught 

Great Johnson gets nice hand fo1 
contortionist routine on table and 
trapeze, finishing by tying self into 
knot and spinning downward with 
jawhold on end of rope. Liazeed 
Arabian trouve vary usual car.- 
wheels, tumbling and tower stands 
enough to give show flash wind-up 

Pic is ‘A Family Affair’ (Metro) 


Biz oke at mats but off at night 
Craig. 


PALACE, CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, March 26 
Nat Holt, chief advocate of vaude 
in these paSs_ures, ties up a somewnat 
gaudy yet smart Easter package fo 


Palace. ‘Ready, Willing and Able’ 
(WB) on screen but addition of Ina 
Ray Hutton on stage makes bill a 
Satisfying grosser. 

La Huiton’s femme orchestra 


dove-tails in for a flash that is car- 


can hold their own anywheres. Fo: 


example, Clyde Hager, Arren & 
Broderick, who cop bigger hands 
than topliner. It isn’t an expensive 


show but so. well-spotted 


Miss Hutton’s musical 
slicker than last season’s 
Band also stutters on one 
| medley but gals put the 


ber, 


heat 


| mented’ and ‘Susie-Q.’ 
| improved brass section. 
struts her figure to advantage 


hard. Perhaps because 


} 


| works 


| three times, 
| skintight dresses. 


Pace of act is picked up by Margie 
| Palm, supple in acrobatics, and Win- 
| stead Trio’s corking harmony that 
Latter’s rival for applause 
honors is team of Arren & Broderick, 


| clicks big. 


| veteran opera burleskers. While 
vious visits, Charlotte Arren’s gifted 
pantomime is as much of a how! as 
her screeching high C’s. 
cally ignores amplifier like 
troupers of old school but shouldn't; 
without it house misses some of her 
best gag-lines. 

Clyde Hager’s ‘Street Faker’ take- 
off is still well liked and a reliable 
laugh-getter. As opener his selling 
of gimmicks and staccato cracks in- 
instantly warm up audience, 
especially after his potato-peeling 


bit. Closers are Six De Cardos, 
whose work on_= springboards is 
highly expert but not snappy 





enough. Caught on Good Friday, en- 
| tire show was handicapped by cold 
| house but Saturday’s crowd was in a 
more amiable mood. 


| 


| Teatro Cine Roma, N. Y. 


(ITALIAN VAUDFILM) 


ers. Show is overlong and has few 
| bright spots. 
on talent. And not much enthusiasm 
from sparse attendance. 


Bill includes an 8-gal line, ball- 
room duo, femme warbler, a tenor 
,and a mixed comedy threesome. 
| Nearest thing to a flash in the lot is 

the gal terper, who’s okay on looks 
; and fairly graceful. Hard to tell how 
, good the dance pair, Rolando and 
Verditta, could be under easier cir- 
cumstances, because the house band 
; (13-piece crew on the stage rear) 
| 





never hands them a chance. Rou- 
tines are stereotype and costumes 
okay. 


Tony Mendez chorus not so forte 
on the hoofing, but contributes one 
decorative fanner routine. Gals obvi- 
ously don’t speak Italian and stum- 
bled badly when the script called for 

| them to speak even a couple of 
| words. Passable lookers. 

Gilda Musitano, soprano, and Fran- 
cesco Lo Savio, tenor, have adequate 
pipes and fair warbling skill. Sut 
| neither is at home behind footlight 

and their dramatic efforts are pain- 


ful. Gal no speakum Italian 

Most of the time is taken by the 
comedy trio, Gigi Mattioli, Carlo 
Garuffi and Corradina Corradcit 


Much lengthy spieling, but few 
laughs. Whole show needs rehearsal 
Direction is so bad that stage is left 
| entirely vacant several times whil: 
| the audience waits for an act to grab 


at 


the cue. 

3ills runs 62 minutes. Feature pic 
is ‘Daro’ Un Milione.” Also Movie- 
tone newsreel. Hobe. 


| ried out in eye-opening lobby pos't- 
ers. Instead of skimping on support- 
ers, house pencils in several acts that 


and 
briskly-tempoed that customers think 
they're getting a lot for their dough. 
With exception of only one num- 
act 1s 
edition. 
overlong 
on 
some trickier arrangements of “Tor- 
Numbexs | 
| like ‘Nola’ go over strongest, with 
Bandleader 
and 
of 
| former ribs, she changes gowns only 
but they’re glittery, 


we 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


their stuff's too familiar from pre- | 


Gal practi- | 
most | 





| else around here in the way of house 
| lines. 


Pullen. | 


Pretty tough going for the custom- | 


Badly staged and slim | 
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‘ ST. LOUIS, ST. L. 


St. Louis, March 26. 
Johnny Perkins, in his 10th week 
as m.c., Jack Prince, a third week 
h.o. for a record of current season, 
and Roxyettes grabbing as much 
audience approval as some of name | 
acts are just a few of high lights of | 





Easter show at Fanchon & Marco 
combo St. Louis theatre. 

Seventy-five-minute stage show, | 
with ‘Love Is News’ (20th) on screen, 


opens with Perkins coming from be- | 
tween curtains behind which Joe 
Winters’ tooters play. He vcxtend 

Easter greetings to mob out front 
and puls everyone in mood for en- 
tertainment. Vivian Ryan, one of 
gals in line, comes on to sing ‘Some- 


thing Came and Got Me in the 
Spring’ in acceptable manner and 
Roxyettes troop in for’ colorful 


pring routine and a background for 
Wynn Hitt, who draws approval fo: 
his hoofing As gals retire behind 
Venetian blind, Large & Morgner. 
two one-legged hand balancers, in 
next slot, do some stuff that is bet 
ter than similar acts have shown 
here this season and draw hand for 
their efforts. 

Perkins, with a couple of new 
stories, introduces Dick and Leota 


Nash, who offer singing, rope tricks 


and eccentric hoofing. Gal does a 
novel turn as she strips to scanty 


tire while whirling a lassoo around 


herself. Then on comes Jack Price 
and 19-year-old lad, scores handily 
with his warbling of ‘Sweetheart of 


Sigma Chi’ and ‘Basin Street Blues.’ 


At insistence of sittees, Prince, ac- 
companied by cello, clarinet and 
trumpet from ork, sings ‘Star Dust,’ | 


and only after he vocalizes ‘I'll See 
You Again’ do the customers let 
him go, 


Line comes on for a smart Colonial | 
routine, with four of ‘em doing a} 
clever ballet number and, as gals de- | 
part, Winters cops a big hand with a 
violin solo. Hitt does another ball- 
room routine and yields to Perkins, 
who sings ‘Dream Mother’ with sen- 
timental recitation apropos of Easter | 
season, 

Next slot is reserved for Sylvia & 
Clements, two gals who sing, gag, do 
a tap routine through a_ whirling 
rope, a lot of rough-house tumbling 
that customers ate up. After them 
come Harris and Howell, back from 
a European tour, and these negro 
comics have an unidentified stooge 
who is one of the fastest hoofers to 
grace this house since its reopen- 
ing last fall. Howell clicks with his 
droll stories and Harris repeats with 
his singing and violin playing. Then 
the line garners its share of approval 
by a walking ball routine, gals dis- 
playing remarkable ability to man- 
euver three-foot wooden balls 
around apron in nice formations, as 
they fought to keep their balance 
during 6 min. routine, which is prob- 
ably the most strenuous they have 
been called on to perform. Bill, one 
of best presented during season, 
comes to close as Perkins calls prin- 
cipals from behind curtain for further 
applause, Biz on upbeat. Sahu. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, March 27. 

Topping everything else on this 
bill, both from the point of work- 
manship and of audience reaction, is 
the house line. Girls do two rou- 
tines in the stage-band presentation 
which would be a credit to regular 
specialty performers, and costumed 
as this house always dresses them, 
they are absolutely above anything 


First routine which opens the last | 
half of the show is a difficult tap | 
with a lot of trick steps, and second, 
which closes the bill, is an acrobatic 
number with the girls doing single 
and double specialties. Costumes in 
neither appearance are particularly 
expensive, but they have all the sex 
appeal, flash, and sportiness that a 
house catering to families could want. 


Acts themselves are a hodge-podge 


| show 








lot. some good, some bad, and some 
with a chance of doing more than 
iust getting by. Two of the latter. 
the Five Wandas, and Radcliffe and 
Rogers, could, with a few changes. 
some tightening up here and there, 
get out of the class of family time. 

Five Wandas, okay as oveners here. | 
would be still better if they worked 
a little faster, and got a new finish. 
With five people on the stage, two 
women and three men. there isn't) 
much reason for waits between 
teeterboard tricks or acrobatic stuff. | 

Other act that isn’t doing itself jus- | 
tice, Radcliffe and Rogers, presents | 
more difficulty. First. they need new 
material in both chatter and song, 
and second, they need a good pro- 
ducer to help them get the most from 
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Nitery Reviews 


Harlem Uproar House 


(NEW YORK) 
‘A nude deal in night life,” the 
catchline the downtown Harlem Up- 


| roar House is using, gives a line on 


what may be expected in the colored 
which opened here Sunday 
night (28). Several strip numbers of 
a daring character are 


woven into 


the show, one being a rousing cooch- 
Fitzgerald, 

with the 
the waist 


type of dance by Lillian 


Another is a double 


to 
Show is billed as ‘Opera to Uproar’ 
and was put together by Billv K, 
Wells. Special lyrics and music 
by Doris and Fred Fishe: 
dances were staged by 
Mosconi and Leonard 
color song material w: 
by Porter Grainger. 


girl 
member stripped 


aire 
while 
Chai les 
Harper. Off- 
contributed 


The entertainment is hot. show 
moves along at a fast pace and in at 
least two sepians, Velma. Middleton 
and Bily Adams, the lineup has two 
particularly surefire artists. Miss 
Middleton is the Kate Smith type. 


She tops her singing, however, with 
some rolling splits as a surpriser in 
view of her avordupois. Adams 
tures tricky tap work, 


fea- 


Freddie and Ginger team. billed as 
the Astaire and Rogers of Harlem. do 


|}an ‘Annapolis to Harlem’ routine, 
featuring taps, both very fast and 
clever. One of the more bluish 


and burlesque-type routines is put on 


by Willie Jackson and Mae Brown, 


| former as an elevator operator, latter 


as a telephone girl. It’s rough, 
they like that sort of thing here. 

The scorching jungle number. with 
Willie Jackson creating considerable 
fun as King of Witchcraft. is made 
the setting for the dance double in 
which the girl goes through in on a 
strip. A second stripper is also 
worked into this session, Lovely 
Lane, Dez Lloyd, singer, and Erskine 
Hawkins, trumpeter, who heads the 
band here, figure in a street number 
built around the song, ‘When Louie 
from St. Louis Plays the St. Louis 


but 


Blues.’ It is well-staged. Hawkins’ 
dansapation, incidentally, is among 
the top of the town. 


Babe Wallace is the m.c. and con- 
ducts his chores effectively. Four 
shows a night is the policy. Char, 


MERRY-GO-ROUND 


(BROOKLYN) 


With Al Levey, connected with 
Brooklyn brewing family, replacing 
Oriental bankrollers, Harold Stern 
reopened his recently shuttered 
second-story nitery in Brooklyn's 
Times Sq. Original opening was 
under guidance of Chinese, but only 
indication of that now is a few 
Chinese dishes on the menu. Other 
alterations are in show which, while 
not entirely without merit, does not 
quite par the preceding Fanchon & 
Marco revues, eliminated to lower 
the nut. 

As in the case of F. & M., Bob 
Calvert, producer, has a tough time 
building any kind of a show around 
giant pillar running through center 
of show and dance floor to the sub- 
way below. Production numbers are 
average beaut parades in various 


costumes. Specialists are Mickey 
Mallory, Freddie Bernard, Marion 
Joyce, Jeanne Jordan and Gloria 
O'Neill. 


Miss Mallory opens and delivers 
speedy tap routines, hitting off best 
in her ‘Hungarian Rhapsody.’ Marion 
Joyce, singer from station WOR, is 


| limited because of poor p.a. system, 


Girl indicates some clever 
ments. Misses Jordan and 
(Jeanne and Gloria) have a 
act which is unsuitable for any but 
nite spots. Girls do a lesbo routine 
that almost reaches extremes, but is 
carefully kept away from grossness, 
Both are graceful and goodlooking. 
Freddie Bernard, m.c. and singer 
of Harry Richman school, does the 
customary introing. He betters first 
impressions with his singing. Harold 
Stern’s band is in for the show and 
dance music and pleases in both de- 
nartments. Band moves up to New 
Kenmore hotel, Albany, N. Y., next 
week with Frank Dailey’s crew re- 
placing. Hurl, 


arrange- 
O'Neill 


dance 





——— 


the end of every vhrase. and a knee 


spread in the middle of them. Too 
| often to be funny. Appeared here 
in suntan make-up, suntan dress, 


aluminumed finger nails, and black- 
bang effect. 

Ruskin and Norman, man and 
woman comedy team, aren't so com- 
ical. Might be, but the stuff they 
use is too old, stuff such as her stand- 


it. Both colored Loys have what it! ing behind him while he sings, using 
takes. comedy, voice. and a little | her arms for his, sand dancing for 
dancing ability. but the act is slin- | train effect. and her whistle isn’t bad. 
hod. and can stand a lot of improve- | Closing the bill is Ward. Pinkie 
ment | and Terrv. introduced as being will- 
In the deuce spot is Master Eu-!| ing to kill themselves for a Jaugh. 
gene. xvlophonist. and not a juvenile | Maybe they want the payment tn ad- 
as his billing would infer, though | vance They didn't even breek a 
still young. Spotted right, and wa leg here, and while the two brows 
okay here as a straight presentation | and the girl all took some hard falls 
of hot xylophone playing. minu in their knockabout routine, the act 
comedy or anv embellishments such | wa » slow even the low motion 
usually used by such acts An- i hit didn’t see to change the pace. 
other in the okay class was Anni] ans 
Suter. singing woman single Witl Busine just fair for firet show on 
no sock material, and a bad, bad} onening a Picture Woman of 
habit of beating on her stomach at} Glamor ‘ol), Loop. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (April 5) 


THIS WEEK (March 29) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





ALBANY 
Keith's (1-3) 
H' wood Hotel 
BOSTON 
Keith's (1) 
N T G Rev 

Charmion 
(25) 


tev 


Reillys 
Cappy Barra Ens 
Medley & Dupree 
Mary Raye Naldi 
Grace & Nico 
Eton Boys 
Corinne 
4 Kraddocks 
CHICAGO 
Palace (2) 
Benny Meroft Orc 
(26) 
Gautier s Steeplec’se 
Mary Small 
Edgar Whennedy 
Mells Kirk & H 
Gomez & Winona 
CAaNCINNATI 
Palace (2) 
Pryor Orc 
(26) 
*World's Fairest’ 
Cilly Feindt 
Diamonds 
Paul Regan 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (2) 
Gautier’s Steeplec'se 
_— 


> . 
LOWeL 





Samuels Bros & H 
Frances Arms 
Mells Kirk & H 
Stepin Fetchit 
Gomez & Winona 
(26) 
DeCardos 
Clyde Hager 
Arren & Broderick 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Margie Palm 


COLUMBUS 
Palace (26) 
Olsen & Johnson 
DAYTON 
Keith's (26) 
Count Bernivici Rev 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (2) 
Leon Errol’'s Rev 

(26) 
Benny Meroff 
Ruthie Barnes 
Ray Vaughn 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (1) 
At Home Abroad 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (31) 
Fred Waring Co. 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s (1-3) 
Fats Waller Ore 
Lang Sis 
Conway & Parks 


Orc 








Radio City Music 


A. Robins 


Master Merry Maker 


NOW 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH, Radio City 


Hall, New York 




















Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (1) 
Ted Lewis Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (2) 
Don Redman Ore 
Buck & Bubbles 
Berry Bros 


| Salici’s Puppets 


RICHMOND 
Loew's (2) 
Major Bowes Bd 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (2) 
Kay, Katya &°K 
Fray & Braggiotti 
Medlew & Dupree 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (31) 
Eddy Duchin Bd 
Neila Goodelle 
Calgary Bros 
Mildred Law 
AUSTIN 
Capitol (2-4) 
Bell's Hawaiians 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (2) 
Winni Shaw 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Revel Baxter & D 
Roy Atwell 
Rickard 
Enrica & Novella 
Jansleys 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (2) 
Weir Bros 
Stadler & Rose 
Frazee Sis 
Oriental (2) 


DENISON 
Rialto (28) 
Bell's Hawaiians 

DENTON 
Texas (6 only) 
Bell's Hawaiians 

DETROIT 
Michigan (2) 











Lucille Paige 
Aaren & Broderick 
Silly Feindt 
Craddocks 
Roxeyettes 
Reynolds & White 


MONTREAL 
Loew's (2) 
Masters & Rollins 

Owen McGivney 
Red Skelton 
Mattison’s Rhythms 
Sally Irene & Mary 
; TORONTO 
Shea’s (2) 





Olsen & Johnson Co 


Dave Apollon Co 





Warner 





PHILADELPHIA 
Allegheny (5-7) 
Edad & Tom Hickey 

Hardeen 
(8-10) 
Frank & P Trado 
Top Hat Rhythms 
((1-3) 
A&M Havel 
4 Robeys 
Karle (2) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
(26) 
‘Greenw'h Vil Se’dls 
Mitchell & Durant 
Fox (2) 
Virginia Lee 
Lathrop Bros 
Al Bernie 
Lesier Cole 
(26) 
Virginia Lee 
Lathrop Bros 
Al Bernie 
Lester Cole Co 
Nixon (7-9) 
Kirby & Duval 
(31-2) 
Mack & Fay 


Co 


Goss & Barrows 
Hardeen 

Oxford (8-10) 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Hardeen 

(1-3) 

Birdland 
Jack Gilford 
Mack Bros & Rita 
Peggy Roberts Co 

PITTSBURGH 

Stanley (2) 
‘Harlem on Parade’ 
Don Redman 
Buck & Bubbles 
Berry Bros 
Maud Russell 
Ella Mae Waters 
Louise McCarroll 


(26) 
Roger Pryor Ore 
Jackie Heller 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (2) 
Ray & Trent 
King & Sinclair 2 
Art Frank Co 
Eton Boys 
(26) 





3 Brodell Sis 


Jan Garber Orc 





Independent 





CHICAGO 

State Lake (6) 
Dare & Yates 
Reis & Dunn 
Bob Easton & O 
D & E Barstow 
(One to fill 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (2) 
Rand Rev 
& doe Mandel 
Kelly 
Roye & Maye 
Ned Coupland 
Thrillers 
Eva Garza 





Rangerettes 


KANSAS CITY, Mo 
Tower (2) 
Joe Arena Co 
Conville & Dale 
Bob Hall 
Ted Cook 
MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (31) 
Allen & Kent 
3 Randall Sis 
Leonara Beli Jump: 
Roscoe Ates 
Michon Br s 
NEW ORLEANS 
St. Charles (2) 


Crastonians 
CHADWELL 
Palace 
Doreen 
Jewell & Warriss 
Hobart 3 
CHELSEA 
Palace 
Wilfred Greene 6 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Younkman’s Bd 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Dinkie Denton 3 
Leslie Strange 
Griffiths Bros & L 
Premier 
Doreen 
Jewell & Warriss 
Hobart 3 
EDGWARE ROAD 
Grand 
Shaw & Weston 
Ronald Gourley 
Andre & Curtis 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
& Carlton Sis 


H’/TH 





D& J King Ray & Harrison 
Mary McCormic Large & Morgner 
Week of March 29 
Astoria D. H. 35 Terry Juves 

Michel & Arnova ILFORD 
Canterbury M. H. Super 
Apache Acc'rd'’n Bd] ‘Songs from Films’ 
Dominion KILBURN 
Hutch Grange 
New Victoria Shaw & Weston 
Duncan's Collies Renald Gourley 
BRIXTON Andre & Curtis 
Astoria LEWISHAM 
Rimacs Palace 
BROMLEY Johnson Clark 
Gaumont G & J D’Ormonde 
Johnson Clark N’man Wheeler & Y 
G & J D’'Ormonde LEYTONSTONE 
N'’man, Wheeler & Y Rialte 
CAMDEN TOWN Leslie Strange 
Gaumont NEW CROSS 
Josef Blank Co Kinema 
Arnaut Bros Murphy & Mack 


Castelli & Yorke 
Vine More & Nev'd 
PECKHAM 
Palace 

Murphy & Mack 
Castelli & Yorke 
Vine More & Nev'd 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 
Mito 3 
Arnaut Bros 
STRATEORD 
Broadway 
‘Songs from Films’ 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Carroll. Levis Co 
Palace 
Chris Charlton 
Sobsky's Dogs 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Freddie Forbes 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Younkman’s Bd 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Troise Mandoliers 





Provincial 





ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Jack Anthony 
Bond Rowell 
Hilda Meacham 
Neller & Clare 
12 Sherman F Gls 
Carson Sis 
Dennis Boys & R 
ALDERSHOT 
Hippodrome 
Phyllis Robins 
King & Hubert 
Haver & Lee 
Len Bermon 
Lloyd & Beatty 
Ernie Dillon 
Bud Cordell 
Revene Cousins 
ASHTON UNDER 
LYNE 
Empire 
Joe Boganny Co 
3 Australian Boys 
Montague & Craven 
BARNSLEY 
Ritz 


Packard Chinese Bd 
Chevalier Bros 
Lucille Benstead 
Reco & May 
BECKENHAM 
Regal 
Krakajax 
Dolinoff & Raya Sis 
Bruce Bairnsfather 
Bert Weston 
BEXLEY HEATH 
Regal 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Beryl Orde 
& Step Sis 
Fred Hudson 
CARLISLE 
Lonsdale 
Ronald Frankau 
Louis Almaer 
Masu & Yuri 
Royce & King 
EASTBOURNE 
Luxor 
Ganjou Bros & J 
Raymond Bennett 
Michel & Hero 
Mona Grey 
ECCLES 
Broadway 
Lorandos 
EDINBURGH 


Royal 
Bliss’s ‘Blackbirds’ 
ELTHAM 
Palace 

5 Ebonites 
Stanley & Young 
Wyn & Ivy 
Taro Naito 
GLASGOW 
Paramount 
Ragtime Octet 
Pavilion 
Herschel Henlere 
Frank Wilson 
El Ray & Dorothy 
Donoghue & R'mis’y 
M'rwoode & Rich'ds 
Bonita Sis & N 
% Miller Bros 
Gaston & Andree 
GRAVESEND 
Ma jestie 
Scott Sanders 
Skating Jewels 
Anna Rogers 
Paddy Drew 
HASTINGS 
Regal 





Royal Bell _Ringers 


Terry's Stars 





Week of March 29 


HUDDERSFIELD 
Ritz 
Devito Denny 4 
Browning & Starr 
K & J Winnon 
Van Dock 
IPSWICH 
Ritz 
Bower & Rutherf'd 
La Palette 
Basyl 
Melvilles 
KINGSTON 
Empire 
Geo Robey 
Houston & Stuart 
Gautier’s Brickl’y'rs 
3 Manley Bros 
4 Robinis 
Jaconelli 
Union Cinema 
4 Franks 
Vic Moreton 
Nora Williams 
2 Lindners 
LANCASTER 
Grand 
Kiltie Jrs 
Andos Fam 
Holmes & Edwards 
Susan & Pat 
Demain 
Harry Moore 
Chas Seltzer 
E & S Stanton 
LUTON 
Alma 


D Wakefield Co 
6 Clevettes 

Don & Dorette 
Culpit & Glenrose 


LIVERPOOL 


Paramount 
Daniels & Lyons 
& C Culley 
MAIBENHEAD 

Rialto 
El Cubano’s Bad 
Stanford & McN 
Philco 4 
Pratova & Jules 
MAIDSTONE 
Kitz 
Pantzer’s Midgets 
Desmond & Ray 
Wheeler & Wilson 


B 
H 


Nina M 
Brasellos 
Harry Hemsley 
Cliff Cook 
PLYMOLTH 
Palace 
‘It's an Idea’ 
SOLTHEND 
Rivoli 
4 Aces 
Pointer 3 
Satsuma & Ona 
TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS 
Ritz 
Mexano's Bad 
Liptonettes 
Frank Braidwood 
Kondo & Harko 


UXBRIDGE 


McKinney 


Regal 
El Cubano’s Bd 
Stanford & MeN 
Philco 4 


Pratova & Jules 
WINDSOR 
Royalty 

Arconas 

Jack Daly 

Thelmina 

Fred Lewis 





Elliott 


Buddy Martin 


| Neil 


Cabaret Bills 


a ee 





Bertolotti’s 
Frank Craven 
Rita Eiescu 
Ann White 
Jimmy Whalen Ore 


Gill's Gay 90’s 
Yvette Rugel 
Rudy Madison 
Joseph E Howard 
Ted Beyer 
Kithe!t Gilhert 
Gus Wicke 
Will Ward 
brass Rail 
Golden Ore 
3 Continentals 
Sid Teicholz 
Cafe Bali 
Farmer 
Eddie Lambert 
Vivian Ray 
The Lincolns 
Gene Archer 
Virginia Smith 
teina Dell 
Wanda Mara 
Roger Sieele Ore 
Jack Wallace Ore 
Club Mirador 
Marcie Hart 
Buddy Wagner 
Jean MeCavley 
Caliente 
Joe Herbdert 
Oshins & WLessy 
Soo Tine 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Catiente Cabelleros 
Chatena Moderne 
Marilyn Gaynor 
Allan Foster 
Al Apollon Ore 


Club 
John 
Al 
Shirley 
Neil 

Club Yumuri 


Antonio & Carito 
Sarita Herrara 
Rosita Ortega 
Don Hilberto Ore 
Cotten Club 
Ethel Waters 
Geo D Washington 
Nicholas Bros 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Bessie Dudley 
3 Giants of R’yth’'m 
Ivie Anderson 
Alan & Anise 
Mardo Brown 
May Digges 
Wen Talbert Choir 
Ed Mallory Orch 
Bill Bailey 
Jack Dempsey’s 
Phil Romano Ore 
Carl & L Bonner 
Du Pierrot’s 
Joe Feser Ens 
Jane Stanley 
Tom & Charlie 
Louise Brydon 
Kl Chico 
Chita 
Lon Rancheros 3 
Adelina Duran 
Carlos Montoya 
Maclovia & Candido 
Rosita Rios 
Don Alberto Ore 
El Merocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
El Toreador 
Los —jedas 
Pedro Via Bd 
French Casino 
Adalet 
Feral 


Chic 


Ore 


Howdy 
Adams 
Benson 
Watts 
Stone 


Benga 
Betiy Brite 
Betty Bruce 
Florence Chumbecos 
Hilda Elifonte 
Rolf Holbein 
Johnny Co 
Xavier Lemercier 
7 Maravillas 
Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 
Fiorence Spencer 
Tullah & Myi 
Iris Wayne 

Vega Asp 

Rudolf Friml, Jr. 
V Travers Ore 
C Cromwell Ore 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 

Aileen Cook 

Vera Dunn 

Peter Randall 

Ann Stuart 

Duryea's Dolis 

Variety 4 

Clyde Brennan Ore 


Harlem Uproar 
Erskine H’wkins Bd 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Edna Mae Holley 
Eddie Harron 
B, Castle & Scott 
Mae Brown 
Willie Jackson 
Tiny Bunch 
Lovey Lane 
Fairbanks Sis 
Dee L McKay 
Ebony Rascals 
Fred & Ginger 
Edwards Sis 
Pauline Brvant 
Thelma Middleton 


Ilielory louse 


Joe Marsala Ore 
Adele Girard 
Chas Teagarden 
Stuart & Darrow 
Eddie Condon 
sunny Berrigan 
H'lyw'd 
Benny Fields 

Joe & Beity Lee 
Marion & Irma 
Jack Waldron 
Ruth Brent 
Marion Martin 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 


Hotel 
Dick 


Kes! anurans 


Ambassador 
Gasparre Or 
Marty Golden 
Cobina Wright 
Hildecarde Halliday 
Robert Bard 
Dolores 
Fairfax C 
Vincent 


Burgher 
Bragali Or 
flotel Astor 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
red Lowery 





Grena Sloan 
Methba Meltsing 


NEW YORK CITY 


Emily Van Loesen 
Chas Hoffman 
Stanley Worth 
Robert Lytell 
Fiorenzos 

Walton & Joanne 


Hotel Biltmore 
Carl Hoff Ore 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Bob McCoy 
A & Y King 
Larry Cotton 
Art Thorsen 
Jerry Bowne 
Dick Morgan 
Burton Pierce 


Hotel Commodore 
Helen Wynne 
Janis Williams 
Dolly Arden 

Freda Sullivan 
Don & S Jennings 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 

3 Esquires 


Hotel Edison 
Bobby Hayes Ore 
Ralph Torres 
Theodora Brooks 
Oscar Deye 
Muriel Wyrd 
3ob Berry 


Hotel 
N Brandewynne Or 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 

Essex Troubadours 
Hotei Wilth Ave 
Roy Strum Ore 
Hotei Governor 

Clinton 


Essex Uouse 


Stuart Jules 
Kay Marshall 
Ray O'Hara Ore 
Hotel Half Moon 
(Brooklyn) 
Rosine Rowland 
Bobby Holt 
Manya Aver 
Marion Kaye 
Ken Casey Orc 
Hlotel Lexington 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Lioyd 
Alotel Lincoltos 
(sham Jones Orc 
Hotel McAlipia 
Enoch Light Ore 
Mary Danis 
A Gonzales Eus 
Muriel Sherman 
Hotel Montetatr 
Coral Islanders 
Hal Hope Ore 
Bill Lincoln 
George Tordy 
Ann Courtney 
Jules Losch 
Hotel Murray Hil 
(Fountain Room) 
Dolores Farris 
Ruth Kidd 
Frank McCormick 
Will Oakland 
Eleanor Bowers 
Ray Sadler 
Willard Keeler Orc 
Santiona & ¥Fairc'ld 
flotel New Yorker 


Leon Belasco Ore 
Serge Flash 
Andy Iona Ore 
Andrews Sis 
Peppino & Beatrice 
Rose Blaine 
Tiny Wolf 
Sonny Schuyler 
Hotel Park Centra) 
Tic Toe Girls 
Jerry Biaine Orc 
Roscoe Ails 
Ruth Denning 
C & Carmencita 
Elaine & Barry 
Dorothy Jeffers 
Sandino & F’child 
Betty Lewis 
Buddy Browp 
Clark Ringwalt 
Men of Man'tan 
Hotel Park Lane 
Junior Raphael Ore 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Benny Goodman Bd 
Bernhard & Grah’m 
Frances Hunt 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Trent Patterson 
Toni Gave 
Arno & Zola 
Jerry Stewart 
Dave Schooler Ore 
Motel Plaza 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Ove 
Will McCune Ore 


Hotel Roosevett 


8 Internationals 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
H Claire & Sh'nnon 
Lime 3 

Edna Janis 

Senor Wences 

4 Kraddocks 

Zoska 

Senor Wences 
Durelle 

Afrique 

Basil Fomeen Ore 
Arman Vecsey Ore 


Hotel Save, -Plazo 
Dwight Fiske 
Emile Pett) Ore 
Habaneras Ore 


Hotel Shelton 
Peggy Dolan 
Bob Lockridge 
Joseph Zatour Ore 
Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 

Eli Dantzwig 
3 Mack Bros 
Rita 


Hotel Sherry 
Netherland 

Tania & Kirsoft 
Gen Lodiijensky 
Raphael 
Lubov Doeubiago 
Nicholas Zorin 
Serge Sergey 
Catherine Grey 
Alex Bunchuk Orc 


Hotel St. Morit» 


Miaco 

4lex Botkin Ens 
Evelyn Case 
Cliff Newdahl 





Tack Sherr Ore 





Iilis Deon 
Grisha 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Emil Coleman Or 
Charles Palumbo 
Boy-Foy 
M Abbott Co 
Paul Gerrits 
Hote! Taft 
Geo, Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Johnny McKeever 
Emperors of R’yt'm 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Goodelle’ & Farries 
Dorothy Howe 
fiote! Waldort- 
Astoria 
Leo Reisman 
Edgar Bergen 
Xavier Cugat 
Eve Symington 
Georges & Jalna 
Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Orc 
Hotel Westin 
Alex Fogarty 
Charlie Wright 


Ore 


Ore 


Larue 
Lita Lope 
Paul Duke 
cad Furman 
Billy Lorraine 
Lynne Gordon 
Diana Ward 
Peggy Strickland 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Laurel-in-Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Terry Green 
viona & Marina 
Fred Berhens Ore 
Le Mirage 
Roberta Jonay 
Roy Rector 
Maryon Dale 
Marie Almonte 
Donald & Drima 
Siboney Rhumba 4 
Voodoo Dancers 
Wanda Goll 
Harry Horton Ore 
Cookie Williams Or 


Leon & Eddie's 





| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


| 


|} Ruby 


| Renee 


Helen Bates 
Boris Koretzky Ens 
Tony Sarg Co 
Mon Paris 
Versatile 3 
Lady S Wilkins 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
Laurence White 
Marion Pierce 
Onyx Club 
Avon Johnson 
Don Lambert 
6 Spirits of Rhythm 
Stuff Smith Ba 
Paradise 
Irene Beasley 
Janice Anore 
Richard & Carson 
Barto & Mann 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Mary Roland 
Florence & Alvarez 
Johnny Russell 
Jay Freeman Ore 
Glen Hutton Ore 
Rainbow Grih 
Deutsch Ore 
Evalyn Tyner 
Cc & L Bonner 
Jerry Goff 
Jack Kerr 
Ariel Perry 
Rainbow Room 
Newman Orc 
Holland & Hart 
de Jarnette 
Alec Templeton 
Eddie LeBaron 
Round Room 
Nellie Paley 
Rosa Burnett 
Royal Box 


Joe Zelli 
tachel Carlay 


Emery 


Ore 


| Pearl] 2 


| 


| 


[ris Adrian 
William Farmer Orc | 
Lane, Tree & Ed 


The Barancos 

Billy Reed 

Haywood & Allen 

Lee Perrin 

Royal Duo 

Salome-Salome 
Madeleine's 

Lucille 

Jill 

Joe Grey 3 

Merry-Go-Round 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Helen Sinclain 


Versailles 
Josephine Huston 
Paul Sydell & Spot 
Condos Bros 
Meadowbrook Boys 

Village Barn 


Larry McMahon 
5 Flying Whirlos 
Willie Solar 
M Montgomery 
Barnet & Parker 
Iva Kitchell 
Bourbon & 
Jean Kirk 
Hank Ramsey 
Johnny Russell 
Ruth Craven 
Tex Lewis Cowboys 
Yacht Club 


Jerry Lester 
Doris Rhodes 
Terry Green 
Frances Faye 
Lillian Lovey 
Wilkins & James 
3° Diplomats 

Art Stanley Ore 


Baine 


LOS ANGELES 


Bali 
Bruz Fletcher 
Charles Lawrence 


Beverly Wilshire 

Ruth Robin 

Larry Lee Ore 
Biltmore Bow) 


3 Radio Rogues 
Pierre & Temple 


Jimae Co 
Eddie Rio Co 
Tommy Wonder 


Dick Webster 
Joy Hodges 
Marion Daniels 
3 Rhythm Rascals 
Fred Scott 
Enrico Rh'ba Ore 
Jimmy Grier Ore 
Cafe Casanova 
B Grey & J Bergen 
Casanova Ore 
Loretta Lee 
Gus Van 
Betty Keane 
Cafe ia Mare 
Park Ave Boys 
Stan Clair Ore 
Clover Club 
Bob Grant Orc 
Rhumba Bd 
Cecoannt Grove 
The DeMarcos 
Bill Roberts 
Les Parker 
Joe Mashay 
Joe Reichman Orc 
El Mirador 
Dorothy Clare 
Wally Vernon 
Ramsdell Girls 
Slim Martin Ore 


Famous Door 
Eddie Beal 
Louis Prima Ore 


Little Club 
Tiny Meredith 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Helen Warner 
Rose Valyda 





Omar’s Dome 
Gallente & Leonardo 
Lurline 
Speck Watkins 
George Redman Orc 


Jeanne Blanche 
Pacific Sunset C!ub 
Peggy Page 

Beth Love 


Carolyn Dyne 
Janet Joraan 
Ray Hall Orc 
Palomar 
3 Flashes 
Eddie Ruton Dogs 
Stanley Hickman 
Muzzy Marcellino 
3 Debutantes 
Hudson Metzger Gls 
Ted Fio Rito 
Varis inn 
Dominic Columbo 
Gabriel J Candino 
Rudy & La Tosca 
Thora Maithaison 
Carmela Montero 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 
Pete Contreili Ore 


Seven Seas 


Lily Gibson 
Lonnie McIntire Or 
Somerset House 
Betty Borden 
Kenny Gardner 
Bill Zerker 
Camille Saray 
Topsy’s 
Pat O'Shea 
Arnold Sis 
Leona Rice 
Maxine Manners 
Jane Morgan 
Irene Berry 
Agnes Johnson 
Al Eldredge Ore 
Teddy & Lee 
Trocadero 
Peggy Fears 
Phil Ohman Orc 
U-Gene’s 
Barbara Back 
Frank Gallagher 
Nellie Becker 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Joe Sanders 
Ruth & B. Ambrose 
Barbara Parks 
Terry & Walker 

Chez Parce 
Edgar Bergen 
Gertrude Neisen 
Bert Irohman 
Lorraine Santschi 
Josephine Buckley 
Miriam Verne 
Henry Busse Orch. 
Don Cummings 


Club Alabam 
Virginia James 
Suddy & Betty 
Bernard & Henry 
Mae Sis 
Art Williams Or: 


Club Mayflower 
3 Variety Boys 
Edna Errico 
3 Short Waves 
Lanny & Leta 
4 Rhythm Girls 
Lou Sales Ore 

Club Minnet 
Alvina Morton 
Dorothy Wall 
Chessin 2 
Simma Laska 
Del Estes 
Jerry Glidden Or: 

Colosimos 
Don Enrico 
Bob Tinsley 
June St. Clair 
Stroud’? 
Louis Miller 





Gould Sis 

Bobby Danders 

B & F Gilbert 
Congress Hotel 

(Casino) 

Bob Crosby Orch. 

Wilkins & Walters 

Olympic Trio 


Chas. Carrer 
Kay Weber 
The Crusaders 
Gay 90's 
Colleen 
Georgia Lucky 
Lew King 


Jules Novit Ore 
Marion Miller 
Joan Houston 
Jean Bradley 
Jack Elkins 
Harry’s N. ¥ 
Cabaret 
Ruddy Walker 
Melba Brian 
Jane Ruby 
suddy & Selma 
Marion Morgan 


ii-Hat 
Billy Snyder 
Sally Gay 


Lombard Sis 
Fanchon Davis 
Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Roem) 
Phil LeVant Ore 
George Wald 
Gretchen Lee 
MeNallie Sis 
Don & S Jennings 


Bert Granoft 
Tod Liebling 





Terry Howard 


Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Grace Kator 
Bene Laeven 
Joe Parlato 
Drake Hotel 


(Silver Forrest) 


Clyde Lucas Orc 
Noble & Donnelly 
Donald Novis 
Stanley Twins 
Paul Gordon 
Fioria Vestoft 


Hotel Edgewater 


ac 
{Marine Room) 
Anson Weeks 
Rodrigo & Francine 
W Jennier & Buddy 
John Hale 
Harriett Smith's Gis 


Hotel Lasalle 
(Blue Fountain 
Room) 
King’s Jesters Ore 
Marjorie Whitney 

Alen & Evans 
Lee Purdy 
Wayne Lorraine 
Liebling & Howard 
Hotel Morrison 
(Terrace Room) 
(Casino Parisien) 
Emil Boreo 
Olive & George 
Enrico Bertolaso 
Georgie Hayes 





3 Bredwins 
Choppy 

Arabel, Rich & M 
Buster Shaver Co. 
Lou Breese Orc 


Hotel Palmer House | 


(Empire Room» | 
June & A. Parrish 
Tito Coral 
Roberts & White 


Bartlett & Hurst 


PHILAD 


Anchorage Inn 


Johnny Graff Ore 
Grace Manners 
James Craig 
Paul Rich 
Honey Sinclair 
Louise & Marten 
Areadia Int'l 
Happy Felton Ore 
Mayfair Girls (38) 
Lois Nixon 
Howard Brooks 
Jack & June Blair 
Ann Kincaid 
Aronomink Farms 
Mildred Bensen 
Lorraine Chevellier 
Joe O'Neil Ore 
John Bailey 
Barritz Cafe 


Doc Anton Ore 

Keil Sis 

Freddie Fasano 
Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 

Meyer Davis Ore 

Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Georgian Room) 

Moe Jaffe Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 

Howard Lanin Orc 

Ralph Brown 

Beth Challis 

Frances Woods 

Billy Bray 

Patsy Ogden 

Ginger 

Teva Gorodetsky Or 


Club Parrakeet 


Sunny Frazer 

Dolly Arlyn 

Dolly Vaughan 

Al Wilson 

Billy Thornton Ore 


Chez Michaud 
Joe Follman Orc 


Embassy Club 
Cecelia Bronson 
Trent Patterson 
Dale King 
Connie Crandall 
Billy Maples 
Cliff Halil 

Evergreen Casino 
Helaine & D'n’lds'n 
Harry Glyn 
Kenny Fryers Ore 
Betty Lane 
Kay Hamilton 
Pablo 
Top Hatter Skaters 


Frank Valumbo’s 
Suez & Mein 

Billy Julian 

Hazel Harmon 

Don & Doresse 
Johnny Boyer 
Eddie De Luca Orc 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Agnes Tolle 
Towne & Knott 
Janis Williams 
D & D Fitz-Gibbons 
Barbara Beiimore 
Titan 3 
8 Texas Rockets 
Jean Travers 
Ross McLean 
Vineent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 
Evan B Fontaine 


Hotel Philadelphian 
(Mirror Room) 

Lewis Sis (3) 

Vivian & Eve Dorn 

Ruthania & M’'lc'’lm 

Don Hooten 

Paul Florenz Girls 

Andre Purdy 

Joy King 

J. Frasetto Ore 

Walter Donahue 

Marty Landis Ore 


Jean & Ralph 


Jean Roulette 
Hal Hixon 
Joe Mapes 
Marcelle Marschon 
Ann Collins 
Kit Kat Kafe 
Billy Keaton 
Millie Wayne 
Ella Gordon 
Dorita Donnelly 
Gate-May Girls 
Bobby Kay Ore 
Margie Smith 
Lambs Tavern 
Joe Landy Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 


(4) 


Marty Bohn 
Jean Dixon 
Nolan, Darling & N 


June DeVoe 
Maude O'Malley 
Nancy Lee 

Mary Lee's 

Nightcap 
Clifford & Wayne 
Melba Boudreaux 
Dolows Farris 





Edith Lang 


Geo Hamilton Orc 
Carl Simpson 
Abbott Dancers 
Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 
Gertrude Holinan 
Cal Varsity & 
Garcia & Perrot 
Sonny & Sonny 
6 Lindy Hoppers 
Ed Rickard 
Red Nicholas Ore 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Stevens Septette 
Donna Day 
Janet Evans 
Frankie Masters Or 
Parody Club 
Phil Kaye 
Molly Manors 
Charlyre Baker 
Millie Travis 
Freddy Janis Ore 
Royale Frolica 
Dolly Kay 
Bill Anson 
Edwards & F 
Pegg, Moore 
Adair & Richards 
Francis Wills 
Jack Hilliard 
Henri Lishon 
Chas Engels Or 
Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 
Dick Hughes 
Sally Keith 
Wallace & Latisha 
Stan Carter 
Yacht Club 
Frances F 
Jackie 
Zee Zee 
Robinson 2 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
885 Club 
Owen & 
Eddie 
Belva 


arney 


Orc 


ive 


May 


Parco 
South 
White 


ELPHIA 


Marion Kingston 
Mary Lee 
Serenaders Ore 
Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ore 
31 Club 
Frances 
Rosita & Carlos 
Fay Benton 
Nick Phillips 
Arthur Shergick 
Nicky Gallucci 
Mary Hubbard 
Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Nathan Familant 
Nils & Nadyne 
Vernon & Vanoft 
Pete Vespe 
Buddy Roberts 
Mickey Familant Or 
1214 Spruce 
Eddie Barnes 
Freddie Steger 
Barbara MacDonald 
Jimmy Blake 
20th Century Tavern 
Barney Zeeman Ore 
Walter Long 
Lee Sis 
Phyliss Sterling 
Joan Merman 
Frankie Hyres 
3 Esquires 
21 Club 
Tommy Monroe 
Warwick Sis 
Sugar Marcelle 
Sally LaMarr 
Sue Chrysler 
Anr Rush 
Helen Heath 
Nancy Barry 
Lolette Girard 
Ubangi Club 
Doc Hyder’s Ore 
Johnny Hudgins 
Norton & Margot 
Deana 
Doris Ruebottom 
Reds & Curley 
Victoria Vigal 
Bobby Evans 
LeRoy McCoy 
Parrish Cafe 
Beth Jennings 
Eleece 
Leon Hiil 
Baby White . 
Vernon Gay 
Lucille Chorus 
Charlie Gaines Ore 
Tony Murray's Cafe 
Harvey Peak Orc 
Tony Barmincita 


Renault 


Gypsy Mooney 
Emily Rea 
Jimmy Paul 


Dutkin’s Rathskeller 
Ruth Brown 
Agnes Nichols 
Cleo Valentine 
vT & Ethel Walker 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Frank Ponti 
Stamp’s Cate 
Fio Hulse 
Danny Montgomery 
Treyes & Melve 
Romain & C 
Eileen Fay 
Jack Hutchinson 
Babe La Tour 
Streets of Paris 
Mary Little 
Moana 
Jimmy Kelly 
Leslie Sis 
Jerry Fine Ore 
Viking Cafe 
Pen Fay Orc 
Leonard Cooke 
Dottie & Dean 
Jean Renne 
Pat Ferry 
Dorothy Back 
Harry Sweeney 
Viking 3 
Walton Root 
Vanessi & deLima 
Randolph Avery * 
Dorothy James 
Chas Verna Ore 
Jack Pomeroy 
Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Bob Merril! 
Gautschi & Sonnet 
Jordon & Grace 
Svdney Golden 
Ilse Hart 
Rose Kirk 
Gregory Quinn ©9o 
Louis Chalkin ©re 
Rathskeller Eldot 
Vacht Club 
Jack Moss 
Betty Ray 
Patricia Robinso' 
Marcia Lee 
Ellen Weymann 
Jane Dell 
Pauline Page 


Viola Klaiss ©: 





wed eiectsy Foti. 


pwns 


” 


a Yon A Raia ie i a 


MR TS» 
vs 


wi 


ieee 


“we " - 
Pa To al 





rel 





Pub 
this 


first 
invi 
wer 
is a 


Rob 
hest 
of t 





& 
| 








a 
| 


~~ 


Wednesday, March 31, 1937 





aa 





BWAY 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 61 














Maxwell Anderson Two-Time Winner DEPORT BI] 


- 


Of N. Y. Critics’ Prize with High Tor 





As generally indicated, ‘High Tor’ 
was the New York critics’ selection 
as the season’s best play, making two 
successive wins for Maxwell Ander- 
son and Guthrie McClintic, latter 
having produced ‘Tor’ and the for- 
mer’s ‘Winterset,’ last season’s win- 
ner. Critics Circle, which started 
picking bests last year, because dis- 
satisfied with the Pulitzer selections, 
precedes latter award by about one 
month. Last season’s Pulitzer win- 
ner was ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ by Robert 
E. Sherwood. 

Anderson has a chance to cop the 
Pulitzer prize again with three en- 
trants in the field, his current con- 
tributions being ‘The Wingless Vic- 
tory’ and ‘Masque of Kings,’ in ad- 
dition to ‘Tor.’ He was not eligible 
last season, because having won 
the prize previously (Both Your 
Houses’). Pulitzer committee, how- 
ever, has knocked out that rule. 
Burgess Meredith played the lead in 
both plays given the nod by the re- 
viewers. 

‘Tor, at the Martin Beck, N. Y., 
a success, although not among the 
gross leaders. Publicity given the 
critics’ selection is expected to up 
the takings. ‘Winterset’ was on tour 
when the award was made last 
spring and, in Philadelphia, the fol- 
lowing performance jumped $400, 
while the improvement was as high 
as $6,000 over week’s stand grosses 
before the play was announced as 
the winner. 


Crities sent out announcements on 


is 


Saturday morning (27), asking that 
it not be released until Monday. 
N. Y. Post’s Broadway columnist 
broke the deadline in Saturday af- 
ternoon’s editions, while Sunday 
drama sections, printed in advance, 
surmised the winner, but did not 
make it official. Previously, the 
News had beat the gun in naming 
the Pulitzer winner, until that com- 
mittee arranged it so that no paper 
would repeat that trick. 


Critics Circle, originally composed 
of first-string reviewers, has taken in 
some drama commentators on week- 
lies and other publications but Rob- 
ert Colerman of the Mirror is not a 
member, These added people are 
associate members, but can vote on 
play selections. Had that not been 
so, the critics might not have come 
to agreement at all. 


Other plays considered were ‘You 
Can't Take It With You,’ ‘Johnny 
Johnson’ and ‘Daughters of Atreus,’ 
both the latter having flopped. In 
the final balloting some critics re- 
fused to vote and at least four dis- 
sented from the ‘Tor’ selection. A 
Silver plaque goes to the winning 
author, presentation to be made to 
Anderson at a dinner, during which 
addresses will be broadcast. 


Plaque will be presented to An- 
derson by the Circle at the Algon- 
quin hotel, N. Y., tomorrow night. 
Occasion will be a dinner followed 
by a half hour broadcast over NBC 


+> 





Canadian Customers 





Visitor influx into New York 
late last week included a con- 
siderable number from Canada, 
where Easter was made a full 
holiday from Thursday (25) on. 
One party of 1,500 came from 
Montreal. That contingent was 
primarily promoted to see 
‘White Horse Inn,’ Center, and 
a special rate of $2 per ticket 
was arranged, house absorbing 
the tax. 

Canadian money was in cir- 
culation among the agencies, 
indicating that the vacationists 
participated in the unusual busi- 
ness during Holy Week. 











blue network of awarding cere- | 


monies from 8 to 8:30 p. m. John 
Anderson will make the presentation 
Speech and Burns Mantle will hand 
Over the plaque. Members of the 
cast. of ‘Tor’ will air a short scene 
from the play. 


LAMBS’ SPRINGTIME 





| 
| 
| 
| 


GAMBOL, APRIL 17 





The Lambs Spring Gambol, second 
Public affair the club will have held 
this season, is dated for April 17 at 
the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Upon 
first announcement to members and 
Mvitations to others, 700 reservations 
Were received. Ballroom’s capacity 
IS around 1,100. 


Spark plug of the affair again is 


obert L. Hague, acting at the be-'| 





hest of William Gaxton, Shepherd | 
of the Lambs. 

‘Penny Wise,’ comedy by Jean 
€fguson Black, to be presented 


*0out April by Juliena Morgan. 











WPA'S HOPE FOR: 
NATL THEATRE: 





| 
Hallie Flanagan, the Federal The- | 


atre Project’s head, addressing her | 
New York staff 
aides, told them that her aim is to 
establish a national theatre out of 
the WPA’s relief show project. Mrs. 


and department 


| Flanagan dislikes reference to the 
| FTP as a relief agency, and never 
‘Tor’ with details of how they voted, | 


uses the term. 

WPA theatre project offices are 
now under one roof, all branches, 
which were spotted here and there 
around mid-town, having moved to 
the Chanin building 
avenue and 42d street, where «the 
sixth, seventh and eighth floors have 
been leased. Quarters are elaborate | 


at Lexington | 














LEGIT ol 
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Lent’s Exit Stanza Gives 
‘Women’ $21,125, ‘Regina’ 
(in 56th Week) $18,500, 
Cornell’s Two Plays $17,- 
000, ‘Daughter’ $16,000 


BUT PIX N.S.G. 


Most prosperous Holy Week on 


record was registered by legit shows 


on Broadway. Instead of grosses 


| diving, all the leaders with a single | 


exception either played to better at- 


| tendance than the previous week, or 
: held 


their own, which was ca- 


pacity. 

Same thing did not apply to pic- 
ture houses, doubiless for the reason 
that top films were held off, man- 


agements anticipating a _ seasonal 
slide. As result, so far this week, the 


stronger new films are doing well, 
whereas, paradoxically, legit biz 
started off quite mildly on Broadway, 
considering that it’s Easter Week. 
No less than nine legit attractions 


al | Were in the upgrade division. Good 
c —.* ° > 

| Friday night, which was expected to 
| be 


blah, was the top night of the 
pre-Easter going, but Saturday eve- 
ning trade was off. Friday was a re- 
ligious combination, since it was also 
the start of the Jewish Passover 
feast. Fact that several shows laid 
off was recognized as a mistake and 
probably helped the others, particu- 
larly ‘The Show Is On,’ only musical 
which remained lit, except ‘White 
Horse Inn.’ 

‘The Women’ claimed the biggest 
eight performances since opening 
with takings of $21,125; ‘King Rich- 


compared with former set-up. and | ard II’ was quoted around §$20,- 


give the air of permanency to the 
project. Rental is believed to exceed 
that of former quarters. 


Mrs. Flanagan seeks an interchange 
of personnel in the project, partic- 
ularly for actors. She said _ that 
supervisors and _ directors have 
sought to hold together the comple- 
ments under them, with the result | 
that nearly 200 players are on the | 
payroll without assignments, but 
would rather be in casts. 


To correct that situation, she ex- 
plained that when one director need- 
ed players, they would be transferred 
to his unit, -also that such people 
would be requisitioned, when needed. 
Indicated that some will be trans- 
ferred to other cities, principally the 
keys. 





| 





Legit Press Agents 
Meeting to Elect 
Officers and Board 


New York Theatrical Press Agents 
will hold its first election Fri- 
day (April 2) at the Algonquin 
hotel, N. Y. Nominations were voted 
on by 32 out of the 40 qualified se- 
nior members. Ray Henderson, presi- 
dent: Phyllis Perlman, secretary, and 
Charles Washburn, treasurer, while 
Helen Deutsch and Elise Chisholm 
were opposed for the vire-presi- | 
dency, the former receiving most of | 
the votes, although six members | 
failed to ballot. It is this post which 
is in contest along with five nomi- | 
nees to the board. 

A board of five will be elected | 
from the following list, named in | 
the order of the number of votes | 
cast for each: John Peter Toohey | 
(unanimous), Richard Maney, Nat 
N. Dorfman, C. P. Greneker, Emanue] | 
Eisenberg, William Fields, Bernard 
Simon, Miss Chisholm, Kar! N. Bern- 














stein, Ben H. Atwell and James 
Proctor. 

‘Curtain -Call,”’ drama by LeRoy 
Bailey, announced for April pro- 


duction by Jack Quigley and 
Schachtel. 


| all 


| this 


'to open Thursday 


| ‘Bet 


000; ‘Wingless Victory’ and ‘Candida’ 





In London. Too 





London, March 30. 

Sudden spurt of Arctic weath- 
er drove crowds to all West 
End entertainments last weck. 

Theatre, pictures and vaude 
houses all played to capacity 
and the biggest Easter returns 
in years were recorded. This 
is surprising in these parts, 
where bank holidays and busi- 
ness abnormally slow things 
during Holy Week. 











combined improved to $17,000; 


| ‘Brother Rat’ made the $16,000 mark 


or better; ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ 
slightly better, got $14,600; little 
doubt that ‘You Can't Take It With 
You’ and ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
would have hit new highs, but both 
held to standee business of $15,000 
and $16,000 respectively. 

Most spectacular increase was re- 
corded by ‘Victoria Regina,’ which, 
in its 56th week, went up $1,700 and 
got nearly $18,500, with standees in 
latter part of the week. The promise 
of the early part of last week was 
borne out after a Wednesday dip. 


| Main thing there were no violent de- 


clines. Managers and ticket men are 
guessing about this week, which was 
supposed to be big. 
(Easter, 29) 16 matinees were nearly 
disappointing with the weather 
cold and sunny. 

There are three or four 
week, depending on whether 
‘Driftwood’ opens. It was postponed 
for the seventh time and now slated 
(1). Only cebut 
last week was ‘Chalked Out’ which 
drew divided notices at the Morosco. 


entrants 


Next week four premieres are 
scheduled but some are subject to 
| how the try-outs turn out: ‘Excur- 


sion,” Vanderbilt; ‘Miss Quis,’ Miller; 
Your Life, Golden (Masque); 
‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ 48th Street. 
‘White Horse Inn’ is announced in 
its final week at the Center, but will 
continue if business is okay. ‘Now 


Irving | You've Done It’ will move or close at 


(Continued on page 63) 


But Monday’s | 


S GOLD EASTER EGG 











No Film Role Yet 


Status of Katharine Cornell, 
and the chances of her appear- 
ing in pictures, remains un- 
changed despite a report that 
the legit star was considering 
an offer from Samuel Goldwyn. 
Speaking for Miss Cornell, Ray 
Henderson, her press contact, 
said: 

‘Miss Cornell has never said 
she would not go to Hollywood. 





If there is a script or story 
which she believes she could do 
better before the camera than 
on the stage, she might con- 
sider appearing in its picturi- 
zation. None such has been 
presented. Miss Cornell has 
been approached for pictures 
periodically for the past six 


years and it is still no.’ 


IS DRIFTWOOD’ 
JUST A MIRAGE? 











stead of opening at the Longacre 


Saturday (27) the critics and first 
nighters were turned away, some 
being angry because the manage- 


ment had not advised them of the 
postponement—the — seventh. Cast 
drew a third week’s salary, or at 


least Equity had the money, but coin 
trouble was quite evident, and there 
were disputes with 
expenses. 

Frederick W. Ayer planned taking a 








river-gangster drama, but withdrew 
Cyrus W. Babcock, the announced 
presenter, is believed to be a ficti- 
tious name, Annetta Shein, who deals 
in theatre parties, provided some of 
the backing as she has shows now 
and then. Eugene Kerry is also men- 
tioned on the managerial end, but 
unknown in the theatre. 

Cast salary total reported less than 
$1,000 weekly. Settings are said to 
have cost a fairish sum. 


FTP NEEDS $6,500,000 
FOR 1937-38 PROGRAM 


From the inception of the Federal 
Theatre Project, on Nov. 12, 1935 to 
date, total cost has been $13,500,000. 
Includes all phases of its operation. 





With funds running very low, 
Hallie Flanagan, director, is going 
up against Harry Hopkins, WPA 
administrator, within the next 


couple of weeks to ask for $6,500,000 
to keep Project going for another 
year. Belief is there'll be no diffi- 
culty getting the requisition. 

At present Project, nationally, is 
employing 11,720. 


Peggy Ashcroft Ill 


Peggy Ashcroft, featured 
| Burgess Meredith in ‘High Tor,’ on 
Broadway, has been confined to Le 
Roy sanitarium, N. Y., for the last 
|four days by an attack of grippe. 
She expects to return to the show for 
tonight’s (Wednesday) performance. 
She played last Saturday’s (27) mat- 
inee, but was unable to take the cur- 
tain call with the rest of the cast. 

Katherine Sgquircs, understudy for 
both feminine roles in the 
| Anderson fantasy, is 
| Ashcroft’s part, including today’s 
| matinee. Miss Squires also got a 
, break in ‘Ethan Frome,’ last season. 
| stepping into Ruth Gordon's 
| during latter’s brief illness. 





playing Miss 


‘Violence,’ a melodrama having to 


| do with lynching, has been acquired | 
| by Harry Oshrin, attorney-showman, | 


who plans presentation next fall. 
Play was written by Dore Schary, a 
Paramount scenarist. 





q 


the house over | 


controlling interest in the Mississippi | 


Equity Council, Facing Referendum 
Changes Front on Secret Balloting 


6 


meeting a 
it 
was expected that the proposed ref- 


At yesterday’s council 
reguiation was adopted whereby 


erendum on secret voting would not 
have to go to the membership. This 
was a complete reversal of the coun- 
cil’s attitude, which had previously 
preponderantly opposed te 
changing Equity’s method of voting. 
While the 
amendment did not receive the 


been 


proposed secret vote 

re- 
quired plurality at the recent meet- 
ing, Couneil felt it should accede to 
the majority. 

Ballots will be enclosed in sealed 
envelopes and handled only by the 
tellers who count the votes. 

As expected, a petition signed by 
150 
Equity’s council to place secret bal- 


more than members, asking 
loting to an immediate referendum, 
was filed last week. Administration 
people claimed the prompt signatur- 
ing and filing of the petition 


cated that the opposition was organ- 


indi- 


ized. 
Militants denied that to 
, saying the petition could be handled 


be true, 





Driftwood’ drifted again and in- | by a couple of people, claiming most 


of the 
form of voting. 


members favored the secret 
There 


| ternative to the referendum, and that 


was one al- 


was action by the council, which is 
| empowered to order that form of bal- 
| loting, without putting it before the 
' membership at large. 
| It was estimated that at the recent 
| quarterly meeting the vote favoring 
was 228, with 178 
| voting against the proposed amend- 
iment. Understood that if the coun- 
cil, which had previously voted 22 
to 2 against the plan, changed its 
mind on the strength of the meeting’s 
attitude, an amendment would be un- 
necessary. Some report that ballots 
were ‘too freely’ distributed at the 
meeting and reached persons not 
qualified to vote on the amendment. 
Proponents for secret voting say 
that, many members, especially on 


secret balloting 





the Coast, have been opposed to 
voting along the lines of the old 
system. They contend, too, that se- 


cret balloting is an important issue 
at this time because officers will be 
| elected for a three-year term, at the 
|annual meeting to be held June 4. 

They also state that the idea of 
secret voting does not apply only to 
elections but for all proposals at 
regular meetings. If the council split 
the plan and agreed to apply the 
form of balloting to specific issues, 
they intend insisting that the matter 
go to referendum. 

The officers who have headed 





with | 


Maxwell | 


role | 


Equity for years were again renom- 
| inated as were most of the council 
| up for re-election. The regular 
| ticket (three years): Frank Gillmore, 
| president; Osgood Perkins, Ist vice- 
| president; Florence Reed, 2d vice- 
| president; Arthur Byron, 3d_ vice- 
| president; Peggy Wood, 4th vice- 
| president; Paul Dulzell, treasurer, 
| and Leo Curley, recording secretary, 
Council (five years): Glenn An- 
| ders, Franklyn Fox, William Gaxton, 
| Walter N. Greaza, Louis Jean Heydt, 
| Ben S. Lackland, Burgess Meredith, 
|Claudia Morgan, Edith Van Cleve, 
| Richard Whorf. To serve until 1939, 
|CHfton Webb; to serve until 1940, 
| Mary Morris. 

There has been some talk of 
Equity using voting machines if the 
secret vote is ordered, but that was 
not regarded as practical, because of 
the number of out-of-town members, 


| Coast ‘Boy’ in Philly 


| Coast ‘Boy Meets Girl’ company 
| boaked fc. the Chestnut st. opera 
house, Philadelphia, for an indefinite 
run beginning’ April 12. 

“Joyce Arling, femme lead in the 
Broadway troupe, switches places 
with Betty Field, of the Coast com- 
pany, for the Philly engagement. 


is 
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Theatr Council Convention May 18-21 
® Planning Program to Boost Legit 





Two steps forward in the forma- 
tion of an organization consisting of 
all theatre groups and factions oc- 
curred last week when Equity’s 
council, the Theatre League (man- 
agers) and Dramatists Guild en- 
dorsed the constitution and copies 
were then sent to the stage hands, 
musicians and scenic artists union. 

It is proposed to hold a conven- 
tion, national in scope, in New York 
from May 18 to 21, to which rep- 
resentatives of all groups concerned 
with the welfare of the theatre are 
expected to attend. Conferees will 
include producers, theatre owners, 
actors, dramatists, road managers, 
theatre creftsmen, governmental 


_-theatre people (WPA) stock man- 


agers, summer theatremen = and 
others. 
The planned new organization 


will be called the American Theatre 
Council, the term board being 
dropped, because it is supposed to 
become a consulting body. It is, 
however, the same movement that 
started in 1926, and again in 1928, 
and was known as the American 
Theatre Board, although the vista 
of objectives has been much widened. 

It is pointed out that no union 
or organization coming within the 
Council will be asked to forego any 
rights and the Council will not tres- 
pass on any field of its composed 
member bodies. Discussions will be 
held only by agreement of all con- 
cerned and controversial problems 
will not be treated. The committee 
of the Council issued a statement 
setting forth the reasons for the new 
grouping and the diversity of mat- 
ters to be discussed for hoped for 
solution in bettering theatre condi- 
tions: 

For the first time since the de- 

. pression the American theatre is 
faced with the fact that there is a 
public demand for theatrical enter- 
tainment which exceeds the supply. 
In New York City, and in large and 
even smaller centers throtighout the 
country. there has been an insistent 
demand for theatrical entertainment 
—a hunger for the living drama— 
which the American theatre has 
been able only partially to appease. 
The American Theatre Council, rec- 
ognizing this public demand, will 
unite all the groups of the theatre 
to the end that the present demand 
shall be satisfied, and that greater 
stimulus shall be furnished for in- 
creasing the worthwhile theatrical 
output of the country, so that the 
living theatre may continue to play 
a vital part in the field of American 
culture and entertainment. 

In addition to devising ways and 
means for meeting the increased de- 
mand for theatrical entertainment 
throughout the country, the Conven- 
tion will attempt to solve many of 
the problems of the legitimate thea- 
tre and will also serve as a clearing 
house for the exchange of ideas and 
suggestions for the general good of 
the theatre. 

The. World’s Fair will take place 
in New York City in the year 1939, 
and it is the belief of the American 
Theatre Council that the work done 
following its first Convention may 
result in a showing of the best that 
the American Theatre can afford, to 
the many hundreds of thousands of 
visitors from this country and abroad 
who will flock to New York to attend 
the Fair. 


Theatre League Moves 


League of New York Theatres, the 
legit managers organization, has 
moved to 234 West 44th street. Asso- 
ciation was quartered in the Para- 
mount building since inception and 
Was supposed to move to another 
floor in that structure. 

New spot is generally known as 
the Sardi building. 


Max Badin Bankrupt 


Max Badin, actor and producer 
of Yiddish plays, filed a petition in 
bankruptcy in N. Y. Federal Court 
last week listing liabilities at 
$4,806.92. Only assets listed and of 
doubtful value were stock in the 
Yiddish Repertory Troupe, Inc., 
which is insolvent. 

Among creditors listed by Badin 
were the Isleb Realty Corp., 44 St. 
Mark’s place, for 18 weeks rental 
of the Lyric theatre amounting to 
$1,250. Petitioner states his part- 
ner in the Lyric theatre, N. Y., ven- 
ture shares in debts to four Jewish 
newspapers for advertising and 
royalties to several individuals. 











+ 





Show Preference 





Norman Bel Geddes is the 
most popular set designer with 
stagehands and technicians, who 
rush to connect with his shows. 

His popularity is accountable 
for in elaborate and intricate 
architecture he designs, which 
usually takes plenty of time to 
complete and which, frequently, 
necessitates long night shifts 
with double and triple pay and 
delays caused by frequent the- 
atre reconstruction to accom- 
modate his brainchildren. 











BROADWAY PRODUCTION 
CONTRACTS ON UPBEAT 


Unusual activity in production is 
reported on Broadway for this 
period of the season. Since the first 
of the year 40 contracts for produc- 
tions have been entered into. Last 
year designers had not reached that 
mark until early August. Most of 
the work is dated for this spring, 
with some applying to summer and 
none aimed for next season. 

Not all of the production is for 
legit shows, although included are 
about 12 plays currently getting 
ready for showing in April and May. 
Some designing and settings are for 
ballets, also for popular operatic 
presentations. In addition to settings 
there is also more than usual activ- 
ity in costume designing. Summer 
musical outlook for Broadway how- 
ever, is decidedly skimpy, same con- 
dition as last season. 


George S. Kaufman 
Returns to the Coast 


On written assurance from attor- 
neys for Dr. Richard Thorpe, ex- 
husband of Mary Astor, and verbal 
okay from judge, who heard the 
testimony during the child-custody 
fracas, that he would not be: mo- 
lested, George S. Kaufman left for 
Hollywood on Sunday (28) with 
stop-off in Chicago to see company 
of ‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Playwright had refused to leave 
N. Y., minus the okay, after he was 
threatened with jail by judge, if and 
when he set foot in California 
again. 

Future work plans for Kaufman 
will keep him plenty busy. Will 
write a new musical revue for Sam 
H. Harris on Coast and then busy 
himself with assisting on dramatiza- 
tion of John Steinbeck’s book, 
‘Mice and Men,’ for Sam Harris. He 
must also supervise casting of Bos- 
ton and southern companies of ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ and do 
similar chores for road company of 
‘Stage Door, before resting again. 


Meets Cousin Kate 


When Katharine Hepburn was in 
Washington last week in ‘Jane 
Eyre,’ she received at a press party 
a group of _§interview-inveiglers 
from capital and Baltimore papers. 
When the press paraded in the star 
was surprised to find her cousin, 
whom she didn’t even know was a 
fourth-estater, representing the 
Baltimore Sun. 

P. S. She got a good writeup in 
the Sun. 


Showcrafters’ Fire 


Philadelphia, March 30. 























Summer Show in Sepia 


Jay Faggen, who operates the 
Harlem Uproar House, Broadway 
nitery. plans to bring a colored 
musical to town thiS summer titled 
‘Black Magic.” Book is by Alan 
Lipscott, with music by Fred and 
Doris Fisher. 





These total about $300. 


Barn converted into theatre by 
Showcrafters, amateur stock group 
sponsored by Mae Desmond, was 
badly damaged by fire on Monday 


C’T DENIES DAMAGES 
IN LOST SCRIPT SUIT 


First time in 25 years where any 
similar case of a lost manuscript was 
considered by the courts, was de- 
cided last Wednesday by Justice 
Davis in the supreme court, White 
Plains, N. Y., with the plaintiff, a 
Mrs. Dollie MacGregor, losing her 
suit for $50,000 damages. Case was 
that of MacGregor against M.S.H. 
Watts, latter having lost the script 
of a play she wrote called ‘Captain 
Derelict.’ 

Play was written in 1931 and was 
duly copyrighted though not listed 
as having been produced. Subse- 
quently, the author made changes 
and additions on one copy of the 
script, which she loaned to Watts. 
How it was lost was not made clear, 
but the plaintiff thought the loss was 
irreparable because she was unable 
to recollect the interpolated matter. 
Paul N. Turner, called in to argue 
for the defense, contended, and was 
upheld by the court, that only nomi- 
nal damages might be collected, such 
as stenographic fees for copying the 
original on file in Washington, be- 
eause there is no rule for damages 
in such cases. The court could find 
no such rule and in dismissing the 
case ruled: 

‘It is my opinion...that there is 
no rule to warrant an award of sub- 
stantial damages...the additions, 
changes and alterations would have 
to be proved in detail and also their 
relation to the original; otherwise 
the jury would be required to in- 
dulge in a mere guess...there ap- 
pears to be a dearth of authority on 
this particular question due to the 
fact, I presume, that authors and 
playrights usually keep copies of 
their efforts.’ 








WPA’s ‘Altars of Steel’ 


World Premiere in Ga. 
Atlanta, March 30. 


Stage is all set for world premiere 
of ‘Altars of Steel,’ Federal theatre 
production, scheduled for April 1. 
Offering, without doubt most ambi- 
tious undertaking by FTP below 
Mason-Dixon line, will approach su- 
per class with 100 in cast, there be- 
ing 35 speaking parts, with only four 
of them assigned to women. 


Script is by Thomas Hall-Rodgers, 
of Birmingham, and Hedley Gordon 
Graham, who was responsible for 
WPA plays, ‘Triple A Plowed Under’ 
and ‘O Say Can You Sing,’ is guest- 
director of play. 

In addition to local project players 
and Atlanta Theatre Guild, which 
sponsors FTP here, cast will include 
seven players from N. Y. and loan 
company numbering 28 from Bir- 
mingham, including Clyde Waddell, 
director, who has been assigned a 
featured role. Rest of talent has 
been recruited from dramatic de- 
partments of schools and colleges in 
and around Atlanta. Play will runa 
week. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of March 29) 
‘Babes’ in Shubert 
Boston. 


Ballet Russe, Aude, Chicago, 
29-31; April 3-6, Aude, Cincy. 








Arms,’ 


‘Bey Meets Girl,’ Majestic, 
Harrisburg, 29-30; Playhouse, 
Wilmington, 31; Lyric, Rich- 
‘mond, 1-3. 


‘Bey Meets Girl,’ El Capitan, 
Hollywood. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 
ton. 

‘Dea@ End,’ 
ark. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Han- 
na, Cleveland. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), 
Mayfair, Portland, 29-31; Met- 
ropolitan, Seattle, 1-3. 

‘Follies,’ American, St. Louis. 

‘Great Waltz,’ National, Wash- 
ington. 

‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ Belasco, 
Washington. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt 
Fontanne), Cass, Detroit. 

‘Jane Eyre’ (K. Hepburn), 


Shubert, New- 


and 


(29). Entire first floor was burned Ford's, Baltimore. 
out and scenery from most recent ‘Leaning on Letty’ (‘Post 
effort, ‘Sign of the Cross,’ was Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 
destroyed. ‘Miss Quiz,’ Shubert, New 
Costumes and props were also lost. Haven, 1-3. 
‘Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah 


Bankhead), Grand, Chicago. 
San Carlo Opera, Paramount, 
Seattle, 28-1; Fox, Spokane, 2-3. 
*‘Tobacce Road,’ English, In- 
dianapolis. 
*Tovaritch,’ Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 
‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 








Good Suggestion 





Jimmy Walker and Jersey’s 
Gov. Harold Hoffman attended 
the recent, private Lambs Gam- 
bol and supper afterwards. 
Hoffman, in a humorous ad- 
dress, mentioned being often 
in the doghouse. Walker fol- 
lowed him, smiled at Hoffman 
and piped: 

‘They should put a revolving 
door on that thing.’ 











HAL SKELLY’S WIDOW 
GETS $10,000 FROM R.R. 


A Federal Court jury Thursday 

(29) awarded the limited $10,000 
damages to Eunice Skelly for the 
death of her comedian husband, Hal 
Skelly, against the N. Y., New 
Haven & Hartford R. R. 
Skelly was killed when a farm 
truck, in which he and his wife were 
riding, was struck by a train in June, 
1934, near West Cornwall, Conn. She 
had sued for $100,000 but under the 
Connecticut law accident damages 
are limited to $10,000, which the jury 
under Judge Caffey awarded her. 


Jones Beach Operetta 
Seacon Resumes May 26 


Fortune Gallo, with the Shuberts, 
is resumitig opera-under-the-stars 
at Jones Beach, N. Y., again this 
summer. Season will start May 
26. Per usual, the Shubert reper- 
toire of operettas will be produced 
under Gallo’s direction, via the San 
Carlo troupe. 

Randall’s Island season, which 
started late last summer, may be 
dropped altogether, although there’s 
a chance a better deal will be 
worked out to make possible the 
joint operation of both companies. 


Cooling System Debate 


Max Gordon and the Shuberts 
are unable to get together on who 
will pay for installing a cooling sys- 
tem in the Ethel Barrymore theatre, 
N. Y., where Gordon’s production of 
‘The Woman’ is current, and looks to 
run through the summer. 

Gordon has offered to split the 
cost of $14,000 with the Shuberts, but 
they want him to pay the entire 
amount. Both sides have been dick- 
ering. for a couple of weeks, with 
neither giving way. Argument is 
that Shubert weekly take of over 
$5,000, on percentage of gross, war- 
rants sharing outlay. Gordon is 
pointing to $700 four-wall rental 
Shuberts collected from Actor’s Rep- 
ertory group as example. 




















Moskowitz Memorial 
At Town Hall April 4 


Special memorial services will be 
held at Town Hall, N. Y. Sunday 
(April 4) in honor of the late Henry 
Moskowitz. There will be 10 or- 
ganizations represented in the pro- 
ceedings, which will include ad- 
dresses by Gov. Herbert Lehman 
and Mayor Fiorello La Guardia. Dr. 
Moskowitz, at the time of his death, 
was executive secretary of the 
League of N. Y. Theatres. 

Services will be held under the 
auspices of the American Art Fed- 
eration, of which Dr. Moskowitz was 
chairman. That association is one 
of several with which the deceased 
was connected and which are de- 
voted to Jewish charity. 





Hedgerow’s ‘Noah’ 


Philadelphia, March 30. 

The Hedgerow Theatre (Rose Val- 
ley) will be 14 years old on April 21 
and will offer that night its 121st 
production. This time, however, it 
will not be a new try-out, but a pre- 
sentation of Obey’s play, ‘Noah,’ 
which got some artistic appreciation 
but no b.o. success in New York a 
couple of seasons ago. 

It will be repeated twice in April, 
with the Hedgerow company work- 
ing on a‘nightly basis after the birth- 
day performance. Next new pro- 
duction won't come until later in 





May. 





Chicago Federal Theatre Council Meets 
Opposition from Within Over Elections 


Chicago, March 30. 

Near riot at the Blackstone theatre 
last week at what was to have been 
a pep and membership meeting of 
the Federal Theatre Council, an or- 
ganization of members of the WPA 
Federal Theatre Project. Fireworks 
were the result of the railroading 
through of a new slate of officers, 
and finally> the audible vote to 
disband the Council entirely. 

Council was formed a couple of 
months ago by some 100 or so of 
theatre workers in the WPA here 
for the stated purpose of upholding 
the rights of the performers and 
particularly to operate as an active 
grievance committee in negotiatins 
with the heads of the Federal Thce- 
atre Project here. Dues were set at 
50c. a month. 

This Council immediately incurred 
the opposition, silent but determined, 
of Equity, which in its by-laws pro- 
hibits its members from belonging 
to any other theatre group. Ameri- 
can Federation of Acters also wasn’t 
so pleased about the FTC. 

Blackstone theatre was jammed 
with newcomers on Thursday and as 
soon as the head of the Council 
started to talk, someone in the au- 
dience challenged him. New election 
was immediately held and Harry 
Minturn, veteran legit manager and 
actor, and at present a WPA di- 
rector, was voted into the chairman- 
ship. With Minturn on the gavel, 
another vote was held, and the ma- 
jority yell was to disband the or- 
ganization completely. 

This looks like just the beginning, 
however, as it’s understood that the 
Council will reorganize with its 
loyal membership of 100 or so. 

Big yip against the Council was 
that at least three of its leaders 
were active Communists and one of 
them had a criminal record of dis- 
seminating subversive _ literature. 
Another allegation was that the 
Council didn’t have a charter, and 
for that reason could not be recog- 
nized as a legitimate organization. 

Original members of Council met 
over the weekend and refused to 
consider organization dissolved by 
last week’s open meeting vote. They 
are determined to continue Council 
along original plans. 


Nichols-Jones Suit 
On April Calendar 


Suit by Anne Nichols against Mar- 
tin Jones’s corporate interests, in 
connection with the Vanderbilt thea- 
tre, N. Y., concerning a check for 
$5,000 returned, because of uncol- 
lected funds, is on the April calen- 
dar, and may be heard during the 
week of April 12. Frederick E. Gold- 
smith is representing the plaintiff. 

Jones was supposed to purchase an 
interest in ‘Hey, Diddle, Diddle,’ pro- 
duced by Miss Nichols and since 
withdrawn after trying out. He 
tendered a check, said to have been 
drawn on the Vandelmar Corpora- 
tion, operator of the Vanderbilt. The 
Marjones, another incorporated con- 
cern, is also mentioned. 

The defense is that it was an ac- 
commodation check, that it was not 
a corporation matter, and that there 
was no contract binding Jones. It is 
claimed, however, that there was a 
contract to present the play at the 
Vanderbilt. 


TIMONY HUNTS SCRIPTS 


Mae West Bankroll Behind Her 
Personal Manager 

















James A. Timony, personal man- 
ager for Mae West, is in New York 
on a legit production mission. Plans 
to engage in a series of play presen- 
tations for next season, and is cur- 
rently combing the script market. 

Understood Miss West is bankroll- 
ing Timony. Prior to her Paramount 
film contract both were similarly as- 
sociated in a number of legit efforts 
with Jack and Mark Linder. 





‘Richard’ Stays to May 29 

‘King Richard II’, the Shake- 
spearean work which has been out- 
drawing modern dramas on Broad- 
way, is slated to remain at the St 
James until May 29. Maurice Evans. 
who stars in the revival and owns 
part of the show, has an idea ot 
taking the show to London thi: 
summer. 

Evans appeared in ‘Richard’ ove 
there at the Old Vic. 
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Holy Week Slows Loop, but “Take 
Tranquil at Sellout $15.500 Pace 





Chicago, March 30. 

Holy Week was just that for at 
least two of the three shows in town 
last week, only ‘You Can't Take It 
With You’ displaying any capacity 
for ducking the holiday toboggan. 

Other two_ shows, ‘Leaning on 
Letty’ and ‘Reflected Glory, are 
readying their departure anyway. 
‘Letty’ will stick to April 10 before 
heading for Kansas City, while 
‘Glory’ will call it a run here on 
Saturday (3), after three sessions. 
‘Letty’ proved the whirlwind coin 
surprise of the current season and 
will make it 20 weeks in town be- 
fore scramming. ‘Glory’ never did 
get started and will depart on sched- 
~ — will go dark for a week 
after ‘Glory’ and relight on April 13 
with ‘Red, Hot and Blue.’ Selwyn 
gets Maurice Schwartz in “The Water 
Carrier’ (Yiddish) on April 12. Also 
slated for that house is ‘Brother Rat. 
Erlanger, which is at present on a 
film gallop with ‘Lost Horizon, re- 
turns to the legit fold on April 12 
with the final American Theatre So- 
ciety offering of the season, ‘Idiot's 
Delight.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (19th week). Slipped at $7,500. 
Has had a remarkable stay, and 
Charlotte Greenwood again estab- 
lished her box-office power. 

‘Reflected Glory,’ Grand (1,300; 
$2.75) (3d—final week). Out on Sat- 
urday (3), after inability to get go- 
ing. Down to around $10,000 last 

k. 
weYou Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000: $2.75) (8th week). Will 
be here until the snow flies, from 
current indications. _Held to $15,500 
despite all obstacles last week, big. 
Other Attractions 


Ballet Russe, Auditorium. Fred 
Crow brought this attraction back on 
Sunday (28) for a short five-day en- 
gagement, and it’s still box-office. 

WPA 

‘Good Old Summertime,’ Black- 
stone. Out in a few days, for ‘Lonely 
Man’ replacement. 

‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ Princess. Get- 
ting good colored trade. 

‘O Say Can You Sing,’ Great North- 
ern. Out in a week or so, after an 
excellent run. May go to Washington 
and New York, and be replaced 
here with a new spring-summer ver- 
sion, 


HEPBURN SOCK 
$22,000, WASH. 


Washington, March 30. 

Katharine Hepburn recouped what- 
ever prestige she lost in last years 
‘The Lake’ here last week in the The- 
atre Guild’s ‘Jane Eyre.’ Show was 
peddled to Guild subscribers as an 
extra dividend above the regular six 
ATS allotment, which held the gross 
down, even though the house was 
filled throughout the run at the Na- 
tional. 

Current at the National is a re- 
turn roadshowing of ‘Great Waltz,’ 
with the top cut to $2.50. Metro’s 
‘Good Earth’ follows, with a return 
of Jane Cowl in ‘First Lady’ next. 
Belasco relighted after seven dark 
days with a premiere of ‘Hitch Your 

agon.’ First local showing of ‘The 
Old Maid’ is set to follow. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Jane Eyre’ (National; $2.75)—Sold 
to subscribers at Guild rates, which 
held full houses down to about 


’ 











Strippers 








(Continued from page 1) 





Pose of benefitting the burly shots 
in a grapple with reformers. 

Several of the houses regularly 
employ cameramen to grab candid 
shots of their shows for ballyhoo 
Purposes, notably the Oriental and 
Gaiety. 

Legit theatres in N. Y. have had 


continual trouble with candid 
camera amateurs, with. several pro- 
ductions banning them. Vaude 


houses don’t seem to bother, gen- 
erally. Photogs' aren’t molested in 
the Paramount, Roxy, or Music Hall, 


ut they are strictly suppressed in 
the State. 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Influx of candid camera lensers 
around Coast studios has producers 





‘TOVARICH’ $14,000, 
STRONG START, S. F.. 








Holy Week Layoffs 





Three attractions laid off on 
Broadway during Holy Week, 
while two others switched per- 
formances around, ‘White 
Horse Inn,’ Center, by dropping 
Monday and Tuesday nights, 
played twice daily thereafter, 
with attendance under expec- 
tations. Protective notice went 
up Monday (29), 

Under the rules, shows could 





Before coming here, the company | 
played a one-night stand in Pasa- | 
dena, where some of the rough edges 
were ironed out. Produced 


Peter Mather. Crix were enthusi- 
astic and play looks set for a profit- 
able engagement. 

_‘Help Yourself, a WPA produc- 
tion, opened a two-week engagement 
at the Columbia on March 22. En- 
thused by the biz during the opening 
stanza, an extra week has been 
tacked on to the run. Touring com- 
pany came here after a series of 
performances in a number of towns 
along the road from San Francisco. 
and after five weeks in Los Angeles. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tovarich’ (Curran: Ist week): 
(1,500; $2.50). Eugenie Leontovich 
has quite a rep here. Opening night 
showed a few rough spots, particu- 
larly in the last act. Heavy rains 
probably account for gross being 
held down to $14,000. 

‘Help Yourself’ (Columbia; lst 
week). Gettir, more good will for 
the Federal theatres than anything 
yet presented by the WPA here. Biz 
also is on the up, with the first 
week’s take hitting around $4,000. 


FOLLIES’ BIG 
$23,000, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 30. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies’ grossed a fine ap- 
proximate $23,000 during a six-day 
stay last week at the Muny aude 
Music Hall. It was one of the best 
Ears to date in that spot at $3.30 
op. 
Puts the show’s total take since 
leaving Chicago at approximately 
$63,000, which was garnered during 
a week in Milwaukee, a one-nighter 
in Des Moines and the six days here. 

Show is at the American theatre, 
St. Louis, this week. 


Cowl’s $6,000 in N. W. 


Portland, Ore., March 30. 

Jane Cowl’s road unit, ‘First 
Lady,’ is socking the northwest for 
capacity biz. Three performances 
at the Mayfair here at $2.75 top ran 
a total gross better than $6,000. 

Similar biz in other Pacific N. W. 
cities, 














San Francisco, March 30. remain dark, or play fewer 
Tovarich’ opened an_ indefinite than eight performances and 
uganernans at the Curran theatre pay salaries pro rata. ‘The 
rhe ere = Ln Conan Eternal Road’ had a six-per- 
“6 ; S, Dela Lugosi and|}| formance schedule, includi 
3 ‘ ; ‘ » including 
Melville Cooper heading the cast. | : po 


by | 
Homer Curran, play was staged by | 


—2 





: B’way’s Gold Easter Eggs 








(Continued from page 61) 
the Miller if ‘Miss Quis’ comes in 
as slated. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (71st week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Long-run attractions 
did not participate in surprising 
Holy Week attendance, but this one 
has aon netting weekly profits; over 
7,000. 
‘Behind Red _ Lights,’ Mansfield 
(12th week) (D-1,079-$3.30). 





two shows Sunday (21), paying 
six-eighths. No performance 
Good Friday, because of Pass- 
over, although that night was 
best for the entire week. 


G. & S. $29,000, 
TWO WEEKS, 
DETROMM 


Detroit, March 30. 

Despite Holy Week dropoff and 
lopping of a single performance on 
Good Friday, the D'’Oyly Carte 
Opera Co. pulled out of town last 
week with about $29,000 for two 
week’s work at the Cass. 

Figure represents a big $17,500 
take on the opening stanza of nine 
performances, plus about $11,500 h. o. 
biz on eight showings last week. 

Current is ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ which 
opened a week’s stand Monday (29) 
at $3.30 top, highest here this season. 

Estimate for Last Week 

D’Oyly Carte (Cass; 1,400; $3.30 
top) (2d wk). Pulled in a good $11,- 
000 on the second session, despite 
Holy Week and dropping of one per- 
formance. making a fortnight total 
of about $29,000. Plenty good. 


‘RAT’ STRONG $9,500 




















Boston, March 30. 
‘Babes in Arms,’ which opened 
here last Thursday (25), is getting 
conflicting word-of-mouth, but doing 
okay trade. 


‘Brother Rat,’ now in its seventh 
stanza at the Plymouth, is still drag- 
ging in healthy biz. Federal Theatre 
moves from the Copley to the Ma- 
jestic this week. 

D’Oyly Carte Co. enters the Co- 
lonial April 12, for four weeks. 
‘Great Waltz’ comes into the Opera 
House the same night for a return 
engagement. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Brother Rat’ (Plymouth; $2.75, 6th 
week). Has clicked here and is still 
giving satisfaction to customers and 
management; $9,500 for sixth week, 
very good. 











Inside Stufl—Legit 





ating the Hudson. 
Frohman, went down on the Titanic 


which was foreclosed by the bank ho 


Rich & Harris, showmen. William, 
season. 


Bela Blau, associate producer of 


wins of a buck each went to Mel H 


assistant. 
ing Holy Week. 


Understood that Frank Parker, ra 
Stranger’ (first called ‘Git Along L 


managerial end. 


clears his radio programs. 


Aldrich & Myers sent out word tha 





in a lather. Recently, Irving Cum- | 


mings, directing ‘Vogues of 1938’ for 
Walter Wanger, had to toss out an 
<3 cream vendor who _ lingered 
“mong the gals for gam close-ups. 


on Broadway in the red, had money in the show. 
Teddy Hammerstein and Denis Dufor, with Robert Goldstein also on the 


then cancelled the order. 


William Harris, Jr., in giving up his offices in the Hudson theatre, N. Y., 
severed the last tie of the Harris family, long connected with the house. 
He was in school at the time his brother, Henry B. Harris, started oper- 
Latter along with other notables including Charles 


. Mrs. H. B. Harris then conducted 


the theatre, bequeathed to her. During the depression she lost the Hudson, 


lding its first mortgage, although she 


could have sold out at a profit of $500,000 only a few years previously. 
Harris family originated in Boston, William, Sr., being of the firm of 


Jr., produces occasionally. He has 


gone to the Coast to confer with two authors and may be active next 





Marc Connelly’s ‘Having Wonderful 


Time,’ Lyceum, N. Y., lost eight bets on the nightly grosses of the show 
last week, winners being on the front of the house and show staff. Three 


ammett, company manager, three to 


Allen Schnebbe, treasurer-manager and two to Otto Diehl, sometime b.o. 
‘Time’ was one of the Broadway shows which improved dur- 





dio tenor, who appeared in ‘Howdy 
ittle Doggie’) which recently clesed 
It was presented by 


Frank Parker Enterprises, Inc., has offices at the same address as that 
of Blackett, Sample & Hummert, an agency through which Goldstein 





t the Herman J. Mankiewicz comedy, | 
‘The Meal Ticket,’ which was withdrawn at a try-out recently, would go 
| on next fall as ‘It Never Rains, 


latter title by Aurania Rouverol was presented at the Republic, N. Y., 


in 1929. It had a California backgr« 


yund but flopped. 





Joe Gold bought a little ticket office on West 47th street near the Bar- 
rvmore theatre. spec taking space after ‘The Woman’ clicked at that house. 


Purchase price was $1,0v9. Gold 
agency. 


was formerly with the Broadway 


ON 6TH WEEK BOOK 


Play with the | 





around $6,500, okay. 

‘Brother’ Rat,’ Biltmore (16th 
week) (C-991-$3.30). Built to stand- 
ing room Saturday and upped gross 
during Holy Week to around $16,000. 


(D-961-$3.30). Opened late last 


week: drew divided notices; better | 
|line on prison play this week. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (75th week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.30). Another long run 
show which did mildly last week; 
estimated around $6,500 and _ still 
some profit. 

‘Driftwood,’ Longacre _ (1 -1.019- 


$3.30). Postponed for seventh time; 
may open Thursday (1). 

‘Farewell Summer,’ 
week) (CF-913-$3.30). Presented by 
B. F. Kamsler; written by North 
Bigbee and Walter Holbrook; opened 
Monday; panned 


Fulton (1st 





‘Frederika,’ Imperial (8th week) 
(O-1,468-$3.85). Resumed Monday 
|after laying off Holy Week; fairly 


well rated, with pace around $14,000. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(6th week) (CD-1,006-$3.30). - An- 
other attraction which more than 





held its own during pre-Easter week; 
|improved to $14,600; brokers have 
made a six weeks’ buy. 

‘High Tor, Beck (12th week) 


(D-1,214-$3.30). By getting critics’ 
nod as favorite play of the season, 
gross may jump; again around $12,- 
500. 

‘Masque of Kings,’ Shubert (8th 
week) (D-1,382-$3.30). Fairly good 
last week without subscriptions; tak- 
ings estimated around $12,500. 

‘Now You've Done It,’ Miller (5th 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Hasn't shown 
much at b.o. yet, but some improve- 


ment claimed last week; $2,000; 
moves or closes; ‘Miss Quis’ next 
week. 


‘Red Harvest,’ National (ist week) 
(C-1,164-$3.30). Presented by Brock 
Pemberton; called ‘Shoot a Grand 
Duke’ for a time; written by Walter 
Charles Roberts; opened Tuesday. 


‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (22d 
week) (M-1,355 - $4.40). Resumed 
after laying off last week; had 


dropped to $20,000, but should finale 
well; another week to go. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (15th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Jumped ma- 
terially; other musicals laying off 
helped Holy Week; with last half 
going to capacity and gross over $35,- 
000. 

Storm Over Patsy,’ Guild (4th 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Doing fairly 
well and may stick beyond subscrip- 
tion period; around $12,000. 

‘Sun Kissed,’ Little (4th week) 
(C-532-$3.30). Management hopeful, 
and using some extra-space ads; 
around $2,500 for low-cost show. 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Hudson (5th week) (D-1,017-$3.30), 
Had fair week, easing somewhat, but 
good attendance for pre-Easter 
going; $8,000; agency buy renewed. 

‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 
O. H. (3th week) (M-2,780-$3.30). 
Played only six performances, in- 
cluding Sunday; if Biblical spectacle 
is to improve that should be indi- 
cated now. 

‘The Wingless Victory,” Empire 
(15th week) (D-1,099-$3.30). With 
four performances of ‘Candida’ and 
four of ‘Victory’ also improved, tak- 
ings approaching the $17,000 mark. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (14th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Best eight 
performance gross since opening; 
particularly upset Holy Week dope; 


over $21,100. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (173d 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Eased some- 
what last week, like most of the run 
attractions; quoted around $6,500, 
plenty okay at the figure. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (25th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). No increase last 
week, but still excellent for Holy 
Week, with takings not far from 
$18,000. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (57th week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). Plenty of standees late last 
week; amazing for attraction more 
than a year old; nearly $18,500. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (27th 
week) (M-3,321-$3.85), 
two nights and 
later instead; paced 
again; should be big this week, but 
final week announced. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (8th week) (C-878-$3.30). Sell- 
ing out right along and no difference 
in pre-Easter going, with 
; around $16,000. 

‘You Can't Take It 





with You,’ 


| Booth (16th week) (C-704-$3.30). Not | 


|affected in any way last week, with 
lan average of 40 standees nightly: 
| topped $15,000, 
| (Ist week) (D-1.013-$3.30). Presented 
by Bernard Klawans (Warners): 
adapted by Benn Levy and Herbert 
|Griffith: imported from London; 
opens tonight. 
Revivals, Ete. 

‘King Richard If,’ St. James; 

a great gross 


drew 
again ,despite Holy 
/ 


Week, with takings quoted close to 
$21,000. 

‘Candida,’ Empire; out-drawing 
‘Wingless Victory,’ with which _ it 
splits the week; revival wil! be 
given alone for two weeks beyond 
April 10, original touring date for 
both shows, 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
dramatic sketches; Sunday 
Tuesday, Thursday matinees 


Lyceum; 
(28), 
and 





Better | 
than expected, but eased off again; | 


‘Chalked Out,’ Morosco (2nd week) | 


Skipped first | 
inserted matinees | 
around $20,000 | 


£ross | 


‘Young Madame Conti,” Music Box 


next Sunday night. 
‘Marching Song,’ Bayes; resumed 

;on roof after laying off one week. 
‘Naughty Naught,’ American Music 

| Hall; night spot with melodrama. 

WPA 

‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott. 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Native Ground,’ Venice. 

‘Love in Humble Life,’ Daly's 

Show-Off,’ Lafayette 


| a 
| ‘*The 


| ored). 


(cole 





Chi’s New Year’s Tempo 
Chicago, March 30. 

Chicago was a full three months 
behind in spirit last week-end, It 
wasn't Easter; it was New Yew"’s Eve 
|and New Year’s Day last Saturday 
j and Sunday, in spirit anyway. Every- 
| body turned out and everybody had 
| money to spend, and even the nite 
| club boys smiled. Their first smile in 
|20 days, for the taxi strike which 
had dealt their business a knockout 
blow ended wsth Lent. 

Picture houses held lines on the 
| sidewalk from noon on, legit houses 
| played to practically capacity, and 
ithe Charlotte Greenwood show did 
lan Easter matinee Sunday, something 
| which the town hasn't seen in years 
|}and years. Houses all packed socko 
| bills, both -in pictures and flesh, 
which undoubtedly pulled ’em in, but 
the clear cool weather helped, and 
so did the amazing New Year’s Eve 
spirit of a whole town celebrating. 

“th downtown and neighborhood 
shopping districts were jammed all 
day Saturday, giving stores the 
heaviest seasonal business in seven 
years, as heavy as the day before 
Christmas. 

By Saturday night, femmes navi- 
gating with a crammed shopping bag 
in each hand were off the street, and 
rightly so, for there wasn’t room for 
any shopping bags by the time the 
revelers hit. Everybody jostled, 
everybody was good natured, and 
everybody felt like bringing in a new 
season, 

They went to a show, and followed 
with a nite club, or two or three, 
judging from the grins on the faces 
of the owners of the spots, and the 
rattling of the take. None of the big- 
ger places had an available chair, let 
alone a whole table, with people 
waiting in line there, just as they 
had to do to see a picture. Smaller 
places turned ’em away, and even 
the more conservative taverns, which 
usually close at 2 a.m., had to stay 
open until morning. For a night as 
big, there was practically no dis- 
orderliness, Nobody went home un- 
til after daylight, and how they got 
back to make the rounds again so 
soon, the tired theatre attaches can’t 
yet understand. There weren't any 
Easter eggs laid in Chicago show 
business this season. Everything, ine 
cluding the streets, played to ca- 
pacity, 











Philadelphia, March 30, 

Less than two dozen nabes, mostly 
indies, were the only houses here 
to respond to request of Mayor Wil- 
son and Good Friday observance 
committee to darken from 12-3 last 
Friday. Nabes were pressured by 
nearby churches. 


‘BOY’ HOLDS UP FOR 
$6,000 3D WEEK, L. A. 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Holy Week failed to cause much of 
a dent in trade for ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
at the E) Captitan, the Henry Duffy 
production riding the storm easily 
and emerging with smart Easter 
week trade, 

Only other legit activity in town 
last week was the several Federal 
Theatre Project attractions, with two 
new arrivals debutting. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ El Capitan. 
(C-1,571; $1.65). (3rd week). Only 
natural falli off in trade after the 
| initial two stanzas, so at $6,000 plenty 
— Should stick three or four more 
; WeeKs, 














WPA 
‘Blind Alley,” Mayan. 
| play by James Warwick 
second week, 

‘Merchant of Venice,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse. First attempt of the FTP 
locally to do Shakespeare. Opened 
| Thursday (25) for an indefinite run, 
| ‘Awaken, Sam’ (Yiddish), Musart. 
Opens April 1. 
| ‘Fra Diavolo.” Mason. First Music 
| project production to go into this 
| house. Will be interpreted for the 
l first time by an all-Negro cast. 


Gangster 
now in 
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Plays Out of Town 





BABES IN ARMS 


Boston, March 25. 


Musical comedy presented by Dwight 
>» Wiman at Shubert theatre, Boston, 








arch 25, ’37, in two acts (14 scenes). 
ee: Lorenz Hart; music, Richard Rod- 
gers; book. Rodgers and» Hart; staged by 
Robert Sinclair; choreography, George Bal- 
anchine; settings. Raymond Sovey; cos- 
tumes. Helene Pons; musieal director. 
Gene Salzer 
Maizie LaMar... gaia Aileen Poe 
Dan LaMar. .....Jere Delaney | 
Val LaMar ..Ray Heatherton 
Billie Smith.. Mitzi Green | 
Nat D. Willia .. George E. Mack 
Emma Willi ..Evhel Intropidi 
Marshall Blac .. Alfred Drak« 
Gus Fielding. .....s-.cee- Rolly Pickert 
Boo’ er Vanderpos' ..Kenneth Wilkins | 
Pinkie .....-Bob Fishelson 
Lee Calhoun ..Dana Hardwick 
Betwregard Cath un......- Douglas Peri 
Sam Revnolds weeeese Ray McDonald | 
Dolores Reyre'*s. ........Grace McDonald | 
Lincoln Vand Bs oc +b adenas Leroy James 
Peter errr try Duke McHak 
SReriff Revnce'''s.. 1... cosces George Watts 
I SEE. 6 ns 60 de gae subenes Wynn Murray 
Rene Flombeav hevis ped Aljan ce Lovill 
Phil MeCoe be Tess Alvin Kerr 
Dr. Snyder..............George E. Mackay 

Rodzers and Hart have delivered a 
set of sock tunes that will be 





and tooted for 
They have donated 
a better-than-average book. Over- 
loo!sing usual opening night irregu- 
lariities and over-long sequences, it 
appears that the producer has a bor- 
derline c2ce on his hands; but a mu- 
siecl show piece that can be whipped 
int» shape for a decent run. 

Music is the biggest entry on the 
eredit side to which may be added 
uniszue choreography: bright, fresh, | 
yourhful talent (almost unknown in | 
the musicomedy field); varied and | 
mestly good dancing. Lack of mar- 
quee names is the most serious 
‘debit, although the youngsters in 
‘Arms’ should satisfy especially the 
jaded show-catcher who wants a de- 
parture from the sappy, vapid musi- 
cal comedies that pull mainly 
throush marquee names and gaudy. 
lush costuming and scenery. 

Comecy is okay, although brilliant 
lines are scarce. On the other hand, 
the gags are clean. No nudity, no 
show girls, no plush or gold plate 
may mean ‘no sale’ to a big Broad- 


hvmmed, whistled 


months on end. 


|a dream 


| full length of the stage. 


| chine ballet-chorus 
| Aida setting, with Egyptian costum- 





way clique looking for flash and 
flesh 

All but five or six people cast are 
in their teens, or early twenties, rep- 
resenting children of broken down 
vaude actors who cannot support 
them properly. Slated to be placed 
on a government ‘work farm’ within 
two weeks of the time the show 
opens, young performers produce a 
show in a red barn to raise a com- 
munal fund that will save them from 
the New Deal project. 

Day-saver is a forced landing of 
a French trans-ocean flyer on the 
property bought on speculation by 
the LaMar family. It becomes 
America’s big airport on the en- 
dorsement of Cal LaMar, the vaude- 
villian’s son who poses as the avia- 
tor (while latter recovers conscious- 
ness). 

Much interest centered about Mitzi 
Green’s initiation into the musical 
field. Consensus of the lobby talk 
was that, although still in develop- 
ment stage, Miss Green is a comer. 
A little weak on the voice side (vol- 
ume and quality), she shines through 
with vivacious personality and show- 
manship. Two bits of mimicry 
clicked heavily. 

Ray Heatherton, as 
could hardly be heard in the far 
reaches of the house, indicating a 
good voice lost without a mike. Rolly 
Pickert and Grace McDonald sell 
their vocals with a bit more verve 
and top off with neat dancing. 

Best song-seller in the outfit is 
Wynn Murray, a hefty gal, taking 
the role of a baby Hollywood star. 
Handed the assignment of selling the 
hottest tune of the show, ‘Johnny 
One Note,’ easily carries off top 


male lead, 


honors in the vocal department. 
She lands also with ‘Way Out West,’ 
a Manhattan buckaroo lyric, and 
‘Imagine,’ a smoother tune that has 
that certain lilt. 

Last mentioned is keynoter for the 
outstanding number in the show—a 
ballet-tap routine by Duke McHale, 
and delightfully dressed by a pro- 
longed series of changing locales of 
marked only by a flock of 
set-pieces slid across the stage by 
concealed dancers and whatnot. Ten- 
foot panels, representing New York | 
buildings, seem higher when couple | 
of dancers waddle it, like dwarfs in 
cloak-line costumes. As the dreamer 
(McHale) simulates swimming the 





| ocean, ballet gals flutter gauze-like 


waves that stretch between them the 
There are 
many other novel tricks that will 
(combined with the excellent Mc- 
Hale footwork) cause much word-of- 
mouth on ‘Babes.’ Another Balan- 
number in an 


ing made up of Cannon towelings, 
runs a close second. If the works of 
Messrs. Rodgers, Hart and Balan- 
chine alone were the basis of apprai- 
sal ‘Babes’ would be in long pants 
before it closed; but there are too 
many dubious elements in its pres- 
ent state to mark it okay for a long- 
term lease on any Broadway house. 

The producer will have two and a 
half weeks here to re-hash and bol- 
ster. Meanwhile such catchy tunes 
as ‘Where or When’ (most plugged 
in the show), ‘Babes in Arms,’ ‘Im- 
agine,’ ‘Johnny One Note’ and ‘All at 
Once’ will have reached the ears of 
New Yorkers. They should pave the 
way and arouse anticipation. 

Whether ‘Babes’ runs long or fiz- 
zles Mitzi Green’s name has made 
the mazdas for keeps. Other names 
that should mean something in a 
season or two: Duke McHale, Grace 
McDonald, Wynn Murray, and Le- 
Roy James, a colored kid hoofer who 
has plenty on the ball. Special men- 
tion goes to Aljan de Loville, who 
made the most of a most thankless 
adult role, the French aviator. 

Very good sets, and okay lighting. 

ox. 








HITCH YOUR WAGON 


Washington, March 30. 
in three acts (nine scenes) by 
Bernard C. Schoenfeld; presented by Mal- 
colm L. Pearson and Donald EF. Baruch; di- 
rected by Garson Kanin; settings, Watson 
Barratt. At Belasco theatre, Washington, 
March 29, ‘37 


Comedy 


EIOMMOTY 00.000 ccs wrectocs »»»-Mary I. Wickes 
Jimmy the Orderly.....eee+- Keenan Wynn 
MEMRe OOMIGT . ciccdvecccevéas Joseph Sweeney 
WOE TIUMCRDs..cccccvceicvegce George Curzon 
Milas ScHWArtS. .cccccccccccces Dennie Moore 


2 ay ree William Tracy 






Constantin Yox........ Robert X. Williams 
Mr. WOyMne..ccccsecscccsecece Willis Claire 
TORE DVO oc cocccdcccecvesd Gilmore James 
RNs 2 0.0 06600-00600 5 6008608 Ethel Purnello 
St NOs 5004054660044 Joseph Greenwald 
2 |) errr ers «+-Kenneth Roberts 
Mrs. Schwartz.......e+ee++.-Dora Weissman 
| eer Tr e++-Millicent Green 
SONU 36s +c 0b000egece ++.-.George Hunter 
Master of Ceremonies....James G. Backus 

Ri oenhd-Pannbesce das -.-Robert Kellard 
bh EE OT ERE -+- John Galedon 
Speedy McLane....-.. Prveyy Frank Munn 
Taxi Driver...............:-Thomas Willard 





This one may not last. very long, 
but while it does it'll stir up plenty 
of talk. Although neither advance 
agents nor critics gave any intima- 
tion of similarity here, it was ap- 
parent to entire house, after first 
three minutes, that it was wide-open 
burlesque of newspaper version of 
start of Barrymore-Barrie romance. 
Agreement in lobby was that this 
gives it its chief claim to fame. Asa 
play it’s unmitigated farce, with half 
its laughs through slapstick and its 
lines amply decked out with hoke. 
Hung as it is on last year’s headlines, 
however, anything may happen. 

First performance was surprisingly 
smooth, especially in view of com- 
plex staging and direction problems. 
As presented, show is long and loose, 
but tightening ought to be easy. 





Opens in private room of Knicker- 

















Sandals have at last found their perfect mate in the 
new I. Miller “Sandal Sole” hosiery. Gloriously sheer, 


they provide an exquisite 


background for all spring 


and summer sandals. 


From 1.00 to 1.95 in 2? 
1552 BR 


and 3 thread weights 





Legal Warning 





Washington, March 30. 
Following wire was received 
at the Belasco just before the 
curtain Monday night (29), pur- 
ported to be from John Barry- 
more’s Hollywood lawyer. 
Manager, Belasco theatre, 
and producers: of ‘Hitch 
Your Wagon’: 
From report it 
‘Hitch Your Wagon’ bur- 
lesques my client Barry- 
more as well as Elaine Bar- 
rie. I hereby warn you that 
I will hold you strictly re- 
sponsible, if this play is 
produced, on behalf of my 
client. 
Henry C. Huntington. 


appears 











bocker sanitarium with nurse bawl- 
ing attendant out for trying to sneak 
bottle in to Rex Duncan, Hollywood 
and his manager, Matt Conroy, tells 
him he must get in shape or he is 
throuth with »ix. T. Rex that’s o. 
k., since he is sore at way studios 
have made him a clothes horse for 
10 years and longs for old days when 
he was a ‘real actor’ on stage. Al- 
though Rex has given orders to keep 
adoring femmes out, he turns around 
to find awkward, goggle-eyed blonde 
in the room. She offers him a bow] 


of noodle soup as expression of her. 


admiration, not of Rex the flicker 
star, but Rex the ‘actor.’ He goes for 
the flattery hook, line and sinker. 
When she leaves her address. he 
swipes an overcoat, takes his fiddle 
and a bottle and beats it out of the 
hospital. After an interlude in the 
park with a taxi driver, he shows up 
in his blue silk pajamas at the gal’s 
Bronx apartment. 


Papa Schwartz, who is backing Mel 
Kahn, all-American grid star, for Ca- 
mille’s hand, is annoyed but he takes 
it in his stride. Mama, who put Ca- 
mille uv to making the hospital trinv. 
is all atwitter. First act curtain drops 
on Rex, gloriously tight, sprawled on 
a table reciting ‘Anthony and Cleo- 
patra’ to Camille, while mama looks 
fondly on. 


Blackouts show newspapers, Holly- 
wood and Rex’s manager trying to 
track him down. Cab driver tips 
them off and Schwartz apartment is 
focal point of world. Rex goes on 
the wagon and discovers that Camille 
is a woman, not a little girl. Camille 
accepts his poetry as a proposal, and 
mama calls in newspavers to an- 
nounce their erragement. Soon Rex 
is planning return to the stage in 
‘Anthony and Cleopatra,’ with Ca- 
mille as Cleo. 

At a vaude benefit he follows a 
torch singer to do a scene with Ca- 
mille, but listens to her speak three 
lines and scrams. Camille calls out 
Mel and three of his backfield pals, 
who give Rex the works, and dump 
him in her apartment. After being 
down trying to duel all comers, 
with Papa Schwartz’ $20 cane, Rex 
gives up and discovers that Mel is on 
his way out. Rex’s manager and di- 
rector, who have arrived on scene. 
decide to put M 1 into pictures, and 
thus deflect Camille from Rex. It 
doesn’t work out quite that way, but 
itll do. Curtain goes down on Ca- 
mille and Rex going out to elone, 
mama still threatening to sue. chas- 
ing papa, who has fled to Astor hotel. 
Rex hitting the bottle again, and his 
manager calling to reserve same 
room at the sanitarium. 

George Curzon plays role of Dun- 
can to the hilt, although he does a 
better burlesque of Noel Coward than 
of Barrymore, and Dennie Moore sat- 
isfies first-nighters as Camille. Credit 
for making most out of a supporting 
part goes in a walk to Joseph Green- 
wald as the even-keeled Papa 
Schwartz. 


Hospital room is just that and noth- 
ing more. Blackouts, some on raised 
platforms, were somewhat sloppy 
due to number in_ short time. 
Schwartz apartment is large and ade- 
quate, though not exactly a rich 
piece of construction. 

Craig. 


EXCURSION 


Philadelphia, March 30. 


A comedy in three acts by Victor Wolf- 


son. Staged by Worthington Miner; sei- 
tings, Gladys KE. Calthrop. Presented by 
John C. Wilson at the Erlanger theatre, 
Philadelphia, March 2%, °37. 
Obediah...ccscccccvcessecse Whitford Kane 
BsMUOM . cc ccccccsccccssesecccoss John Cherry 
SLOVONS. ccccccccccvccscecececses Fred Stewart 
US 6.0:6.0060004000646660600056 William Foran 
EMR ccceseceses eons William H. Malone 
i” PPPPPerrrrrvrrirrer, John L. Kearney 
ps errr rr J. Hammond Dailes 
Mrs, Geasling. .csccccoceseceees Irene Cattell 
Mike Geasling....cccotecsecs Jackie Grimes 
Mr. Boomer......e+6. cocccee. Mienry Clark 
BEG. BOOMRET . «60600000 cdsere Kathryn Grace 
BMOENNOs 00:0 +63505068000000000% Frances Fullet 
SOOEUMs . ccccvecsBbeseeeees Connie Gilchrist 
RBM. ccccccesacovessoscocess MeIVin Leigh 
| WPPPOTETEPT TTI Trier Robert Thomsen 
eR Pee Jennie Moscowitz 
Be WRENN cteevcsesesined James R. Waters 
CO rr. reer Lester Wald 
Be, BOUOCNTIOs oii cicviscowecat Shirley Rooth 
Red Magoon........itobert Bruce Williams 
Eileen Loschavio.......... Marilyn Erskine 
Me WMD céccceteuweeans Flora Campbell! 
} Richard Pitman.......... Richard Kendrick 
Pat Sloan............William H. Chambers 
OUD tasnsetesecceceneccaewal Anthony Ross 
PS india senwhedey ses eeeute Joseph Olney 


soenee Conway Washi-urne 





Of all the many try-outs the Er- 
langer has had this season, ‘Excur- 





sion’ looks, by far, the best, although 


changed over to his style. 
only to discover it is merely a mas- 
querade. 
again. 


character. 
his wife and gives up the child. His 





it’s a long way from being set in 
its present state. 


It's a comedy that offers, in one 


way, a humorous trend of ‘Outward 
Bound’ and 
time, a suggestion of the now well- 
worn ‘Grand Hotel’ idea. 


includes, at the same 


Locale of the play is a boat plying 
between New York and Coney Is- 
land. The boat’s name is the ‘S. S. 
Happiness’ and its captain, Obediah, 
decides, all of a sudden, that the 
usual short, almost ferry-like route 
isn’t enough for his patrons. They 


should have a trip to sea; they should 


go down to the tropics. He has an 
isle in mind, a garden spot off the 
coast of Trinidad. 

So off they go one night, much to 
everybody’s surprise, and the rest 
of the play concerns the reactions of 
the crew as they, gradually or sud- 
denly, as the case may be, realize 
that their Coney Island steamer has 
become an ocean liner. 

The ‘Grand Hotel’ touch is given 
by the unfolding of the various fam- 
ily and personal problems of many 
of the passengers. 

There are, for example, Captain 
Obediah, himself, and Jonathan, his 
salt-water brother from Maine; 
there are Mr. and Mrs. Fitchel, a 
delightfully portrayed Jewish cou- 
ple; there are Mrs. Loschavio and 
her precocious daughter; there are 
the two young Pitmans, offspring of 
the ship line, and there is Lollie, the 
show’s only heroine, if it has one. 

That is only a part of the long 
personnel which, as a whole, is top- 
notch. 

The play’s been directed in okay 
fashion by Worthington Miner, and 
its greatest need is shortening and 
sharpening. Curtain fell here the 
first night at 11:25. Show can stand 
20 or 25 minutes out without a gasp. 
Act II, especially, calls for cutting, 
although it has the real strength of 
the show. 

Best performances are provided by 
Whitford Kane in the fat role of the 
river-boat captain, Obediah. It’s no 
wonder he dropped a small role in 
‘Richard II’ to take it. The gamble 
is good, although this show is far 
from in. Frances Fuller, as Lollie, 
as near a heroine as the piece has, 
is good, and Jennie Moscowitz and 
James R. Waters are okay in two 
strong dialect parts. J. Hammond 
Dailey is fine as old Jonathan. Syl- 
via Leigh is neat as one of the hero- 
ine’s gal friends and Flora Campbell 
is the other (and more conservative) 
love interest, being the daughter of 
the line-owner. Shirley Booth con- 
tributes a nice bit as the mother of a 
precocious child. 

Mr. Miner has directed* the play 
extremely well, and it moves 
smoothly, despite its over-length. Of 
the recent try-outs seen here since 
the start of the year it impresses 
as the one with the best chances. 

Waters. 


Between Two Women 
Los Angeles, March 23. 


Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
Carey Wilson. Presented and directed by 
Ben Bard at the Ben Bard Playhouse, Los 
Angeles, March 23, '37 


PET Eee TE rere re Roger Hand 
George Putnam Gillice..... Wallace Gregory 
Sen eOM TROMAR.. 6600 csd0ssacs Ben Rochelle 
Miss Georgia Gillice....Norman Williamson 
a... A reas Adele Jerome 
Dolly Ue hates 640% 8 eds00 Ks .Velma Wayne 
eT eer Huntley Robertson 





As an intimate offering for the lit- 
tle theatre, ‘Between Two Women’ 
holds its own, but it is very doubtful 
if this effort by Carey Wilson, better 
known for his screen pennings, will 
get any further than the playshop 
stage. 

Piece is a sophisticated comedy 
taking an ultra-modern slant on so- 
cial relations. Theme stretches itself 
to the bursting point in an attempt to 
be smart. Most of the characters 
are overdrawn and fail to convince 
or amuse. 

__Plot provides a conglomeration of 
ideas and situations that are thread- 
bare in their familiarity, although 
veiled with a coating of new shellac. 
Triangle is concocted, which almost 
develops into a quadrangle, with the 
treatment accorded the ex-husband, 
divorced wife, mistress, and child. 

; Playboy husband, whose main idea 
in life is to be gay, gets rid of his 
quiet home-body spouse, take on a 
mistress and attempts to raise his 
child. The mistress, however, tires 
of painting the town and concentrates 
her efforts on taking care of the man 
and the child. The wife, in an effort 
to win him back, stages a seductive 
interlude to convince him she has 
He falls, 


He turns to the mistress 


Playboy husband remains true to 
He refuses to return to 


luck holds out, however, when his 
mistress returns and he promises 
faithfulness. 


Delicacy of some situations and 


dialog puts the presentation definitely 
on the shelf as far as the films are 
concerned. 


Bard again uses the swing cast. 


with opening performance played by 
Roger Hand, Wallace Gregory, Ben 
Rouchelle. Norma Williamson, Adele | 
Jerome, Velma Wayne and Huntley 
Robertson. 
able, especially Norma Williamson as 
the nine-year-old child, but much of 
her dialog is too mature to ring true 
with adult audiences. 


Cast is sufficiently cap- 


} 


Bard directed and production is | 


given customary playhouse sto7ing. 


Barr. 


a 


Dishonored American 
Pasadena, March 21. 


Melodrama in prolog and three acts (five 
esenes) by Ramon Romero. Directed by 
Norman Philbrick. Presented in the Lal. 
oratory theatre of the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse, March 21, ’37. ‘ 


Sa-Tanta.....cccsesces wddeoee tbs Henry Hale 
Indian Commissioner...... Wesley Meredith 
BOW. 65600085605 664050606 0.0 6045-68 Jan Arvan 
MERON. ce ctivcecedsicacoceseedes Charles Wood 
WRIOBRs Ko ccccdcovececsecas Talayha Lippman 
Oe: DIMOND ck ons 65000 64 cenledes.c +s Ned Kapp 
Nikomas.....+.-+- eeveeseceeeees Mary Greene 
GisO BAMGOTS. cock eccesscccecse Glorian Gray 
BAW OS WO. cccccesccass Bruce Milholland 
BERS: TREC VOR: cc hc ccccecccccccces Betty Flint 
Eagle Eye........ Sed 64 Hed Ks George Tyrone 
Mrs. Eagle Eye.......... Virginia Radclifte 
MEOGMATO ss cccccc dt tecaccececoscd Audrey Smith 
Pete Clark ry Dick Damon 
Mrs. Sunflower....... -Katherine Karlton 
8 es ee ee eee eee Johnny Eppolito 
First Salesman......... Veeenen Dick Naylor 
Second Salesman... lL. A. Rosenfield, Jr. 
Third Salesman......... Bertram Johannes 
Se ae ee ener ae Jack Nelson 
WeMIAR s cccceccesvccceesecessse John Hart 


PPT TT Tee Te ee William Pullen 





Sympathetic in theme but overbur- 
dened with words and too confined 
by the limitations of the stage, ‘Dis- 
honored American’ offers little 
chance of future success. Ther> is 
the possibility that with the larger 
scope of films and an elaborated plot 
treatment it might prove an intrigu- 
ing screen play. 

Ramon Romero, the author, shews 
a deep understanding of the prob- 
lems that beset the Osage Indians of 
Oklahoma in the period around 1910 
after the white speculators discov- 
ered the value of their lands as oil 
fields. 

Central character of the play is 
Nikomas, aged widow of the tribal 
chief and mother of the new Jeader. 
She alone refuses to lease her lands 
and to accept the white man’s civil- 
ization and her son, Sa-Tanta, who 
comes home to follow her example 
and lead his men in open revolt, but 
not before the white schemers have 
stolen the land from Nikomas. 

Allied with the white swindlers is 
a woman of the night life, who cheats 
at gambling and finally falls in love 
with the young chief. He tricks her 
into thinking he has succumbed to 
her wiles, but only to trap her. Yet 
he nearly loses his Indian sweet- 
heart, Witona. 

As presented ‘Dishonored Ameri- 
can’ has the benefit of several excel- 
lent performances under the direc- 
tion of Norman Philbrick. Outstand- 
ing is the work of Mary Green as 
Nikomas, the old Indian widow, and 
of Glorian Gray, as Cleo Sanders, the 
blonde femme lure. Talayha Linp- 
man is good as Witona, the Indian 
sweetheart, and Henry Hale, con- 
vincing as Sa-Tanta. the young chief. 
Ned Kapp does well by his role of 
the Indian agent. - Murf. 


HAPPILY EVER AFTER 


Beverly Hills, March 25, 


Comedy in three acts by Emery E. Ery, 
adapted by Alvin Kerr. Staged by Harry 
Hayden. At the Bliss-Hayden Miniature 
theatre, Beverly Hills, March 25, ’37. 


PMNS 9:0 8060650682 6560004 Hs 0 Walter Murray 
pn Be Pr ree Ray Clifford 
Ween SOMOS 60 + 0586405 Marjorie Gordon 
Pi ae eee eee Bill Griffis 
Eugene Sheppard............0.:. Ron Steele 
DERFINM THAW s 6560s cccccccvicce Mary Russell 
Elsie Ryan...............Marcella MacRae 





Playboys and philanderers appear 
to be the favorite characters on the 
little theatre stages in this area, but 
this intimate playhouse shack is 
staged and acted with more finesse 
than is the fate of the majority. ‘Hap- 
pily Ever After’ is a sophisticated 
comedy with a sprinkling of ethics 
and morals. 

Play smacks of picture possibilities 
in its essential idea, comedy situa- 
tions and characterizations. Oppor- 
tunities are provided for widening 
and building comedy with the broader 
medium of the films. 

Story depicts amusing circum- 
stances which confront a playboy 
who gets a taste of his own medicine 
at the hands of his second wife, des- 
perately in love with him. On the 
eve of their wedding, in a neat love 
scene in which she reveals she is 
aware of his loose character, they ar- 
range an agreement for two years, as 
he isn’t sure it will last longer than 
that. 

The two years are almost up, when 
the wife puts her plan into operation 
and frames a fake affair with her 
husband’s best friend. Hounded by 
his ex-wife and other girl friends, he 
is brought to heel by the knowledge 
of this affair. Her infidelity hits him 
hard and he realizes that he loves 
her. And the scheme is finally ex- 
plained satisfactorily to him. ; 
Cast standout is Mary Russell in 
the role of the second wife. She 
lends charm to a nicely drawn part 


(Continued on page 65) 
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Plays on Broadway 








FAREWELL SUMMER 


Comedy-drama presente at Fulton, 
Y.. March 29, ‘37, by Walter Franklin; 
written by North Bigbee and Walter Hol- 








incredible. Prisoners seem to be able 
to get together and plot without in- 
terference. There is no wall-rapping 
nor codes. However, the play is so 
paced that points, which may create 


Strong Finish 





Final week of the Metropoli- 
tan’s season Saturday (27) is 
figured to have been the big- 


ANN ARBOR SKEDS 
A4TH MAY FESTIVAL 


Detroit, March 30. 








gest of 1936-37 term. Strongest 
ticket demand was for ‘Parsifal,’ 
its sole presentation this season 











| With Eugene Ormandy conducting 
; the Philadelphia Symph, the 44th 
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Leblanging $7.50 
Benefit Admissions 
For ‘Babes’ at $1.10 


Gray's ticket office is undertaking 





- Lois Wilson featured; staged by ; ; : : ‘i 3 ons « 7 ‘bor stiv ri ld |its first sale of tickets for a legit 
— Kamsler; settings, Frederick Fox, | doubt in the audience mind, are being given Friday (26) after- pee ona nea lolgptan sg | preview po advance showing ‘of 
$3.30 top. a aie rather forgotten, for Antoinette noon. Single ticket brought as in Hill Aude, May 12 to 15. Kir- Sea , ’ - sat t th s} ' . N 

. StUATE. wecceccccvevess suzanne Jackson : rar 4 | : . 9 , : “ , aabes In rms a re ohupert, W, 
a mtuart eae estuetssecs George Spaulding marty has again SY © COEVET JON. nigh $25, with double that | Sten Flagstad, who heads the list of Y., April 12 for a scholarship so- 
eit) Stuart.....-.scesceceees Lois Wilson Action is mostly in the jail. First price offered, but the specs | soloists ys ne ye RNs b “ a st é Pp so 
“Melty LINGHAVs).< 6s ccccccces Marilyn Jolie | scene shows the quick arrest of a could not deliver soloists, will appear at the opening | ciety. Play opens, officially, the fol- 
ay pe PSP LURP CECT LEC Ellen Love te Pathe eae ; = a | : 4 oe | : » oo 
ee wor Albert Lindsay..Walter Gilbert gangster killer and a youngster Ww ho Met will extend its next sea- | night concert. | lowing night. 

Guy Boyd...--.-+-++++: ‘eee oe loaned him the gun belonging to his son. First American performance of | Entire house had been sold out 
— AW SECeRE ‘Lynn. Whitney 7 tas poe igen, Meer toade << aoe | Fogg’s ‘The Seasons’ will be offered |to Enelow Memorial Scholarship 

1 Sn : ‘ é é inor | ‘ , . 

Philip Howard.....- CAC eniees 68 James Todd robber rs oo! a " t ns f a rt , Rees sa ae ici : | May 13 by the University of Michi- | Fund, which disposed of orchestra 
el. cvaese ccs Vireteke Cambell y and are sent up for shor university, would seriously object to gan Choral union with Lauritz ate ¢ mmbers at prices ranging 

T. J. Gr€@N...ceeeeeeevee Richard S. Bishop | terms. a parent being remarried. lv leh t Y Pe ; - } Seals Oo men * S at prices ‘ bad 

y ? ehenc rr . ! leh > ° no > ~< Pye ‘ > vet 

Bobo. . sasaipenthsonsases < ear ig ping The boy, John Stone, is torn be Miss Adler plays the part of the im aor ; pence une ~—— from $5 to $25. But the _au pice ; 

ee ee iy tween love of his adoring Madge and | housekeeper with so much clarity | Festival Chorus will present a can- |couldn’t dispose of the $7.50 first 
¢ the fear that Frank Wilson will get | and sustenance as to make it almost | tata on the afternoon program, May | mezzanine tickets. So Gray’s was 

One of those innocuous plays | him if he tells the truth. Fred Burke, | break through the spell of unbelief | 14, while in the evening, Elisabeth | called in to peddle the loft tickets 
which come too often, but seem to| is convicted and sentenced to the | the entire play casts. There is a} Rethberg and Ezio Pinza will sing | at $1.10. 
gang up in the spring. Doubtless | chair. His alibi, that of being in the good supporting company, headed by | at concert, conducted in part by . taints 
reached the boards through mis- | park with Madge at the time of the | Isadore Cashier and Abraham Teitel- | yyy Higbee. 
taken estimation of the script. April | murder, is disbelieved by the jury. | baum. Cast also boasts a new name, | i ae Pe ’ . 
showers will probably be falling| That is another weak part of the | Charlotte Arnon. She was known| Joseph Knitzer, violinist, will be Tokyo Symph S Trip 
some time after it has gone. story, if based on truth. jas Charlotte Goldstein until now— | soloist for the afternoon concert | 

Authors are said to be two south- Defense attorney loses on appeal, | and has done better work. Kauf. | May 15, with Jose Iturbi batoning. 

















ern newspapermen, and they have 


three acts without finishing it may 


that it is understandable how the 


that he confesses, only an hour or 








yesterday (Tuesday) filed a counter- 


| To Paris Expo Nixed 


b } and conducts a brief examination of | | A_ concert form of ‘Aida’ will be 
spotted agg em 4 th a “~— univer-| John in prison, with the idea of | , . e Freeride that evening, with the cast a 
ee Cees Yer ley were | proving that the boy had lifted the | F | R d Fil including Mme. Rethberg, Marion | ere me 
inspired by Barrie lines in “Alice | gun from Burke’s home. The boy | terna 0a les | Telva, Arthur Carron, Carlo Morelli, | Tokyo, March 6. 
Sit-by-the-Fire’ but that was a one-| denies this, and it is after a jail- | a. “a Ezio Pinza. | Because Japan's music lovers 
: acter. Stringing a romance through | break fails, and he shoots himself, | counter alm mM it don't understand international cul- 


expo, the been 


“party rc ae | tural activities well enough to pony 
have been — ieee. but it isn’t} two before Burke is supposed to ‘ | up 200,000 yen to send the New 
satisfactory stage finaling. burn. The abortive escape brings in Eternal Road Distributing Corp. Salzbur () r G ld Symphony ork of Tokyo to the Paris 

The characters are so sketched | third act firearms. with searchlights g pe a Ul | — . 


boys got jammed up over working 

















pouring over the prison yard. There 
is provided melodramatics, not per- 
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out a solution. In any event the haps so lurid as in ‘The Last Mile,’ against William Kierberg, contractor, | was the prime mover of the propo- 
c heroine is left flat and she seemed | but effective enough. claiming $100,000 damages for failing | | sition and raised a portion of the 
és such a nice girl. Scenes within the jail are the most} to carry out his contract. Sol Hurok is importing for a U. S.| expenses in Paris, with the under- 
q Keith Stuart, daughter of a local interesting and one section of a cell- | Kierberg originally filed suit |tour next year the Salzburg Opera standing that the Jans would come 
se judge, has been successful as the| block is said to be the McCoy—it | against the Eternal Road Corp. for | Gyila a troupe of 70 which includes | tough with the balance. 
4 laboratory assistant He Professor should, if Lawes had his way about | ¢)9 9g6 on the grounds that he had | afi ; ~| This is the second time this year 
4 Lindsay, whom she thinks is the| jit. There are some prison terms such | *. a mixed choir and a_ symphony | aps have dived off the dee 
a 7 ; , is ¢ : fae ‘ : signed a contract last November to | : *|the Japs have dived of 1e deep 
a finest man in the world. He is a|as the title. a phrase used when a} orchestra len® ta line Wiidesieien' tanen 
e young enough man, trying to solve} man is confined in his cell for dis- | erect the stage set for the Reinhardt | ong ,end by oer heat ro} ys Urs 
| the cancer problem, but is happily | obedience. The death house is re-| production at the Manhattan opera| Outfit won a lot of attention at| With a cultural objective and then 
5 married and has kids. ferred to as CC, and a colored} house, N. Y. He was to receive $19,- | the Salzburg fete in Austria last | Sank without a trace due to short- 
Keith realizes she is growing too| prisoner’s reference to his duties | 955 for his work and was to do other | summer. Will arrive on Yankee soil | age of coin. First floppo was the 
fhe job gt gp nla ng = ye ern git electrocutions is rather | work. He claims the amount he is | next September and go right out on} ee tee — Kabuki actors, 
gy — ag , 143 7 rac ; the 2 ; “ities ates -| now definitely off. 
Howard returns from New Orleans. There is a vopulous cast with a suing for was due him when the rte i 5 og for rena Distt 
after being away five years. She | flock of bits required in the enact- | Corp. disposed of his services in De- are now being lined up. 
renews their former friendship, and | ment. Standing out are Charles | cember. P ° ° 
it nearly looks like wedding bells. | Jordan, as the killer who domineers| Corporation claims in its counter | e Soloists in Shanghai 
But, along comes Emma Lou, a little | the kid, making him fear for his life: | suit that Kierberg had failed to | Chi Duals Tokyo, March 9. 
sometimes forgot her accent.” "| yr the clutches of the mobster: Frank |CatY out his end of the agreement A. Strok, Tokyo impresario, sailed 
sometl S a . in the clutches o e mobster: é : . ; its op saa eee : 10 ematieninl 
, Emma Lou recaptures her Phil. | Jaquet, who plays Pop, a kindly old | and that it cost them over $100,000 (Continued from page 27) for Shanghai where he will — 
: but, by that time. he had turned | prisoner in charge of the library, | to engage another contractor. brig for Misc ha Elman, violin- 
, from being a likable lad to a snob.| who intuitively knows that the boy| Kierberg will today ask Justice — ist, and Caquita Blanco, Spanish 
That took out the only eligible male | has something to tell; Maurice|Leary for permission to examine | ture situation won't listen to such | dancer, both of whom are touring 
; and there is sweet Keith, nearly 30, | Burke, a morose felon who plans the | Arthur B. Krimm, secretary of the | arguments and claim that only by | the Orient under his direction. 
pondering upon spinsterhood. The escape; Katherine Meskil. as! now corp., before trial of the action. | going direct to the public will they Strok has announced engagements 
milkman, who passed the bar exams | Johnny's sister, not a long part but | be able to get anywhere on their | d s April and May for Mishel 
. een aT dee etn ns | ee Ee Some. Dee et 7 demands for 4 ‘eturn to single bills eh P heat st: 7 seph Suster 
‘ to wed. So does one of the gayer Harry Bellaver, who is about to be eiie 1 ; : a return to single bills. Piastio, violinis a Joseph Sus er, 
. lads of their set, but she says he is| freed; Frank Lovejoy as the | All-Negro Diavolo Last week the advertising cam- | cellist; Alfred Mirowitch, pianist; 
over-ripe for settling down. The} wrongly-convicted man; James Coots } iii : paign started when several theatres | Tito Schipa, tenor, and Pablo Casals, 
" : ‘ag Los Angeles, March 30. : ; 
, end finds the fine young woman | as the warden; Otto Hulett as the de- | S gt rc ie FY ..| ran ‘anti-double feature’ lines in | céliist. 
i arya . os ‘ shes.| For first time with an all-Negro : . ature ines in 
é : gazing at the harvest moon wonder- | fense attorney; David Huehes,| 1 glo’ will be presented | their advertising copy. Advertise- nenoceniesennssicencnememnatonsitenes 
7 ing what will happen in New York | Frederick Kaufman, Charles Walton | cast, Fra Diavolo will be TN, Cis od ie Stlmindahe x: ani coke 
, ¥ where she is going to assume new } and Leo Kennedy. Smaller parts are | here at the Mason theatre Saturday , scale 1S a prime ex- St. L. S h Tours 
l lab work. all well played. Ibee. (3) by the Federal Music Project. ample of the type of campaign being » Lk. Oymp oO 
’ A few chuckles early in the play, aecipenisimamalsaainls M. de Ricat is staging, with or- | waged. Copy read as follows: St. Louis, March 30. 
; but it settles down to unrequited chestra under direction of Alois| HINSDALE: 20c. Why Pay More?| St. Louis Symphony ork of 90 
a gg ogy igen age ar 9 YIDDISH Reiser. Cast of 85 includes the Los Shirley Temple, Alice Faye members, under leadership of Vladi- 
and, bu ey don elp much, Angeles Federal-Negro chorus. ‘c 9 mir Golschmann, having closed sea- 
although one sappy lad makes a Stowaway repens de hind denied 
. aperng comment about beans. . 1 Feature Picture Only! —_ _ noe — ird ¢ 
> Ois ilson does her best as C. ’ our of seas ay. 
t Keith. Walter Gilbert looked okay DIE EINFACHE FROI | oronation No Sit-Down Contest Here! Tour which ends April 11 will be 
: 5 ewe professor, and there were G. (‘The Simple Woman’) Other theatres also have begun to | through South, tooters visiting Mem- 
bert Smith, with an on-the-level Drama in three acts by Igor Charadieff, (Continued from page 1) take up the ‘sit-down’ slogan, figur- | phis, Birmingham, Atlanta, Savan- 
Py accent (he is a cracker), and James starring Celia Adler; Yiddish adaptation, ing that the clown method of attack- | nah, Montgomery, Columbus, Miss.; 
j Todd, but the result was inevitable. N. Constantinowitz; staged by Mikhail Ra- . , : ; aa ’ ’ “ ’ woe 
ed T° wath, a. T aa , P ing the twin bills will take the sting | N Orleans, Houston, San Antonio 
, Ibee sumny; at 49th St. Theatre, N. Y., March fi rapher of K G “<7e ew rieans, ‘ ’ ’ 
, * | 27, °87; $2.20 top. ecneee DANETEReY 26 ee ores; | Off any trade battles-to the public. | Waco Dallas, Denton and Ft. Worth, 
Dr. Leon Davis.......+ Abraham Teitelhaum Commander Stephen King-Hall, Also advertising heavily on price, | Tex ‘ 
. Tenry *.... Misha Stutchkoff | writer and English radio commenta- . P ee ; ’ vie 
“ CHALKED OUT BOMry «+: seseen enone Charlotte Arnon | tor: Sir Josiah St Rabaahae: ten with the implication that double —— 
- Mrs. Gittle Ratzin aotas buen Salcha Schorr a ate “of D ay sf aia or Sj feature houses charge more than 
g gaiclodrama in three acts presented at the | paiga.........s.++ccsercceeeees “Celia Ader | Marquess of hyte, writer: Dr. Harold | isle feature spots. Wilde and da Vinci 
r at Ta A : 3a em i? aw on Morris Smith.......e+eeseeeee: eon epee rederic te, W , ’ . Ha : Le 
ion dos oe ag Ba yt Re — sini abide h eeae: He aes Bw « J. Laski, lecturer; Viscount Cecil of ee ee of rig mee Bidens Hi pance re ital of eight compositions, with 
™ Perry; settings, John Root. $3.30 top. on ween... * *Taadore Cashier Chelwood, statesman: Lord Strabolgi, that — am Pct c an : ey aac - aeealnee sgge A ee ee 
vy Mates ene i crccirtts Mabel Montgomery gcdekeeee TF fe wags Mey ve chairman of Great Britain’s Radio or single “nie gag yunee deliver . Louis Haber, George gr ish, At Guild 
e Johnny Stone ...... yess Ay ~ tS aad aha acti soaks Assn; the Dutchess of Athol, social- pares ee sited br th oh mem a theatre, N. 3. March 98, ‘3%. 
= eth 5) Tt -- Frank Lovejoy Celia Adler of the copious Adler | ite: Ellen C. Wilkinson, Labor Mem- oh ‘a 1 ~_ y ree . vertisement o —_---- ; 
> Officer Carter.” ae, ~~ Taller clan, royal family of Yiddish legit. | ber of Parliament. € symphony, thus: Said to be formerly in vaudeville, 
"1 Officer Black tissttseeeeess Frank Lindsay | hasn’t been seen in some time. That’s| Three CBS lads—Paul White, spe- SYMPHONY: 20c. Renee Wilde and Lora da vine! have 
~ + Ae John M. James | @ fauit of the manner in which Yid- | cia} events director, Bob Trout, an- Gary Cooper - Jean Arthur turned to eqneeet — ge le eee 
4 Smitty tees ag pra teed dish legit is organized today. She’s| noyncer, and Ed Murrow—sail in ‘The Plai > pearance, their rs\ in ney a : 
~ Scappa ‘IPT IDID! Maurice’ Burke | an excellent actress and should be 0n | | saa n¢i) for London to handle Co- € insman they offer a program of six shor 
BEET Ge veneeevcnssts<asesss Renald Brogan | yiew constantly. But in better plays _ : : Well Balanced compositions, one of medium length 
+ nad SEE EEEEEEE Frederick Kaufman | than this one lumbia’s short waving of the Coro- ; and one in six parts. Both in con- 
> xn siete cetgbesveseresees. Sandy Strouse imost a shame to sock | Mation exercises on May 12. After Single Feature Program! ception and execution their work 
ad trans pdeeemmmiappenabar Bale Davies! It seems aimost & shank eon. | the affair, Murrow will remain| There is a movement among the | varies. Aside from the fact that the * 
1 Se tect tee eee ees Cites Charles Walton | this production, since it is a con . , — F recital is overlong and tends to grow 
y le igeceusteeenes eee Philip Faversham scious attempt to get away from the abroad at network's European rep. exhibitors who are battling doubles Meoanenan ieee af the individual pact 
e Bosses rte se Owen ccuote | stereotyped, always a startling ma-| CBS is running series of broad-| that Allied collect a general fund saithene Gaiein aman emaliaineanes 
se Sergeant Monahan...... Robert J. Mulligan | neuver in Yiddish legit. It is a pre-| casts picked up from London, on} for a real advertising battle on the * least as danced by Miss Wilde and 
m Pop Pal Keeper ......+.+... Leo Kennedy | Soviet. Russian play and was un-| which British peers give vocal build- | question, and grab regular space in Miss da Vinci 
S Rey rere Mensests teres rank Jaavet | doubtedly good in its day. It might| ups to advance publicizing the} the dailies and on the local radio . La ats arently @ 
<- Patsy 000000022222] III pavia Hughes [even be good today if the action | crowning. First was on last Friday | stations to influence the public in gg Ei siggy |e agp 
7€0 arry Tilso 7er : § . “ M : DD, € ; « « 
» gO ebebpieteaetiey ~ 4 Wutett a" = caine acenaees a. aha (26), when the Keeper of the Keys | the matter. However, Allied is pro- | warm to moderate spirit. That ap- 
~ District Attorney ........ coves ss oda Smith “’ A ale mg AP ans. ono and in| at Westminster Abbey spoke. ceeding cautiously in the situation, plies to the vitality of their com- 
rt ohnson ................Marlin Poindexter | modern clothes it is entirely too an- unwilling to stick its collective neck | positions as well as_ the dancing 
4 Roeper ibneebiepns Herke se ¥es Price Holmes | tiquated a theme. out or to get involved in a city-wide itself. Of the pair, Miss - — 
MOWOE seccscucccies erry. Jo *. Taylor ‘ ‘ . : - ossesses more grace afr 
, @ EE lowe Tale] penesaue in aubject-matter and HAPPILY EVER AFTER | Pubic mes enna nas ure fous atnaton 
. handling, play tells of a famous Col- , . n tne omer side oF the fence are | which, at least, makes it pleasanter 
: a4 a, has moe — oA ‘ lege professor who elects to marry ‘Continued from page 64) those exhibitors who are going it hot = wee Bg : P 
Out’ js ie while . th his housekeeper, and the conseé- and heavy on the bargain policy| pre P eral 4 mo 
stri not ca culated to break the quences of that decision. His friends ee . ; idea, and the result has been the lere are several amusing - 
ing. it is steadily interesting and d family are shocked and driven and plays it with poise and personal- , su as € | ments in the recital. One is offered 
t Should do fairly well for a limited | 2” . oein children. even, whom the | ity.. Marjorie Gordon and Bill Griffis | coming of the triple-feature pro- | by the ‘Chaotic Interlude’ part of the 
: westod. housekeeper had brought up during | Contribute comedy as a pair of mod-| grams, as indicated by the spread | final suite, which is a sure howl to 
: Prison plays are usually devoid of her 25 years’ tenancy, and who love | erns in love, who delight in being in| ads of, for instance, the northside lanyone who has seen Fannie Brice’s 
daqence: and here there is but a her in the first act, run off and leave | 0M all their friends’ private business. | Rosewood, with ad: |modern dance burlesque in the last 
ash, the roster being necessarily th rof. But the woman's sim- Ron Steel plays the husband's pal OSEWOOD: 3 FEATURES | ‘Follies.’ Another is some wholesale 
Predominantly male, which may be seity and wisdom win back the | 2nd Marcella MacRae convinces as CR : hes oS |eracking of joints, particularly dur- 
~~ thing the matter with the melo- Sains clan for a third-act finale. the jealous ex-wife. ‘Winterset’—B. Meredith and Margo | ing one dance. 
tatinn saat its contents are authori- It’s all a bit awry from the modern Weak point is the flagrant miscast- | ‘Let’s Make a Million’—E, E. Horton Standouts are ‘Composition § in 
Si Ph indicated by the fact that oa t Placed in an American ing of Ray Clifford as the husband | ‘Smartest Girl in Town’—Sothern. | Circles’ (danced by Miss Wilde in 
ats Sing’s Warden Lawes collabo- re Sal ‘odes with the prof alleg- | Who finally decides to stop philander- Raymond lsolo), ‘Clarion’ (danced by Miss da 
Seetee the authorship. Some of — cote nelebrating his 25th anniversary | ing. His playboy is not convincing Plus: March of Time and Vinci), ‘Water Lilies’ (in which both 
th son Penology are set forth |<." chool, the actions and back- | enough to give the possibilities of the Mickeu Mouse dancers showed to striking pictorial 
Ough the play is by no means at aerate ousiveby too Delancey St. | character full sway and provide the . "ies y se ; effect), and ‘Narcissus’ (danced by 
’ | ypaganda. in Abe. tt 1 hit hard to | available motivation to the play. Tom.—3 Features—Cleopatra, Miss da Vinci). Evening as a whole 
< hat felons are permitted the free-| to fit in. es ‘ds cf tad liarry Hayden staged and directed. Golddiggers of 1937’ & was hardly a success. House was 
dom : i ‘allow that modern kids . , : 
—_ 4 of the big house, as shown in} swall : 43 , les in a Barr. ‘Career Woman about two-thirds filled. Hobe, 
the Play, is somewhat surprising and brilliant scholastic example 
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61 Guggenheim Fellowships 

Award of 61 fellowships with a| 
total value of $130,000, for research | 
purposes in 1937, were announced | 
this week by the John Simon Gug- 
genheim Memorial Foundation, | 
founded in 1925 by the former Sen- | 
ator and his wife, in memory of | 
their son. Grants average $2,500, | 
most being for a year’s study, with | 
some for snorter periods. | 

Four awards go to persons en- 
gazed in the theatre. They are: 
Robert Ardrey, Chicago playwright, 
for creative work in drama; Stewart 


Chaney, N. Y. stage designer, for | 
studies of European stagecraft; Mor- | 
decai Gorelik, N. Y. director, to con- | 
tinue the study of influence in the 
theatre of scientific and industrial | 
technique upon methods of scenic | 
desitn and staging (renewal) and| 
Robert Turney, Lumberville, Pa., | 


playwright, to continue creative dra- 
matic writing. 

Amon those who won awards for 
art work are Georve Grosz, of Doug- 
laston, N. Y., painter and illustrator, 
and William Grovver, of Croton-on- 
the-Hudson. N. Y., painter and il- 
lustrator. Both awards are for cre- 
ative work. 

Music awards went 
Finney, tusst. professor of music at | 
Snith College, and to Robert Mc- 
Bride, faculty member at Benning- 
ton College, both awards for crea- 
tive musical composition. ‘ 

Edward Weston, photographer of 
received an award 
for photographic documents of the 
west. 

There were eight awards for lit- 
erature to the following: Dr. Dor- 
o’‘hy Bethrurum, scholar; A. Sterling 
Brown,. poet: Harold L. Cook, writ- 
er: Donald Curloss Peattie, writer; 
Dr. Frederic Prokosch. writer: Sonia 





to Ross L. 


Raiziss, poet; Jesse Hilton Stuart, 
writer, and Miss Louise Bogan, 
writer. 


An award for literature was also 


‘ voted to James Farrell, who declined 


it because he recently won another 
award for having written the most- 
neglected book of -the year. 





Blanton Sues Wash. Post 
Prolonged political feud last week 
wound up in filing of a $600,000 libel 


- suit against the Washington Post by 


ex-Congressman Thomas L. Blanton 
of Texas, currently engaged in law 
and lobbying in the national capital. 
Papers name Eugene Meyer, Post 
publisher, listing six counts based 
on editorials during past three years. 

Asking $300 punitive damage and 
same amount in compensatory 
award, Blanton charged Post attacks 
on legislation Blanton sponsored to 
prevent teaching of Communism in 
District of Columbia schools con- 
stituted slurs on his reputation as a 
citizen and member of Congress. 
The ‘red rider’ which Blanton tacked 


on a D.C. appropriation bill, pro-" 


voked the feud, during which the 
Post printed many pieces lambast- 
ing the Texan, who frequently dur- 
ing the past couple of years con- 
sumed hours of time in the House 
of Representatives slapping back at 
the rag and all other D. C. papers. 
Blanton was licked in the Demo- 
cratic primaries last summer, for 
which he blames the Post, which he 
says spent large sums in his home 
town during the 1936 campaign. 





O‘Hara Buys News-Trib 

Walter E. O'Hara, prominent 
sports promoter, and owner of the 
Narragansett Racing Park, has burst 
forth as a publisher. Not only ac- 
quiring ownership of the Providence 
News-Tribune, owned by U. S. Sen- 

- ator Peter G. Gerry for more than a 
. decade, O’Hara has also started pub- 
lication of the Rhode Island Star, 
tabloid. Latter sheet, published in 
- Pawtucket, home of O’Hara’s race 
track, will be devoted largely to 
racing news. 

News-Tribune will continue pres- 
ent policy. With sale of paper sev- 
eral staff changes were affected. 
J. B. Calvo, managing editor for last 
six years, was replaced by Ralph E. 
Bailey, former city editor and po- 
litical writer on the sheet. 

William W. Warburton, Jr., who 
only last month resigned from News- 
Tribune staff to take political job 
is now city editor replacing Philip 
E. Gravelese, who has been given 
the State House beat. A. Alfred 
Marcello, motion picture editor and 
drama critic for last six years, be- 
cimes news editor. J. J. Sullivan, 
Jr., has taken over theatres. 





Fitzsimmons Leaves St. P. News 

Robert J. Fitzsimmons, since 1933 
city hall reporter for the St. Paul 
Daily News, moves into the job of 
general passenger agent for the Twin 
City Rapid Transi¢ Co.Apri' 5, suc- 
ceeding Les Farrington, now traffic 
manager for Northwest Airlines. 

Fitzsimmons is a past president 
of the Twin Cities Newspaper 
Guild. 





Best Sellers 








‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00) ... 


‘Paradise’ ($2.50) 
‘The Theatre’ ($2.50) 
‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) ... 
*‘Here’s to Crime’ ($2.75) ... 


‘Hundred Years’ ($3.00) 





Best Sellers for the week ending March 27, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 
weececseseese- By Margaret Mitchell 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50) ..... 
ia Siskind “UGS SO) 6 ioc casevece 
WeEyeRe ods eee ide oes bac caCevds cc tee en: aaron 
‘Of Mice and Men’ ($2.00) ........ 


Non-Fiction 


‘American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50)........ By Dr. 
‘Something of Myself’ ($2.50) ..... 


@ersereeees 


‘Nine Old Men’. ($2.50)...... By Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 


seceseee- BY W. D. Edmonds 
ovecbévodscceves ne Beton: Braue 


er ee reine By John Steinbeck 
LV eaag. By W. Somerset Maugham: 


doth aa KL eee By Dale Carnegie 
Victor G. Heiser 
nigeee By Courtney Ryley Cooper 
PPP err By Rudyard Kipling 
5. np aoe aamieens By Philip Guedella 











Guild Amendment Sought 

Newspaper Guild is considering an 
amendment to its constitution which 
will require a brief probationary 
period for new members, during 
which they will not be allowed to 
vote. Period suggested is two weeks 
to a month. 

Move grows out of the defeat last 
week (24) of the resolution to strike 
by members of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram. Mor- than 30 new" mem- 





| bers joined the unit in the two days | 


before the meeting and the feeling is | 
that, had the vote of 91-66 on the | 
strike issue been taken a few days 
earlier, the resolution would have 
carried. 

Unit unanimously turned down the 
contract offered by the management, 
and instructed its negotiators to see 
Rey Howard again. They will con- 
fer with him this week. 

Scripps-Howard management last 
week concluded another agreement 
and signed for the Pittsburgh Press. 
It is similar to the agreement signed 
with the Cleveland Press the week 
before. 

Newspaper Guild’s International 
Executive Board met on March 26 
and. 27 in New York and issued a 
lengthy statement condemning the 
split in labor ranks (AFL and CIO) 
and calling for unified action. 





Press Club For Hollywood 

Frank Schroeder, managing ed of 
the Arcadia, Cal., Tribune, a sub- 
urban sheet, is organizing a Holly- 
wood Press club with headquarters 
at Vine and Hollywood Blvd. Schroe- 
der, who organized the Portland, 
Ore. Press club, has on the board of 
directors: John Stevens and Keene 
Jackson of the L. A. Examiner, Ray 
Hanners, City News Service, and 
Joseph McGuire of the L. A. Herald- 
Express. 

Membership is open to all news- 
men in L. A. 





Publishing Art Books 

New publishing house for art 
books has been formed by Ernest W. 
Watson and Arthur L. Guptill. Firm 
will have headquarters in New York 
and first books on the list of the 
Art Instruction Library are Watson's 
‘Pencil Drawing’ and Guptill’s ‘Pen 
Drawing.’ Same firm will also pub- 
lish a new monthly mag titled ‘Art 
Instruction’ due out April 15. It will 
cover every practical angle of art. 





News-Week’s Info Dept. 


News-Week inaugurates a new de- 
partment April 3 under Raymond 
Moley’s direction which will give its 
readers the type of information 
usually received from business ser- 
vices, such as Kiplinger Letter, etc. 
These are usually high priced and 
this is the first time such a service 
will be a part of any magazine. 

Feature will be called ‘For Your 
Information.’ 





Goodhue Joins Morris Office 


Robert Goodhue has left the Zeppo 
Marx agency to take over the 
literary department of William 
Morris office. He succeeds Mrs. 
Sewell Haggard who recently moved 
over to Curtis Brown. 

No successor to Goodhue at the 
Marx office for the present with 
Donald Friede continuing to handle 
the scribblers department on the 
Coast. 





Block, McEvoy in Japan 


Rudolph Block, American column- 
ist writing under the name of Bruno 
Lessing, has arrived in Japan and 
expects to stay about a month tour- 
ing the provinces. 

J. P. McEvoy, writer, and his wife, 
are due to arrive this week for a 
short stay. 





Tom Costain’s Cavalcade 


Cavalcade .will be the name- of 
Tom Costain’s new mag which is due 
out in the middle of April. First 
thought that it would be called 
Costain’s but this was turned down 





after much consideration, 





Newspapers Boom Book Biz 


Use of books as premiums by 
newspapers as circulation builder- 
uppers has resulted in a boom for 
big printing plants in New England, 
New Yor: and the middle west. 
Presses and binderies are working 
at top speed, and the number of 
books for sale through newspaper 
subscription are estimated at about 
a million per week. Contracts for 
five, ten, or 15 thousand volumes per 
day are not uncommon, and Cuneo 
Press in Chicago is turning out books 
on a Web press seldom used for 
book production. 

Big jump in the demand for sup- 
plies has resulted in a scarcity of 
book paper. To print a million 
books a week requires more than 
590 tons of book paper and it’s al- 
most impossible now to get paper 
long contracted for. Many plants 
are refusing any more subscription 
book contracts. 

Book plates, which would have the 
necessary popular appeal, are in 
great demand and scouts are scour- 
ing the country for them. In some 
cases books are put out for the pur- 
pose, as for example the encyclo- 
pedia offered by Hearst papers. 

Scheme was initiated here by J. 
David Stern with sets of Dickens, 
and was picked up from English 
papers. It proved highly successful 
and other papers followed suit. Book 
publishers are hoping that these read- 
ers may become book buyers on a 
larger scale. English publishers soon 
found themselves competing with 
each other in premiums to such an 
extent that idea was finally called 
off by mutual agreement. Beok man- 
ufacturers here are being very care- 
ful about expanding their plants as 
the demand may disappear as sud- 
denly as it began. 

United and Whelan chains have 
also been distributing encyclopedias 
as premiums, with 12 volume sets, 
delivered one at a time, no coupons 
asked, for 39 cents. 

Chicago American expects to have 
sold more than one million copies 
of the World Publishing Company’s 
Encyclopedia by March 31. Paper is 
offering one copy of the 10 volume 
set with six coupons clipped from 
the paper plus 39 cents. 





Bing Between Covers 


Life story of Bing Crosby has been 
dramatized by his brothers, Ted and 
Larry, in the book ‘Bing,’ just off 
the presses. Book is dedicated to 
the Crosby boys’ mother, with Bing 
writing this preface: ‘This thing is 
hardly offered as a guide to aspirants 
for success in show business, but 
only indicates what a lucky guy I 
am—so far.’ 





New Photo Mag 

Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., Chicago, 
who put out Popular Aviation, will 
have a new magazine on the stands 
May 1, called Popular Photography. 

Is to be plugged heavily in roto- 
gravure sections of newspapers 
throughout the country, beginning 
second week in April. 





Brown Joins This Week 

Harry W. Brown has left the 
American Weekly, to take over the 
Chicago office of This Week, replac- 
ing Walter A. Loper, who has been 
transferred to San Francisco, and 
will open an office there. 

Accompanying him will be Homer 
Parish, who has held the post of ad- 
vertising manager in the Detroit 
office of This Week. 





Gregory Edits ‘New Letters’ 

Horace Gregory is editing for S. 
W. Norton & Co. a_ publication 
which will be titled ‘New Letters in 
America’ which will be issued semi- 
annually, First issue is expected to 
be out in September. Manuscripts 
under 10,000 words are now being 
sought by.the Norton office in New 
York. 

Chapters from novels, groups of 
poems, one act plays and reportorial 
sketches are considered acceptable 





material. 


Newspaper Workers Merge 


Joint Council of Newspaper Work- 
ers of Philadelphia and Camden, 
N. J., has been formed to include 
Newspaper Guild, Newspaper Ad- 
vertising Guild, Newspaper Carriers’ 
Union and Philadelphia Newspaper 
and Magazine Chauffeurs’ and 
Handlers’ Union. Thomas A. Mc- 
Carthy, labor editor of Daily News, 
is temporary chairman. 


McCarthy said the Council hopes 
to include all employees of editorial, 
advertising, circulation and = me- 
chanical departments. Advertising 
Guild has been formed here only in 
past month. Now claims 100% 
membership in Inquirer classified 
department and is asking wage and 
hour contract. 


Newspaper Guild at a_ general 
membership meeting voted over- 
whelmingly to quit A. F. of L. and 
join C.I.O. This affirmed action al- 
ready taken by exec council. Mem- 
bership also voted to instruct dele- 
gates to National Guild Convention 
to vote for the Guild’s entry into 
the C.LO. 





NANA’s Hollywood Column 


North American Newspaper Alli- 
ance, which has direct wire connec- 
tion with 150 papers in the U.S., has 
added a daily Hollywood column by 
Harold Heffernan. Writer, who will 
retain his job as motion picture ed 
of the Detroit News, will work inde- 
pendently of Sheilah Graham, chat- 
terer, 


Heffernan edits his Detroit page di- 
rectly from Hollywood. 





First Eds of Filmed Books 


Howard S. Mott, Jr.. New York 
rare book dealer, has just issued a 
new catalog which contains a list 
of first editions from which pictures 
have been made. It is believed to 
be the first time this has been done 
in a dealer’s catalog. 

Mott hopes to start a new field for 
collectors based on first editions of 
the literary sources of pictures. 





LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 


Word received from England re- 
veals the death of Christopher 
St. John Sprigg, 28, British novelist 
and poet. He joined the Interna- 
tional Brigade in Spain last Decem- 
ber and was killed in action. His 
newest book “The Six Queer Things,’ 
will be published here in June. The 
@eceased was the author of several 
books on aviation, eight detective 
novels, many poems and a novel. 

George F. Hallock, 80, founder of 
the Port Jefferson (N. Y.) Echo, and 
a former printer on the Brooklyn 
Eagle died on March 25 from a heart 
attack. 

Mrs. Nevada Davis Hitchcock, 73, 
newspaper woman who began her 
career as a reporter nearly 50 years 
ago on The Salt Lake City Tribune, 
died on March 26 at her home in 
Westport, Conn. She had been con- 
ducting a gardening column during 
the past year for the Bridgeport 
Sunday Post. She was the widow of 
Ralph Hitchcock, also a newspaper 
man who died in 1913. During her 
career she was on the N. Y. Herald, 
the N. Y. Press, the Cleveland Press 
and the Philadelphia Record. 

Laurence Curran Hodgson, 68, St. 
Paul Dispatch-Pioneer Press column- 
ist and four times mayor of St. Paul, 
known throughout the Midwest as 
Larry Ho, died in his sleep on 
March 24 at his home. Though his 
column, ‘Larry Ho’s Corner,’ hand- 
shaking and back-slapping in tone, 
won him followers throughout this 
territory, his prose poem, ‘The Flag,’ 
is considered his masterpiece. More 
than 6,000,000 copies of it were cir- 
culated by the American Red Cross 
and similar agencies in 1918. 

An ardent Democrat all his life, he 
was a friend of President Roosevelt 
and was so intimate, during his life- 
time, with James Whitcomb Riley, 
that a four-line rhyme, written by 
him upon the occasion of the latter's 
death, is inscribed upon the Hoosier 
Poet’s tomb. 

Survived by his widow and one 
son. Burial in Hastings (Minn.), 
where he was born. 

Mrs. Ada Melville Shaw, 75, author 
and former editor of ‘The Farmer's 
Wife,’ died March 33 in St. Paul, 
where she had lived since 1915. After 
eight years as editor of ‘Wife,’ she 
retired to devote herself to writing, 
turning out a serial and several 
poems and short stories. 

John H. A. Kelly, 38, p.a. for the 
WPA in Philadelphia, died March 28 
at his home in Norristown, Pa., after 
an illness of several months. He 
started newspaper work on the Nor- 
ristown Times Herald and worked 
on papers in Easton, Buffalo, 
Rochester, Wilmington, Baltimore, 
Pittsburgh, New York and Philly. 





His last newspaper job was on the 
Philly Record. 


_— 





Larsen Publisher of Life 

Roy E. Larsen, 38, who has been 
with Time, Inc., since its foundation 
in 1922, has been appointed publisher 
of Life. He has been circulation 
manager for Time, founded the 
March of Time radio program, and, 
in 1934, founded the March of Time 
screen news feature. 

Howard Black, advertising. mana- 
ger of Time since 1933, has been ap- 
pointed advertising director of Life, 
a newly created job. George Sadler 
continues as advertising manager of 
Life. Mag now has over a 1,000.000 
circulation and, in its first few 
months, has an advertising sales rec- 
ord unequalled by any other mag 
during its first year of production. 

All Time, Inc. . publications will 
henceforth have individual publish- 
ers and advertising directors. Up to 
now Henry R. Luce has headed up 
all publications of this group. 





That Christy Walsh Pay-Off 

Intimate disclosures into the far- 
flung ghost-writing business of 
Christy Walsh aired in a Los An- 
geles courtroom where Walsh is su- 
ing his former wife for $23,931 and 
an accounting of community prop- 
erty. Walsh heads a newspaper 
syndicate that furnishes sport stories 
supposedly written by leading fig- 
ures. 

It was revealed that Coach Glenn 
‘Pop’ Warner receives 50% of all 
monies accruing for football articles 
appearing under his name. Use of 
‘All American’ label on sweaters 
brings 10c for each one sold. Babe 
Ruth draws 50% of.the coin paid for 
his by-line baseball stories and the 
Quaker Oats pay-off of $25,000 a year 
for use of Ruth’s name in connec- 
tion with the ads. 





CHATTER 


Cinema Arts is due out April 23. 

Lippincott opening a Canadian 
office in Toronto. 

Lillian Lustig left the Heritage 
Press on Friday (26). 

Livingston Hartley returns from 
London at the end of April. 

‘Dorothy Aldis has returned to Chi- 
cago after a visit in the East. 

John O’Hara’s ‘So Far So Good,’ 
postponed by Harcourt until fall. 

Nora Benjamin’s newest book for 
juves titled ‘Roving All the Day.’ 

Irving Desfor, of the A.P.’s art 
department, vacationing in Nassau. 

Albert Kornfield leaving Macy’s 
advertising department to join Conde 
Naste. 

Philip Guedella’s ‘Hundred Years’ 
will be dramatized for a broadcast 
April 4. 

Sumner Putnam joining Farrar & 
Rinehart as advertising manager, 
April 15, 

Col. Ralph Isham arrived in N. Y. 
last week with Dr. Samuel John- 
son’s diary. 

John Buchan (Lord Tweedsmuir) 
down from Canada for a visit to the 
White House. 

Percy Loring, who recently left 
Viking Press, will be sales manager 
of Hillman-Curl. 

Agnes Repplier will be 80 tomor- 
row (1). She will be given a dinner 
by the Cosmopolitan Club in Philly. 

Norris Houghton, author of ‘Mos- 
cow Rehearsals,’ sailing for Russia 
April 14. He resigns as state mana- 
ger of High Tor. 

George ‘Joel, p.a. for Covici, 
Friede, also handling publicity for 
Derrydale Press, Limited Editions 
and Heritage Clubs. 

Lester Ziffren, former manager of 
the United Press bureau in Madrid, 
has joined the writing staff at 20th- 
Fox studio in Hollywood. 

Frank W. Wead has sold ‘White 
Hell,’ biography of the Bear, one of 
the oldest U. S. ships afloat, to Dodd- 
Mead for early publication. 

Branch Cabell’s home, Dumbarton 
Grange, near Richmond, Va., burned 
to the ground (26). Author wrote 
many of his best known books there. 

Harold Lamb in New York from 
Hollywood to confer with Double- 
day-Doran on publication of his new 
book, ‘The Old Man of the Mountain. 

Gama Gilbert, assistant to Samuel 
Chotzinoff in the music department 
of the New York Post, shifted this 
week to the New York Times music 
staff. 

Ultem Publishing Co. of New 
York has opened Coast editorial of- 
fices in Hollywood and will * sue a 
new monthly fan mag, ‘Modern 
Movies.’ 

Francis E. Brennan, has resigned 
from Conde Nast Publications to be- 
come associate art editor of Life, 
effective April 5. He has been with 
Conde Nast for five years as art di- 
rector of British Vogue magazine. 
and more recently as art editor of 
House and Garden. 

William A. Martin, literary editor 
of the Buffalo Evening News, died 
on Saturday (28) as a result of in- 
juries received when he was struck 
by an automobile in Buffalo. 
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-News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Vartety takes no credit for 
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these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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East 


Grand Central terminal, N. Y., 
offering organ recitals from noon 
until two and from four to six daily. 
Easter choral service on last Sunday. 
Contended music quiets nerves and 
reduces confusion. 

Rosa Pauly, who came over to sing 
with the N. Y. Philharmonic Sym- 
phony, beat it back to Prague after 
filling the date. Will return early 
next year for a tour, under Columbia 
management. ; 

Mrs. Angelina Rivoti, who has 
been doing a strip-tease at the 
Peoples theatre as Agnes Murray, 
arrested last week by Federal agents 
charged, with four men, with run- 
ning a narcotic ring. 

Capt. Karl von Haartman, who did 
an aviator in ‘Hells Angels,’ now fly- 
ine in Spain for Gen. Franco. 

Artef players to start a road tour 
at the Brighton theatre, April 13. 
Will get as far west as Milwaukee. 

Chapel, Guilford, Conn., strawhat, 
seis June 28 as its shoveoff. Carl D. 
Goodman to operate. 

Ringlings land Robert P. Wadlow, 
reputedly tallent man of authentic 
record. His 8 feet, 5% inches will 
be on show at the Garden April 6. 

Labor theatre to show ‘Steel’ Sat- 





urdays only. Other performances 
dropped for the present. Labor 
strikes hamper the amateur cast, 


many of whom are sit-downs. 

German tour of the Mengelberg 
orchestra bumped when 20 Jewish 
players refused to make the trip. 
Holland leader decided they could 
not be replaced, so tour off. 

Figures made public by the Ca- 
nadian government reveal that 20th- 
Fox paid the Dionnes $300,000 for 
its pictures and that Pathe paid on 
two contracts of $40,485.51 each for 
newsreel rights. 
reel rights. 

France to set up a schedule of 
prices to prevent gypping of visitors 
to the Paris exposition. To be not 
higher than 25% of ’36 prices. 

George Terwilliger to compile for 
the Federal Theatre Project a cata- 
log of plays approved by tRe Catho- 
lic church. f 

Estate of the late O. P. Hegzgie 
reports for transfer tax that his 
estate nets $127,423. Only taxable 
property in N. Y. is real estate 
valued at $39,000 gross. 

Washington park officials set April 

as the official cherry blossom 
celebration. 

Dudley Digges gave his 3,000th 
performance for the Theatre Guild 
last Monday night. Acted in 23 
shows. 

Sidney Kingsley has closed_his 

Y. office and trekked to Cali- 
fornia. 

Federal Theatre Project will pre- 
sent two of the approximately 2,000 
a submitted by C.C.C. members 
ast year. Subject, however, to 
competent revision. Now it’s co- 
operating with the American Youth 
Congress to find the best play writ- 
ten by an American college student. 

Privately-owned bus used to trans- 
port a troupe of professional roller 
skaters crashed an abutment near 
Salem, Ill., last week. Car caught 
fire and 20 members were fatally 
burned, nine of them beyond recog- 
nition. Three remaining passengers 
are in a St. Louis hospital in a criti- 
cal condition. 

S. S. Selma docked in Savannah 
last Thursday, with a cargo of ani- 
mals consigned to Frank Buck. Will 
be brought to his Long Island jun- 
gle farm by train. ; 

David Roth, 38, held in $50 bail 
for general sessions on a_ bootleg 
song sheet charge. Arrested last 
week in a subway station on com- 
plaint of John Weiner, acting for 
A Music Publishers Protective 

ssn. 


William S. Paley, of CBS, added, 
among others, to the board of direc- 
tors of the N. Y. World’s Fair. Ger- 
rard Swope also among the new- 
comers to the board of 45. 

Group Theatre abandons plans for 
summer study period. Has nothing 
to study and most of the players 
have pix jobs. 

Downtown National theatre (Yid- 
dish). has been taken for five years 
by Hermap Yablokoff, its present 
tenant. 

Dim your car lamps on West- 
chester’s lighted parkways—or else. 


“You Can't Take It With You’ racks | 


tickets to the end of August. Selling 
some, too. 

Maxine Stellman. Brattleboro, Vt.. 
and Thomes L. Thomas, Scranton. 
winners of the aired opera auditions, 
and will get a chance at the Met. 
during the spring season. Each gets 
$1.000 and silver plaaues. 

First section of the Ringling circus 


train will leave Sarasota tomorrow. | 


‘Thursdav). Sleener section will fol- 
low April 28. and the canvas section 

ay 2. for the Brooklyn date un‘er 
the big tons. 


John Erskine to quit as head of | 
‘villierd s*hool. Tuly 1. Werts more | 
'me for his writing. Ernest Hutch-- | 


“™N. Pov Moen. svereeds. 
Bee Tie, Kitty Canlisle. Bert 
Lahr, William Gaxton, Sir Cedric 








' the $3,000 business 


Hardwicke and chorus girls from 
‘White Horse Inn’ and ‘Show Is On’ 
made ballyhoo for the opening of the 
N. Y. World’s Fair exhibit Monday. 

Starlight strawhat, Pauling, N. Y., 
skeds a May 31 opening. Hopes to 
run 16 weeks. 

Coming off his traps Saturday 
night, Harold Voise, of the Flying 
Harolds, crashed through the net at 


| $199,000. 





| Educat. Reorg. | 


(Continued from page 29) 








both cash and paper. Noting that 
part of the original price has been 
sliced through payment of Skibo 
dividends, Educational promoters 
proposed to use $149,000 of the 
revenue from preferred sales and 
5,000 common shares (valued at 
$50,000) to wipe out the balance of 
the obligation, now amounting to 


Ownership 





the Hippodrome. Sustained only 
bruises, but Whitey Wilbur had his 
leg cut by a displaced stanchion. 

Chicago City Opera offers a prize 
for the best bobtailed opera on a 
civil war romance. Not to exceed 75 
minutes. 





Coast 





Six film actors, names undisclosed, 
were arrested for killing a deer ina 
Nevada game refuge. They were re- 
turning from location at Sun Valley, 
Idaho. 

Designation of Pasadena Com- 


munity Playhouse as the state thea- | 


tre of California was ordered by 
legislative act at Sacramento. 

Margaret Shelby Fillmore, sister of 
Mary Miles Minter, announced she 
would file suit for annulment of her 
recent marriage to Emmett Flynn, 
former picture director. Mrs. Nita 
Flynn, who married the director in 
1933, claims there never was a 
divorce and that she is still his wife. 
Flynn is being sought by police of 
Beverly Hills for alleged parole 
violation and by Glendale police on 
a charge of being drunk in an auto- 
mobile. 

Suit for divorce filed in Los 
Angeles by Jacklyn Roth, dancer, 
from Jack Cudahy, son of the Chi- 
cago packer. 

Mrs. Ruth Wilcox Selwyn, former 
film actress, received an_inter- 
locutory decree of divorce from Ed- 
gar Selwyn, picture director, in L. A. 

Rudy Wiedoeft, band leader, was 
stabbed in his L. A. home. His wife 
was booked on suspicion of assault 
with a deadly weapon. According 
to the wife, her husband slapped her, 
but he denied having done so. Ina 
scuffle, he was wounded. 

Robert L. Ripley filed suit for 
$4,150 against the Pacific Geographic 
Society in L. A., charging the sum 
represents the balance due him for 
a series of lectures delivered last 
winter. 

Wayne King, ork director, filed 
suit against KFWB in L. A. seeking 
an injunction to prevent the station 
from using his recordings. 

Molly Lamont, film actress, and 
Capt. Edward A. Bellande, TWA 
pilot, obtained a license to wed in 
Santa Barbara. 

Dorothy MeNulty, stage and screen 
actress, announced in L. A. that she'll 
wed Dr. Lawrence Scroggs, when she 
completes her current picture work. 
Miss McNulty’s father is a N. Y. 
newspaperman. } 

Threatening letters to David O. 
Selznick and Anna May Wong, film 
actress, in L. A. led to the arrest 
of one man by Federal agents and 
an investigation by the district at- 
torney’s office. Letters sought 
$20,000 upon threat of personal in- 
jury to them or their families. 

Ruth Sylvia Keil, songwriting con- 
test winner, and Nelson R. Williams, 
non-pro, married in Los Angeles. 

Anita Page, former screen actress, 
and Herschel A. House, lieutenant 
in the Navy, were re-married in 
Manhattan, Cal. Religious cere- 
mony followed their elopement and 
civil marriage at Yuma two months 
before. none 

Juel Wallis, sister of Hal Wallis, 
Warners studio exec, and Wallace 
Klein, N. Y., and L. A. furrier, will 
be married shortly in L. A., Miss 
Wallis said. 

Purchase of the so-called Will 
Rogers beach north of Santa Monica, 
as a part of the California park sys- 
tem, is being advocated by L. A. 
city and county officials. Area cov- 
ers approximately 1,400 feet of beach 
frontage. Buy would be made to 
prevent private sub-division. 

Catherine Dale Owen, stage and 


Papers threw much light on stock 
ownership of Educational. Common 
| is distributed as follows: Hammons, 
| prez, 17.71%; Loder & Co. New 
| York, 13.15%; Hudson’s Bay Co., 
London, 12.32%. and Whitehall Trust, 
Ltd., London, 11.86%. Principal pre- 
ferred holders are Empire Security 
Co., Daytona Beach, 7.97%: Halsey 
& Co., New York, 6.79%; Sigler & 





Co., New York, 3.42%; Anton E. 
Walbridge, New York, 3.22%, and 
Hoit, Rose & Troster, New York, 
| 3.01%. 


Investments of company manage- 
| ment were listed as follows: Ham- 
| mons, 35,085 common and 140 pre- 
ferred; Bruno Weyers, v.p., 4,275 
| common; T. R. Williams, treasurer, 
nine common; Norman C. Nicholson, 
assistant treasurer, 5,700 common; 
| B. A. Barron, controller, none: Hugh 
| M. Kahler, director, none, and John 
| R. Munn, director. 20 common. 


| Under the refinancing scheme 
| Hammons gets a ground floor chance 
| to buy large =dditional bunch of 
| common, as da the underwriters, 
Herrick, Heinzelmann & Ripley. At 

prices ranging from $10.50 to $20 
| over a period of 5% years, Hammons 
| obtains options on 174,000, and the 
bond house on 64,000. 


New three-year contract for Ham- 
mons was revealed by the filing. Re- 
placing a one-year extension of his 
old contract, which would expire 
Aug. 14, 1937, company prez has 
agreement for three years from Jan. 
1, 1937, under which he gets $60,000 
per year, with raises to $70,000 and 
$80,000, respectively, if earnings for 
any year available for dividends 
equal $400,000 and $500,000. Old 
contract provided him $58,550 salary, 
plus 6% of excess profits. 


Only other important salary dis- 
closed in the registration was Al 
Christie’s. As director of produc- 
tion, comedy maker receives $43,500. 

Papers revealed Educational Pic- 
tures is 100% owner of 14 subsid- 
iaries, including Educational Produc- 
tions, Educational Films, Canadian 
Educational Films, Atlantic Pictures, 
Educational Films of America, Edu- 
cational Film Exchange, Picture Al- 
liance Corp., and seven state ex- 
changes. In addition, parent con- 
trols 90% of Educational Studios, 
51% of KBS Productions, and 814% 
of Edco Producing Unit. 


New York’s 4th Annual Ice Carnival 
A Brilliant Spectacle; Packs ‘Em In 


——a 





By JACK PULASKI 


Figure skating on ice, the poetry 
of motion and the class of all in- 
door sports, is fast widening its pop- 
ularity. Up to now ice carnivals in 
the rinks have been rather socialite 
affairs, under auspices for charity. 
Same is true of the fourth annual 
New York Skating Club carnival 
which opened a four-day session at 
Madison Square Garden Saturday 
(27) night to capacity. Previously 
the show was held for one and two 
nights but so heavy was the demand 
for tickets that it was extended. 

Reports from other cities where 
ice carnivals were held clearly in- 
dicate the increase in attendance. 
At first there was limited interest, 
but recently the shows have sold out. 
There is good reason, for the ex- 
hibtions have been progressively at- 
tractive. High hats and ermine 
flanked by the general public re- 
mained intact until the Garden show 
was over at nearly 11:30. There were 


over the p.a. system, the idea being 
not to clutter performance with gab 
and that made the going all the more 
effective. 

Most interesting angle to the car- 
nival was the fact that it was nearly 


all amateur, there being but two 
imported pro skaters present—the 
Viennese stars Karl Schafer and 
Melitta Brunner. Yet it is difficult 


to teli the difference between the 
ams and the professionals and vir- 
tually every specialist, singles, 
doubles and quartettes could qualify 
for coin exhibitions. 
Leonidoff Directs 

It was the tops in presentation and 
there is a reason for that too. The 
sponsors engaged crack showmen to 
stage the carnival, credits going to 
Radio City Music Hall experts. Leon 
Leonidoff was directing head and 
evolved eye-opening num'‘sers with 
skating groups. Marco Montedoro 
designed the most colorful of cos- 
tumes, made by Brooks. Another 
Musie Hall aide, Eugene Braun, at- 
tended to the lighting effects. There 
was never a slip and Jay Freeman’s 
orchestra became an integral part 
of the performance, for figure skat- 
ing depends on rhythm. Rehearsals 
must have been carefully conducted. 

There were many champions in 
the show, representing the Skating 
Club of New York, Skating Club of 
Boston, of New Haven, the Minto 
Club of Ottawa, and Granite of 
Toronto. From the latter city smiling 
Louise Bertram and Stewart Reburn 
danced over the ice in a late spot 
evoking cheers, going on for two 
encores and nearly stopping the 





show. Soon afterwards, the Caley 
sisters, Dorothy and Hazel, also 





Bowling Meet Packs Showmanship; 
Armory Alleys Start Vogue in N. Y. 





New York has become bowling- 
conscious, revived interest in the 
ten pin game coming as a result of 
the American Bowling Congress pro- 
gressing in the 212th Regiment 
armory in New York. Demand for 
alleys is so strong that keglers must 
await turns, many persons, who for- 
merly participated in the old pas- 
time, having the urge to bowl ’em 
over again. In suburban points it 
is necessary to make reservations 
days in advance, while afternoon 
bowling parties for women is be- 
coming a vogue. 

The tournament itself is one of the 





screen actress, divorced from Milton 
F. Davis, N. Y. broker, in Reno. 

Each charging cruelty and each | 
asking for the custody of their two 
children, Byron F. Ryan, sound 
technician in films, and Irma Ryan, 
former secretary for a studio ex- 
ecutive, each asked for a divorce in 
a complaint filed in L. A. by the 
husband and a cross-complaint of the | 
spouse. 

Jerry Miley, oil promoter, was 
convicted in L. A. of violating the | 
state securites act, in connection with | 
transaction he 


had with Dorothy Dunbar Wells. 
dancer, and former wife of Max | 
Baer. 


won divorce 
They 


Julia Laird, actress, 
from Jack Kirkland to Reno. 
were married Dec. 13, 1936. Author 
of ‘Tobacco Road,’ previously had 
been divorced from Nancy Carroll 
and Jayne Shadduck. actresses. 

Betty Compson, former actress 
won a divorce and $50 weekly ali- 
mony in L. A. from Irving Weinberg 
agent. 


| signaling men who put up the num- 


| There are nearly 4,000 teams entered 
|in the contest, 


sights of the season, there being 28 
shining alleys side by side, in al- 
most continuous action afternoon 
and night. Judges who also do the 
scoring, have series of buttons for 
ringing bells indicating fouls and 


bers after each competitor rolls. 
When the tournament ends, in 
May, around 24,000 bowlers from all 
parts of the country will have tossed 
mahogany balls down the ways. 


which carries with 
it $145,000 in prize money. Entry 





fecs total $300,000, admissions coin 
not being figured in the big money. 
There is a string of concessions in- 
“luding a beer bar which has a tem- 
norary license, but no hard liquor. 

Last Wednesday 
siven over to a late session for 
eharitv. it being a bencfit sponsored 
by N. Y. society. ‘High hats’ turned 
out te be men-about-town, including 


newspaper guys, cartoonists, stock 
brokers, several actors, a couple of 
columnists and those who are seen 
in the smarter night spots. * 


It was high jinks with the 20 
varied five-man teams in costume or 
mostly without it. Two or three 
quintettes, including the Dionnes, 
with baby clothes, prison stripes and 
supreme court justices. One group 
had dame clothes, while another was 
togged out in football suits. 


The names of the teams brought 
the first laughs. For instance, the 
Strip Teasers huddled and removed 
their suits, being then adorned 
mostly in old-fashioned femme un- 
dies. Another billed as the Stork 
Club had its entrants in baby 
diapers. In action, too, were: Hud- 
son Dusters. Durant’s Dogs, Lenox 
Hillbillies, Kilrose Killers and other 
not so discreet billings. 

Charity people started 
ceedings by having a bubble dancer 
toss a balloon down an alley. When 
it started, there was a succession of 
bell-ringing, showing that the boys 
were sliding over the black line. 
Thereafter, the judges decided to 
let that pass, because some of the 


| lads fell in trying to send the apple 
were 20 | 
| ‘eams jn the charity event and some‘ 
| lasted to the finish. 
(24) evening was | 


down the middle. There 


Francis Albertanti. former sports | 


editor, is publicizing the tourney, 
having been on the job for near 
six months. Understood he will be 
awarded a bonus. 


no introductions nor announcements | 


the pro- |! 


from the Granite Club, performed 
so splendidly that they filled the 
‘next to closing’ spot. Another fine 
Canadian contribution was the Ote 
tawa Four in Indian garb. 

Melitta Brunner 

Miss Brunner, in two exhibitions, 
was a favorite, her standout spe- 
cialty having the charming girl from 
Vienna in gold paint. That is the 
number which gained fame for her 
abroad. Carrying two red torches 
for ‘Dance Heroique’ she was ac- 
claimed, Schafer was also on twice 
and showed his class as the world 
champion from 1930 to 1936, inclus- 
ive, also the present Olympic champ, 

But there were American girl 
marvels on the steel runners, too, 
particularly Maribel Vinson of Bos- 
ton and New York. She was on three 
times, once with George E. B. Hill 
for corking duetting. They say that 
amateurs never fall and Miss Vin- 
son proved it by being the exception, 
national champion for years suddenly 
sitting down shortly after her first 
appearance. Then little Audrey 
Peppe toted in on an ice sled scored 
excellently, another New Yorker 
standout. A neat mixed quartette in 
a Spanish number, too of the local 
skating club, which is spotted in 
the Eighth avenue part of the 
Garden, 

Of the production numbers ‘The 
Coronation’ seemed most effective, 
a group of six couples from Canada 
performing, skating mostly in fours, 
It was directed by Leonidoff. The 
Canadians were in again with six 
Toronto girls in a number called 
‘Pride Of The Navy.’ One comedy 
number was a New Haven contribu- 
tion, Peggy Fahy and _ Richard 
Toucey performing what they call 
the ‘Krantzer Dance’ to laughter, 
Musical accompaniment was ‘Lieber 
Augustine.’ Finale brought on 80 
members of the skating club, plus 
Schafer, the number being ‘Old 
Russia.’ Florence Rogge staged the 
choreography, while Katie Schmidt 
formerly of the Hippodrome ice bale 
lets, coached and participated. 

In costumes, color and perform- 
ance the ice spectacle rates as the 
best New York has seen. Show was 
given for the Convalescent Relief 
Division of Bellevue Hospital, the 
Carroll Club and Carroll Vacation 
Camp. Mrs. Cheever Porter as 
director of the carnival topped the 
socialites in back of the event. 


NOVEL SPORTS MUSEE 
PRIMED FOR N. Y. CITY 


Novel sports museum, to incor- 

porate features that would make it 
the only one of its kind in the world, 
is being planned for New York City 
by a group of civic promotionists 
and other identified with the athietic 
museum and tourist business in Man- 
hattan. Project would serve as a 
pictorial focus on American sporting 
activities in all branches. 
Unlike old-style museums, those 
backing the idea would have it serve 
as dramatization of developments 
and trends in sportsdom. Boxing, 
baseball, track and field contests, 
football, hockey as well as lesser 
sports of tennis, lacrosse, etc., would 
be traced from time of origin to 
present day. 




















MARRIAGES 


Billie Grafton, nitery singer, to 
Leighton Noble, co-leader of George 
Olsen’s orchestra, March 30. 


Patricia Dolling, London legit ac- 
tress, to Louis King, picture director, 
March 23, in Los Angeles. 

Marguerite Ethel Cramer to Lyle 
Talbot, in Beverly Hills, March 28, 
Groom is picture actor; bride non- 
pro. 





to John 
March 25, in Los Angeles. 


Tatina Urova Dillon, 
Groom 


is 20th Century-Fox branch manager 


lin L. A. 


| 
| 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Knopf, son, in 
Hollywood, March 24. Father is head 
of Metro scenario department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben de Dici, daugh- 
|} ter, March 22, at Calexico, Cal. 
| Father is manager of Capitol theatre 
| there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Hal Mohr, daughter, 
| March 29, in Los Angeles. Mother 
jis Evelyn Venable of the films. 
} Father is picture director. 
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Broadway 





Frank Forrest in town. 

Rubey Cowan to Hollywood today. 

Hal Burroughs, Metro’s N. Y. art 
director, dieting. 

Arthur Leighton of the Broadhurst 
lost sister last week. , 

Midget auto race season starts 
second week in May. 


Frank Black gave his wife a saddle 
mare for an Easter gift. ; 

Herbert Bayard Swope back at his 
desk aiter a laryngitis slap. 

Warwick is adding a Raleigh Room 
fo. eocktails tomorrow (1). 

Lesier Jacob (Variety) downed 
wh chicken pox—the big kid. 

Greconwich Village Revel set for 
April 16 at Webster Hall, N. Y. 

Al Altman, Metro talent chief 
east, back from vacation in Mass. 


.icrman Stark, Cotton Club N. Y 
prexy, off to Cuba for a short rest. 


Charlie Shribman, over his bad 
auio spill, now laid low with a cold. 


Father Dufiy statue in the Times 
S . triangle almost ready for unveil- 
ir, 

Madeline Woods, advertising head 
fox tne Schine circuit, in town over 

‘er. 

“Yarry Evans, Universal’s eastern 
talent sleuth, on an extended vacash. 

Universal Club’s dance and vaude 
show at AWA clubhouse April 9. 


Monte Proser was 10 days on the 
Coa-ct and has gone Hollywood, ad- 
m'ttedly. 

Stanley Ridges, with burnt-orange 
fa_2, up from Palm Beach and back 
to Hollywocd. 

Rene Huisman, Best Films presi- 
dent, returns from Florida vacation 
th 3; week-end. 

Don’t rib Gummo Marx about 
Victor Moore and Helen Broderick: 
the kid can’t take it. 


When Wayne Pierson’s kids met 
E.h Lenihan, one said: ‘Hey, pop, 
d' you see the hands on the man.’ 

Ccorgie Price called north from 
} cami wintering by a couple of ra- 
© » deals. plus his regular brokerage 

17, 

vn Easter gift for Bland Johaneson 
was a young billy goat which has 
been taken out to the farm in New 
Jersey. 

Don Kirkley, Baltimore Sun cric, 
in N. Y. over weekend digging facts 
on Federal Theatre Project for a 
fc >ture. 

aura Pierpont, plaintiff in the 
jui-ment action against Sam Gris- 
ma, is the widow of Taylor Gran- 
ville, not a sister. 

Bill (Pathe News) O’Brien back to 
Pearis tomorrow (Thursday) after a 
seven-week spree in the U. S., his 
fi-st in five years. 

Village Barn will present a straight 
eicht act vaude show topped by 
Willie Solar and Marshall Mont- 
g ory, starting April 8. 

Sam Weisbord, of the Morris 
agency, back from a West Indiés 
cruise. Martin Wagner, of same of- 
fice. also back from Florida. 

Film company among those having 
a two-a-day film on Broadway re- 
a with theatre passes to would- 

>-Yorrowers of a print for private 
sl >wing. 

‘foward Dietz stirring up compe- 
ti. 2» among the junior copy writers 
at fetro’s publicity dept. by rece. 
a five-spot for the farthest-fetche 


. Breron Munchausen yarn. 


“ew law offices in the Paramount 
bliv’. with Harry G. Kosch, Harry 
Lewis and Milton H. Reuben as one 

“now firm, and Phillips & Nizer also 


~ sy itching to larger quarters. 


Marold Winston has withdrawn as 
director of ‘Bet Your Life,’ Ben 
Stoin’s production of Fritz Blocki’s 
comedy. A. H. Van Buren has re- 
p'iced him. Show rehearsing. 

Thomas Brady Speakers Bureau 
booked Doc Sims as lecturer and 


+ toastmaster for the wine and liquor 


mechants who are sailing ‘tomorrow 
for 21 days’ 0.0. of the French vine- 
yards. , 

Mrs. Hal Horne to the Coast to re- 
jon her Wanger-UA producer- 
husband, Because of estate matters, 
hovvever, she must commute _ back 
and forth, as she must technically 
m‘ ntain at least a six months’ un- 

_ interrupted residence in_N. Y. 

' One of the clipping clerks at the 
United Artists’ home office is doing 
art work on the side for UA press 
- books, and thus is clipping his own 
stuff. Youngster, Gene Aiello, gets 
billing on the art work he turns.out 
for the press sheets, but his flair for 
paints hasn’t taken him off the 
Scissoring assignment as yet. 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





‘Lloyds of London’ 
Re-ont, Sydney. 

Trocadero, Sydney, begins a new 
d>-"*> season next month. 

G.U.T. will build a new theatre in 
A ‘aide in the near future. 

C’nesound’s ‘It Isn’t Done’ broke 


(Fox) set at 


fi.’ week records in Hobart and 
P-*-ane. , 
Fivst liner in since the strike 


bh - ht manv new acts for Frank 
N-'' also miles of film. 

Willers have taken possession of 
the Crystal Palace, Sydney, and 
renovations begin at once. : 

Fordyce Wheeler, advertising di- 


rector of Associated Newspapers, 
died following a major operation. 
Outdoor biz will soon shut-down, 
now that Summer is on the wane. It 
has been a great season owing to the 
long dry spells. 

Old New York theatre in Sydney 
is being demolished. House, located 
near the water-front, has fared badly 
in recent months. 

Mel Lawton is handling a clever 
exploitation campaign for ‘Valiant 
(Par), due to open at the Prince 
Edward, Sydney, next week. 

Bunch of Victorian nabe men are 
pooling their interests on film buy. 
This is the first nabe move instituted 
in this territory in recent years. 
Gordon Ellis, British Empire Films, 
is trade-showing Republic pix in the 
princinal Australian cities. Pix re- 
ported as meeting with general ap- 
proval. 

Critics were not very favorable to 
Williamson-Tait’s revival of.‘A South- 
ern Maid.’ Majority stated the plot 
was antique and the jokes likewise. 
Glicys Moncreiff is starred. 

Sir Victor Wilson. Motion Picture 
Distribs’ Ass’n, is off to London via 
America. Knight will make a stop- 
over in Hollywood and New York, 
after which he will take in the 
Coronation. 

Royal Easter Fair gets underway 
this month and is tinoved to draw 
heavily from the sticks. Fair is one 
of the bie highlights over here every 
year. Country folk have exnerienced 
a good season and money should be 
ventiful. 





London 
Harry Brymar, Metro’s Trinidad 
representative, here on a two-month 
vacation. 
Alexander 
‘Thunder in 
Atlantic Films. 


Binnie Barnes to have the femme 
lead in Korda’s ‘Bicycle for Two,’ 
for production next month. 


Joe Friedman celebrated his silver 
wedding; received a silver fruit salad 
service from Columbia employes. 


Chilton and Thomas homeward- 
bound next month, after 11 months 
here, but return again in August. 


‘1066 and All That,’ satire on Brit- 
ish history, being revived at the 
Cambridge a year after its with- 
drawal. 


Paul Gangelin, under Paramount 
contract and loaned to Warners (Lon- 
don), operated on for jawbone 
trouble. 


Oscar Deutsch has acquired nine 
more picture theatres, the General 
Cinema Theatres, Ltd. (Weinberg 
Circuit). 


Libraries dickering for a buy on 
Metro’s ‘Good Earth,’ which gets its 
West End premiere at the Palace 
March 24. 

Wilson, Keppell and Betty forced 
to cancel two weeks of indie dates 
to play the Victoria Palace for Kurt 
Robitschek. 

Arnold Pressburger still holding 
up the Edmund Kean pic. Has had 
four scripters on the job, and is now 
trying a fifth. 

Tim Whelan dusting over the old 
shack at Sevenoaks in readiness for 
visit of Frank Capra, due here April 
14 for the Coronation. 

Charles Cochran’s ‘Paganini’ goes 
to the Lyceum week after the Coro- 
nation. Operetta stars Richard 
Tauber and Evelyn Laye. 

Margaret Lane seeking early data 
on the life of Edgar Wallace, whose 
biography she is writing. She is 
married to his eldest son, Bryan. 

Ann Harding leaving the cast of 
‘Candida’ to join her husband’s con- 
tinental concert tour; will be re- 
placed by Diana Wynyard April 2. 

Hans Bamu, German author of 
‘Mazurka,’ which Warners is remak- 
ins, offered a Hollywood contract by 
WB but couldn't get together on pay. 

Employes of Basil Dean’s dis- 
tributing organization, A.B.F.D., 
obliged to take salary cuts, execu- 
tives taking 50% and lesser ranks 
around 15%. 

Billy Bissett will stay another six 
months at the Mayfair. Originally 
in for three months with an option 
for six more and option has now 
been exercised. 

Alec Stevenson, general manager 
of the Leicester Square theatre for 
several years, becomes general man- 
ager for Jack Buchanan’s film activ- 
ities at Pinewood. 

While a lot of Americans are com- 
ing over for the Coronation. Paul 
Stein is practically the only one 
ducking. Leaves for New York and 
Hollywood around that time. 

Patsy and Bobby. brother and sis- 
ter of Mae Wynn and Zella, joining 
Charles Cochran’s Adelvhi_ revue. 
Home and Beauty’; doubling from 
Cochran’s Trocadero restaurant show. 

Alice Mann. brought here to sing 
in the Billy Bissett band at Mayfair 
hotel and refused a permit. is now 
set with the Jack Hvliton agvregation 
and will appear with him at the Pal- 
ladium. 

John Gielgud and Emlvn Williams 
“oing ivt partnership for presenta- 
tion of the latter’s new plav. ‘He 
Was Born Gay.’ starring Gielgud. 
Show opens a npre-London tour in 
Gleseow Anril 12. 

‘Behind Your Back.’ Charles Land- 
stone’s theatre play, which Jack *e- 
sar produced at the Aldwvch. will be 
done over for a fortnight in Bir- 
mincham bv Sir Barrv Jackson's Bir- 


Esway. producer of 
the City,’ has quit 





mingham Repertory Players. 


Paris 





Jackie Heller in Paris. 


Henri Falk seriously ill. 

Cecile Sorel convalescing. 

Last Paris tram line closed. 
Robert Stolz in from London. 
Barbara la Mar at the Pathe-Or- 


leans. 
Lillian Ellis postcarding from San 


Remo. 

New Exposition stamp 
issued. 

British tourist influx figures up for 
winter. 

Jules Ladoumergue 
circus debut. 

Gabriel Signoret operated upon for 
appendicitis. . 
Elysee 79 open again with a music- 
hall program. 

Marc Allegret planning another 
Hollywood trip. 

Jacques Bouchet broadcasting over 
Poste Parisien. 

Eugene Zamiatine, Russian author, 
dead here at 53. 
Richard Barthelmess 
North African tour. 
‘Julius Caesar’ still going strong at 
the Theatre de ]’Atelier. 

Paris hotels agreeing on a scale of 
prices for expo visitors. 

Dr, Louis-Ferdinand Celine says 
ballet is best in America. 

Henri Decoin and Danielle Dar- 
rieux off for Saint-Moritz, 

Empire shuttered, with the Amar 
Bros. giving up management. 

Pierre Sandrini’s new exposition 
revue is ‘Plaisirs de France.’ 

Louis Jouvet planning a European 
tour with the Athenee troupe. 

Louis and Jeanne Sterner featured 
in the new Bal Tabarin revue. 

Uday Shar-Kar and Sinskie giving 
a recital at the Opera-Comique. 

Nina Rossi, Tino’s sister, making 
her debut in cabaret as a singer. 

M. Hakim signing Tino Rossi for 
the only film he’ll make this year. 

Marcel Pagnol’s film ‘Cesar’ pass- 
ing 850th showing at the Cine-Opera. 

‘La Revue ‘e l’Annee’ revived at 
the Trianon after a long A BC run. 

Robert Flaherty over from Lon- 
don for premiere of ‘Elephant Boy,’ 

Yvonne Vma celebrating having 
appeared in 100 films in four years. 

Four American girls in the Casino 
de Paris revue complaining of home- 
sickness. 

Comedie-Francaise showing Piran- 
dello’s ‘Chacun sa Verite’ (‘Each to 
His Truth’). 

Films are replacing the theatre, 
according to Cecile Sorel in a news- 
paper article. 

Richard Pottier off for Djibouti, 
where ‘Secrets of the Red Sea,’ film, 
will be made. 

Ruth Chatterton to London to start 
work on Somerset Maugham’s “The 
Constant Wife.’ 

Sir Thomas Beecham conducting 
the London Philharmonic Orchestra 
at an Opera recital. 

Charles Dullin, one of the Comedie- 
Francaise big four, named an officer 
of the Legion of Honor. 

Rene Gavaut, cameraman, and as- 
sistant Thomas, injured while shoot- 
ing ‘Troika’ near Megeve. 

‘French Can-Can’ is one of the 
pictures Danielle Darrieux ~lans to 
make before going to America. 

Albert Lebrun creating a precedent 
for presidents by broadcasting an 
appeal for the National Defense loan. 

Marie Dubas to make her first 
film, ‘Manon 326,’ by Pierre-Gilles 
Veber. Raymond Bernard megging. 

M. de Tomaso preparing to publish 
a new theatre mag to be called 


is being 


making his 


making a 


‘Ou-vas-tu,” (‘Where Are You Go- 
ing?’). ; 
Lucas Girdoux sigued by Jean 


Vallee for an important part in 
‘Hommes sans Nom,’ by Jean Des’al- 
lieres. 

Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra 
giving two recitals here in April 
under the direction of Wilhelm 
Furtwaengler. 

Renee Saint-Cyr added to the long 
cast of Sacha Guitry’s ‘Les Sept 
Perles de la Couronne’ (‘Seven 
Pearls of the Crown’). 

Pierre Billion off for Grenoble, 
where exteriors of ‘Poisson Chinois’ 
(‘Chinese Fish’) are being made. 
Pierre Fresnay, Michel Simon and 
Kate de Nagy are in the leads. 

Paulette Dubos returning to the 
screen in ‘Le’ Mesonge dc Nina 
Petrovna’ (‘The Lie of.Nina Petrov- 
na’), which Tourjansky is making, 
with. Fernand Gravet in the lead. 





Berlin 





Wagner festival will be held in 
Zoppot in July. 

Masami Kuni, 
touring Germany. 

‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
English over the air. 

Anny Ondra’s 50th pic nearing 
completion at Bavaria. 

Sheriff's war play, ‘Journey’s End’ 
to be given in Berlin. 

Willi Fritsch marrying Dinah 
Grace, retired dancer. 

Thea von Harbou one of the busiest 
scrivters around here. 

Ibsen’s ‘Enemy of the People’ to 
premiere at the Volksbuhne. 

Erich Orthmann batoning Beeth- 
oven’s ninth symph on Good Friday. 

Willy Birgel will be  Zarah. 


Japanese dancer, 


given in 


pic. 

Gieseking to play some of his own 
compositiors at musical evening for 
young musicians. 





‘Strong Hearts’ is the title of the 





Leander’s leading man in her next | 





new Ufa pic with Maria Cebotari 
and Gustav Diessl featured. 

Choir of the Deutsche Hochschule, 
under the direction of Dr, Theo 
Warner, on tour in England. E 

Alexander Sved, Hungarian _ bari- 
tone and star of ‘His Last Model,’ in 
Berlin to make victrola records. _ 

Jurgen Fehling walking off with 
honors as the director of ‘Richard 
the Third,’ which is doing a land- 
slide biz at the Berlin State Theatre. 





Chicago 





Slim Miller rumored leaving 
WLS. 

Eddie Pierce ahead of ‘Stars and 
Strips’ unit. 

Milt Schuster to opening of Gay- 
ety in Minneapolis. 

Nat Karson dropped in for some 
old-time handshaking. 

Buddy Doyle typed off a column 
for the Wichita Beacon. 

Jo Rubenstein, Warners’ talent 
scout, in town looking and listen- 


ing. 

a pickpockets pinched at Jack 
Benny Waukegan homecoming 
party. 

Virginia Seed adds two weeks to 
her Florida vacation by breaking 
her foot. 

Jack Pollock in between advance 
assignments on the Bowes. unit 
vaude dates. 

Edward C. Beck, in charge of en- 
tertainment at Stevens, to N. Y. on 
talent quest. 

Fred Bethke, for years official 
greeter at Henrici’s, becomes the 
new maitre d’hotel at the Casino 
Parisien in the Morrison hotel. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Harry Kalmines moving into their 
new Squirrel Hill home this week. 

‘Snatched from Noose’ at last min- 
ute decided to take a Holy Week 
layoff. 

Trailer, Ho’ oicked as title for 
Pitt Cap and Gown club’s annual 
musical. 

At least nine nitery impresarios 
are after roadhouse Willows for 
this Summer. 

Jane Armstrong stepped into Kil- 
buck’s ‘Jack and Jill’ to replace ail- 
ing Kay Harmon. 

Jimmy Gaul due back this Sum- 
mer from two-year archaeological 
expedition in Asia. 

Harry Harris has joined theatre 
circuit bossed by his brother, John, 
as a relief manager. 

Furey Ross, owner: of Show Boat, 
filled m.c. breach when Tom Barry 
was called east for few days. 

Madeline Skelly Foust, dean of 
Duquesne U drama _ school, has 
turned out another one-acter. 

Karl Krug’s Hollywood dispatches 
started day late in Sun-Tele when 
bad weather delayed his plane. 





Palm Springs 


Charles Farrell pulled out for Eu- 
rope. 

Marian Marsh down from Holly- 
wood for short sojourn. 


John Blystone, his family, C. King 
Charney and wife, and Adrienne 
Ames among visitors. 

William Collier, Sr., dazzling his 
billiard opponent with a valuable 
cue which he won in a raffle, 


_Among those seen at the annual 
circus were Frank Morgan, Leslie 
Howard, Constance Bennett, Edna 
Ferber, Virginia Bruce and Bill 
Boyd. 

Amos ’n’ Andy (Freeman Gosden 
and Charles Correll), Paul Lukas 
and Ralph Bellamy compose a recep- 


tion committee for the chamber of 
commerce, 


Cairo Nite Life 


(Continued from page 1) 




















around. Patrons dance between num- 
bers, which include acrobatics, 
crooning and a little of everything 
else. Crowd is mixed, with a sprin- 
kling of Egyptians, and the hostesses 
are a little faded. They are journey- 
men entertainers who come to Cairo 
from Aleppo, Alex, Port Said and, 
once in a while, go down to Luxor. 

Kit Kat Club charges 25c. and 40c. 
a drink, with snacks served gratis. 
It draws its cfowd from the cinemas. 


Badea, Salbadieh and Globe are 
second-raters, permitting you to 
make eyes at the females who sit 
alone in the corner. They all put 
on continuous three .to five-hour 
shows in Arabic and English, which 
are heavily peppered with bawdy 
jokes. Badea caters to natives, ex- 
cept when tourists come around. 
Tickets cost 50e. a head, drinks to 
order. House is in a continuous up- 
roar, actors or no actors, 


Music halls, Reine, Neguib Rihani, 


| Le Theatre du Jardin de L’Elizabeth 
j}and Le Theatre Apollo Ex-Verdi, 


hand out a variety of ballet dancing, 
jazz and native melodies. 





— 


Hollywood 


John Boles resting in Arizona. 
—— Sheehan at Hot Springs, 





rk. 
Silas Prime joined Ben Rinaldo 


agency. 

John Stahl readying for vacash in 
Ireland. 

Joseph Schildkraut laid up with 
laryngitis. 

Dorothy Lamour will vacash in 
Honolulu. 

Louise Latimer about again after 
siege of flu. 

Dick Powell annexed 40-acre farm 
in Arkansas. 

Grady Sutton vacationing in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 

Teddy Hart has pulled out for a 
New York vacash. 

Marjorie Lord in from New York 
to report at Radio. 

John Ford took China Clipper for 
quick visit in Honolulu. 

Basketball team at 20th-Fox won 
studio league championship. 

‘Thin Ice’ at 20th-Fox will use 40 
male and 40 femme ice skaters. 

Sid Rogell, RKO studio manager, 
in New York for the labor confabs, 

Ralph Forbes back from Van- 
couver where he appeared in a pic- 
ture. 

Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 
home after Florida and N. Y. va- 
cash. 

Jan Bata, Czechoslovakian filmite, 


visiting Gustav Machaty, MG di- 
rector. 

Danny Dare will direct dance rou- 
tines in Walter Wanger’s ‘52nd 
Street.’ 

Jean Arthur and hubby, Frank 


Ross, back from New York and the 
Bahamas. 

Snow near Palm Springs grounded 
Brandon Tynan, planing in from 
Broadway. 

Eddie Janis and Jane Coombs 
severed connections with the Small- 
Landau agency. 

Betty Janes, 15-year-old Chicago 
operatic warbler, here to start her 
Metro contract. 

Nerman Westwood stopped off in 
Hollywood en route to New York 
from Shanghai. 

Darryl Zanuck and associate pro- 
ducers tossed surprise birthday party 
for William Goetz. 

Anthony Garrity, N. Y. auto de- 
signer, completed $10,000 automotive 
creation for ‘Topper’ at Roach. 

Charles Reznikoff, novelist and 
writer, has been appointed assistant 
to Albert Lewin, Par producer. 

Richard Dix first hoss owner to 
apply for stable space at Caliente 
on possibility of spot reopening. 

Gertrude Michael asked for and 
received cancellation of her contract 
at RKO. Expects to go to London 
soon. 

Michael Cornell, formerly of 
British International Pictures, now 
assistant casting director for Maurice 
Conn. 

Sasha Siemel, big game hunter, 
here from New York to be techni- 
cal advisor and to act in Col’s ‘Jun- 
gle Menace.’ 

Leonard Penn, from legit, and 
hubby of Gladys George, getting a 
test at Metro for part in ‘They Gave 
Him a Gun.’ 

Warner Baxter’s standin for years, 
Frank McGrath, was forced to quit 
work temporarily last week because 
of kleig lights. 

Eric Wolfgang Korngold surprised 
on his birthday by 50 members of 
Vitaphone ork who presented him 
with a wrist watch. 

Ann Miller, 18, dancer at Bal 
Tabarin in ‘Frisco, was signed to 
termer at RKO by Benny Rubin 
during his p.a. there. 

Lou Gehrig passed his screen tests 
for Sol Lesser and is supposed to re- 
port for his Tarzany pix after the 
ball season explodes. : 

Joe Collum upped to casting di- 
rector at Hal Roach, supplanting Joe 
Rivkin who went to Columbia to 
head talent searchers. 

Major Peter Carson leaving for 
China April 12 in attempt to secure 
government permission for filming 
scenes there for Condor’s ‘Puppet 
Empire.’ 

Harry Hammond Beall doing vol- 
untary publicity for the Neal Dodd 
Foundation, created by Mary Pick- 
ford and others for charity work in 
the industry. 

Jean Hersholt is being pushed out 
of his house by his books and is tear- 
ing out a corner to build a new 
library. After that he’ll build a new 
home around the new library. 


William Goetzes, Douglas Fair- 
bankses, Constance Bennett an 
Countess Dorothy di Frasso ac- 


companied the Darryl Zanucks to 
Del Monte last week for the champ 
polo matches. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





K. of C. indoor circus returns to 
Arena April 26-May 1. 

Jean Poli, granddaughter of S. Zr 
has dramatic ambitions. : 

W. Lowell Dougherty won Yale 
Dramat prize for best one-acter. : 

D’Oyly Carte at Shubert week 
April 5 practically sold out week 
ahead. 

Luther Rowland, ex-Yale drama 
stude, now on faculty at Skidmore 
college. 


Jack Schaefer has planted his 


‘Theatre News’ as regular weekly a'r 
feature. . 

Yale drama dept. faculty takins 
plenty bows on ‘Bourgeois Gentil- 
homme’ revival. 
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KRAUS BURLEY TRIAL 
POSTPONED TO APRIL 8 


The trial of Sam Kraus, manager 
of Minsky’s Gotham theatre, N. Y., 
on a charge of giving an indecent 
exhibition last November, was ad- 
journed for the second time Monday 
(29) until April 8 by Justices Perl- 
man, Flood and Walling in Special 
Sessions. Burley Amus. Corp. is also 
defendant. Kraus is accused by John 
S Sumner, head of the vice society, 
of permitting strip-teasing in his 
show. Minsky press agent insists he 
will produce several girls to give 
demonstration in court when case 
finally goes on. Doubtful that staid 
bench will deem it necessary for 
actual display of strip-teasing to con- 
vince them it is art and not inde- 
rent. 








Burlesque Review 
STAR, B’KLYN, N. Y. 


Geographically, the Star is not far 
away from its sister house, the Cen- 
tury, also operated by Sam Ray- 
mond. A comparison with latter’s 
production, physical condition and 
personnel when last caught points 
out the space separating the two, is 
now somewhat lessened by the pres- 
ence of two show-minded principals, 
Countess Nadja and: Queenie King. 
Failing to improve on present meth- 
ods, Raymonds might continue to use 
such, or similar, burley personalities 
to advantage to bridge entertainment 
deficiencies. 

From the doorman te the stage 
everything looks unkempt. Floors, 
seats, drapes, sets, costumes, uni- 
forms, and faces of some of the line 
girls, could well do with alterations. 
Anything would be an improvement. 
Inconsistency of the caster makes 
for strange mixture of good with the 
opposite. That, however, might be 
accountable for in limited selections 
in this not overcrowded, but certain- 
ly profitable, field, which keeps the 
best busy in the better locations. 

Sandra, a reciting stripper (new- 
comer), the Countess, Queenie King 
and Bob Snyder, sweet-voiced pro- 
duction mumber crooner, are the 
show. Line work, comedy of Jack 
Greenman, Harry Stratton and Harry 
Seymour, in variations of the poppy, 
courthouse and hotel bits, straight- 
ened by Floyd Hallicy and Jack 
Shaw, who also sings, are pretty 
weak filler from entertainment 
standpoint. 

The indefatigable Countess con- 
tinues to wow ’em with her risque 
songs and semi-comic strips, retain- 
ing in them enough excitement and 
showmanship to put her across. Pres- 
ent location affords her a complete 
production number of Russe charac- 
ter in which sex angles and house 
frame are second to her Cossack 
dancing ability and personality. Last 
appearance (Russe) is straight en- 
tertainment with burley line back- 
grounding brings more results than 
initial peeling dance. 

Sandra and Queenie King, runners 
up with Countess, also rate nods. 
Former’s blueish recitation features 
a few lines that would better grace a 
shovel than a girl’s voice in any the- 
aire. Also strips well for a neo- 
phyte. The same Queenie who 
walked off the stage of the ultra 
Oriental, N. Y. (burley’s Palace) in a 
temperamental fit over improper 
lighting, completes her two turns 
here to perfection, with no credit to 
house assistance. Her slow motion 
strip, combined with knowledge of 
dancing and graceful movement, 
brings out the ultimate in its full. 
Sunny Lovett, Peggy Hill and Betty 
Duval, also on for quick strip- 

Paul Kane and Harold Raymond 
take credit for producing shows. 
Above mentioned four personalities 
can take credit for making a show 
out of what would otherwise have 
been a wasted subway ride. Hurl. 





Doubling Up 
Chicago, March 30. 
June St. Clair, current at Colisi- 
Mos, to double at Rialto beginning 
week of April 9. 


Under Milt Schuster banner. 





Independent Burlesque 


Week of April 4 





‘Teases and 


burgh. Wheezes’'—Casino, Pitts- 
Crazy Quilt(—Empress, Cincinnati. 
Pepper Pot'— Rialto, Chicago. 
‘Bozo Snyder’—En route, Chicago. 
mothing But Dames’—Casino, Toronto. 
Thay Hat’—Lyrie, Allentown, Mon.- 
Ca nit Majestic, Harrisburg, Wed.; 
ae Reading, Thurs.-Fri.; Majestic, 
plamsport. Saturday. 
i ardon the Glamour*’—Troc, Phila- 
del phia, 
‘*p. ~ = 
kaha By Night’—Empire, Newark. 
‘Laan, Carle Girls’—Howard, Boston. 
} sadies in Lingerie’-—Century, Brook- 
yn, 
merry, Maidens’—Hudson, Union City. 
Orie rrust’—Gayety, Washington 
cg rtental Girls’—Gayety, Baltimore. 
>Wing Girls’—Capitel, Toledo. 


‘Toylana’- —Gayety, Detroit. 


Soft-Pedal Stripping 


Burley houses 





in Greater New 
York, especially those that have 
been particularly nude in recent 
months, toned down strippers during 
the last 10 days. Pending hearing 
against Gotham theatre, East 125th 
Street, is reported to be back of 
move. 

Show girls in some spots even were 
donning lightweight brassiers while 
strip numbers in many instances 
were held down to routine flash. 





Gayety, Mpls., Reopens 
Minneapolis, March 30. 


After being closed for six weeks 
following a five months’ Independent 
Wheel roadshow’ season, Harry 
Hirsch’s Gayety reopened Saturday 
matinee (27) with stock burlesque 
to turnaway business — breaking the 
house reeord for a matinee and 
making it necessary for Hirsch to 
review che initial performance stand- 
ing for the first time in the theatre’s 
history. Night biz also was capacity. 

Opening attraction is called ‘Stars 
and Strips’ and top is 99c., with 
two shows a day, excepting Satur- 
days, wher there’s also a midnight 
performance. 


Minsky Checking Up 


Abe Minsky’s Gaiety, N. Y., has 
installed an office-controlled com- 
munications system to keep taks on 
all activity in the house, particu- 
larly with an eye to the stage. 

Mike system is spotted in the of- 
fice, ticket booth, backstage, back 
of, the house and one concealed in 
the footlights. Enables Harold 
Minsky to keep tabs on comics who 
improvise with tabooed cracking of 
bits and to orally warn them from 
the lights to bleach when neces- 
sary. 








Burley Lets ’Em Sing 


Latest to go for the community 
sing gag is burlesque with Minsky’s 
Gaiety, N. Y., using song slides of 
one song with each show this week. 

House first spotted singing in finale 
number but altered when usual au- 
dience change with first bars of 
finale caused lack of interest. War- 
bling is now done after initial pro- 
duction number, with chorus facing 
back drop screen and singing with 
audiences. 





Indie Circuit Dropping One 
Chicago, March 30. 


‘Twinkle Toes,’ Independent Cir- 
cuit show, current at Rialto here, 
folds after this week, due to clos- 
ing of Garrick, St. Louis, April 1. 
Closing of house eliminates one full 
week from circuit, and rather than 
have all shows lay off week after 
Rialto, decision was reached to cut 
one out. 

Independent units will now jump 
from Chicago to Cincinnati, rather 
than to St. Louis. 





Toronto Burley Shifts 
Toronto, March 30. 


Casino, here, now playing Inde- 
pendent Circuit shows, will switch 
to a stock policy on May 9, and 
continue for the summer, while ru- 
mors have it the Roxy, now stock, 
will close about that time for sum- 
mer remodeling. 

Roxy has also played Metropoli- 
tan Circuit shows the past season. 





Unit Reviews 
GIRLS IN PLATINUM 


(Continued from page 56) 


creditable ‘Gypsy Sweetheart,’ inter- 
sperse some comedy musical ‘con- 
versation,” and wind up with a 
special arrangement of ‘Humoresque,’ 
working in six different tunes at one 
time with the help of the ork. They 
got a fine reception. 

Line scampers back on for a 
modernistic number, using their 
hands more than their feet, Bonnie 
LeRoy stepping out for a toe tap 
specialty that scores. } 

Terry Parker, sawed-off comedian, 
gets over all right with his Jimmy 
Savo stuff, but since Savo has never 
played here, patrons didn't know 
whether Parker’s stuff was such a 
good imitation or not. However, they 
took a chance and gave him a big 
hand. 

Burnett Twins, Sue Taylor and 
Bonnie LeRoy are next in a siéver 
stair dance. Stairs are miniatures and 
hardly big enough to accomodate 
gals’ high heels, which made routine 
difficult and therefore more enter- 
taining. ; ' 

Marion Gibney, comedienne. billed 














as ‘Marie Dressler of vaude,’ finishes 


up to a good hand, although her act 
has not changed much since last 
seen by Cap customers. 

Line, in different colored costumes, 
but brief, presents a shimsham num- 
ber to ‘King of Swing’ and make way 
for portly Joe Alexander, assisted by 
wife, Evalyn, in a novelty offering 
with handsful of rubber balls which 
he juggles, plays a tattoo on floor and 
other trickery. 

Closing brings on line, smartly 
clad, in military march and tap rou- 
tine, whole company drifting on with 
silver stairs, which they mount and 
hold up whirling silvered propellors 
as curtains close. Effective and away 
from run-of-mine finales. Luch. 


PENTHOUSE FOLLIES | 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln. March 28. 

Taking no chances this. time 
around, local management adds Gar- 
ner, Wolfe and Hakins, the ‘new’ Ted 
Healy stooges, to the ‘Penthouse Fol- 
lies’ unit, second in a fortnight from 
Harry Clark, the Chi producer. First 
around was ‘Hit Parade,’ which was 
short of time, talent, and sock. ‘Pent- 
house’ is a fooler in that it’s built 
to go an hour without doubling or 
repeats, so the stooges, who do 15 
minutes, run it overkoard. 

This is the first date for ‘Pent- 
house,’ but it has the makings of a 
healthy small-time unit. Murdock 
and Mayo, the male portion, a gristle- 
limbed terper, and the Gabby Bros., 
a good juggling act, are its topliners. 
Payroll is having a hard time these 
three days getting used to each other 
and rearranging the spottings, but is 
ironing out. 

Puss slapping of the Healy iron 
men went over well in this house | 
where stooges are a novelty, but the | 
act plainly shows rough edges and | 
lack of cohesion in places. 
its needs is eye-filling femme, or a'| 
well-dressed straight, to set ’em off. 
Trio is easy to laugh at, no matter. 
Rates one of the most persistent re- 
ceptions ever given here. 

Gabbys, besides the traditional 
juggling moves, have a dog novelty 
turn which gets the kids. Rollcall of 
of the rest of the assembly includes 
Marcia Douglas, who sings fairly 
well; Ryburn and Barbara, a good 
tap team: Elmer Brown, a finver in 
the mouth pantomimer; Gay Bverd, 
acrobatic twisting charmer: Eddie 
Gibson, a tapper, and Tommy O’Neal, 
m. ¢.. who is good on the harmonica. 

“ssors caught the Douglas songs 
anu the Gibson tap after the first try. 
and the show gained tempo therebv. 

After a start which found the onus 
monopolizing 71 minutes. was finally 
nicked to 56 minutes. Business, in 
spite of the lull Holy Week back- 





OBITUARIES 


CHARLES ALPINE HEIKROTH 


Charles Alpine Heikroth, 75, vet- 
eran circus performer, who died at 
Watt’s hospital, Durham, N. C.,, 
March 18, was buried at Henderson, 
N. C., where he had made his home 
for the past several months with his 
daughter, Mrs. Dave C. Laughlin. 


Professionally known as Charles 
Alpine. he was one of the oldest liv- 
ing pe -rmers in America, having 
worked as acrobat and wire-walker, 
Born in Hesson, Germany, in 1862, 
he later came to America where he 
originated the double wire-rigging, 
upon which he, his three daughters 
and his son gave performances. 

The Alpine quintet travelled with 
all the largest circuses in North and 
South America, among which were 
the Barnum & Bailey, Ringling Bros., 
Hagenbeck-Wallace and Sells-Floto. 
Two of his daughters married out of 
the profession and with the death 
of his son some years ago the Alpine 
quintet was broken up. 


For a time Mr. Keikroth made his 
home in New York City where he 
held valuable real estate. Three 


in Fond Memory of 
One of the Best Friends 
I Ever Had 


F. B. HAVILAND 


Who Died March 29, 1932 


JERRY VOGEL 





months ago he and his wife went to 
Henderson and three weeks ago he 


was taken to Watts hospital for 
treatment. 
Surviving are his widow, Mrs. 


Annie Heikroth, and three daughters, 
Mrs. D. C. Laughlin, Henderson, Mrs. 
Edward Wadsworth, West Palm 
Beach, Fla., and Mrs. Jeff Benn, New 
York city. 





JOHN DRINKWATER 
John Drinkwater, 54, died in his 
sleep in London March 25 of heart 
trouble. He is best known for his 
play ‘Abraham Lincoln,’ which was 
presented in 1918. Its success led 





wash, was excellent. Barn. 


N.Y. Vs. H’wood 


(Continued from page 6) 








is top spot for the actor. The radio em- 

ploys thousands, all branches of the 

theatre employ thousands more; then 

there is a lot of club work, cafes, 

commercial pictures . and not 

forgetting the WPA projects. 
Rents 

With rents going up in Hollywood 
the past year, living isn’t as cheap 
as it used to be. Of course rents in 
New York have also gone up. The 
poor man ean live much better in 
Hollywood than in New York for 
the same amount of money. The 
price of good food is about the same 
in both places. They have ham- 
burger stands in New York, too. . . 
and at Paddy’s Market you can get 
25 oranges for 25c and they are just 
as bad, as the ones you buy in Hol- 
lywood for that price. 

You can get an apartment or a 
house much cheaper than you can 
in New York. The houses have a 
cleaner and cheerier look in Holly- 
wood. Living 10 or 20 miles from 
town is a common thing. The fur- 
ther you go out the cheaper the 
rents. Distance doesn’t mean any- 
thing because everybody has a car, 
and you must have a car to get any- 
wheres. The regular bus and street 
ear service is terrible. They run on 
schedule, that is they are due when 
you see them, and stop at one a.m., 
but that doesn’t matter—where are 
you going to go after one a.m. in 
Hollywood? 

The markets in Hollywood are 
much finer than in New York, they 
are very inviting and very clean. 
If you have something to sell 
they'll buy it in Hollywood, price no 
object. They'll buy it in New York 
too, to sell to Hollywood. But Holly- 
wood will outbuy New York. The 
people in both places are the same 
, . the only difference between a 
Hollywocd actor and a New York 
actor is that the former believes his 
press notices and the latter is dis- 
illusioned by the critics. 

They have some swell guys in 
both places and they also have their 
heels for that matter every 
town has them, but not in such quan- 
tities. 

Living is much easier and quieter 
in Hollywood than in New York. 








There is more recreation, the folks 





' including 
| Cromwell,’ 


him to write other historical plays, 
‘Mary Stuart,’ ‘Oliver 

‘Robert E. Lee’ and 
‘Robert Burns.’ His play on Lee ex- 
cited almost hysterical protest from 
southerners, who resented the dra- 
matic license he took with historical 
data. It was his last essay at drama, 
he turning his attention to poems 
and critical essays. He did no fewer 
than 50 volumes, including the life 
of Carl Laemmle. 

He had just completed an histori- 
cal film ‘The King and His Peo- 
ple,’ tracing the history of the Brit- 
ish royal family. He made frequent 





visits to America and was well 
known on the lecture stage. 
T. ROY BARNES 

T. Roy Barnes, 57, stage and 


screen actor, died March 30, at his 


home in Hollywood, after a long 
iliness. He was in vaudeville for 
many years with his wife, Bessie 


Crawford, in a skit called ‘Package 
of Smiles’ and acted in many stage 
musical shows, including ‘Katinka,’ 
‘The Red Canary,’ ‘Passing Show,’ 
‘Over the River,’ later turning to 
pictures. 


Barnes was a featured player with 
Paramount for several years. He 





seem to thrive on the climate. They 
look better and feel better than in 
New York (at least that’s what they 
say). 


They are not all rich in Holly- 
wood . . . there are still many there 
who use the ‘slippery stairs’ and five 
minutes of ‘fast talk’ for the land- 
lord and tighten their belts around 
meal time; New York alone hasn’t 
all the ‘fast talkers’ and belt-tight- 
eners. 


In Hollywood one doesn’t have to 
spend much on clothes. You can 
take an old drop and make it into 
a sport jacket or use an old stage 
suit, a funny shirt, a kerchief, a pair 
of slacks and you are ready to go 
anywheres. A mink coat and a pair 
of slacks are a common sight. A 
sweat shirt is practically evening 
wear in Hollywood. 

When you ‘click’ out in Holly- 
wood the cash register rings good 
and loud, and for that matter the 
bell on the New York register isn’t 
muffled either. 


And so, gents, I figgers it even 





money and you takes your cherse. 


worked in films through 1935, until 
illness forced him into virtual re- 
tirement. A widow and two daugh- 
ters survive. 





CONRAD J. THIEN 
Conrad J. Thien, 67, owner and 


operator of Palm Theatre, North 
St. Louis nabe, died last week in 
DePaul hospital there, following 


paralytic stroke. 
Thien, associated with four sons, 


Victor, George C., Edward and 
Joseph, in operation of house was 
native of Breese, Ill., where he 


started business career as merchant. 
After dealing in oil in Oklahoma, 
Thien went to St. Louis 27 years ago. 
Besides his sons, he is survived 
by his widow, Mrs. Caroline Thien, 
three brothers and four sisters. 





JACK GRAY 


Jack ‘Smoke’ Gray, 40, a minstrel 
end man for more than 25 years, 
died last week at the Missouri State 
sanatorium at Mt. Vernon, Mo., from 
tuberculosis. 

Before being confined in the State 
institution Gray was a member of 
radio station KWK’s St. Louis Min- 
strels. Previously he was associated 
with minstrel organizations owned 
by Neil O’Brien and Al G. Field. 

Funeral was held in St. Louis. 
Survived by his widow, and his 
mother, Mrs. Gertrude Allison, 
Springfield, Mo. 





JAMES G,. DAVIS 


James Gunnis Davis, 63, stage and 
screen actor, died March 23 in Los 
Angeles after a brief illness. 

He was a native of England, com- 
ing to America in 1904 as stage man- 
ager for Charles Frohman and 
Henry W. Savage. He went into pic- 
tures in 1912, his last film being 
‘The Bride of Frankenstein’ at Uni- 
versal. Widow and a son survive. 





J. GEORGE FEINBERG 


J. George Feinberg, 51, president 
of International Seat Corp., Union 
City, Ind., a native and resident of 
Minneapolis, Minn., died at Miami, 
Fla., after attending the MPTOA 
convention. 

He entered the film industry as a 
salesman and in 1915 organized the 
Teco (Theatre Equipment Co.). For 
18 years he was associated with 
Heywood-Wakefield, resigning to 
join International. A widow sur- 
vives. 





WILLIAM A. SIMMONS 


William A. Simmons, 73, veteran 
theatre operator of the northwest, 
died in Missoula, Mont., March 27 
after a brief illness. 

Simmons was interested in theatres 
throughout Montana and in Kellogg, 
Wallace, Mullan and Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho. 

In the early gold rush days of 
Alaska he operated an amusement 
hall in Sitka, later entering the mo- 
tion picture field. 





J. B. CLINTON 


J. B. Clinton; 63, Minneapolis 
and Duluth independent exhibitor, 
died from heart failure while vaca- 
tioning in Lake Worth, Fla. Mr. 
Clinton went to Florida to attend the 
MPTOA convention. 

At one time he owned a circuit of 
theatres which were taken over by 
Publix and at the time of his death 
he operated the Doric, Duluth. A 
widow, three sons and daughter sur- 
vive. 





DELMAR FOWLER 


Delmar Fowler, 33, former chief 
engineer at KWK, St. Louis, died at 
his home there last week from com- 
plication of diseases. 

He was on engineering staff of 
KWK for a number of years but 
served as relief man since his illness. 
Body was taken to St. Joseph for 
burial. 


ROBERT V. DUNN 
Robert V. Dunn, 46, film character 
actor for 20 years, died in Holly- 
wood, March 24 from a heart ail- 
ment. He was born in Milwaukee. 
Widow and daughter survive. 





FRANK PHENEY 
Frank Pheney, 32, studio sound 
technician, killed himself in Holly- 
wood March 23, 





Father, 77, of Thornton Sargent, 
Fox-West Coast theatre exec, died 
March 28 in Wichita, Kan. 





Mother of Art Henry died in Mt 





Vernon, N. Y., March 27, 
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Chicago Jubilee in Full Blast: | 
To Run 7 Months’ Outdoor Show 











— + 
Chicago, March 30. 

Chicago Charter Jubilee, a seven- 

month celebration of the 100th anni- 

the 

is on in full swing, and to 


versary of signing of the city 
charter, 
further 
remaining six months, extra exploita- 
tion is to be done immediately. So 
far has used billboards, 
radio networks, and newspapers to 
publicize the affair since the open- 
ing gun was sounded on March 4, 
with a salute by Major Bowes, and a 
return salute by the City Fathers, 
but now the committee has arranged 
to go into other fields. 


assure its success during the 


committee 


First will be the sending out of a 
Covered Wagon which will be 
equipped with actors and other ne- 
cessities to fit it up a la an old-time | 
traveling medicine show. Wagon is 
routed fer a 2,500 mile tour of the 
country during the next few months, 
with two advance men already ahead | 
doing the billing. Wagon will stop 


j 
in every city, town and hamlet to | 





Sad Clown a Hit 





Emmett Kelly, clown with the 
Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty circus, 
Hippodrome, N, Y., has received 
several outside offers but is re- 
ported under contract to the big 
top. 

As a sad-face clown Kelly 
wanders through the audience 
gazing intently at the femmes, 
who invariably laugh heartily. 
He hasn’t been hnown to miss. 

Some offers came from 
agents. 











‘Studio Snub Rolls | 


Off Holly C of C 
On Talent Roundup 





Hollywood, March 30. 


Hollywood’s Junior Chamber of 


give shows and to plug coming events | Commerce effort to get in the na- 


of the celebration. 
. : | 
Most of attractions are to be staged | 


| tional 


swim with an _ international 
talent festival has resulted in Norris 


out of doors, and are being framed | J. Nelson, prez, and others, making 


by outdoor showmen, the expected | 
crowds making anything else im- 
practical. Athletic contests, for the 
most part, will be held in Soldier 
Field, while the carnival and fair | 
features will be relegated to the | 
lake front in Burnham Park, former- | 
ly site of Century of Progress Ex- 
position. Biggest event in Burnham 
Park will be the Cook County Fair 
which is to be brought, races and all, 
for a five-day spectacular session. 


Aute Races Planned 


Plans have been completed for a | 
250-mile auto race around the park, 
covering the loop outer-drive from 
Jackson boulevard to Cermak road, 
and both American and foreign driv- 
ers are being brought in for the af- 
fair. At that time, the Park will 
be completely inhabited by conces- 
sions and exhibitions, most of which 
are already set. 





Swimming meets are to be held in | 


the lagoons there and horse shows, 
bicycle races and other similar con- 
tests will also be staged in the park. 

Track meets, pageants and various 
competitive events are scheduled for 
Soldier Field, with both spots com- 
bining for the July Fourth celebra- 
tion which is to be held the whole 
first week of that month. Arrange- 
ments are being made to make that 
week a Mardi Gras affair, with pa- 
rades, pageants, track meets, con- 
tests of every kind, and both night 
and day fireworks. 

Fashion show on May 1 and the 
August fur show are to top every- 
thing of their nature ever to be held 
hereabouts. Both are to be coop- 
erative affairs. Dealers, manufac- 
turers and stylists will bring in their 
wares for exhibition and staging. 
Fashion show, besides the regular pa- 
rade, will have a complete showing 
of manufacturing processes, style his- 
tory pageant and a pretentious nitery 
floor show. Fur affair is to be simi- 
lar in nature, with even animal ex- 
hibitions, trapper method showings, 
and famous furs of the past on dis- 
play, with, of course, the regular 
events of any large similar show. In 
addition, it is to be combined with 
an Ice Carnival which is to bring 
Stars from all over the world and a 
novel, especially trained ice ballet. 


CLEVELAND GETS NEW 
SPORTS HEADQUARTERS 


Cleveland, March 30. 

City’s need for a sports coliseum 
is being answered by construction 
of a hockey and fight arena-building 
on main avenue near downtown 
sector, starting May 1, at estimated 
cost of $1,000,000. 

Arena with 10,000 capacity and 
three floors will become home-head- 
quarters of Cleveland Hockey Club. 
Promoter is Albert C. Sutphin, 
secretary-treasurer of Braden-Sut- 
phin Ink Co., who also owns the In- 
ternational Hockey League team 
here. Carl Lezius is his partner. 

Besides using it for hockey 
matches now staged in Elysium, 
backers plan to make Coliseum the 
town’s top-spot for prizefights and 
rassle shows. Combine also is try- 
ing to lease third floor to WTAM, 
which is still looking for larger 
quarters. 








a good will hegira east next month 
to feel out the reaction on such a 
stunt. They will visit other 
groups in Kansas City, St. 
Chicago, Washington, 
New York. 


Thing started out some months ago obligation. 
|as a festival, : 
Hollywood talent hunt for prospec- | h 


then it turned to a 


refused approval of any promotion 
that would bring film fame seekers 
to Hollywood, 


1,000,000 Advance Sale 





Fort Worth, March 30. 

Billy Rose, director general of the 
Forth Worth Frontier Fiesta, is con- 
sidering a plan for a 1,000,000 ad- 
vance ticket sale with Harry P. 
Harrison, gate admission guarantor 
of other large expos, including Dal- 
las, San Diego and Chicago. 


The new Will Rogers Memorial 
Coliseum and the Municipal Audi- 
torium, a $1,000,000 layout, will be 
used this year. The building of an 
empire will be the theme of an in- 
dustrial exhibit in the coliseum. This 
will not be the usual static display, 
Rose said, but will be as dramatic 
as a show, 


A huge mural painting, more than 
50. feet long, will encircle the in- 
terior of the coliseum. A nationally 


to do this. 


Dana Suesse, composer of ‘The 
Night Is Young’ and other Casa 
Manana hit tunes, has arrived and 
will set Rose’s lyrics to music for 
the ‘Casa Manana Revue of 1927.’ 
Rose and John Murray Anderson, 


girls. Hope to use only Texas girls, 
but may have to import ballet dan- 
cers for a Harriet Hoctor number 


boys. 


Minevitch for Casa Manana. 

Will K. Stripling elected presi- 
dent of the corporation backing the 
Fiesta, vice Amon Carter resigned. 
Carter said he will be too occupied 
out of Forth Worth on the industrial 
exhibit to continue as president. 

Ned Alvord here to handle na- 


was on publicity staff last year, will 
handle Texas angle. 





Human Projectile Hurt 


Buffalo, March 30. 
Anthony Barker, ‘human rocket’ 
with the Hamid-Morton circus play- 
ing under the auspices of the local 
Shrine, was seriously injured at the 
opening performance Sunday night. 


but landed twenty-five feet short, 
crashing to the wooden floor. At 


attendants were unable to quiet him 
sufficiently to discover 
nature of the injuries. 
Barker arrived here from 
many some weeks ago and this was 
his first scheduled appearance in 





this country. 


| cultural 
| show entered winter quarters here. 


| tracting a trade, or as a prize in the | 


civic | 
Louis, | 
Buffalo oF I 


tive film players, but the studios | 
gave the outfit a cold shoulder. | 
Hays Coast office consistently has 


Planned for Fort Worth 


known painter will be brought here | 


stage director, held first try-out for | 


being planned, as well as chorus | 


tional billing and Boyce House, who | 


Barker was shot out of a cannon. 


Ger- | sents. 


Hears the Call 


Charlotte, N. C., March 23. 

The mighty Sheesley shows, spon- 
sored by the Knights of Columbus, 
will open the 1937 season in Char- 
lotte April 10. The force of men 
working on equipment at the Shees- 
ley winter quarters here totals 100. 

Following the closing of the show 
jast season at the Carolinas Agri- 
fair in late October the 








3 Al G. Barnes-Sells Floto Cores 








Los Angeles, March 26, 


For many years the Pacific Coast’s 
claim to recognition in the world of 
outdoor entertainment has been the 
Al G. Barnes circus, rated aces in 
the area west of the Rockies, but 
hardly daring to put itself on a 
plane with the top eastern tented 
outfits. But all that’s changed now. 


This season the Barnes show has 





AIMED AT MONKS 2:3": 
HITS CIRCUS 


MENAGERIE 


Detroit, March 30. 
A bill, introduced in the state leg- 
islature by conservation officials, 
would forbid the exhibition of any 
wild animal in connection with any 
business or for the purpose of at- 





operation of any game or device, or 
for soliciting alms. 


While aimed at the organ grinder’s | 


monkey and such, it is believed here 
bill would also apply to circuses. 








Col. Agents 








(Continued from page 4) 





automatically relieved of their agent 
The law would so apply 
would. not be able to 
ave optional contracts with clients, 
for should the latter have continuous 
employment following the year of 
| their contractual obligation to the 
| agent, they need not pay off and it 
is believed that the talent out here 
| would without doubt take advantage 
| of this law. 

| Income of the larger agencies 
| would be cut in half, if not more. 
with result that the boys are going 
north to fight the bill to a finish. 

Labor Push Behind It 

In the meantime the various labor 
| lobbyists in the state, representing 
|numerous labor organizations, are 
behind the bill and it is claimed that 
the Democratic assembly, which has 
strong labor leanings, will push the 
bill through at an early session. 
Status of the Senate on the matter 
has not been ascertained though the 
labor lobby has made great inroads 
into the confidence of the upper 
house during the current session to 
get organization bills through. 

In the upper house Senator Ralph 
Swing has a.bill in the judiciary 
committee in blank which will read, 
when reported out of committee, 
that agents will be limited to collect 
only a percentage of a client’s first 
month’s salary on a job providing 
the task is for a period of six months. 
| The Swing measure is being shaped 
up and though it may not be re- 
ported out in the drastic form in- 
tended by its proponent it will be 
in such a shape that means will be 
provided for crippling the agents’ 
earning power. 


| that agents 














Roxy Reorg. 





(Continued from page 3) 





| made an offer for the Roxy theatre 


Rose also dickering for Borrah | two years ago. Samuel Cramer, at- 
of | 


torney representing a group 
| stockholders, revealed this fact at 
jthe hearing. Cullman offer was 
|made to Judge Caffey, and was 
$100,000 in cash, for which Cullman 
| was to get a small percentage of the 
| gross and participation in profits 
| after bonds were met. 

| Cullman said he believes the Roxy 


, should earn at least $560,000 profits | 


|} in 1939, due to the World’s Fair. 

I. ‘Bernard Leff, representing 
| bondholders, charged that the com- 
pany will not be the Roxy, but the 
20th Century-Fox Co., and will have 
; to play all pictures, good and bad, 
_ produced by 20th and be unable to 
| secure pictures of other companies. 
| This was disputed by Carlos Israel, 
| who declared Leff had misread the 
| plan. 
Federal Judge Caffey yesterday 
| (Tuesday) rendered an opinion on 
Lthe question of whether bondhold- 


the Deaconess Hospital his back was\efs, who, having failed to dissent 
found to be so seriously injured that i} om the Roxy organization plan, 


| shall be deemed bound and the com- 


the exact | mittee shall have the power to ac- 


cept it on behalf of these non-as- 

Caffey refused to make such 
a decision, preferring to wait till 
the Special Master’s report is filed 
with him. — 





been combined by Sam W. Gumpertz 


the Ringling interests with the 
outfit, and under the 


under which it 
has inaugurated the 1937 season, it 
rates with anything that other sec- 
tions of the country may offer. 

Given the word by Gumpertz to 
go the limit, S. L. (Buster) Cronin, 
general manager of the Barnes-Sells 
Floto combo, unleashed the purse 
strings and has developed an out- 
standing tent organization that need 
take a back seat for none. 

Many of the top features from the 
Sells-Floto combo have been com- 
bined with outstanding turns from 
the erstwhile strictly Coast show. 
New tops and sidewalks were ac- 
quired, rolling stock and wagons 
modernized, side show and men- 
agerie enlarged, new spectacles pro- 
duced with elaborate costuming and 
| settings, the whole combining to pro- 
| vide every essential that makes for 
| circus quality. 
| Program comprises 27 displays, 
| utilizing three rings, the hippodrome 
| and aloft. Opening ensemble, titled 
|‘Old Mexico,’ is a colorful pageant 
| staged by George Cunningham, 
' which is a’good flash as well as 
| tuneful, and presented in three sep- 
arate groups working in unison. 

Equestrian acis are under super- 
vision of Bob Thornton, director, 
and include expertly executed move- 
ments by liberty and high school 
horses, ridden by a galaxy of riders, 
and the customary novelty riding 
by dogs and monkeys. 

First of the feature acts is the 
working of a group of lions in the 
center cage by Johnny Meyers, 
which is a fitting prelude to the 
Bert Nelson lion and tiger spectacle 
to follow later on in the program. 
Ne!son works with nine hons and 
eight tigers in the cage, displaying 
a lot of showmanship and providing 
plenty of thrills. He winds up with 
a semi-comedy bit with a lioness in 
| which pair cavort about the floor 
| of the cage in playful mood. 

Tight wire turns’ include the 
| Avalon-Matlock Trio, Alas duo and 
| the feature offering of Hal Silvers, 
performing his drunk characteriza- 
tion, and concluding with both back- 
ward and forward somersaults on 
the tight rope. 

One of the outstanding features of 
the show this season is the Christi- 
ani Family (10) of bareback riders 
from the Ringling show. It’s a flash 
turn, spectacular, and draws many 
approving hands. 

A huge elephant display of per- 
forming pachaderms is divided into 
three sectors and put through their 
paces by Rose Sherman, LaVerne 
McClain and Bertha Matlock. For 
the finale of this offering, Walter 
McClain, master trainer, directs the 
bulls in a continuous rearing column 
— the hippodrome, a real spec- 
tacle. 


Aerial turns are spotted through- 
out the program. One display has 
18 attractive femmes working on the 
swinging ladders simultaneously. 
Then there’s Amerika Olvera, fea- 
tured trapeze balancer, who does 
some stunts that register with a solid 
wallop. Also the Flying Wards in 
a return exhibition and a similar, 
but more elaborately staged routine 
by the Artonys, their act including 
' whirling somersaults high above the 
net. 
| Closing ensemble is another color- 
ful spectacle that introduces a 
series of thrilling races ranging from 
ponies ridden by monkey jockeys to 
breath-taking standing contests fea- 
turing femme riders. 

Flocks of clowns cavort through- 
out the entire program and have 
several pretentious displays of their 
own. One of the novelties of the 
entertainment is a triple series of 
poses plastique, each executed by a 
| group of five well-formed gals. 

Very few changes havg been made 
this season in the circus executive 
personnel. Only newcomer is 
Gardner Wilson, general press rep- 
resentative, who delivered a cork 
ing good job for the Los Angeles 
opening. J. D. (Jake) Newman con- 
tinues as general agent and Eddie 
Woeckener’s band is again featured. 

Sideshow continues under direc- 
| tion of Duke Dukenrood and has an 
even dozen attractions including 
Punch & Judy, Hawaiian troupe, 
Earl Graham, juggler; Agnes Wal- 
lace’s bagpipers; Esau, frog boy; 
Francis O’Connor, armless gal: Max- 
ine accordionist: Serpentine, charm- 
er; Johnny Winters and_ wife, 
midgets; Maurice Eugene, sword 
swallower; minstrel band and Mme. 
Virginia, fortunes. 

Concert features Paul Del Rio and 
two sisters (midgets) in what is 
probably one of the strongest build- 
ups ever given a circus act. Turn 
is under management of Jack Tavlin, 
who starts the buildup in the men- 
agerie where a huge four-sided glass 
display case, presided over by eight 
femmes, is utilized to display the tiny 
garments worn by the trio. Through- 
out the main performance Tavlin 
makes frequent announcements over 




















the p.a. system as a spur for the con- 
cert ticket sales. 

Menagerie is roomy and airy de- 
spite the large herd of elephants. 
camels, zebras and assorted small 
animals caged therein. Show has 
a seating capacity of around 5.009 
normal, of which 3,500 are reserved. 
Outfit reflects class. Edwa. 


Rose-Marshall 











(Continued from page 57) 


| theatre but said an effort would be 


made to employ the scenic and 
mechanical potentials of the stage to 
their fullest degree. Paul Whiteman 
once more is expected to handle the 
music end and Everett Marshall will 
return for principal singing chore. 

The diminutive exposition Barnum 
also said he will utilize the new 
coliseum (6,000 seats) and aud.- 
torium (2,000 seats) as collateral a’- 
tractions. In the first he plans a 
dramatized industrial exhibition to 
be called ‘Building an Empire.’ He 


| would not say what will be placed 


| 








in the smaller building. 

Mr. Rose will have approximately 
$400,000 at his disposal in handling 
a show which will be called Fort 
Worth Frontier Fiesta. 

Dallasites have raised $700,000 as 
a starter on its summer spectacle of 
which $100,000 reputedly has been 
turned over to Marshall. 

Bands which have been signed for 
the Dallas casino start with Ted Fio 
Rito, to be followed by Rudy Vallee, 
Phil Harris and Benny Goodman. 
The opening show also will find 
Veloz and Yolanda, Rufe Davis, The 
Calgary Bros., Stan Kavanaugh and 
the Lynn Murray chorus on the pro- 
gram. 

Elsewhere on the Dallas expo 
grounds, officials plan a Spanish Vil- 
lage on the order of Streets of Paris 
(stripped of strips) and “class” en- 
tertainment such as light opera and 
symphonies in amphitheatre. To 
date thirteen countries in South and 
Central America have agreed to 
place exhibits of one sort and an- 
other in the building occupied last 
year by Ford. 

That is the picture as Dallas and 
Fort Worth square off. for another 
summer of tourist-baiting. 

It’s roundup time again in Texas, 
with Rose and Marshall wielding the 
branding irons. 

Profitable Exploitation 


Some years back Dallas’ spent 
$500,000 in a national advertising 
campaign, but Mr. Rose showed the 
state last summer that money for 
civic advertising can be spent much 
more profitably in staging a fair. 

Rose also discovered that the inter- 
city rivalry can be turned into a neat 
exploitation ruse. Dallasites have 
difficulty in pretending this fails to 
annoy them. In fact, Dallasites are 
so Billy Rose conscious that the con- 
tract with George Marshall called for 
the same amount Fort Worth gave 
Rose last summer. 


This two-city feud can be reduced 
to Cain and Abel characteristics, 
with Dallas assuming Fort Worth is 
Cain. For yeais Dallasites have de- 
lighted to transform Fort Worth’s 
slogan, ‘Where the West Begins’ into 
‘Where the Worst Begins.’ 


The man who can be counted on 
to cash in to the fullest publicity 
value of this back-fence snarling is 
Rose. His first effort on assuming 
charge in Fort Worth this summer 
was to insp-re (he cannily doesn't 
deny it) a report that Fannie Brice 
would be a casino personality in 
Dallas. Newspapers in that town im- 
mediately smelled a shrewd plot to 
capture publicity even in Dallas, 
when they discovered Mr. Rose and 
Miss Brice were man and wile. 

Dallas’ destinies are guided by 
three bank presidents, Bob Thornton, 
Fred Florence and Nathan Adams 
and a department store head, Arthur 
Kramer, ‘They checked results ot 
Rose’s publicity contributions for 
Fort Worth and decided to hold an- 
other fair in Dallas, since most of the 
buildings were of permanent struc- 
ture. 

President Roosevelt came to the'r 
aid with a trip to South America and 
the Pan American theme became 1's 
name and title. Then they fared 
forth with $100,000 in hand to find a 
man to match Rose. They found 


Marshall. 

Dallas business men are satisfied 
they have found the right man. |! 
gets hot enough down in Texas dur- 
ing the summer, but it ought to gel 
torrid when they toss Mr. Marsha!! 
into the pit against Mr. Rose. 
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Red Nichols on Jam 


New York, March 27, 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The music industry has been dealt 
a severe blow and a serious setback 
py a recent issue of the ‘March of 
Time’ newsreel. Am referring to a 
recent release of this usually reliable 
news medium which features the 
new swing music craze. This pic- 
ture establishes the idea that swing 
music is nothing new and is the 
same music as played by the Origi- 
nal Dixieland Jazz Band, back in 

16. 

That impression is as unfair as one 
which would tend to represent to- 
day’s great newspapers as not a bit 
more important than the first crude 
stone-carved message. 

The point I am trying to make is 
that despite the fact that the Origi- 
nal Dixieland Jazz Band was the 
acorn that performed its part in the 
producing of the oak of swing music, 
the greatest share of credit must be 
given to the past and present day 
arrangers, leaders and instrumental- 
ists who, as a result of years of 
painstaking effort, have developed 
and produced the brand of swing 
music that is heard today. 

I, myself, feel that an important 
eontribution to swing music was 
made by my orchestra (Red Nichols 
and His Five Pennies), which fea- 
tured such musical stylists as Benny 
Goodman, Jimmy Dorsey, Tommy 
Dorsey, Joe Venuti and other out- 
standing swing exponents. 

Swing music is not the invention 
of the Original Dixieland Jazz Band, 
but the combination of their inspira- 
tion plus the genius of a cavalcade 
of talented musicians, arrangers and 
leaders. 

Among its followers, swing music 
has reached a high point of artistry 
only after a long period of experi- 
ment and development. It is but 
remotely related to the 1916 era. 
Therefore, when an influential me- 
dium such as the ‘March of Time’ 
newsreel purveys a wrong impres- 
sion, it is my opinion that it should 
be revised or censored in order to 
tive the public an authentic picture. 

Red Nichols. 





A Kid of 75 
New York, March 25. 
Sditor, VARIX’Y: 

Want to thank you for your very 
pleasant mention of me and my 
career in your issue of March 24. 
However, I must disclaim the honor 
of having attained the ripe age of 
93 years. 

Am still a young man of 75, broad- 
casting weekly on WHN, and I want 
my radio friends to know that while 
I hope I may still be broadcasting 
when I. am 93, I have not yet 
reached that age of retirement. 

Lucius Henderson. 





Cepyrighting Ideas 
Hollywood, March 16. 
Editor, VaRieTry: 

Your news and comments in the 
March 10 issue, in which you reveal 
U. S. Judge Woolsey as flatly stating 
in a plagiarism ‘suit that play or 
story ‘ideas’ cannot be copyrighted 
is a matter of great importance and 
has been received as such by writ- 
ers out here. 

Judge Woolsey’s decision is par- 
ticularly interesting because it now 
bears out what one crusading author 
and scenarist has been contending 
for quite some time, pointing out 
that it is practically impossible to 
secure adequate protection for 
Stories at the present time. From 
Judge Woolsey’s decision it is quite 
Plain that this writer’s contention 
about the ease of plagiarism under 
existing laws is correct. In which 
case what are we writers going to 
do about it? 

It is going to take more than one 
or two leaders to get a new setup 
for writers in this copyright situa- 
tion. Why don’t some of the others 
Sive some support? 

Herman S. Green. 





Strip-Tease and K.C.’s Gillis 
Kansas City, March 27. 
Gypsy Rose Lee, c/o 

itor, Vartety: 

It is very plain, Miss Lee, that you 
do not know from nothing about the 
Gillis theatre. Else you would 
never have made the crack you did 
in the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ when you 
were here last week about ‘Fifth 
and Walnut,’ which happens to be 
the site of the Gillis theatre, the 
best 300-seater burlesque house in 
Jackson County, Missouri. 

€ crack fell flat, Miss Lee, and 

© reason it did so is because the 
Gillis 
titutions in these parts. The citi- 





and Fifth & Walnut are in- | 


zenry of this burg and its high- 
pocket visitors from the corn rows 
long ago accepted the Gillis as just 
that—an institution. For your in- 
formation the Gillis was Kansas 
City’s first elite opry house and 
was built in the early 1880s. It has 
been operated as a theatre ever 
since. Why, when the fellows from 
the prairies come in with a load of 
cattle they always hold out 40c. 
from their checks for a ticket to 
the Gillis. Even a con-guy, and we 
have several, can’t get the last 40c. 
away from a hinterland visitor. No 
ma’am, it goes for a Gillis ducat. 

The place used to be raided quite 
regularly by the gendarmes but for 
the past several years official cog- 
nizance has been limited to a single 
cop who- occasionally drops in to 
catch a show. 

A line of six, all doubling in strip 
routines and also in the floor shows 
of the tavern upstairs, a couple of 
showgirls, two character comics, and 
a straight man are on the pint-sized 
stage. It’s not like the ‘Follies’ with 
only one strip-tease number. Not 
at all—the Gillis has every other 
number a strip routine. These strip- 
pers begin, Miss Lee, where you 
slip back of the curtain. And that’s 
where Kansas City takes exception 
to your remark about ‘Fifth and 
Walnut.” Out here on the clay 
banks above the Missouri river the 
natives are right smart proud of 
their strippers. None of this subtle 
stuff. The gals out here display all 
the technique and finesse of Johnny 
scramming his duds for 2 dip in the 
old swimming hole. It may not be 
good theatre but it keeps the beys 
kicking out 40c. regularly. And 40c. 
once a week beats the $3.30 the 
‘Follies’ cost by $17.50 a year. 

Furthermore, Miss Gypsy Rose 
Lee, there is a legend about the 
Gillis. When the boys’ gather 
around the bars in the north-end 
stubes they like to talk about the 
‘Gillis legend.’ It seems, according 
to them, that the Mr. Gillis who 
built the house back in the 1880s left 
a will in which he stated that the 
house was always to be used as a 
theatre. He further provided that 
the trustees of his estate should visit 
the Gillis once each month and wit- 
ness a performance to prove to 
themselves that the place was still 
being used for a theatre. The el- 
bow-benders go on to say that each 
month the trustees hobble to the 
Gillis and the management accom- 
modates them with a ‘nice clean 
show.’ 

So you see, Miss Lee, Fifth and 
Walnut’ is not to be used in jest. 
It is hallowed ground in these parts. 

Variety's K. C. Mugg. 





Kondolf Sticking 
Chicago, March 27. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Current issue of Varrety states, 
among other things, that I am re- 
signing as head of the WPA Federal 
Theatre here. 

I have no intention of resigning 
my present position as I like my 
work enormously, and feel that the 
Federal Theatre can be, and perhaps 
has already become, a real force in 
an eventual rehabilitation of the 
thousands of actors, performers and 
workers of all kinds in the various 
branches of the so-called flesh and 
blood theatre who were so hard hit 
by the recent depression. 

I hope and expect to remain on 
here indefinitely in my present posi- 
tion. 

George Kondolf. 

Assistant to National Director. 

(In Charge of Chicago.) 





{Story mentioned that this vet, 
legit producer had several Holly- 
wood bids which he was considering, 
although undecided if he’d accept the 
film production offers.j 


Steel Pier Bond Sale 


Atlantic City, March 30. 

Permission will be asked of 
Federal Judge John Boyd Avis this 
week -by Edward J. O'Keefe, re- 
ceiver of the Atlantic City National 
Bank, to sell $300,000 Steel Pier 
Block, Inc., mortgage bonds for not 
less than $500. 

The bonds to be sold are described 
as 6% ‘first refunding. mortgage 20- 
year gold coupon bonds.’ The se- 
curities fall due Nov. 24, 1937. The 
bonds are also under and subject to 
a blanket first mortgage dated Nov. 
15, 1925, upon which there has been 
issued and are outstanding bonds in 
the amount of $1,462,500. 

The Steel Pier block is opposite 
the Steel Pier amusement project and 
besides housing the offices of the 
Steel Pier management comprises a 
number of stores on the Boardwalk. 








Cagey P. A. 


Los Angeles, March 30. 

Gardner Wilson, p.a. for the 
Al G. Barnes-Sells Floto circus, 
tossed a feed in a lion’s cage 
for scribes when the trick first 
pitched here. After guests were 
seated, each received an insur- 
ance policy protecting the loss 
of a leg, etc. 

Gag ended when a clump of 
lion and tiger skins were tossed 
into the cage, while the real 
eater-uppers were confined 
safely nearby. 














MIDGET TRACKS 
FOR NINE SPOTS 


First midget-auto racing circuit 
has been formed, with nine ovals in 


eastern towns lined up and carded 
to show weekly spins, starting in 
May and winding up in October. 

Loop consists of New York City, 
Freeport, N. Y., New Haven, Bridge- 
port, Providence, Boston, Reading, 
Pa., and two tracks in Philadelphia. 

Walter Stebbins is prez of out- 
fit operating circuit; Walter Secrist, 
v.p., William Heiserman, sec. and 
treas.; Harry J. Ryan, chairman of 
the board. 

The minnie moto racing sport has 
been gaining in popularity through 
last several years after getting start 
during depression years because 
sport is less expensive to operate 
all arouna than racing full-sized 
speeders. Tracks are smaller, which 
affords spectators closer view, spills 
are more frequent, but less danger- 
ous than on the full-fledged courses, 
and with smaller overhead and 
purses, ovals can peg admish prices 
couple notches under taps exacted 
by the major tracks. 





$40,000,000 Allotted Paris Expo 
Thus Far; May Never Get It Back, 
But Ballyhoo Figured Worth It 





OUST OPTIMISTS 


Michigan Officials Find Fair Losses 
Misreported 
Detroit, March 30. 
Finding discrepancies in operating 
reports of Michigan state fair and 
the Upper Peninsula state fair at 
Escanaba, the state department of 
agriculture will replace managers of 
both events. Thus far no successors 
have been mentioned to George A. 
Prescott, manager of the Detroit 
fair, and ex-Senator Herbert J. 
Rushton, pilot of the U. P. event. 


In place of the net profit of $18,000 
reported by Prescott for the 1936 
state fair here, Commissioner Burr 
Lincoln declares his figures show a 
loss of $133,000. The fair at Es- 
canaba revealed a net loss of $67,000, 
he declared. ‘I don’t say we can 
operate these fairs at a profit,’ Lin- 
coln said, ‘but at least we can cut 
those losses.’ 





Olentangy Takes Off 


Columbus, March 30. 

Olentangy Park will open April 
4 on a week-end schedule with 
Don Bestor’s orchestra playing in the 
Japanese ballroom, Manager Leo 
Haenlein announced. 

Park will play name bands each 
Sunday until May 22, the official 





opening date, when nightly dancing 
will be on tap. 





Here's One Showman Who Admits 
His Trick Is Floppo; But Has Alibi 





By BILL RICE 
Long Beach, March 30. 

Water Circus here sold plenty of 
tickets in advance but owing to lo- 
cation very few customers came to 
the lot. Hence no take. A beautiful 
setup and show, but a terrible 
bloomer. The biggest flop I ever 
was connected with, El Cerreto ex- 
cepted. The natives knew the town, 
so there were no concessions or 
shows booked and only four riding 
devices. With over 24,000 admis- 
sions sold never had over 600 cus- 
tomers. However, the few that came 
spent plent of money per capita. 
Weather cool but clear. 

The passing of J. Alex Sloan, 
premier auto race promoter, was a 
shock to the entire outdoor show 
world. Alex was probably the best 
known man in the fair business. He 
was tops as a mixer and held his 
racing dates year after year against 
all opposition. First met him at St. 
Paul when he was sports editor of 
one of the big dailies. Was promot- 
ing fights for the paper. He broke 
into the show business with the late 
Bill Pickens, then manager for 
Barney Oldfield. Only last Decora- 
tion Day at Sioux City I visited 
Sloan and Barney Oldfield was the 
starter for his races that day. He 
leaves two beautiful and talented 
daughters, Mrs. Naomi Bernstan 
and Melissa Sloan. His son John A. 
Sloan, with advertising on the Chi- 
cago Tribune, is reported to take 
over the management of his racing 
dates for the 1937 season, but his 
daughter Naomi may be the one as 
she knows more about his business 
than any of the family. 

Sloan has a.beautiful home at 
Evanston, Ill. He ghosted stories for 
Jim Corbett, Barney Oldfield, Bat 
Nelson, Bill Pickens, Frank Gotch 
and Bob Fitzimmons, that were syn- 
dicated. Alex owns 25% of the Ala- 
bama State Fair at Birmingham in 
partnership with the Therele Duf- 
field Fireworks Co., Barnes Caruth- 
ers Fair Booking office and Streator, 
mgr. of the Florida State Fair at 
|Tampa. Outside of Oldfield, his big- 
gest star was Sig Hugdale, who made 
more records on dirt tracks than any 
driver that ever lived. Sig was the 
first driver to make real records at 
{ Daytona Beach. 

Real Showman Passes 

Al Campbell, of Campbell Bros. 
Circus, went over the river on 
March 4th at Grand Island, Nebr., at 








the age of 79. Al was the general 
agent of the circus and the best 
mixer of the brothers. About 1908 
I went broke with the Swor Bros. 
Minstrels in Texas and beat it into 
Kansas City with about one buck 
and went to the old Centropolis 
Hotel to find funds and get trans- 
portation to Chicago; at that time 
it was the showmen’s hotel. Camp- 
bell was the only agent there and 
loaned me a double sawbuck, but 
said, ‘I’m going to Chi tonight and 
lll take you with me.’ That was 
OK as I figured he would pay for 
the Pullman. Met him at the depot 
and through the gate we went, but 
not to the sleepers. He took me to 
the smoking car and turned down a 
seat for himself and me and said: 
‘Here is as good fa flop as anyone 
would want.’ That was the way he 
travelled as general agent of one of 
the successful 25-car shows of that 
time. 

After the close of Campbell Bros. 
Circus Al was identified with various 
carnivals as owner and operator of 
various side show attractions. His 
most successful promotions in this 
line was with Clarence Wortham. 

Mel Voight State Fair Shows have 
been going to town this year in the 
copper mining country of Arizona. 
Business has been way beyond all 
expectations. Voight has 12 rides 
and 10 shows. His free acts are 
dragging them in the front gate. His 
general agent, Cliffton Kelly, has 
lined up a very good route of still 
dates to precede their fair dates. 
The many Shrine dates for this show 
with promotions should make the 
spring tour a grand success. 

Harry Taylor, baby show pro- 
moter, now with Bob Morton at Al- 
bany, N. Y....Steve Connors in San 
Antonio working on the Battle of 
Flowers....Western State Shows at 
Crystal City, the Spinach capital, for 
their opening stand this week, ‘Pop 
Eye the Sailor Carnival”... .Geo. 
Dorman now manager of the Krouse 
Shows playing Florida to good re- 
turns....Frank Babcock Shows, all 
repainted, opened in L. A. March 29 
with an added ride, the _ Tilta 
Whirl....The Aeroplane and Boat 
Show at the Pan Pacific Auditorium, 


Paris, March 21. 

Credits thus far set aside for re- 
alizing the vast works which will 
go to make up the Paris Exposition 
amount to nearly $40,000,000, of 
which more than half will go for 
permanent public improvements. 

Of the total credit, $26,700,000 will 
come from the national revenues, 
while the rest will be furnished by 
the City of Paris. 

Of this, earmarked for principal 
building jobs, are $4,370,000 for the 
new Trocadero, $3,635,000 for a Mod- 
ern Art Museum, $875,000 for cov- 
ering the Invalides railway, which 
partly skirts one section of the expo 
grounds, $550,000 for a subway un- 
der the Quai de Tokai, and $275,000 
for widening the Iena Bridge. 

From a strictly franc for franc 
slant, M. Locquin, who is in charge 
of expo finances, says returns are 
not expected to cover all the ex- 
pense, but, as a result of the stim- 
ulus to business, and the immense 
amount of money which will be put 
into circulation as a result of the 


big show, this is not considered im- 
portant. 


RIPLEY 1ST ON 
CLEVE. ROSTER 


Cleveland, March 30. 

Robert Ripley’s ‘Odditorium’ is 
first new concession lined up by 
Almon Schaffer for his revamped 
midway in city’s Great Lakes Ex- 
position, which starts ’'37 edition 
May 29. 

Ripley is buying 10,000 square feet 
of space near entrance for his show, 
C. C. Pyle to manage it. 

Expo dickers with Sally Rand, 
considered for one of Billy Rose's 
spectacles, have been dropped. Edict 
of fair officials against nudity and 
rumpus over fan-dancer’s part in 
a St. Patrick’s Day parade believed 
to be the reason. 

Both civic auditorium and stadium, 
used last season by Expo, are hav- 
ing rental rates cut to attract road 
attractions during summer event. To 
wipe out operating losses Herbert 
Buckman, manager, is asking city to 
reduce rent on auditorium’s main 
arena to $600; for stadium, $750 per 
day when attendance ranges from 
20,000 to 25,000. Public Music Hall, 
catering to recitals and spectacles 
like ‘Great Waltz,’ may have its 
rental cut to $400 per night. 


Ringling Gets Giant 
For Six Week Swing; 
Lad Tops 8 ft. 7 in. 


St. Louis, March 30. 


Robert Wadlow, 19-year-old Alton, 
IlL, giant, will exhibit his 8 feet 7 
inch frame for six weeks as an ex- 
tra added attraction of the Ringling 
Bros. Barnum & Bailey circus open- 
ing at the Madison Square Garden 
in New York on April 2. After four 
weeks in New York, Wadlow will 
accompany big top to Brooklyn and 
Boston for one week stands. Wad- 
low, reputed to be the tallest human 
in medical history, will make two 
appearances daily, each of about 10 
minutes in main show. Just what 
he will do remains f®r circus man- 
agement to decide. Wadlow’s ap- 
pearance was contracted for by his 
father, Harold F.. Wadlow, who 
previously refused many circus of- 
fers. It is reported youth will col- 
lect $500 a week. He recently con- 
cluded a p.a. tour in various cities 
in the East and Canada that netted 
$300 a week. 

















Downie First in S. C. 


Spartanburg, S. C., March 39. 





| 


L. A., a great success....The First 
Trailer Coach Show, with over 100 
coaches, will open same building 
April 6. This should be a sure- | 
fire tap in any city as the public | 
interest is great. 


Downie Bros. 
here April 16. Performance first in 
state. Charlie Sparks managing out- 
fit on its 47th annual 


Circus will show 


tour, 
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The newsreel cameraman’s life is a turmoil of rush and excitement 


L MINGALONE (above, and at right) 
A never knows where the next assign- 
ment will take him. Clinging to a dirigible, 
atop a diving submarine, down with the 
sand-hogs under the Hudson River—wher- 
ever news is breaking, Al’s there grinding 
out film, alert, untiring, heedless of danger. 
And where he goes, his Camels go with him. 

“Sure I get in many a tight spot,” says 
Al. “But I count on my healthy nerves and 


. 


-GOSTUER TOBACTOS 


Cemeéls are made from Hnes, 

MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS | 
... turkish and Domestic. 2. 
than any other popular brand. 


good digestion to see me through. I smoke 
a lot—Camels every time! They don’t jangle 
my nerves, and that saying ‘for digestion’s 
sake—smoke Camels’ is made-to-order for 
me. Camels give me a grand feeling of 
well-being.” Yes, with fine-tasting Camels 
digestion gets off to a smooth start. The 
flow of digestive fluids speeds up—alkalin- 
ity increases—you feel at ease. As steady 
smokers say: “Camels set you right!” 


Ide Tebacce C: 





Copsright. 1987, R. 3. Rey 


FAMOUS BOXING 
COACH, Johnny Bebr, 
says: “I put empha- 
sis on good diges- 
tion—that’s the rea- 
son why my advice 
is to choose Camels. 
Camels are mild.” 


SPLITS A CARD at60 


. Winston-Salem. North Carolina 


HEAR “JACK 
OAKIE’S COLLEGE” 


A full-hour gala show with Jack 
Oakie in person! Benny Good- 
man’s “Swing” Band! Hollywood 
comedians and singing stars! Spe- 
cial college amateur talent every 
week! Every Tuesday night— 9:30 
pm E, S. T., 8:30 pm C. S. T., 7:30 
pm M. S. T., 6:30 pm P. S. T., over 
W ABC-Columbia Network. 


yards. Miss Arlayne 
Brown, champion 
pistol shot, says: “I 
appreciate the way 
Camels ease ten- 
sion, They help my 
digestion too.” 





“)'M ALWAYS ready 
for another Camel,” 
says Mrs. Richard 
Hemingway, house- 
wife. “They’re so 
mild and their deli- 
cate flavor nevertires 
my taste.” 


SOI 
co: 


RANCHER Charlie 
Belden, of Pitchfork, 
Wyoming, has to 
hustle to manage his 
200,000 acres. “I like 
plenty of ‘chuck’— 
and plenty of Camels 
with it,” he says. 


FOR DIGESTIONS SAK 


— SMOKE CAME 
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